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BOOK III. 

C H A p. 7- 

HHbry and adventured of the tzar who reigned under the name o£ 
Demetrius. — Seats himfelf on the throne. — His chara6ter.-«And 
ailaffination.— Probably the real Demetrius. 

y\ M O N G the tombs in the cathedral of St 
'^^^ Michael I had occafion to mention that of 
a child, called by the Ruffians Dmitri, or Deme- 
trius, whofe intricate and controverted hiftory 
was referved for a feparate narrative. 

Ivan ^ Vaffilievitch IL left two fons ; Feodor, 
who fucceeded to the throne, and Demetrius, an 

infant:, 

^ I had £nlihed this chapter before the publicatioh of L'Evefque^s 
Hiftoirede Ruifie. That ingenious author has, in his account of tht 
Iperibn who ftyled himfelf pemetrius, advanced many plauiible ar« 
Suments to (hew, that he was probably not an impoftor i and though 
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infant, who was educated at Uglitz under the care 
of his mother the tzarina Maria Feodorofna, and 
in the eighth year of his age was faid to h^ve been 
affaffinated by order of Boris Godunof *. The 
real Gircumftances of this aflaffination, being pur- 
pofely with-held from the public, are varioufly 

they appear to me unanfwerabk, and it is eafy to perceive that he 
entirely leans to that opinion, yet he candidly concludes with af- 
ferting, ** Plufieurs objedlions que j'ai hazardees contre rimpofture 
dX)trepief me paraiifent d^une grande force, je n'oferai icependant 
decider U queftion." See Hif. de RuflT. v. III. p. 426 to 236. It 
may ferye, perhaps, as an additional proof in favour of Demetrius, 
that two foreigners, who vilited Ruflia, both unbiaffed by national 
prejudices, and without the leaftccrmmunication, ihould hold nearly 
the fame opinion upon fo intricate a fubjeft, 

• Muller relates from a Ruffian manufcript, that twelve perfons 
were privy to the murder, amongft whom were the prince's nurfe 
and Ijer fon, who perpetrated the deed j that it was committed at 
mid-day in the court-yard of the palace, and that a bdll-ringer, 
who was upon the top of an adjoining cathedral, iaw the whole 
tranfeaion. Petreius aflcrts, that the prince was murdered during 
the confufion of a fire, purpofely occalioned by one of the ai&ilins. 
Margaret and Grevenbuck fay that the affaffin was fon of the tza- 
rina Maria's fecretary ; and it is generally affirmed, that it happened 
atmidnight.— The Ruffian authors naturally prefer thefirft accoiiint, 
becaufe it was more difficult at mid-day to fubftitute a child. There 
IS no reafon to be furprifed at thefe contradi^ory opinions, when 
it is confidered, as L'Evefque juftly obferves, " que Boris fupprima 
** tous let details de cet horrible affaire ; qu^il trompa le tzar et le 
' ** public. Le public fiit done alors mal inftniit des circonftances 
** de cet cvenement, et le temps n'a pu y ajouter que de nouvellet 
** obfcurites. D'ailleurs, comme le dit Margaret, on Qbfitnnaii en 
** Ruffie un fecret fi pro£ond fur toutes les affaires, qu'il etait fort 
«* difiicile d'apprendrc la verice d& Cft qu'oa n'avait pas vo de fe» 
<*yeux." V.III.p.a»«. 

related : 
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related : and the following particulars are alone 
imqueilionable. A body, fuppofed to be that of 
the young prince, was found weltering in its blood ; 
and certain perfons, confidered as the aflaffini, 
were iijftantly put to death by the inhabitants of 
Uglitz. The account of the cataftrophe being 
tranfmittcd to Mofcow, Boris Godunof, after 
circulating a report that Demetrius had, in a fit 
of phrenzy, put a period to his own life, dif- 
patched his creatures Vaffili Shuifki and Cletch- 
nin to inquire into the circumftances of his death. 
Having examined the body of the deceafed, they 
declared it to be that of Demetrius, and confirmed • 
the report. Maria Feodoroftia, accufed of giofs 
inattention to her fon's fecurity, was compeMed 
to affume the veil, and confined in a convent; 
many inhabitants of Uglitz, who fpoke fteely 
concerning the murder, were capitally punifhed ; 
fome were imprifoned, and others baniflied. 

Boris Godunof managed this hprrid tranfac- 
tion with fuch art and fecrecy, that fcarcely any 
fufpicions were entertained againfthim, until thir- 
teen years afterwards a perfon made his appear^ 
ance under the name of Demetrius : he declared 
that his mother, fufpicious of the attempts againft 
her fon's life, had removed him from Uglitz, and 
fubftituted another child, who was affaffinated 
in his place ; and that, being educated in a con- 
vent, and concealed from the knowledge of hi$ 

B S2 perfecutors, 
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peifecutors, he had efcaped from Ruffia iiito Pe>- 
land. Being there admitted into the fervice of 
Wiefnovitfki, a Pole of great diftindion, he dif- 
covered himfelf to that nobleman, ^vho warmly 
efpoufed his caiife.- Boris Godunof, having re- 
ceived intelligence of this unexpefted claimant, 
difleminated a report, that the impoftor, who af- 
fumed the name of Demetrius, was a monk ftyled 
Gregory or Grifka Otrepief ; and fpared neither 
threats nor bribes to obtain pofleflion of his per- 
fon. When thefe expedients failed of fuccefs, he 
difpatched his emilfaries into Poland to affaffinat^ 
him, 

. Wiefnovitflvi, alarmed for the fafety of his fu- 
gitive, recommended him to the protedion of 
the fenator George Mnifliek palatine of Sendo- 
mir ; a nobleman of great confequence in Poland. 
Demetrius (if I may be allowed to call him by 
that name) being acknowleded by him the right* 
ful heir of the Ruffian throne, was foon after- 
wards betrothed in marriage to the palatine'* 
daughter Marina, and, in the beginning of 1603 
was introduced to Sigifmond III. king of Poland. 
Being admitted to a public audience before the 
diet, he excited the compaffion of the affembly 
by the affefting manner in which he i-elated his 
adventures ; and though Sigifmond and the diet 
regretted, that the fituation of their country pre- 
vented them from openly feconding his preten- 

fions ; 
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fions ; yet they teftified the moft cordial at- 
tachment to his interefts, and laid no prohibition 
on thofe nobles who might be difpofed to engage 
in his fupport. By the affiftance of his two pa- 
trons, Wiefnovitfki and the palatine of Sendomir, 
Demetrius entered Ruffia in the month of Au^ 
guft, 1604, at the head of 4000 Poles'; and be* 
ing foon joined by many Ruffians, particularly 
by the Coffacs of the Don, advanced almoft with- 
out oppofition to Novogorod Severfkoi, ajCid 
routed in December an army of 40,000 men ; but 
was not long afterwards defeated, with great 
flaughter, by prince Vaffili Shuiflci general of Bo- 
ris Godunof. Eight thoufand of his followers 
were either killed or taken prifoners ; and all his 
artillery and colours fell into the hands of the 
enemy ; his horfe was wounded under him, and 
he himfelf efcaped with difficulty. 

This overthrow occafioned the defeftion of the 
Pol'ifli troops ; and Demetrius himfelf, difmayed 
with his lofs, would have rej:reated precipitately 
into Poland, had he not been diffiiaded by the 
importunities of his Ruffian adherents ; many of 
whom believed him to be the true Demetrius, and 
atl dreaded the vengeance of Boris Godunof: 
Overcome by their entreaties he continued hist 
march ; and, notwithftanding his late difcomfi- 
ture, was foon at the head of a numerous army 
f f I^uff^ans^ who flocked to his ftandard from aH 

B 3 quarters. 
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quarters. Not only tlie^ populace, ever prone to 
credulity ; but even men of the higheft bjrth and 
quality, gave credit to his pretenfions : not only 
the diftant pro vinces fupported his caufe; but the. 
people rofe even at Mofcow, and publicly pro- 
claimed that Demetrius had ^fcaped from his af- 
faffins, and claimed allegianqe as their rightful fo- 
vereign. This infurreftion was immediately 
quelled ; but although Boris Godunof inflided. th^. 
ftvcreft punifhment upon his adhei;ents, though 
the patriarch publilhed a ban of excommunication 
againft him and his party, and though Vaffili 
Shuifki affirmed that he had himfelf examined the 
body of the deceafed prince at Uglitz ; yet an uni- 
verfal belief fpread through all lanks, th^-t the pre- 
tender to the throjie was the real fon of Iv^n 
Vaffilievitch IL 

The fudden death of Bori^ Godunpf enfured 
the fiiccefs of Demetrius. Feodor Borifovitch, 
declared fucceffot to his father by the patri^otch 
and nobles who were prefent at Mofcow, wasrcj^ 
ferted by the principal generals of the . RufEan 
army, and by many peifons of diilin^lion. . His 
troops at this inaufpicious junfture were fuddealy 
attacked and defeated; and thofe who efcaped 
were perfuaded to fwear fealty to his rival, who,: 
llrengthened by this acceffion, advanced by haily 
marches towards the capital without the leail op- 
pofition: the highways were lined with people; 

% 4 the 
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the towns opened their gates with every demon- 
firation of joy, while Demetrius fupported the 
prepoffeflion of the Ruflians in favour of his birth 
by the afFabiUty of his demetinour, and the grace-^ 
fulnefs of his perfon. Having publifhed a mani-^ 
fefto to the inhabitants of Mofcow, with oflfers 
of clemency and favour on their return to their 
duty, they rofe in arms, fiormed the palace, ftran* 
gled Feodor Borifovitch, and recognized the title 
of Demetrius. On the SOth of June the new tzar 
entered Mofcow in triumph, and took pofTeflion 
of the throne with univerfal approbation. His 
pretenfions to the crown, as real fon of Ivan Vaf- 
fihevitch, were confirmed by the public tefti- 
mony of Maria Feodorofna, whom Boris Godunof 
had imprifoned in a diilant monaflery, and whom 
Demetrius, at his acceffion, releafed from her con* 
finement. Upon her approach to Mofcow, on 
the 8th of July, he rode to meet her at the head 
of a numerous proceffion, and at the firft appear* 
ance of her carriage, alighted from his horfe, and 
ran to embrace her. The tendemefs and afFec- 
tion which both parties difplayed on this intereft- 
ing occafion drew tearjs from the fpe^J^ators ; and 
the ftrong expreflions of tranfport with which the 
tzarina openly acknowledged him for her fon, 
feemed to confirm the reality of his imperial^ li-t 
neao:e. Soon after this interview he M'as crowned 
with the ufual pomp, and feemed firmly feated 
upon the throne, in the pofleffion of which he 

B 4 Vould 
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would probably have maintained hinifelf by a 
conformity ta the majiners of hisfubjefts, and by 
a prudent deference to their civil and religious 
eftablifhment. But his avowed contempt of the 
Ruilian cuftoms, and his public negleft of their 
religious ceremonies, foon alienated the afFediions 
of his fubje6ls, and precipitated him from the 
throne as rapidly as he had afcended it. 

Margaret, who had freqilent accefs to the per- 
fon of Demetrius, has fketched his portrait iu a 
ihort but lively manner, 

** He had no beard, was of a middle ftature, and of dark com* 
plexion, his limbs were ftrong and nervous, and he had a wart under- 
Ills right eyie. He was adlive, fpirited, and merciful , foon oiFended, 
and as foon appeafed ^ liberal, ambitious, and defirous of making 
himfelf known to pofterity; in a word, he was a prince who loved 
lionouf) and recommended it by his own example */* 

If we fliould allow that Margaret has concealed 
many of his defefts, and placed his virtues in the 
moft advantageous light, yet the acrimony and 
injuftice which appear in many parts of the fol- 
lowing extrafts from his chara6ler, as drawn even 
by MuUer, the moft candid of his opponents, will 
prevent impartial perfons from giving implicit 
credit to the reprefentations fif his enemies. 

" The falfe f Demetrius was of a middle fize, dark complexion, 
ahd ttfed one. arm ihorter than the other. He would have been ef- 
teemed nqt deficient In wifdom, had he not been fo precipitate in 

* • Margaret, p. 141.* 

t S. R. G. vol. V. p. 302, &c» 
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his condutft, and had he conformed his behaviour to the dlfpofition 
and temper of his fubjefls. In Poland he applied himfelf to the 
ftudy of languages, arts, and fciences ; he converfed in Latin * and 
Poliih with fluency 5 he was well acquainted with hiftory, and par* 
ticularly with that of RuiHa and the neighbouring kingdoms ; he 
was well verfed 'tn. mufic, and poiTeiTed other liberal accomplifli* 
ments. On'acGOuht of his addrefs and good fortune in obtaining 
the crown, he was efteemed a magician. Warlike exercifc and hunt- 
ing were his principal araufements. He had fome knowlerfge of 
engineerfng^and artillery, was fond of calling cannon, and (hot with. 
fuch ikill as to furprize the moft dexterous markfmen. He was 
zealous to improve thedifcipline of his army, for which purpofe he 
would often review his troops, inftruft them in different mancjeuvres, 
ftorm^^mparts and fortifications; and as he was always foremoft, 
and the moft' eager among the affailants, was often rudely handled 
iH the fray. 

** Defirous to be efteemed a patron of juftlce, he put to death fc- 
veral judges who were convifted of iniquitous pra6lices. But was 
noftttls mode of proceeding rather a proof of his inclinatien to 
cruelty? and might it not arife from a defire of ftriking terror into 
hit fubjefts f ? 

* His munificence, for which he has been extolled, was both ex- 
ttavajrant and ill placed; he heaped bounties upon Polifti mufician« 
aad other minions, and drained the trcafuryby enormous ^xpencesj. 

Like 

* His underfbuiding Latin has been urged againft him as a proof 
that he was educated by the Jefuit^. Margaret, however, poiitively 
affeitSythat he was not in the leaft acquainted with that language. 11 
eft tres certain qu^il ne parioit nuUement Latin, j*en puis t^moignerg 
moins le fqavoit il lire et ecrire. Ibid. p. 163. 

f A Ihppofition which fhews a ftrong difpofition in the oppoiite 
party to mifreprefent the moft favourable parts of his condu6^. 

X The accounts of his extravagance were grofsly exaggerated. 
He is faid to have given orders for a throne of maffy filver, fup- 
ported by fix lions of the fame coftly materials ; and for a footftool 
pf pure gold^ for the ceremony of his coronation, ftudded with 600 

0iamonds» 
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liki all yolttptuaries he was fickle and impetuous^ All his a6lion» 
proved an extr^rdinary pronenefs to prefer his own precipitate re- 
iblutions to the moft prudent advice, and to adopt the raiheft mea-> 
liires. His fudden elevation rendered him infolent i he was fo am* 
bitiousy that even the Ruflian^ empire appeared too fmall to fatisfy 
his luft of dominion, and be extended hi^ views to the redu^iion of 
Turkey and Tartary . His ebriety and inc<mtinence were his moil: 
notorious vices, which frequently expofed him in the eyes of the 
public. Befide the princefs Irene, the daughter of Boris Goduno^ 
all w1k> pleaied him were ^crificed to his defircs, without the kaft 
regard to rank or age •, 

On his acceiiion to the throne he was eaQr "of accefs, but 
gradually became fufpicious of his fubje^lsj he had a foreign 
guard, and often refuied audience to the Ruffian nobility, when he 
admitted the Poles without referve.. He feemed to fummoa the 
privy-co^nfellors only for the purpofe of turning them to ridicule. 
If a Ruffian lodged a complaint againft a Pole, he could never 
Qbtain juftice, and infult was added to injury. Probably this in- 
iblence was the chief caufe of his fubfequent misfortunes ysai^hi^ 
fall would at leaf): have been retarded, liad he endeavoured to con^ 
ciliate the affedlion of the principal nobles. But the circumftance 
which principally contributed to his lofs of popularity, was the 
little reverence which he profeiTed for the ceremonies of the Greek. 
church. Qfi his. arrival at Mofcow he entered the two cathe* 
drdls with drums beating and trumpets foundii^$ lie paid na 

refpefl: 

diamonds, 600 rubies, 600 (apphires, 600 emeralds, 600 Turkifli 
ftones ; all of a large fize, but fome of the latter were«as big as half 
a pigeon's e§^. It muft be remarked, that this footftool was al- 
ready in the treafury when Demetrius afce^ded the throne ; and 
was a prefent from the Sophy of Perfia to Ivan Vaffilievitch II. S. R* 
G. vol.V. p. 335. Many fimilar ornaments emplo3red at his coro- 
nation had been ufed by the former fovercigns, who were crowned 
with Afiatic magnificence. 

• Thefe parts of his condud were alfo greatly mifreprefented. 
L^Evefquc aiferts, with great appearance of probability, that thefe 
- reports of his incontinence were not founded in truth ; and parti- 
cularly denies that the princefs Irene was facriiiced to his deiires^ 

Vol. III. p. 202« 
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Fefpe6| to the c\er^ ; he made no diftiii^iQii between b&i and hS&m 
vak, would neither bow nor crois him/elf before the £u:red paint* 
ings ; he profaned the church by admitting foreignersat Ae time of 
divine fervice^ and fhll more by the number of dogs which fol* 
lowed him upon the iame occafion. 

'^ He was not only fo much attached to the Polifh cufloms and 
drefs as to prefer them upon all occaiions ; but he even ridiculed 
the Ruilian manners^ and in every inftance deviated from the ex- 
amples of the tzars his pvedecefTort* Inilead of (howing himftlf to 
the people ieldom, and only upon extraordinary occafion s with a 
large retinue, he was accuftomed to traverfe the ftreets with a few 
iervants ; he commonly rode, and, as he wasan excellent horfeman, 
was generally mounted upon the moft fiery fteeds ; he honied fre« 
quently, had mufic at his repairs, never ilept at mid-(by» never 
bathed. Thefe trifling circumftances were regarded in. fo ierious 
a light, that the omifHon of them rendered him thfi objef^ of gene- 
ral hatred; and it was commonly reported, that the peribn who 
could £how fuch a difiafte for the cuftoms of his country, could 
never be deicended from the race of ancient fovereigns. It was 
an obvious inference, to confider the defpifer of his fubje^ls as their 
enemy. Under fuch circumftances his defhi]6tion /eemed inevi- 
table * } and yet near a year elapTed before any tumuh broke out. 

At 

* Muller relates an account of a match with fhow-balls between 
the Ruiiian foldiers and Poles; when the latter, at the command of 
Demetrius, filled the fnow-balls with fand and flones, by which the 
RufEans (blaue Augen und blutige Koepfe bekamen) received 
many black eyes and bloody heads. Such abfurd accufations do 
not merit ferious refutation. Many idle tales are alfo gravely re* 
lated againft him ;^ and indeed every circumflance of his condu6l 
was malevolently interpreted. Among the public diverfions which 
he gave in honour of his marriage was a fire- work, in which a dragon 
was reprefented with three heads fpitting out flames. Such a fpec- 
tacle, being uncommon in the country, affrighted the RalOans ; and 
it was Imported, that the tzar had contrived it on purpofe to alarm 
his iubjeSs. The P.oles were not wanting upon this and all other oc- 
cafiens to ridicule the ignorance and funplicity of the Ruffians, 
which increafed the hatred a^ainft them and the fovereign who 

prote^ed 
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At length his mafriagc with a foreign lady clofed the fcene; 
and it would have been a wonder if he had continued any longer 
tipon the throne.^* 

Having in Poland betrothed himfelf to Ma- 
, riria, the daughtet* of the palatine Mnifchek, he 
^ifpatched a f^^^ndid enibafly to demand lier 
in marriage. The efpoufals were performed at 
Cracow ; and the bride, having made her entry 
into Mofcow, accompanied with a large fuite of 
Poles, was lodged* in a nunnery until the folem^' 
nization of tlie nuptials : during this interval he 
difturbed the devotion of the holy fifterhoo4 
with repeated feafts, concerts, and balk, whereby 
he excited public horror, as a violator of religi-» 
ous difcipline. Ey this infatuated behaviour he 
inflamed the difaffeftion of his fubjeds to fuch a, 
degree, that a regular cpnfpiracy was concerted 
againft liim. The leader was prince Vaffili Ivan^i 

protefted tliem. A wooden tower was alfo conftrufted near the 
City, which, upon a certain day, was to be attacked with a cannon- 
ade and ilormed. After the aflafTination of Demetrius, Vaflilt 
Shuifki publicly aflerted in a manifefto, that Demetrius intended 
to take the opportunity, which the ftorming of this tower prefented, 
of mafTkcring many inhabitants of Mofcow. The gates of the city 
were to be fuddenly fhut,the cannon to be fired among the people, and 
thofe who efcapcd to be hewn in pieces by the Coflkcs and Strelitz, 
amd the Ruffian nobles to be murdered by the Polilh troops. This 
account, fo ijTiprobable in itfelf, is only fupported by the fuppofed 
<:onfeffion of two Polifh nobles, to whom Demetrius is faid to have 
revealed it a day or two before his affaffination; but we may more 
juftly believe it to have been a calumny, invented by Vaffili §hviilki, 
to render the memory of his rival more odiQUSi §ec S. R. G. vol. 

0^^^tch 
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ovitch Shuifki, the fame perfon who had owed 
his life to the lenity of Demetrius, and on whom 
this a£t of clemency had no other efFeft than to 
render him more cautious in his fubfequent ma- 
chinations againft his' benefaftor. Demetrius 
irequently received intimations from different 
quarters of a projefted infurre6lion ; the popular 
odium betrayed itfelf by the moft alarming 
fymptoms ; perfons weic heard' exclaiming in 
the ftreets, " The tzar is an heretick woife than 
" a Turk, and not the fon of Ivan Vaflilievitch.'' 
But, either from natural magnanimity that braved 
all danger, or from the inconfiderate levity of 
his charafter, he was infenfible to all thefe prog- 
noftics; and by obftinately perfevering in his 
unpopular conduft, feemed almoft to invite 
deftruftion. 

The infurre6lion broke out early in the moniing 
on the 1 7th of May. The confpirators fecured 
the principal avenues of the city ; the great 
bell in the Kremlin, the common iignal of alarm, 
was tolled ; and a confufed cry was fpread among 
the people, that the Poles were preparing to maf- 
facre the inhabitants. Vaffili Shuifki, who fe- 
-cretly inflamed the public difcontents, led the 
way to the palace, bearing a crofs in one haml, 
and a fabre in the other, accompanied by a vafl 
multitude armed with the firfl weapons which 
chance prefented. This party, having overpow- 
ered 
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4*red the guards, burft • open the gates of the 
palace, and ruflied towards the royal apartment- 
Demetrius, awakened by the tumult, fummoned 
the few guJirds who were immediately about his 
* perfon, and fallying, without a moment' S delibe- 
ration, againft his aflailants, hewed down feveral 
of the foremoft : being foon overborn by niim- 
bers, he attempted to retreat into the interior 
part of the palace ; but, clofely preffed by- his 
purfuers, precipitated hiipfelf from a windowinto 
a court, and diflocated his thigh with the falL 

Being difcovered in this deplorable condition, 
he was re-conveyed to the palace, and bfought 
before Vaffili Shuifki, who loaded him with re- 
proaches for his impofture. Not difmayed, 
however, with the menaces of his enemy, he 
perfifted * in maintaining himfelf to be the real 
fon of Ivan Vaffilievich II. and appealed to 
the teftimony of his mother, who refided in 
a neiofhbourins: convent. The finnnefs and 
confiftency of his affeverations made a confix 
derable impreffion upon many of the Ruffian 
foldiers, who peremptorily declared, that they 
would proteft him from all injury, unlefs Ma- 
ria Feodorofna formally renounced him as her 

• Mr. Mullen (ays, all the Ruffian writers declare, that he confcf- 
fcdhis impofture; but it is certain that he did not j othcrv^fife, why 
did Vaffili Shuiiki repair to the cotlvent to obtain the tzarina^s 
declaration, when hi» own ctafeffion would have been fully fuffi- 
cient, 

fon. 
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fon. On this unexpefted declaration^ Vaflili 
Shuifki^ accompanied by fome Ruffian nobles of 
his party, repaired to the convent, and retumed 
inftantly with the following anfwer from the prin- 
cefs ; " The real Demetrius was flain at Uglitz ; 
the perfon who at prefent affumes his name is an 
impoftor ; and I was conftrained by menaces to 
acknowledge him for my fon." On the delivery 
of this meffage, the unhappy monarch was in- 
ftantly facrificed to the fury of his enemies. 
Neither was their vengeance appeafed by his 
death, but extended even to his inanimate body ; 
it was pierced with repeated wounds, ftripped and 
expofed for three days to the infults of the popu- 
lace ; it was then depofited in the public chamel- 
houfe, and afterwards * reduced to aflies, from a 
notion that the earth would be polluted by the 
interment-of fo unholy a coi-pfe. 

The aflaflination of Demetrius was followed by 
a general tumult ; the houfes of foreigners were 
pillaged ; an^ not only the Poles, who fell into the 

* It feems, by ot^er accounts, that the body was firft buried 
without th^ city $ and that the multitude flocked in crowds to the 
place. *' The common people believed that mufic was heard in the 
night» and that fpedres were feen hovering about the place where 
he was buried. For thefe reafons the body was dug up, and (hot 
from themoutli of a cannon.'* Schmidt ]l. G. vol. I. p. 361. The 
amthoF of the Ruffian Impoftor alio writes, '' The people dug up 
his poor carcafe out of an obicure grave, and after a repetition of 
barbarities upon him, they burnt the bodyj and fcattered the- afhes 
Qltheair/^ f^i^S* 

hands 
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handi of the people, but even many RuiTmns who 
wore the Poliih drefs, were maflacred. Though 
this ftate of anarchy lafted only ten hours, yet 
more than two thoufand perfons loft their lives^ 
The dreadful fcene was finally clofed by the elec- 
tion of Vaffili Ivanovitch Shuifki to the throne 
of Ruffia. Manifeftos * were immediately pub- 
liflied, in which the new tzar juftified his conduft^ 
and detailed the hiftory and fortunes of bis pre- 
deceflbr, whom he pronounced an adventurer, 
whofe real name was Grifka Otrepief. He af- 
cribes to him an intention of extirpating the prinr 
cipal Ruffian nobility, and of introducing the 
Roman catholic religion into Ruffia; accufeshim 
of holding a correfpondence with the pope for 
that purpofe; infinuates that he had even pro- 
mifed to cede the provinces of Smolenfko and Se-* 
veria to the king of Poland ; reprefents him as an 
heretic and a forcerer ; difplays, in the moft odious 
colours, his averfion to the manners and cufioms 
of the Ruffians, his attachment to foreigners, and 
expatiates with much art upon every part of his 
charafter which was moft likely to excite the pub- 
lic abhorrence, A few days afterwards a mani- 
fefto appeared in the name of the tzarina Maria 
Feodorofna, in which flie apologizes for having 
owned the impoftor for her fon, and again ac- 

f Mr. Muller found thefe manifeltos in the archives of Tfherdiiu 
S. R. G. 347. 364. 366. 

knowledges 
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knowledges that the real Demetrius was aflaffi- 
liated at Uglitz; that the impoftor, at their 
interview near Mofcow, firft accofted her alone* 
and threatened her and her family with the mod 
cruel torments, if fhe refiifed to recoghize him as 
her offsjpring* 

All thefe allegations, however, thus urged 
againft the pretentions of Demetrius, could not 
efface the prepofTeflTions entertained by the gene- 
rality of the Ruffians in favour qf his imperial 
defcent A fl'efh Infurreftion was hourly expefted, 
and jfome tranfient tumults took place, in which 
Vaffili Shuifki narrowly efcaped dellm^lion. In 
this critical flate of affairs he had recourfe to an 
expedient, for the purpofe of appeafmg the pub- 
lic fufpicionsv A rumour being fpread, that the. 
body pf the young prince, formerly murdered at: 
Uglitz, had perforthed miracles, a deputation of 
f«veral biihops and nobles was difpatched to take 
iip the hallowed corpfe from the fepulchr^ and 
to tranfport it to Mofcow* 

*« &pon opening the tomb/' relates Mullcr from the Rudian an- 
^hives^ ^ an agreeable odour filled the whole church; the body was 
lihcorrupted, and the Very clothes entire $ one of his hands gr^fped 
ibme nuts that Were fprinkled with blood, and which the youn|p 

princt 

* Habe mit irh geredet ohne diUs jeniand von den Boiaren, odet 
fff^ecn Lenten, dabey feyn doerfen. S. R. G. vol. V. p. 367. Mar- 
giaret^ on the contrary, who was probably prefent at thb interview, 
&ys exprefsly, ** apres conferences d*un quart d*heur, tnfr^tnadi 
iQUi Us noblest di ceux d€ la vilU, &c. p. 125. 

vol. II; , € * 
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prince had been <»tijnrg at tbt inftsiir of his ai&flinatib^ Hid^itlicl^ 
were carried in great ftate to Moi<jow: on their a)>proach to th« 
tity they were met by Vaflili Shuiiki, the widow of Ivan Vafldlie-^ 
vitch ri. ainti'a large concourfb of people, and depofited'witK much' 
fclttAtdtf in the oUhedral of' St Michael. Burmg ttie prote/ltoHy- 
many thAibled with various dii^dbrt werfr ihiracaloufiy reftoftd to 
health : after the body was placed in the cathedral, thirteen (ick per- 
fons declared themfelves relieved of their complaints by the inter- 
podtion of*tKe (kinti and' the fame number were healed oh dbe en- 
fuingday*." 

Let us contraft this account with the relation 

* 

, of the oppofite party- 

*< On the 4th (of June a difpute concerning Demetrius arpfe bc-^ 
tween the Strelitz and the people, who aflerted that hfe waff not^aii 
impoftor. The tzar atod the boyars cry out, The people (Hall liare^ 
ocular demonflration, that the true Demetrius was killed atUglitzj 
his body is now removing to MofcoW, and has performed many ftu- 
pendous miracles. The boyars prc^cured a poor man's child, afv)ut 
thirteen years of age, cut its tjiroat, and having committed* it fort' 
few days to the ground, conveyed it to Mpfcow^ ihowed it to the^ 
people, and.declared that this was t;he true Demetrius, ,whofe body, 
although' lorig interred, vtra6 'ftni^imcorruptcd, which the fbollik^ 
multhi^de believed, and' lidereiappe&fedt." 

» • > 

The reader M'iU judge which of thefe two ac- 
counts is moft likely to be.true. 

With refpeft to niyfelf, I fhall ojily add, that 
having endeavoured td e:jtamme the .hiftory^of 
the tzar Demetrius withbut prejudice or partiality, 
I am ftrDngly incliiiied'toibeiieve that he was not 

• S. R. G.val. V. p. 3:^ii ' 

f Payerne in Schmidt RiiIT. GefC, vol. 1. p. 364. 

aa 






an impoftor, but the real pcifonage whofe name 
he affumed*, 

* For the hiftory- of DeiHetrius, fee Pctrei^is Mofcoy* Chron* 
Marg^et^s Bdat^ de la Rulfie^p. i$ and 19.-^11 1 — 175* Payerne 
in Schmidt. Ruff. Gef. vol. 11. and particularly Muller's S. R. G« 
Vol* V. p. iSi to 380. That ingenious author has drawn together, 
in one point of view, the principal events of this troublefome aenu 
and has reconciled^ as much as poiTible, the contradidlory accounts 
of the different writers : and though he has adopted the Ruflian 
prejudi^es^ yet he has gifVSil tlie arguments of the oppollte part/ 
\rhh as much candour a» could be expe^ed from an author who 
Wrote in Rudia. 

Since the publication of this chapter^ the death of Mullirallowi' 

« 

itle to declare, (what delicacy at that time pretented mt from affert* 
ing) his Tull conviction ^ that the t^arwasthe real Demetrius. "As 
his impofture/* he faid^ *' is an article of faith, I could not venture 
to publifh my real opinion in this country. Bud i!i perufing my 
account with attention, you wiU perceive that the arguments which 
thav« advanced in favour of the impofbirc are weak and incon- 
clusive/ ^ He added, fmiling» ** If you write on the Aibje^l^ rdut« 
me with freedom j but do not mention mfy confeilion duriilg my 
life-time/* He then related a conversation with the emprefs on 
this fubje^l, When fhe>vasat Mofcow« *' I ank informed,'* ihe faid» 
*\ that you doubt whether Griika was an impoftor^ tell me freely 
what is your opinion ?" Muller refpedlfully evaded thequeftionj but 
being ftill further priefffbd, replied, ** Your Majefty is well ac- 
quainted that the body of the tt-ue I^emetrius is depo6ted in tht 
tathedral of Sc Michael ^ that' he is adored as a faint, and his relics 
|>erform miracles. What will become of thefe relics, Hiould Gri^a 
be proved to be the real Demetrius ^•'*— " True," returned the 
tmprefs) fmiling, *< but let m^ know what wodld be your opinion 
if theft relics did not exift V^ Muller, however, ftill prudently de* 
dined giving a dire^ anfwer, and the emprefs urged him no farther. 
This confeffidn of Mr. Muller, who Was the raoft able advocatt 
of the opinion^ that the tzar was an impoftor, might perhaps render 
it unneceffary to reprint the remaining part of tlie chapter, which 
was priftcipally emf^oyed in refuting his arguments ^ but for the 
filtbfaaion of the reader, who may wifli to fee the ftatements 04 
bothiides of the queilion, it is inferted in the Appendix. 

C ^ 
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CHAP. S. 

Of die praicefs Sophia Akxiefiuu— Mificprefentatioa of her cha« 
nS^. — Jaftificatioa of her candaft. — Her &11 and in^riibii* 
■K&t. — Uc^uftij accuM of attempting to aflaffinafr Vtbet^ — She 
afKunes the toL«— Her deadu 

SCARCELY any portion in the annals of th^ 
country is more important than the minori- 
ty of Peter the Great ; and no charafler more 
Jfofsly mifreprrfent^ than that of his fifter So- 
pWa Alexiefiia, who governed Rnflki during that 
petiod. This iUufirious princefe united many 
perianal and mental accompliihments ; but as (he 
beaded a party in oppofition to PWer, the ido- 
ktry univerfallT paid to him has contributed to 
diminiih the luftre of her adminifiiation. 

I Tras led into thele lefleetions from a vifit 
vluch I paid to the Devitchei nmmeiy in the 
ful^irbs of Mofcow, vliere Sophia was confined 
durine the lalt feventccn years of her life ; and as 
v r have fcarcrlv any knovlecce cf her charafter 
but through t5ie :Tie3itim of her advcrfaries, I 
ahaii thnoj^k^ t<^^her a ie«- pariicuiars, which in- 
ti;;rt n-ii li^ r.x^CT^ 'fevouiablv cf her conduS*. 

Sophia 

♦ TliMit iorntr WTW!* h«« jifns*jSrok"')T caurtdMaed «» reod^ 

• I. TV£;ia w ad-.Vm. ;t, V» * ijhf^fittm' jftf^GVwtf.'* Sat his 

fdbm*")!:^ I- r^.r.t'Tnp*' ^.Y^q>rkwia>iV^ « ^^c*' '«a«x*coft of las par- 



c. 8. Sophia alexie t-^ a. 21 

Sophia was bom in Oftober, 1658. Her fa- 
thcr, Alex^y Michaclovitch, was twice malried ; 

by 

tiality to Peter, as becaufe he was prejudiced againfl prince VaiUti 
'Oalitzin, Sophia*s prime minifler, for having degraded his rdation 
and patron general Patrick Gordon. See Korb Diarium, p. 9t6. 

a. The fecond author is La Neuville, in his ** RtlatioaJe la Mof' 
co'viSf^^ who dignifies himfelf with the title of envoy from the king 
of Poland to the court of Mofcow, and is generally fuppofed to 
have been reiident in that city at the time of Sophisms fall. His 
authority, therefore, is deemed unqueftionable, and the enemies of 
this princefs have not failed to cite it in proof of their accufation?. 
Any pcrfon, however, in the leaft convcrfant i^Ith the hiftory of 
RuiRa, will perceive in this work the groiTeft contradidlions, and 
the moft abfurd tales. The author^ after loading the charafter of 
Sophia with more deceit and cruelty than ever difgraced a Tiberius, 
or a Caefar Borgia, affefts the moft perfect knowledge of the fecr^ 
cabals between her and prince Galitzin : he aflerts their intention 
of marrying, of re-uniting the Greek and Latin churches, of com- 
pelling Peter to afTume the monaftic habit, or, if that failed, of af- 
laflinating him, of declaring the children of Ivan illegitimate^ and 
of fecuriiig the throne to themfelves and their heirs. And as if 
this chimerical projeft was fure of ^uccefs, he adds, prince Galitzin 
had ftill further views : he hoped, by re-uniring RufEa to t^e J^o- 
man catholic church, to obtain the pope's permiflTion (if ^e ihould 
furvive Sophia) to appoint his fon fuccelFor to the throne, in pre- 
ference to thofe whom he (hould have by the princefs, while his 
wife was alive. But fuch abfurd accounts carry their own refuta^ 
tion, and the writer who retails them muft furely deferve no cre- 
dit, even fhould he be " le temoin oculaire," as Voltaire ftyles him, 
" de ce qui fe pafTa/' But the truth is, this envoy to Mofcow is 
a fuppofititious perfon : the author was Adrien Baillet, who.f^ylcd 
himfelf de la Neuville, from a village of that' name, in which he 
was born, and was never in Ruflia. The ** Relation i/e la Mofco'Vie'^ 
was publiilied at the Hague in 1699 j and was probably compiled 
by the author from the vague accounts of Tome of Peter*s adherents, 
who in 1697 accom;>^nied that Monarch into Holland. 

c 3 f In 
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.by his firft wile Maria Jlinitchnu, of the family 
of Milolaffki, he /had Feodor, Ivan, and feveiul 
princeffes, among whom was Sophia ; and Peter 
the Great hy his fecond wife Natalia Kirilofna^ 
of the family of Narifkin. During Maria's lifi^ 
her family enjoyed confiderable influence ; but 
after her deceafe, and upon Alexfey's marriage 
with Natalia, their power was eclipfed by the fu^ 
perior afcendancy of the Narifkins, Hence two 
parties Were formed in the court, and perpetual 
quarrels took place between the children of 
Alex^y by his firft wife, and -their Jftept-motber 

in Menkeni Bibliothcca, La " Relation* de la Mofcovic'* is men- 
tioned among the works of Adrjen Bailler, for an account of whom, 
fee Nrceron, "Hoi^mcs lUuftresf* article Ad. Baillet. 

|. Voltaire has contributed mpre than any other writer to fpread 
.reports injurious to Sophia j but the truth of Ms narrative of her rife, 
adminiftration, and fall, is liable to the (Irongeft obje6^ions ; he 
draws many fe6ls, urged againft Sophia, from the worX of the fup- 
pofed Poliih envoy, LaNeuviUe, which has been fhown to be of no 
authority, and extrafts the remainder almoft folely from certain 
memoirs, \frhjch were tranfinitted to him by order of the emprefs 
Elizabeth, Peter's daughter. 

But the violent prepofleflions conceived againft the memory of 
this unfortunate princefs begin to fubiide. Muller has ventured 
to juftify her character in fome inftances; the author of the " An- 
tidote to the Abb? de phappe^s Journey into Siberia," fpeaks of 
Bcr in a favourable manner; and L'Evefque has evidently (hewn, 
'that her charafter Ijas been grof^Iy mifreprefented. I had already 
£ni&xed this Chaptf^r, as well as the laft, before his hiftory made its 
•appearance, and though the arguments of that judicious fiiftorian 
Jiad no fhare }n forming, tli^y certainly confirmed my opinion in 
favour of Sophia. 

6 " Katali^ 
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NfitaUa. During thb period, Ivan Michaelo- 
A^itch Milolaffki, t^he head of that family^ 4)ndca^ 
Toured fecretly to ijindennine the Nariikins : hc 
.^attributed Xo their influence the increafe of thjp 
^xes^ and the delay in pay ing the .tjcopps, and re*- 
proached them as the au^thors of all the gi^i^^v^nces 
which wqre nrged agaiiift the govemmenft of 
Alex^y. J3y thefe and other artifices he labour- 
ed to render them unpopular ; and having gained 
a large body of Stxelitz*, waited for a favour* 
able opportunity to execute his defigns f . On 
thei acceflion of Feodor, his relations; the family 
of Milolaffki, re-affumed their importance, and 
the Nariikins were excluded from all fliare i^ the 
adminiftration of affairs. 

Sophia gained the aftedtiou of her brother Feo-' 
dor, by the fuperiority of her underftanding, iu- 
linuating addrefs, and umvearied attention dur- 
ing his long illnefs. To her the tzar, whofe infir- 
niities rendered him unfit to govern, refigned the 
direction of affaire, and at her fuggeftion, placed 
his fole confidence in prince Vaffili GaJitzin, a 
jQobleman who had greatly diftinguiflied himfclf,- 
under the reign of Alex^y Michaelovitch, for his 
political abilities. 

•* The Rufllan regiment of giiards were called Strelitz, or Streltfi, 
until they were fuppreiTed, and the name aboUihed> by Peter the 
Great. 

f S^ix^ocokoTt Aufru^r der Strelit^en, p. 4. 

c 4 Feodor 



Feodor dying without iffue, April l68% Ivan 
his brother, and rightful heir of the throne, was 
excluded from the fucceffion on account of his 
incapacity, and his halfrbrother Peter declared 
tzar. In regard to this event, the partizans of 
iPeter endeavoured to eftablifli two pofitions: 

1. That he was raifed to this dignity in confe-4 
quence of Feodor's exprefs appointment; and> 

2. By the unanimous voice of the nation. 
With refpcft to the firft pofition, the nomina- 

tion of Peter *; when we confider, that Feodor 
was governed by Sophia and his OM^'n family, it 
is not probable, that he fhould aft in direft op- 
pofition to their interefts; and enfure, by the no- 
mination of Peter, the adminiflration of affairs 
to the Narifkins. This ftate of the cafe has been 
lately eftablifhed by a Ruffian hiftorian f, who 
informs us, froin the authority of authentic re- 
cords, that Peter did not owe his elevation to 
any declaration of Feodor in his favour, but to 
the fuffrages of thofe perfons in whom the right 
of nominatins: the fucceflbr was vefted. 

In regard to the fecond pofition, the unanimi- 
ty of Peter's eleftion ; Muller, who, has explored 
the Ruffian archives with a view of afcertaining 

• " Feodor avant d'expirer, voyant que fbn frcre Ivan, trop diA 
gracie de la nature, ^tait incapable de regner, nomma pour h€ritier 
des Ruffes fon fecond frere Pierre," &c. Voltaire. • 

-j- Prince Sherebaitof, See Bach. Ruft. Bib. vol. V. p. 5c*. * 

this 
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this point, can fupply us with noHi)Ctter proofs 
than the following information * ; 

<< Soon after the death of Feodor, all the iervants of the cottit« 
the officers^ and eccleiiafticsy v^ho were then at Mofcow, aflembled 
in the palace and court-yard to kifk the hand of the deceaied mo- 
narch ; after which ceremony they alio kifled the hands of the two 
princes Ivan and Peter, the former of whom was fixteen, and the 
latter ten years of age. The ill health of Ivan, the hopeful appear- 
ance of Peter, and the well-known prudence and virtue of his mo- 
ther f, induced all who were prefent to prefer the younger to the 
elder brother, and'unanimoufly to raiie Peter to the throne. The 
aftoniihing quiet and ^manimity with which this important affair 
i;ras accomplifhed, feems to prove, that it was preconcerted by 
the patriarch and principal nobility. The patriarch Joachim, 
d^ended from a noble family, was at the head of this tranf- 
a€tion. The principal courtiers, ecclefiafUcs, nobles, officers, 
merchants, and a great concourfe of people, being aiTembled 
before the imperial palace, he demanded of them, whom they 
would nominate tzar, Ivan or Peter ? The queftion 'was extremily 
nmufiuil, but, being juftified by the circumflances, was anfwered in 
favour of Peter. Probably the party of Ivan did not forefee that 
a younger prince, who was a minor, would be preferred to his elder 
' brother ^ atul *weri ibirefore not fref tared to make avf oppofitum to the 
apfeintntiiU of Peter, 

*^ Two contradid^oxy accounts of this nomination are given in 
ti«!0 pf the moft authentic records in the archives of Mofcow. The 
irk informs ui that Ivan, as the eldeft, publicly renounced his 
j-jght to the crown, before it could be conferred upon Peter : the 
iecond makes^ no mention of this renunciation, but afcribes the 
appointment of Peter to the general wifhes of the nation.** ^ 

s ♦ Von Peter's des Groil^n erftern Gelangung zum JThron. in 
Jonr.^et.. for 1780. 

•f This prince& was then fcar^ely 24 years of age, aud had 
'given no proofs of prudence and wifdom.— L'Evefque more juftly 
ilyles her «* jeunc princeflTe qui n^avoii pti fe faire encore aucune 
reputation.^' 

The 
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' 3^hp jfirft ^eccxrd in the office for foxeigii affaim 
thus relates the tranf^dion : 

^ Aod the .patriarch Joachim, aad>the ipetropolitaiu And arch- 
liiffiops,. and all the cjergy, ^d the Siberian .a»d KaiCmovia^i 
jpcincesy and the Boiars ^ Okolt^itihi, and the JDommue->Diaki^ 
juii^ th^ Stolmcs and Straeptihi^ and the iiobility of Mofcow, an^ 
4he ShUitfiy.^nd the nobks from the country, and the fqldiers and 
Goili, and the merchants juid people, entreated the princes, Iva^ 
and peter, that one of them would picafe to afcend the hereditary 
throne of RuflSa," &c» And the tzarovitc^ Ivan iaid, " it being- 
advantageous for the public that my brother tbe .tzarovitch and . 
.great-duke Peter fhould afcend the throne of Ruifia, huutfe hif 
0Uthir ibi txarmi Natalia is /dkfi : I, therefore, the tzaro¥itch a^ 
^rcat-dukfi Ivan, lefign the throne to the tzarovttch and greatrdujcr 
Jeter* And the tzar and j^reat-duke Peter afcead^ the tl^i>c»'^ 

^ According to the other record, which )& m the 
Journal of Occurrences at court : 

^ The. patriarch demands of the perlbas ai&inbied for 'the nomi'* 
i&ation of the new fovereign, whom they would eled Ivan or Pe- 
ter. And, the Stolnics and Straeptihi, and the nobles, and the 
Piakiy anjl ^ Shilitfi, and the l)ietiboirafki, and the G<^, and 
the merchants, and the other people of different ranks, anfwered 
unanimottlly, that the thrpne of all the kingdoms of the great 
Ruffian empire belonged to' Peter Alexievitch: then the pa- 
triarch addrefTed the Bqiars, Okolnitflu, privy counftllorsi and 
principal perfons belonging to the court ; and the Boiars, &rc. an- 
fsvcred unanimoully. The tzarovitch and great-duke Peter is, by 
the choice of all the ftates and people of the Mofcovite'empird, tzar 
a^d great-duke of all Great, Little, and White Ruffia."' 

\Vc may remark upon thefe extraftsv that be* 

ing compiled by the friends of Peter, even if 

* . ' . '■ 

they did not contradiQ; each other, theii: autho- 

I ritY 
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5ity would be exceedingly exceptionabk.; iicy 
^puld their filence, with refpeft to any oppQii- 
tion, be confidered as a fufficient teftimony thatt 
Jthe fuffmges in favour of Peter were unaniniQus ; 
becaufe his adherents would never record any 
particulars tending in the fmalleft degree to in- 
4ralidate his pretenfions, or fupport thofe of IvalL 
.Befides, when we rexrolleft the pow^r of the fa- 
^ly of Milolafiki during the reign of Feodor, 
the influence which prince Vaffili Galitzin inuft 
h<tve acquired from his office of prime minifter, 
and particularly the infinuating ;naDners and po* 
|>nlarity of Sophia (all of whom were bound, ncrt; 
only by the ftrongeft ties of intereft, but even 
for their common fecurity, to fupport theicaufe 
.of Ivan) it is not probable, that the nomination 
of Petei- was as unanimous as it is reprefented. 
Andindeed it is certain *, that a nobleman, nam- 
ed Sumbalof, objc6led to the validity of the , 
jeleftion, hecaufe the younger brother was pre- 
ferred to the elder; that his repionftrance was 
followed by thofe of many others, and that ^ven 
the patriarch Jbachin/, who is efteemed by Mul^ 
ler a ftronc: advocate of Petei\ foon afterwards 
* embraced the party of Ivan : thefe circumftances 
/feem to imply that Peter was not raifed to the 
fljrone by the unanimous voice of the nation ; 

^ §umopkof, p. 55—57. 

but 
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but that the fuffrages of the atfembly had been 
furprized by the fecret machinations of the 
Nariikins. 

Peter, however, by whatfoever means his no^ 
mination was obtained, received, as fole fovereign, 
the fealty of his fubjefts ; and the government 
was entrafted to his mother Natalia. But the 
party in oppofition to Peter was ftrong and pow- 
erful ; his eleftion was not as yet confirmed by 
the whole body of Strelitz, who, to ufe the fpirited 
expreffion of a Ruffian author, poffeffed above 
14,000 armed votes*; and their peculiar fitua- 
tion at this important junfture rendered them fijt 
inftruments of a new revolution. 

Juft before Feodor's demife, nine of thefe regi • 
ments, quartered at Mofcow, having tumultu- 
oufly affembled, demanded redrefs of ill-treatment 
received from their colonels, and an inftant dif-* 
charge of all their arrears. Prince George DoK 
gorucklj their chief, leaving ordered one of the 
ringleaders to be feized, ftripped, and puniflied 
with the knoot, an immediate infurreftion was the 
confequence; the executioners were infulted, and 
the prifoners refcued f. On the day fubfequent 
to the interment of Feodor, the foldiers proceed- 
ed in a large body to the Kremlin, and prefented 

» 141 98 bcwafFnete ftimme. Sumorokofji p. 19. 
f Gordon, p. 70,. 

a petition 
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a petition againfl nine of their colonels, who 
being delivered, to them by the miniftry, were 
publicly whipped a.nd difcharged *. Ivan Mi- 
lolaffki inflamed the difcontents of this muti- 
nous body, and though confined to his chamber 
by a pretended ficknefs, contrived to hold fe veral 
interviews with the ringleaders, who affembled at 
night in his palace. Sophia is alfo accufed of 
being prefent at thefe meetings, of diftributing 
money to the principal infurgents, and of exafpe- 
rating tliem againft the family of Narilkin, On 
the morning of the 1 5th of May, a report being 
fpread that Peter was not unanimoufly eleded, 
the drums beat to arms by order of Ivan JVIilo- 
lafiki, and the Strelitz being tumultuoufly affem- 
bled, two perfons of his party entered their 
quarters, cr}ung, " The hour of vengeance is at 
hand, Ivan Alexievitch is affaffmated, and the. 
Narifkins are mafters of Ruffia; revenge the 
murder of the tzar ov itch." The fold iers, in- 
flamed to fury by thefe exclamations, marched 
with drums beating and colours flying to tlie 
Kremlin, tolled ttie great bell, furrounded the 
palace, and demanded the aflalfins of Ivan. 
Although the tzarina immediately produced both 
Ivan and Peter; yet the infurgents were not ap- 
peafed, but vehemently required the execution of 

• Gordon, p. 7? j and Voltaire. 
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the NariflcirisV Their ftiiy ^as ftill fiirther aug^ 
ihented by a rumour induftrioufly circuliatedj 
that Ivan Na-rifkui^ the brother of the tzarfna^ 
had feii^ed' the diadem and royal robes. In the 
itiidft oif this tumulli one of the officers venturetf 
to harangue thef foldiers'j he affur^d thetn, fliat 
Ivati Alexiavitch was in perfeft fafety ; that all 
their grievances fliould be redi^ffed'^. and exhort- 
ed them td'difperfe. This harangue feemed to 
ttiake a fenfible impreflion, and the tumult waa^ 
ilibfiding ; when Princd Dolgorucki imprudentty 
threatened them with tlie fevereft punifhment foi* 
their mutiny and rebellion : inflamed by this ilk 
timed irtetiace, tiiey feized the prince, hurled him' 
ihto the air, received him upon their pikes, and 
heaved his body to pieces. This aflaffination' ivas^ 
the prelude to a more general maffacre, whiclr 
eoutinued'during three days without intermifliou- 
Not only the two brothers of the tzarina, and a 
few others moft obftoxious to the infurgents, fell* 
vi6lims fo their fury, but feveral perfons, by no 
means unpopular, were facrificed amidft the gene-* 
ral 'confufion, and Mofcow undei^''ent a- general 
pillage. 

To clofe this horrid fcelie, the principal nobles^ 
affembled on the 1 8th of May, and, by a com- 
promife between the two parties, Ivan and Peter 
were declared joint fovereigns;* but as Ivan 

wa» 
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vas iiM^pabre of g'iiveriimg, and Peter in hirf 
miitbrity, tfhe adfaiittifltetioii of affairs was veft^rf 
m th« hands of Sophia* Rtence conclufions vreiW 
<frawn unfavourable to* thalC jJrincefs*: ihe was* 
aceufed' of having ihaiiitairied 3 fecreU iWelli^ 
genc^ wrfli the ringleaders of Strelltz, of^ eiocitlng; 
them by falfe reports to revolt, of ordering moiiey* 
and fpirituous liquors to be diffributed ^moiig the 
iblifi^tiS/ arid even of deli%Neriiig' them a lift * of 
^rty nobFes whom* ihe had profcribed. All her 
actions are' maKgnantly interpreted : when Ivan 
Nariflrai was led to execution ; flie publicly ac-' 
conipanied* the tzarin!a> and- thfe patriarch . W in- 
tercede for liis life, pkcecf tJiie ihmge of the Vii^gi^i* 
Wslry itt his hands to ftopfhe fiiry of the Strelitz,- 
and endeavoured, though' in vain, to footh his^ 
affaflins f. They who judge unfavourably of heU 
condu€i^, fay, that this compaflidn was only feign- 
ed ; attd that flie ftcretly inftigated his affaffina- 
^on, thoiigA fhe out^V^ardly affedled to intercede:):. 

• « Enfin, Sophie'* fays Voltaire, ** fait rcmcttre cntre leuri 
** mains une lifte de quarantc feigneurs qu'clle appMIe Icurg cnc- 
** mis, et ceux de TEtat et quails doivent maffacrer." I cannot 
give credit to this lift of forty nobles, wliich Voltaire compares 
*« aux profcriptions de Sylla et des triumvirs de Rome." Who- 
ever will, attentively perufe the account of the enfuing maflacrc in 
Gordon, or even in Voltaire, will find that the fury of the StneUtz^ 
except againft the Narifkins, was more diredled by. chance than by 
deiign. 

f Gordon, p. Si, t Sumorokof. 

Upon 
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Upon' this fuppofition the whole condud of 
Sophia implies fuch a deep-laid fcheme ofhypo- 
crify, artifice, and revengej^ as feems rather adapts 
ed to a politician grown grey in iniquity, and 
long, praftifed in the arts of fedition, than to a 
princefs like Sophia^ only in the 25th yearof het. 
age. 

But the caufes which led to this revolution, 
inay be traced from feyefral events in the reign of 
Alexfey Michaelovitch, l6ng before Sophia- had 
the leaft influence in political aiFairs, and particu- 
larly^ from the domeftic feuds in the imperial 
family. It appears alfo that the firft infurre6lion 
of the Strelitz was caf^ial ; occafioned by the ar- 
rears of pay, and the unpopularity of the colonels, 
and cannot, with the ^ leaft degree of probability, 
be imputed to the intrigues of Sophia ; there-* 
fore fhe can only be accufed, even by the mofl 
malignant interpretation of her<:onduft,; of ayaiK 
ing herfelf of that mutiny to procure the ele6l;ion 
of Ivan. But there is furely a wide difference 
between aflerting the injuftice of his excltifion 
from the throne ; or, under the mafk of modera-' 
tion and caijclour, inflaming to inadnefs the fury 
of a difaffeded Ibldiery, and calmly leading thefn 
from aflaffination to aflaffination *. , 



♦ Tandis que les Strelitz commcngaient ainfi a fc foire craindrtf, 
la princefTe Sophie, qui Us auimaitfiiu hum,. pour Us conduire decrinu 
g» mmtj &c. Voltaire^ 

But 
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Btft is it not more reafonable to fuppofe, 
<hat Ivan Milolafflci, who had, during the 
Ydga of Alex^y Michaelovitch, fonned a party 
igainft the Narifkins, fhould take advantage of 
iMs fedition of the Strelitz, with whom he had 
long entertained a fecret intelligence ; and that 
Sophia waa the oftenfiHe inftmment of his 
defigft9 ? In a word, that fhe was raifed to thfe 
tegeney by the cabals of a powerfiil party, \i*ho 
Ibrefaw their own ruin in the nomination of 
Peter ; and who, in the midft of an infurredion, 
hdd forth to this licentious body the unalienable 
lights of ivan^ Examples were not wanting to 
ftovt ihst the incapacity of Ivan was no bar to 
Iris eleftion : a memoraMe inflance was exhibilecj 
in the perfou of Feodor Ivanovitch, who, notr 
•i»t)h^ndiog his imbecility, was raifed to the 
iSirone; and a regency entrufted with the admi- 
niftratioji of affairs *■. It muft alfo be confidered^ 
tbat Pieter, then only in his eleventh yea^, had 
liot displayed any inftances of that vaft fuperio- 
rity of underftanding, which afterv\raa'ds marked 
hi& ^»*»Stfir ; ajod thftt his mother, who was to 
^&y ^e -reins of empire, was a perfon of no ex- 
perience;; and extremely unpopular. Nor is it 
^ali^-.of iuip^e th^^ the case of Ivan and the 
wteraiftratiofl of government fhould be com* 
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mitted to Sophia. The viftorious family wcmld 
naturally choofe a regent devoted from intereft 
and inclination to their party ; ^ perfon of impe- 
rial lineage, popular manners, refpefitable charac^ 
ter, and great abilities ; all thefe^ requifites cen* 
tered in Sophia. 

However authors may have ceufured the am* 
bitious defigns of Sophia; they unanimoufly 
concur in delineating her engaging manners, the 
beauties of her perfon *, the vigour and wifdom 

* Weber, the Hanoverian Envoy at St. Peteribargh in the begixv* 
ning of this century, fays of Sophia, ".The tzar was frequently 
heard to declare, that, excepting her mofdinate ambition, (he waa 
ft princeis of grfo^ perjbaal znd mental accompliflitnents.^^* Ver. 
RuflT. vol. I. p. 143.— — Voltsdrc clofes a, fpiri ted portrait, by 
iaying, " une figure agreable relevoit tous fes talens." Perry dc- 
fcribes her, at the time of the revolution, as a hand/bme young lady^ 
ithefi upwards of 23. He came . into Rudia in 170s, two years 
before her death ; aj)d though he never faw her bimfel^on account 
of her iraprifonment, muft have kno^n many who had been pcr- 

ibnally acquainted with her. Perry *s State of Ri^flia, p. 143. 

Sumorokof fays, of her, |:hat fhe poflefl^d a good underflknding an^ 
frsat beauty t p, ip^— — Many other authors, njiight be quoted to 
the fame purpofe, but as there is nothing which party-malice will ^ 
not invent to depreciate ah obnoxious chara£ter, the fuppofititious 
Polifh envoy La Neuvillelias mifteprefented hei^ perfon as «[mcli as 
Jier condu6V, ** Sophie dont l>fprit U le n;ierite ne ti^^it i^n,dp 
la ^ifformite defon arrfSy etant iTune grofeur moufireueufi^a'vee une-^ 
iUeUtrge comme unboijfeau^ Hu pott au vi/age, dei bupsaux jamlfet 
He-au mollis 40 ans ; mais aiitan t y«^ fa taSiU eft lap^i^ ctuffity dT 
gr^r/yWitz^i &>n efpritgfk fin, dflie-A' j^li^^uer 5.-^5 ftiftiiwr 
jamais lu Machiavel, elle pofTede naturellement toutes fes tpax-t 
imes,** Sx, {>. 151. 
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4>f her admiBiftration, and her exteqi^yf plans fqp 
th^ advantage of her country. 

Sophia r^pofed her principal confidence in 
prince Valfili Galitzin, commonly known by the 
n^me of the Great Galitzin^ a inoft able minifter, 
and confummate politician. The fcandaloit9 
chionicle of thofe times, or rather of a later per 
nod, attributed her partiality to a fofter paffion, 
though he was aboye fixty years of age ; and her 
enemies have not even fdrupled to de.clare *, that 
ihe had formed the plan of affaffinating the two 
tzdrs^ ufurping the throne, and efpoufing prince 
Galitzin, who was' to obtain a divprce from hi3 

Sophia t has been alfo accufed not only of neg? 
Ipjfting the education of Peter, but of introducing 
him into tjie company of the moft profligate, 
young ippn, and encouraging Jiis pj-oppnfity to 
^very fpecies of excefs which might enervate hjg 
fji-^me, weaken hi^ underftanding, ^nd render him 
ayerfe to bufinefs. This calumny, however, ha^ 
been amply refuted by MuUer Ij^ who has ihewn, 
fropi nnqueftionable authority, that lyap and 
Peter had two different courts j the educatioij 
of Petar was foldy entrufted to his mother j. 
And if improper perfon? weye placed about hlv^^ 

^ Gordon, p. &6. 

t Voltaire, . 

J ^ourn. of St. Pet M^* X77<* ?• i^h >^9f 
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the blame muft fell upon her, and notHnpoh'Sd- 
phia. W ith refpeft to his propeiifity to driAkf*g, 
that vice "was extremely comriionfttKuflia, and 
printe Vaffili^ Galitzin "was as 'rAnarkable for 
his fobrietyas the favourites of Prter, te Fort 
and Boris Galitzin, Vere notorious for 'intern- 
^perknce. ^^ Lfr F6rt/' fays'a- writer who "^as iii 
Livonia when the tzar itsii his fuite ^pkfled 
through that country in his fitft journey to Hol- 
land, " is a man of good uriderftandii% ; very 
' perfonkble, engaging, aiid eriterfcaiHHig ; ^atrire 
Swifs for probity and braterj^ but ckitfly f&r 
^drinfcing. Open tables kre kept evefyj where 
with trumpets, and mufic, attended with feaft- 
ing and exceffiVe drinking, as if "his tzarifli 
majefty had been another fiacdhus. I have 
'"not yet feen fuch hard drinkeJ^s ; it is not-pof- 
fible to exprefs it, 'and they boaft of it ias 'a 
mighty qualificariion'"!.'' .' 

'fhus it appears that 'Pi^tier'^id examples of 
inteinpertmce inhis t)wn houfhbld*; and it can- 
not be fappofed that i:e Tort was the t^reitiire 
of Sophia, 'the ' evident aifehood' of fuch • vi- 

• ^ GaliCzin was' the only nranof tjfn^ijr in Rnflki who cdald 
entertain, 'without forcing his company to drink to. excefs. 
Brandy, the liquor whrchflowisd at every otEer table, "was* feiaoin 
feen at his, who never drank any himfelf, but took much delight 
in rational and ingenious converfation/' 

Mottley 's Life* ot fttcr. 

f Account of Livonia, p. ao^. 

Tiilent 
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ru}e^.2(CCufationa flujuld induce us not to credit 
otjbyer calumnies; particYlarJy the charge that 
ihe ^t^^ippted to .deftroy Peter by poifon, which^ 
tbpughr it failed, of its intended eiFefi:, difordered 
hiarjfpnftitutionj, ^.nd occafion^Iy produced me^ 
lapqholy and defpair bordering on niadne& 
X^j^ Jt;ep6rt took ite rife from his pronenefs to 
ej^ep^p fits; a diff^rder common in his family, 
w^igh gradually diw^niih.ed as he grew ftrongei:, 
bi^^ 4^^ entirely :. fpribok ;him. Before an 
^^^^p^.,^jR^ur^l Y.^Hemence, and- favagenefe 
c^ }j3g teipjper brj;,>fce .out with redoubled vio- 
ieifice, ;?fl4 .rendered hig^i the terror gf all who 
a^pg^^ifid him. Jhe inveterate rancour with 
which the enemies pf Sopliia have calumniated 
her memory, is in no inftance more evident than 
frofli^their abfurdly iiflputing thfe' brutal ferocity 
Qi Peter *to th^e eft'ect^. pf .poifpn which ilie admi* 

' ' ' - ^ But 



l*r:^f: Jl Pfcpjwt qif9l<|}X€fo^s des accts -d'humeur chagrinc, ou il 
lembl^- ^5H%4. 4^ ^'i4c* J^ojrc qu'on voulajt attenter a fa per» 
jfoia^fE^et.QU i^$ axois Jqi.©lu3 familicrs craignaient fes emportcmens, 

Ces ACCES ETAIENT UN RESTE FATAL X>V POISON, qU'lL 

ILEcyT. DE 80N AUBiTiEU^E soEun SoPHiE. On en connaif* 
^t Tapproche a certains ntowvemens con'vufjifs dt fa boucbe. 
L'Imperatrice ^tait avertie. ]E^lle venait lui parlerj le fon de 
cette voix I'e cahnait arinftaht. EUe Je faifait alleoir, ct s'em- 
parait ^n le cajolaiit de la tete, qu'elle gratiait doiicenieht. 
C'etait comme un charme, qui rafoupi/att en pen de minutes. 
Pour J3t pas troMbler Con fommeil, ell? foiitenait f* tptc for fan 



But it is time to trace the priticlpal caufes 6thcf 
fall Sophia, to whom Ivan fiirrendered thfe ditec* 
lion of afFaifs, affumed tome exterior marks of 
liomage, ^^v'hich fetm to have befen hitherto appro- 
priated only to the Sovereigns 6f Ruflia. While 
the heads 6f her two brother^ were impteflbd' on 
one fide of the coin^, hdr image, ' arrayed "iHth 
the crown, fceptre, krid ' iriiperial tobes, ' il«^aS 
ftamped updn the reverfe ; ih the public aas het 
namie wa^' added t6 the fi^ifiatuiie' of Ihfe tM^o 

tzars *, and Hit appeared ill proteffibris decbfAted 

, ' ' ,♦"»» 

with all the eAfigns of royalty f : cireiitoftAbccs 
^hich ga^'^e ' umbrage to the rival family,* and 
afforded a fpecious pretence fdr invdgbtog 
iagainft her aitibitioiis defigns. :! . ; i- 

£eih,i^krer4mii&f(HJani^Jeuxouiroisieures. Alors U fe re- 
veillaint, enticrement ralTis et remis au lieu qu'avant qu'elle cut 
^tudie cette rtaniere fi fimpliedifi le*foulager,-ie5 ieec^ ^taictot k 
terreur de ceux qui Tapprothaient, ai'ant cau(c dit 'o% ^titfques 
jmalheurs, et etant fuivi de ^laux de tUt i^rtuxj qui Juraihtt det 
rjournees entUres*** Bafferitz in Buf. H. M. IX. p. 294: Strange 
efrefts of poifbn given in his infancy. Thofe who have been ufed 
to fee perfons iii epileptic fits^ will eafily difcoVcr all tKe eflSdtis of 
that difbrder froni the Words in Italib^. "^ Bifhof^ Burnet fays^,-* he 
^as fuBje^t to convulfive motions klfover his body, ahd^ft'licad 
feemed to be affefted with thefe.*' - ' ^ 

* She did not fign her naihe in tte puSlic decrees until 168;^* 
Buf. Hifi. Mag. v. L p. ji; - . ^ - 

f Thefe eircumftalices cannot imply a defign of .ufurping thd 
fovereign authority; for (he was only accufed, even by her ene-i 
hiies, of fecretly confpiring ^gainft Peter, and n^X of ^n open at-^ 
tempt to f<ize,the crowni 

Petej^ 
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Peterr as he advanced in years and felt himfelf 
born f6r empire, beheld with diirati5fa6iion the 
power lodged in the hands of a rival party : en- 
couraged by his mother and her adherents^ he 
claimed a fliare in the adminifiration, and took 
his'feat^ for the firft time, in the privy council, on 
the 25th of January, 1668, in the eighteenth 
year of his age* Sophia, though unwilling to 
refign any part of her authority, could not with- 
hold her confent ; but as Peter^s fpirit was above 
controiil, ihe availed herfdf of fome violent al- 
tercations which pafled between them, to exclude 
him from his feat. From this period their dif- 
fentions arofe to fo grcfat an height, as to threaten 
an open rupture ; and the fall of the one feemed 
neceflary for the fecurity of the other *i 

Things remained in this ftate of jealoufy and 
variance, until September, 1689; when the afpir- 
ing genius of Peter acquired the afcendancy, 
gind fe^yred his undivided authority by the fall 
and imprifonment of Sophia, By the advice of 
Boris Galitiin and the Nariflcins, Peter refolved 
to arreft his lifter, and feize the reins of govern-, 
ment. It is aiferted by his adherents f, that 
Sophia and prince Vaffili Galitzin, apprized of his 
, intentions, determined to prevent their own ruin 
}py his affaflinationf tha^ they gained over the 

• Journ. of St. Pet. (op i^^S, p. 175, 176, 
^ Gordpiu 

P 4 chief 



chief of the Bferelite and a coips of 600 men, afad 
ft6lually comniiflioiied theni tio perpetriAA thai 
kifamous deed. Peter Had retired to . itecp 
%t his palace of Preofoaiheniki iiear M^ofcow ; 
vhen two * of the confpirators, it is faid, 'ftniek 
ifith horror at their criuie) Quitted theii*^ coinpa.* 
nions, and\hailened to ' tibe young tzar tirith th^ 
information that a body of Streiitz /were upuon 
their march to afTaflinate him« ' Peter re&fird to 
credit their report, until it was confirmed by Boris 
Galitzinand one of his uncies, whom he dif^ 
patched to reconnoitre; and the confpirators 
were already fo near that he had fcarcely time to 
make his efcape f. He uiftahtly proceeded to 
the convent of the Holy Trinity ; where' troops 
flocked from all quarters, and in three days he had 
an army of 66,000 men under his command. 

• It 19 remarkable, that this (ame ftoiy of two confpiratorp 
yiho were engaged to aflaflinatc Peter, but, repenting, difcovered 
the plot, is again, related as happening in 1697. * Schmidt. Ruff; 
Gef. V. If . p. 90. 

f Voltaire, though convinced of %|^i|i> intehtion to afOUSliate 
Peter, and^notwithftanding the intelligence be received from the 
court of Peterft)urg, can only give us the following fcanty infor- 
mation : " La NeuviUe refident a/ors a Mofc<n9, et temoin oadairs d^ 
ei qui fe pajja^ pretend que Sophie ct fialitzin engagerent le nou- 
veau chef des Strelitz aleur facrifierleurjeuneczar : ilparaitau 
moins t^ue iix-cent d'e ccs Strelitz devaient s'emparer de (a 
perfonne. Le« mcmoires fccrettes- que la cour de Rnffie m^ 
confics, aflurent que le ' parti etoit pris de tuer Pierre Premier, 
le coup allait ^tre porte, et la Rttflk elait priv^ a jamais de la 
pouvellc exifteAce, qu*elle,'* &c. 

Meanwhile 
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' Meattwhiie Sophia, ia a ft^te of eonfteniatieiif 
demtd all intercouife with the confpirators» exi^ 
psefifed the iitnioft horror at. their attempt, dif* 
patched rq)eated meflages . to her brother to 
jnflify her eonduft, and .even fct off ip p^r£oi^ 
to aflert her innocence ; but was ordered to 
jrelum flo Mbfcow, and deliver the ringleaders 
edf the mutitiy. Soon afterwards Peter hi0)ie)f 
lepaired to the Capital: the. principal confpi-t 
TZtox$ being: torured in bis prefence, coqfi^ifed 9, 
defign againil his life, and fuflered the fev^reft 
putii^fliment. Vaffili Galitzin * wat^ bamihec} 
into Siberia, and Sophia imprifoned for life 
in the Devitch^i nunnery : Petf r alone a.irmne4 
the reins of govemroent, apd found fufl[icjejit; 
fcope for his vaft and enterprifing genius ;. whilf 
the name of Ivan was flill inferted as a rpatte^ 
of fbrwKility, in the public §^s ^ntil hif deaths 
which happened in 1696. 

Such are the principal cir jcumllances of this 
extraordinaTy rp volution; but this js the account 
given by the vi6torious party, and the caufe of 
Sophia has never undergone a candid exami- 
nation. It may he impoffible to exculpate her 
entirely from ambitious views: flie might be 
unwilling to relinquifh a power which flie had 

long enjoyed, and exercifiad with great ability ; 

1- • 

• This able mimiler A|rvive4 his f;dl 24 ycara; he was rclcared 
fix>m prifon in 1711: and died at his avrtf^clhxc in 171 v 

flie 



flie might efteeni the right of Ivan to the thrcinc 
as fuperjor to that of Peter, arid dOnfider Peter'& 
acquifition of the fole fo vercignty a& the certain 
Jjrehide to h^r own deftru6H<^nj but .\rc have nor 
j)ofitive evidenc€5 * that flie conipired agaiaft her 
brother's life ; and perhaps the whok ftory of tlie 
intended aflkffihation was feigned by Boris Gsl< 
litzin f and her enemies* She wanted not op-* 
portunities of efcaping from Raffia, knd nevei 
%ould have imprudently demanded admittance 
into Peter's prefence, to affert her innocence^ 
had the proofs of her guilt been as {bong as heif 
adVeiYaHes pretended. In a word, the confli£l 
between Peter and Sophia was the conflid of 
Iwo rivals impatient of controul, and driving for 
^re-^minenbe : the caufe of the fuccefsful party 
was deemed juft arid equitable, and the van* 
^Mitd fadion loaded with ^very fpecies of 
enormity.' 

The reftlefs fpirit of Sophia, brooding in the 
Tolitude of a conirent, is faid to have excited 

f We have no certain proofs that any of the coiif*piratorf accufe 
ed Sophia of being privy to any dc%n upon Pcter^s life} and, 
^ven if they did name her as an accomplice, thiur eyideiiQe« extor^ 
ed by the rack, is by no meai^s to be depended on. 

f It appears frqn> the following paffage that the dif^fovery of 
Sophia's deiigns came from that quarter : " Princft Boris GaHtzin, 
U CaTthful fubje6t <^f the ttar Fetei% coming tim^y to penetrate into 
his kinfman^s prince Bafirs deiigns, put the tzar vpon his guards 
advifmg him, without 'delay, td take the ^vemment inX^'hit 
hands*** Gordon, v. h p. 89I • ' 
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Trefh troubles tad infurreftions ; and, dufingjicf 

ilijfe, no coiifpiraey was formed agatnft Peter, in 

"#hich (he 'l^&s not fufpeftfcd of being concern^ 

•^d. She wafc more particnlarly accufed of be^ 

"ihg privy to the rebellion in r69 7 ; M'hen 8000 

^trelitz, feifjiiig the opportunity of Peter^s ab^ 

^nce upon hi^'travds, rofe in arms on the fron^ 

tiers of Lithuania, -and marched towards Mofr 

•cbW. ^ Tlie felifels were defijat^d by the addrefi 

lud cdurage 6f general Patrick Gordon ; many 

were put to the fword, and the remainder' fur*- 

rendered at difcrrtioni The tzar received al 

Vienna th6 account of the mutiny And def^t ^ 

the Stitlifez, and inftatitly llttftened to Mofco* 

to examiiie the delinquents in perfont 

Peter was anxious to difcover the caufes of 
the rebellibn ; to learn by whole intrigues it wifc 
txcited, andy above all, to convift Sophia, whom 
he charged with fomenting the public difcon^ 
tents, and holding a correfpondence with the 
rebels. But as no pcribns could give immediate 
knd pertinent anfwers to his queitions ; he en- 
tertained fufpicions of all his courtiers, arid de- 
termined to inftitute a court of inquiry ^t his pa-» 
lace of Prcobraflienfki, where the inftruments o£^ 
torture \VeYe brought. The tzar himfelf eJxanu iv 
ed the accufed, urged them to confeffion, and 
pfdered thofe who maintained filence to be rack- 
ed in his prefence. The cruelty of the tortures 

employe^ 
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employed on this occafioa ."wap , jpeigj^fl^lj^]^ 
djreadful ; hum^n $i^a^t;ii;re.ihu44^^r^^^^he.r^citQ|y 
hnt it, is;neceffary tQ:Tn^ntipji;tbei8in: juftjftf^ 
tiqn of Sophia. SjQiiae of the, mh^h.WfiW i^epefeV 
edly shipped; others had they:. :Pip^l<k?Sfdiflff- 
^ Q9itQd by a cord a.ad pulley, a2|difl,th*t p4,iQ^ 
po^pQ received the knoot ; m4ny after ujpic}^ 
gqing the knoot were roafted oivi^p^flaw i\^^J^ 
n^v p*rts hc^ng^^^ppfed to^thjg jft{«pe ♦.^ PlJX^ 
cians werp pref^t to' 4iQ§?tam': tho cjgg^f^ t^f 

4>?Lin /which thejtiiiihappy CQAVi% wfrf cap«^ 
of fupporting, aiijct ito wc^^i$,t^ofe who' ^94! 
fainted, that th^ . appJicatioajL j^^ fyeflt^ tor^ijrgs 
Wght recommenqe with the rewwal of t^^r 
ftrength. T^h ^vt3^^inl}i^qp\^ 
3^u€d, without mteirniiflioiij through thp whole 
jj^nth, of Otlobei:^. Not only ev^ry; fpccies 4f 
puiiiflument, the moft rqfined which; human cr^- 
^Ity could devif<^ Avas infliSed iji. order to extoirt 
#n accufation of Sophia ; but prpfliifes of pai[-? 
iJon, and even of great promotioij, were offer^4 
for the lame purpofe to the wretf Ijed fufferers iix 
the niidfi of the mqft excruciatiiig agonies t-> 

At 



♦ It appears from Olearius, and other traveller^ into RuiU^, that 
thcfe tortures were ordinarily ufed in that country for the purpofe 
of forcing confeflion. 

f This account is cxtrafted fixjm the Diaiy of Korb, (v. I. p, 

ijig.) fecreiary of the Auilrian embafly to Buffia in 1 697, ^y fee waa 

prefent at Mofcow during theft horridl-pro^edingg. He received 

7 ' iniorinaiioa 



. At leki^h a^ew * t)f the Strelitz, ovwdomc hy 
tfac'feverhjr Dfthe tormetita, or feduced by hopes 
<tf"pardbri Mid ihe prpmife df promotion, con- 
•feffed'an inteutixm to fet fire to the fuburbs of 
-Mcfk&w, to ma&CTe all foreigners, to banifli or 
^ififaffinate the :^rincipal nbbtlity, to raife the tear- 
Witch Alek^yto the thtpone, and to appoint Sor 
f b£a regevt dmrmg his ininority ; others declar- 
ed thaJt the'TingleddeTS had drawn up a. petition, 
which they* hrtiended to prefcnt to that prin- 
ce&,pra]^gU^' to accept the adminiftration of 
atfiairs. 

Althoughnbne of the rehds chai^ged Sophia 
with being acc^flary to tfheir inihrrc^ion, ydt 
-Peter was & |irtjndioed ^galnO: her, that he put 
vto'the tortvrre one of her female attendants ; and 
when no evidfenoe 6f her guilt could be procur- 
<d by that horrid expedient, even examined her 
-in perfen. T'he priaceTs, whofe high Ipirit was 
'fiibducd^byiher "misfoituaes/ and wovn .out by 
'a Ibng conAcfenreot, coiddmot reframfrom weep- 
ing at the%ht of her bbdurate brol3aer;,ajdd 
eveii extorted tears from Peter himielf, thbu^ 

infoi'mation from fcveral German officers in the fervice of Peter, 
who were eye-witneffes. Kerb's authority is ajfo to be depended 
on in this inftarice, l)ecaufe he fpeaks highly in favour of Pctt^, 
and condemns the ambition of Sophia. Gordon alfo, though' lb 
^'partiar to Peter, informs Us, that the rebels were tortured and f x- 
amined inTiis prefe'iice. . ■ ► > ^ 

• " Quorundam pertinacia dcnuin vi^ta,*" * ICbrb.' 

^ without 
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>vithout melting his refentment *♦ But neither 
this, nor every other effort employed to convift 
her, was attended with fuccefe; and the oiily 
prpof :of her fecret correfpondeiicei with the t^ 
f bels was derived from the confeflioA of a hoy bc-« 
longing to an officer of the Strelitz, who declan^ 
-ed, that letters inclofed ' in loaves of bread haii 
paffed between Sophia and his.jnaftcrf, Thp 
officer, however, peremptorily denied. the fa6k 
even upon the rack, and was' led to execution 
perfifting to the laft moment in thii^asffeveration. 
The cafe fe'ems to be, that the innovations. -of 
Peter created a confiderable number of malcon-^ 
tenis ; that the introduftion of the European dif-. 
.cipline, and his partiality to the foreign regi- 
ments, inflamed the difaffe6lion of the Strelitz to 
•fuch a degree as to account for their rebellion, 
without fuppofing any cabals on the part of Sor 
phia ; that flie hadlong been theobje6lof a^ec- 
tion to all the enemies of Peter, - and was natu-^ 
rally the perfon to ivliom they would configa 
the adminiffiation had the revolt hteji attended 
with fiiccefse . :. . 

Peter was extremely exaiperated againft So« 

* • \ ' >>-'.■, 

I 

• " Ad moiiallerlvm Neo virginum difceifit tzanis, utfororen) 
'iuam Sophiam, di6^o ippnalterioinclufam, examii^aret ; publice enim 
|iuperi tumnltus vulgo rea*hal?ebatur: primus utriufque introitu| 
^bemmas amborum lacrymas excivilTe dicitur," Kotfe, 

I Gordon, vol, I. p. J ^^, 130. 

• •• ■• -•••«-»..'•.•.«,..».,,, ...» 

;. .. ; / phia, 



phia, and once determined to piit her to death ; 
biit having changed his refohition, compelled 
her to affume the veil. To (Irike her with terror, 
and announce to the public that he thought her 
privy to the rebellion, two hundred and thirty 
8treiitz ^ere hanged within fight of the nunne-r 
ly in which flie was confined, and three of the 
ringleaders fufpended upon a gibbet erefted cloft 
* to the window of her apartment ; they held 
in their hands petitions fimilar to that whicli^ 
according to the confeffion of the Stfelitz, was 
to*have been prefentcd to Sophia, 

From tliis period hiftory is filent in relation tQ 
Sophia : fhe was confined under a ftri6t guard in 
the monafteiy until her death, in July 1704. She 
was iuterred in the church of the convent ; the 
tomb is covered with a black cloth, and contains 
this infcription! ^^ A. M. 7212 (or 1704 of the' 
Chriftian sera) on the tliird of July, died Sophia 
Alexiefna, aged 46 yeara, nine months, and fix 
days : her monaltiek najne was Sufanna. She 
had been a .-nun five years, «ight months, and 
twelve davs: Ihe was buried the 4th in this 
church, called the Image of SiuQlenflco. She 

♦ Gordon, p. 95, 130. Korb,.who faw them hangings fkjrgj 
* Tarn propead ipfas Sophiani cubiculi.fenettras,ut Soplvia eof<iem 
fnanu facile polTetattingere/* On this occalion nbcve 2000 Stre- 
Ktz fuffcred capital punifhmeiit. Peter broke at the £:ime tsmtthA 
9fhoU body dr Strelitz, and aboliflicd tlieh* i^amc, 

wa^ 
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wais daughter of Alex^y Michauelovitch, aiid tf 
JViaria Ilhiitchnau' • 

Although Petei always fiifpedfid fthe intrigued 
of his fifter, yet he never failed paying a jujfl; tii^ 
"bute to her genius and abilities. " What a pity," 
he was frequently heard to fey^ *' that &c pcr- 
feouted me in my minority, and that I cannot 
jrepofe any confidence in her 1 otherwife, when 
I am employed abroad, ihe might govern at 
home*." 

One ftriking feature in Sophia's chank6be3v 
which I had no opportunity of mentioning, while 
my inquiry was chiefly confined to her political 
conduct, muft not be omitted. She deferves the 
veneration of pofle^ity for patronizing perfon3 
of genius and learning, and enoouraging, by 
her own example, the introduction of polite lite- 
rature into Ruffia, then plunged in the deepeft 
ignorance. At a period when there was no na* 
tional theatre, and when the loweft buffooneries^ 
under the name of mor(ilities, were the fole dra/* 
matic reprefentations even at court ; this elegant 
prince& tranilated the Mcdecin matgrS lui of 

• This anecdote, which I received from prince Volkoulki, U 
confirmed by a pafTage in Perry's State of Ruflia. . *' .1 remember 
that upon a certain occaliony when mention was made of her [i* e« 
Sophia], the czar himfelf gave her this character, that fhe was ^ 
frwceCi endowed with all the accompli(hments of body and mind 
to perfe6iion, had it not been for her boundlefs ambition, and in- 
. iauiable dedre of governing*** Vol. J. p. ii8, 

MoUere 
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MoUere into her nativie- tongue, and performed 
one of the charafters herfelf. She alfo compof- 
ed a tragedy, probably the firft extant in the 
Ruffian language ; and fhe compofed it at a time 
when the moft violent cabals were excfted againft 
her miniftry, and when the moft weighty affairs 
feemed to engrofs her fole attention. 
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C H A p. I. 

Journey from Mofeow to No¥Ogorod.«*Frodu6kioiift of tke nmgh-^ 
bouring country.— Quadrupeds*— Birds.— Fifh.—>Def€riptioii of 

' the Sterlet.— TQHhok.—Vi(hnei-VoIoaiok.—Valdsu hilis^md lake. 
—Bronitza.— Wooden road.— -Further account of the pesri&nts. 
— Yani[fhics, vho fumiih poft-horfes.— Songs of the peafants. 

WE quitted Mofcow on the i4thofSq>- 
tember, traverfed a gently rifing coun» 
try, partly open^ and partly ovcrfpread with fo- 
refts^ paffed the night at the village of Parfki, 
in a peafant's cottage^ as ufual, and changed 
horfes the next morning at Klin, fitnated upon 
the Seftra, a broad rivulet. This village had 
been lately burnt, and the peafants were engag- 
ed in rebuiWing tjieir huts 2 near it we obferved 
a faw^pit, which, in this country, was too rare 
an objefl: not to attraft our notice. Beyond Sa- 
vidof we croffed a rivulet, and foon afterwards- 
reached the banks of the Volga, which we coaft- 
ed to Gorodna. The next morning the fprings 
of our carriage being ready to ftart, and one of 
the wheels in a crazy ftate,. we left it to the 
care of our fervants, and hired tiie carts of the 
country, called kibitkas^ which we filled with 

' hay. 
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bay. J^ftfiX a confideraWe degree of jo^tiug,. we 
arrive4 at Tver, which is iwaguificejatly fituated 
upon the elevated banks of the Volga. 

.Tver • owes its origin to Vlodimir Georgi- 
vitch, gveat-duke of Vlodimir, who in lisft 
raifed a fmall fortrefs at the jundion of the 
Tvertza and Volga^ to proteft his territories 
againil the incurfions of the inhabitants of No- 
vogorod. Afterwards, in i£40, the great*duke 
Yaroflaf II. built another citadel on the fpot 
now occupied by the prefent fortrefs, and laid 
the foundation of a new town, which increafing 
in population and wealth, became the metropolis 
of an independent fovereignty, called from the 
town the duchy of Tver. Yaroflaf IH. fon of 
Yaroflaf II. and brother of Alexander Nevflci, 
received this duchy as his iuheritance, and tranf- 
mitted the fucceflion to a long train pf defcen- 
dants. The lail fovereign of thU line was Mi- 
chael Borifovitch, whofe After Maria efpoufed the 
great-duke Ivan VaflSKevitch I. Notwithfiand* 
mg this alliance, an open rupture enfued^ and 
in 1486» Ivan befleged Tver wi^ a large aripy^ 
and compelled Michael to abandon the tqwq, 
and retire into Lithuania. On bis retreat, Ivau 
Yaffilievitch beftowed the town and duchy as 



• See Hift. Gfog. felchfeibttng der Stadt Jwer, &f Joum* ?«t« 
ftr November 1780. 1 
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a fief on his eldeft fon Ivan, and on his 
death in 1490, annexed them to his other domi- 
nions. 

Tver is divided into the old and new towii ; 
the former, fituated on the oppofjte fide of the 
Volga, cpnfifts almoft entirely bf wooden cot- 
tages ; the latter waa fcarcely fuperior ; but in 
I763, being deftroyed by a dreadful conflagra- 
tion, has rifen with luftre from its aflies. The cm- 
prefs ordered a regular plan of a new town to be 
fketched by an eminetit architect, and enjoined 
that all the houfes fhould be re-conftru6led in 
conformity to this model. She . raifed, at her 
own expence, th? governor's houfe, the billiop's 
pal4ce, courts of juftice, the new exchange, pri- 
fon, and 'Other public edifices; and offered to 
evtery perfon,*who would build a brick houfe 
, a loan of ^.36o. for twelve years without intereft. 
The money^ advanced on thi^ ofccafion amounted 
to j^.6o;ooo ; and one-third of this fum haS been 
fince retnUted; The ftf eets, which are broad and 
long, lifuc iri a ftraight lilie from an oftagon, in 
the centre :Hhe holifes ^re of brick ftuccoed 
white, and form a magTiificent appearance. Part 
onlv of the new town was finiflied : Avhen com- 
pleted, it will confift of two 'o6lagons, with feve- 
ral ftreets leading to them, and interfering each 
other at rtght-angle^ ; and would be 'n6 inconfi- 

derable 
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derable ornament to the moft opulent fnd civi- 
lised country *. ,' 

There is an ecoleiiaflical feininary at Tver, un- 
der the inipedion of the bifliop, which admits 600 
ftudents. Jn 1776, the emprefs founded a fchool 
for the in{lru6lion of aoo burghers' children ; 
and in June 1779, an academy for the educa- 
tion of the young nobility of the province. 

Tver is a place of confiderable commerce ; and 
both the Volga and the Tvertza were covered 
with boats. It owes its principal trade to tlie 
' advantageous fituation, near the cOnflux of the 
two rivers, which convey all the goods and mer- 
chandize fent by water from Siberia and thefou- 
them provinces towards Peteriburgh. 

The Volga, the largeft rif er in Europe, rifes 
in the foreft of Volkonfki, at the. diflance of 
eighty miles from Tver, and begins to be naviga- 
ble a few miles above the town. By means of 
the Tvertza, a communication is made between 
the Cafpian and thefealtic ; as will be explained 
in ;a future chapter. The number of barges 
which pafled by the town in 1776 amounted to 
2537 ; in 1777, to £641, and the average number 
i? generally computed at ^550. The boats are 
flat-bottomed, on account of the frequent fhoals^ 

• According to Heym, the circumference of Tver is 14 verfts, 
and it contains 2163 boufes, moftly wooden, z6 ohurclies, and a 
monaftery. Tbe popuLition is 8014 males, and. 7081 females, ^ 

E 3 and 
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and are eonftrufted with hew jplanks. IThe rud- 
ders have a Angular appearance ; the handle be- 
ing a tree of 50 feet long, with a J)ole fixed to a 
t>road piece of tfmber floating upon the furface; 
The pilot ftands upon a kind of fcafFold at the 
diftaticet)f so or 40 feet from the ftem, and turns 
the Yudde^ by means of 'the long handle, Thefe 
boats are'only built for one voyage^ and on their 
arrival aJt Peterlburgh, are fold for fuel. 

I have already mentioned the prodigious ti^aftft 
of wood arifing from the cuftom of forming 
planks with the axe. To prevent this praftice, 
which wis nb lefs ufual among the fhipwrights 
than among the peafants, orders were iffued by 
government, that each veflel, paffing Tver, in 
Vhich was otie plank faihioned with the hatchet, 
liliould pay a fine of £.6. In confequence of this 
decree the bfficer, who levied the fine, colle6i;ed 
the firft year j^.6o6o, thefecond £.1500, the third 
j^. 100, arid the fourth notjiing. By this judi- 
cious regulatidn the ufe of the faw has been in- 
troduced among the Ruffian ihipwrights, and 
\vill probably in time recommend itfelf to the 
Carpenters and peafants. 

The rifing fpirit of commerce has added great- 
ly to the wealth and population of the town. 
It contains at prefpnt 10,000 fouls, and the nuni- 
:ber of inhabitants in the government of Tver 
has inqreafed in a furprifing degree: a circum- 
S ftancc 
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fiance which ikevr^ the advantages arifing from 
the new code of laws* Tver was the firft pro- 
vince in which that jcode was introduced, aiid 
has aheady experience the beneficial efieds of 
tbefe excellent regulations. 

Tver being ^ large town, we conicluded that 
tire ihoi^ld find np difficulty in ob^ning the ne- 
ceflaiy r^>airs for the carriage^ ib as *to enable 
it to convey us, during two or three days, with- 
out requiring furtheraffiftance. Trujfting, ther^ 
fiKe, to the workmanship of a Euflian fmith, v^ 
;fet offat fix in<the eviening with theexpedation 
of reaching, in four hours, the next poil, where 
we purpofed to pafs tlie night; but we had fcarce- 
ly proceeded ten miles, before we perceived that 
ihe wheel, inftead of being Ihrengthened, .was 
weakened by the fmith's unfkilfulneis. In this 
fituatfon we (lopped at a fmall village ; where it 
was not poflible to procure any aififiance, nor 
even a candle to fmear the wheel, which requir- 
ed a conftant fupply of greafe to prevent it from 
taking fir^e ; and as the next place in our route, 
likely to afford a new wheel, was above fixty 
miles, we prudently returned to Tver, I confoled 
myfelf for this delay ; as it gave us an opportunity 
to pay more attention to the town^ and environs 
than our tranfient flay had permitted. We took 
up our abode at the fame houfe we had juft quit- 
ted, an inn kept by a German^ and one of the 

£ 4 new 
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ihagriificetit brick edifices, lately erefted ; but 
almoft without fiimiture or beds. ' 
' On the following da^ we made an agreeable 
c:jtcurfion into the adjacent country: after 
croffing the Volga over a bridge of boats, and 
the Tvertza over a rafk, we rode bet>veen the 
i)anks of thofe two beautiful rivers. We then 
'left the' Vdiga to purfue its cdurfe towards thfe 
Gaipian Sea, watering, as it paffes, the mdftfer* 
"tile provinces in Ruflia, and bathing the iiralls of 
^Cafan and A-ftracan, and made a circuit in the 
• environs of ' Tver : ^ve irequently flopped tor 
admire feveral delightful views of the new town, 
proudly feated upon the fleep bank of the Volga, 
the country gently floping towards the river. 
' Tver lies in the midfl of a large plain, inter- 
fperfed with gentle acclivities : Tlie country 
produces in great abundahce wheat, rye, barley, 
oats, buck-wheat, hemp and flax, and aill forts of 
vegetables. The forefls yield oak, birch, alder, 
'poplar, mountain-afli,- pines, firs, and junipers. 
' The quadrupeds, which rove in the neighbouring 
•country, are elks, bears, wolves, and foxes ; wild- 
goats and hares ; aWb badgers, martens, weafels, 
ermines, ferrets, Tquirrels, and marmottes. The 
'principal birds are eagles and falcons, ci^anes, 
herons, fwahs, >vjld-.geefe and ducks, partridges, 
' (juails, woodcocks and fnipes, black game ; alfo 

* .' - • crows 
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crows and ravens, magpies and blackbirds, fpar* 
rows and darlings ; together with nightingales^ 
)innets, larks, and yellowhammers. The fifli 
caught in the Volga are falmon, fterlet, tench, 
pike, perch, groundlings, gudgeons, and fome- 
times, but rarely, fturgeon and beluga. 

Tfie fterlet, acipenfer ruthenus of Linnaeus/ 
is probably peculiar to the northern parts of the 
globe, and is a fpecies of fturgeon, highly efteemed 
for flavour, and for its roe, from which the fineft 
caviare is made. It is diftinguiihed from the other 
fturgeons by its colour and inferior fize, being 
feldom more than three feet in length *. The 
top of the head and back are of a yellowifli grey ; 
the fides of the body whitifli ; the belly white 
mixed with rofe-colour, efpecially towards the 
mouth and vent ; the eyes are of a fky-blue, 
encircled with white. The fnout is long and 
pointed, compreffed and fluted. The mouth is 
tranfvei-fe, with thick prominent lips, which ithas 
the powei: of drawing inwards, with a beard, 
confifting of four fmall and fbft cirrki, or wattles. 
It has five rows of pQinted bony imbricated 
fcales, one upon the back, two along the fides, and 
two under the belly; the row upon the back 
begins from the neck and reaches to the dorfal 

JO 

» ■• . ■ 

• Lepekin's Reife, vol. II. p. 154. and Pallas's Rcife, part II, 
p. 445. ^ 

fin; 
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im ; like Vuldber *, by frhich lin&fleiis' alcertaiiis 
1^ fpeciesy and fi&^s a£ !<$« varies from 14 to 1 7. 
The tiro fide rows begin from the ufpfr an^gk of 
rite gill-covers, and reach to the mi^^te of the 
tail : their form is fiat in the middle, With deii*- 
tated margins turning towards the tail} their 
fiutnber varies from §0 to 70. The two rows, 
'wliich lie under the belly, reach from ^ peroral 
itpwards the ventral fins ; they are four-fided, 
much foialler than thofe upon the back, and 
thicker th^u thofe on the fides. Befides thpfe 
five rows, there are a.lfo fome adippie bony fcales 
between the tail and the vent: their number 
•invariably five^ The reft., of the Ikin is without 
fcales, but ejttremely rough to the touch. It 
has, like moft other fifli, two perioral fins, two 
vetitral, one anal, one dorfal, and the tail is 
f orked t- Many authors have erred in fuppofing 
tliis fifli to be peculiar to the Volga and the Caf- 
piari Sea ; for they frequent many other rivers, 
lakes, and fe^, of the Ruffian empire. Accord- 
ing to Muller, they are caught in the Dnieper, 
and feveral rivers falling into the Frozen Ocean, 

* Acipenfer Ruthenus drris 4«fquami5 dorialibus fj. Mult 
Ipred, I. p. 5^. and Faun, Sue. 272.— «In the Syft. Nat. p. 403> he 
defines it, Acipenfer ordinibus 5* fquaiuarum oflearum» intennedk) 
oluculis ij. 

t The reader will find an engraving of tbefterletintheMufeum 
Fred. I. of Linnaeus, in le Bruyn's Travels^ voL L p. 89 s and in 
lepekin's Jleife, Tab« 9. 

particularly 



1. 1. 



't V E' B. 



^ 



particularly the Lena •, Lange a&*erte, that they 
are found in the Yenifei ; Pallas defcribes them 
as inhabiting the Irtiih, Oby, and Yaik ; Georgi 
mentions them among the fiih of the lake Bai- 
kal, and fometimes in the Angara. We leam 
from Linnseus, that by order of l^rederic I. king 
of Sweden, fome live fterlets, procured from 
Ruflia, were thrown into the lake Maler, where 
they propagated f. They have been fometimes 
caughtintheGulf of Finland, and even intheBal* 
tic ; yet arenot fuppofed natives of thofe feas, but 
ftray fiili, which efcaped from fome veffels dafhed 
to pieces in pafling the falls of the river Mafia :}:. 
Sept. 1 9. Having obtained the valuable ac- 
quifition of a new wheel, we proceeded on our 
journey in the afternoon, aUcJ reached before the 
clofe of the e^^ening, Torfliok, which is fituated 
upon the banks of the Tvertza* It is a large 
ftraggling place, confifiing chiefly of wooden 
buildings, iixtermixed with a few public ftruc- 
tures, and brick houfes, lately ere6ted at the 
expence of the emprefs. 

• S. R. G. IX. p. 4. Haygold's Rufsland, vol. II« p. 416. 
Tallas'*8 Reife, P. I. p. 284. P. II. p. 446. Georgi Reife, vol. I. p. 177. 

f Faun. Sue. No. 'lyt. 

% Bruce relates, in bis Memoirs^ that fome Teflelt* ** going for 
Peterlburgh with live ii(h, called Sterlit, in pai&ng the falls of Ladoga, 
were beat to pieces^ by which accident the fiih regained their li- 
berty $ and fome of them were afterward^ taken at Cronlbidc, and one 
catched at Stockholm, which were cohfidered as great curioiities^ 
as none of them had ever been feea in thofe ieas befbie. " P. 1 1 2* 

Although 
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ilVhh(3rugh Torfliok was only forty miles diftant 
fwtn Tver, we efteemed it a fortunate, circum- 
ftance that, during that fpaice, no accident hap- 
pened to our carriage. But we were not fp 
fucqefsful on-rthe enfuing day : for the axle-tree 
bvpaking about fix miles fron^ Vidropufk, we 
walked to the village, and having procured a 
temporary axle-tree to fupport oiir in^firm ve- 
hicle, again^ proceeded : -in kibitkas as far as 
y iflinfei- Volofliok ; a . place: remarkable for the 
canal, which, by tiniting the Tvertza and^the 
Mafta, conneds the inland navigation between 
the Cafpian and the Baltic. 

Viflmei-Voloihok, one of the imperial villages 
enfranchifed by the emprefs, and endowed with 
confiderabl^ privileges, has already reaped many 
benefits from its new immunities. The inha- 
bitants, raifed from the fituation of flaves to 
that of freemen, have fhaken off their former in- 
dolence, and caught a new fpirit of emulation and 
joduftry: they have turned their attention to 
trade, and are Awakened to a fenfe of the com- "^ 
mercial advantages poffeffed by the place of their 
abode. , The town is divided into regular ftreets, 
and is already provided with a large range of 
fliops and Ararehoufes, which line each fide of the 
canal. AH the buildings are of \yood, excepting 
the court of juftice ercfted at the charge of the 
emprefs, and four brick boufes belonging to a 

rich 



rich burgher. During our ftay at Viflinei-Vo- 
lofhok, we did not fail to examine, with great 
attention, every part of the celebrated canal, of 
which an account will be given in -a futulne 
chapter *. 

Having procured a new axle-tree, we qiiiitted, 
on the sift, Viflmei-Volofliok, croffed the river 
Shlina, and continued along a^timber road, car- 
ried over extenfive morales, and abounding 
Mnth innumerable fuiall bridges, without railing, 
and moftly in a lliattered ftate. I obferved fc- 
veral villages, as well as fields and gardens, fur- 
rounded with M^ooden palifadoes, about twelve 
feet in height, M'hich prefented a pidurefque 
appearance. The cuftom of encircling villages 
in this country with ftakes is very ancient ; for 
among the earlieft laws of Ruffia, one enjoins f 
the peafants, under pain of the knoot, to furround 
the towns and villages with palifadoes. Thefe 
enclofures were intended as a defence againft 
the defultory' incurfibns of the Tartar hordes 
before the invention of gunpowder ; and the 
praftice has been prefer ved among a people te- 
nacious of old ufages. ^ 

The country was for fome way aim oft a con- 
tinued bog, covered with foreft, and the villages 
were built on eminences of fand rifing out of the 

• On the iniand navigation of Rydia^ in the next volume, 
f Haygold, vol. L p. 357. 

morafe. 
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iDoraik. We palled the night at Eholilofl^ a 
fmall village, which had been lately con&med 
by fire. Thefe repeated conflagrations will by 
no mea^s appear a matter pf wonder, when it ia 
confidered that the cottages are built with woqd ;, 
9nd that the greater part of the peaiants, like 
thol^ in Poland, ufe, inftead of candles, long 
flips of lighted deal, which they carry about 
the houfe, and even into hay-lofks, without the 
lead precaution. The next morning, the bad 
roads having fliattered our new. wheel, which 
was aukwardly put together, and already difco-^ 
vered fymptoms of premature decay, we flopped, 
to repair : but the repairs were as treacherous as 
the original fabric ; for, before the end of the 
ilage, it again broke, and we were delayed fome 
hours at Yedrovo before we could venture to 
(continue our journey- We now thought our- 
felves blefled with the afiiflance of a very maflerly 
mechanic, as his workmanfliip lafled to Zimagor, 
a fmall village, prettily fituated upon the borders 
of the lake Valdai. The furrounding country 
is the moft agreeable and diverfifled which we 
traverfed fince our departure from Mofcow. It 
rifes into gentle eminences, and abounds with 
beautiful lakes, prettily fprinkled with woody 
iflands, and flcirted with forcft, corn-fields, and 
paftures. , The largeft of thefe lakes is called 
Valdai;, and feems about twenty miles in circum- 
ference ; 
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ference ; in the middle h an iiland containing a 
convent, vhich rifes ^rith its numerous fpirt» 
among chifteis of furrounding trees \ Valdai^ 
which gives its name to the lake, and to the 
range of bills, contains feveral new brick build- 
ings, and even dieivooden houfes are more de-^ 
eorated than the generality of Rufiiaii cottages r 
it lies upon an agreeable flope, and commands a 
plea£int view of the lake. The Valdai hilh^' 
though of no confiderable . elevation, are the 
higheft in Uiis part of the conntr}^ ; and feparate 
the waters which flov' towards the Cafpian from 
tfaofe whick take their courfe to the Baltic 
From their termination, the country was no 
kmger diveriified with bill and dale, and enli^ 
vened with lakes; but prefented an uniform 
fiat, with a vaft extent of morafs. 

On the 24th, in the afternoon, we arrived at 
Bronitza, a village upon the Mafta, within twenty 
miles of Novogorod* We took up our abode in 
the honfe of a Ruffian prieft, which in no wife 
differed from the other buiidiiigsv It was how^ 
ever clean and comfortable; having a chimney^ 
and being provided with plenty of wooden add 
earthen utenfils. The prieft, not being attired in. 
his clerical habit, was dreffed like the peafants^ 
and only difiinguiflied by hb long and flowing 

, • In this convent the unfbrtun^ Ivan, who was dqiofcdbjr 
liizabeth, fufFered a temporary confinements Sec book V, chap, a- 

hair^ 
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hain He, his wife, . and the reft of the femiljr, 
were bufily employed in extrafting the roe from 
large quantities of fifli, wliich are caught in the 
Mafta, and with which an excellent caviare is pre- 
pared. Having obtained from our landlady the^ 
choiceft of thefe fiih, and procured iu the village 
a brace of ptarmigans, a bird of the partridge 
^ecies, we fauntered out, while fupper was prepar- 
ing, towards a neighbouring hill, which attracted 
our attention. 

Two miles from the village, in the middle of a 
vaft plain, rifes, in a circular form, an infulated 
hill of fand and clay; the lower parts are thickly 
ftrewed with detached pieces of red and grey gra- 
nite, fimilar to many others which appear about 
the adjacent country, I meafured one of thefe 
malTes, and found it twelve feet broad, eight 
thick, and five above the furfacei of the ground * . 

Oh the fummit ftands a brick white- waflied 
churchy which is a pleating objefl; from the ad- 
jacent grounds f . From the top we had a fihgu* 
lar and extenfive profpeft. Beneath, the country 
is fomewhat open, and divided into large en- 
clbfures of pafture and com ; towards the fouth 

* See fonfb curious conje^lures upon thefe granite ftones of 
Bronitza, in Pallas's Travels ; and alfo in Hiiloire des Decouvertes 
dans plufiet^rs Cootr^s de la RufRey &o« vol. I. p. 42, kc. 

f This eminence was remarkaUe, in the times of idolatry, for an 
oracular temple, built in the place now occupied.by the clmrch. 

rife 



rife the Valdai hills, fkirting an immenfe plain, 
which ftretches towards the north, eaft, and weft, 

I as far as the eye (5an reach ; a vaft expanfe with- 
out a fingle hillock to obftru6l the view : it feemed 
an endlefs foreft, dotted with a few folitary 
wooden villages, which appeared fo many points 
in a boundlefs defert. Beyond, at a great dif- 
tance, we obferved the fpires of Novogorod, and 
the lake Ilmen fcarcely difcemible through the 
thick gloom of the trees. 

The forwardnefs of the harveft in this northern 
climate has been already mentioned: it h^d 
been fome time taken in, and the new com was 
fpringing up in many places. The com re- 
mains, during winter, buried. under fnow; at the 
melting of which, in fpring, it fhoots up fpeedily in 

{ thefe countries, where vegetation is rapid, on 
the returning warmth of the feafon. But as 
the fhortnefs of the fummer does not always 
allow the grain time to ripen, the peafants ufe 
the following method of drying it. They raife 
a wooden building, without windows, fimilar to 
the fhell of the cottao:es : under this ftmfture is 
a large cavity, in which, a fire being made, the 
corn is laid upon the floor and dried ; . it is then 
)mng upon frames in the open air, and afterwards 
threfhed. ' 

In this part of our journey, we paffed number- 
voL. II. F lefs 
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lefs herds of oxen, moving toward^ Pirte^rfbur^ ; 
moft of them were driven ftom \hc Ukraine, the 
nearefl part of which country isdiftant aoo miles 
from the metropolis. During this long progr^f* 
the drivers feldom enter any hpufe i\hey^ feed tjheir 
cattle upon the flips of pafture on each fide of the 
road, and have no othor flielter in» bad. weather 
than the foliage of the trees. In the evening the 
ftill filence of the country ivasi interrupted by the* 
occafional lowing of the oxeii, and carols of tbe^ 
drivers; while the folita,ry gtoom of the forcft 
was enlivened with the glarp of aumeifous fijfes>. 
Surrounded by different groups of herdfmea in 
various attitudes : fpme were jStthig round the 
flame,/ fom© employed in dreffing their psovi- 
fions^ and others deeping upon the bare ground^ 
They refembl^d, in drejfs and\maQners> a' vam? 
Wing horde^ of Tartars^ 

TheTToute from Mofcow to Petetfturghis con- 
tinued during a fpace of 500 miles«r almoft in a 
firaigbt line Qut through the foreft, andis ex- 
tremely tedious: on each fide the trees are cleared 
to the breadth of forty or fifty paces,; and the 
whole way runs chiefly through endlefs. tra^ of 
wood, only broken by villages, round wl^h^to« 
a fmall diflance, the grounds are c^en and culti- 
vated. 

The road is of aA eq.ual |H:eadth^ and Ibnnedi 
8 V Uy 
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by trunki^ of treei laid tranfveiiely, and bound 
dowB in the center, and at each extremity, 
by long poles, or beams, faAened into the 
ground with wooden pegs ; thefe trunks are co-* 
vered with layers of boBghs, and the whole is 
ftrewed over with fand or earth. When the road 
is new, it is remarkably good ; but as the trunks 
decay or fink into the ground, and as the fand ot 
eaith is worn away or wafhed off by the rain, it 
is broken into innumerable holes ; and the jolt'* 
ing of the carriage over the bare timber can 
better be conceived than defcribed. In many 
places the road is a perpetual fucceffion of ridges^ 
and the motion of the carriage a continual con- 
culEon, much greater than I ever experienced 
over the rougheft pavement 

The villages which occafionally line this rout? 
are extremely finiiiar, con{iA;ing ufually of a 
fingle ftreet, with wooden cottages ; a few only 
being diftinguifhed by brick houTes. The cotr 
tages in thefe parts are fuperior to thofe between 

* Mr. Hanway makes a curious calculation of the number of 
trees eniploi^ed to make a road of 150 verfts.' ** Allowing one tree 
irith juiotlier to be 9 inch6s diameter, and the length t% feet* 
jmd iuppoiing the foundation and fides to be only half fo man/ 
more as the bridge is compofed of, and the road to be 46 feet wide, 
here is an expence of 2,100,000 trees/* HanwayU Travels, vol* 
1. p. 9». If we extend this calculation over the whole RuiHan 
empire, reaching' 4000 mile« in length, and take in the different 
crofs-roads, the expence of woo^ muft be amazing, but tliefor«fta 
^are alfo boundlefs a4id inexhaullible. 

' F ^ Tolitzan 
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Tolitzanand Mofcow: they feemed, indeed, well 
fuited to a rigorous climate, and although con- 
ftrucbed in the rudeft manner, are comfortable 
habitations. The lite of each building is an 
oblong fquare, inclofed by a high wooden wall, 
with a penthoufe roof, and appears on the out- 
fide Tike a large barn. In one angle of this 
inclofure ftands the houfe, fronting the ftreet of 
the village, with the ftair-cafe on the outfide^ 
and the door opening underneath the penthoufe 
roof: it contains one, or at moft two rooms. 

I have frequently obferved, that beds are by 
no means ufual in this country; infomuch that, 
in all the cottages I entered in Ruffia, I only ob- 
ferved two, each of which contained two women 
at different ends with their clothes on. The fa- 
mily flept generally upon the benches, on the 
ground, or over the ftove * ; occafionally men, 
women, and children, promifcuoufly, without 
difcrimination of fex or condition, and frequently 
almoft in a Hate of nature. In fome cottages I 
obferved a kind of llielf, about fix or feven feet 
from the ground, carried from one end of the 
room to the other; to which were fattened feve- 
ral tranfverfe planks, and upon' thefe fome of the 
family flept with their heads and feet occafionally 

* The ftove is a kind of brick oven; it occupies almoft a quar- 
ter of the room, and is fiat at top. 

hanging 
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hanging do^im, and appearing to us, who Avere- 
not accuflomed to fuch places of repofe, as if on 
the point pf falling to the ground. The number 
of perfons, thus crowded into- a fmall fpace, 
fometimes amounting to twenty, »added to the 
heat of the .ftove, rendered the room intolerably 
warm, and produced a fuffocating fmell, which . 
nothing but ufe enabled us to fupport. This in- 
convenience wa3 ftill more difagreeable in the 
cottages not provided with chimnies^ where the 
fmoke loaded the atmofphere with additional im*^ 
purities. If we opened the lattices to admit frefli 
air, fuch an influx pf cold wind ruihed into the 
room, that we preferred tl^e heat and effluvia to 
the keentid*^ of the northern blafis. 

In the midft of every room hangs from the 
cieUng a veffel of holy water, and a Ifunp, lighted » 
on particular occafions. Every houfe is pror.^ 
vided with a pi^aire of a faint coarfely daubed 
on wood, which ftequently refembles more a 
Calrauc ido^ than ^ laUman head : to this the peo- ; 
pie pay the liigheft marks of veneration. All, 
the members of the family, the moipent they, 
rofe in the morning, and before they retired 
to fleep in tlie eveniag, never omitted their ^doi' 
ration to, -the faint: they croffed* themfdves. 
during feveral minutes upon the fides and fore**, 
h^ad, bowfed very Jow, and fometimes even prof- 

F 3 trated 



trited themfelves on the ground. Evc*y pea- 
fant alfo, on entering the room, paid his obeifance 
to this obje^ of .worfliip, before he addrelTed hifti- 
fclf to the family. 

Ilie peafetits, . ito their common mtc^courfe, 
are remarkably poKlfe to each other: ihey take 
d(f their cap at meeting, hovf ceremoniotrily and 
frequently, and ufually exchange a falute. They 
accompany their ordinary difcourfe with much 
a©.ion and innumerable geftiireis, arid are fexcded- 
ifigly fervile in their exprefflons of deference to 
their fu'periol's': in accoftitfg a perfbn of confe- 
quence, tbiey ^oftrate therttfelVefe, and tlt^ti tdiidh 
the ground ivith their heads. We *wtt6 dfteti 
ftruck at receiving this kiiid of eastern homage, 
riot only fkwfn beggars, but frequently from 
children, and occafionally fromfdihe of the pea-* 
faht^ themfelves. 

In the appearance of the common -peq>le, no- 
thing furprijted us more thkn the enormous 
thicknefs of their legs, whkb we at firft con- 
ceived to be their real dimenfions; but the bulk, 
which treiited our aftbnilhmerit, proceeded from 
the co^'^rrng* with Which they fwaddle their legs, 
in fuinmer as well as winter. Befide 6ne or t^'O 
pair of thick worfted ftockings, they envelop their 
legs with wrappers of coarf<^ flannel or cloth; fe* 
Vera feef in length, aiit! tiver theft ftequently 
' * ^^ draw 
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i^wa ^ir c€ boots, fo large as to receive their 
bulky contents with the utmoft facility. 

Ihe pe^fftnts are well clothed, conifortably 
iodged) and feem to enjoy plenty of wholefome 
food. The rve-bread, whofe blacknefs at firft 
^i%nfU the eye, and whofe fournefs the tafte,^ of 
a delicat^ traveller, agi'ees well with the appetite; 
but Bsl became reconciled to it fromnfe, I found 
it no uirplaifant morfel: this bread is rendered 
mofe paiatablie by fiuifing it with onions and 
grdals^^cafrbtiSi dr gteen corn, and feafoning it 
mfhiOth 'JFbe other articles of theii;food I hav4 
romnented on a fbrmer occafion, in addition 
to which I ib.all only obferve, that muibrooms 
sreifoetjcceedlngfy cotntnon in thefe regions, as to 
form a very eflential part of their provifion. I 
feldani entered a cottage without feeing great 
abundance ; and in paflmg through the markets, 
was o^n aftonfiflied at the prodigious quantity 
expoied for fale? the variety was ho lefs remark- 
able than the numbir; they were of many co- 
}oum,amongfl which Iparticularlj noticed white, 
black, bro\vm, yelloAV, green, and pink. The 
eo>inmoii drink of the peafants is quafs, a fer- 
Biented Hquor, fomewhat like fweet-\^ ort, mad* 
by pouring wafm water on rye or barley-meal 
and deeined an excellisnt antifcorbutic. They 
are extremely fond of whi(ky,'a fpirituous li- 
quor diftilkd ffoih. malt, which the pooreft can 

F 4 occafionally 
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occafioilally command, md which they often ufe 
to great excefs. 

.. . The backwardnefs of the Ruffian peafants in 
tl^e mechanical arts, ^hen compared with thofe 
of the other European' nations, is vifible to a 
fuperficial obferver. As we appjjoached Peterf' 
burgh, and nearer the civilized' parts of Europe, 
,the villagers were better furniihed with the con* 
yeniences of life, and furthej advanced in th« 
knowledge of the neceffary arts, than thofe who 
fell under our notice between Tolitzin and Mof» 
cow. The planks were lefs frequently hewn 
(With the ft^e, and faM^-pits> Which we had long 
confidered as obje^s of curiofity^ oftfeiier.oc^ 
curred; the cottages w^re moire li)acious .and 
convenient, provided with larger windows,, and 
generally had chim liies ; , \hey . were alfo more 
amply ilored .with hpufliold furhiturei, and with 
wooden, and- fometimcs evisn earthen utenfils. 
Still, however, their progrefs towards civilisation 
is very inconfiderable, and,, m^ny inftanccs of 
the grpfTeft bai-barifm fell under our obferva^ 
tion. 

The inhabitants of different villages on 
the roads, who furnifli poft horfes, are called 
yamjhicsj and enjoy fom^e, peculiar privileges. 
They aye obliged to fupply all couriers and 
travellers at a moderate price, in the deareft 
partly at \ T^t and in many other pavjts at i^d,, per 

. . verft 
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verft^for each horie; and, in compenfatibn, aM 
exempted from the poll-tax, and fupplying re- 
cruits: notwithilanding thefe immunities, the 
price they receive for their horfes is fo iticon* 
fiderable, that they frequently produce them 
with the greateft reludance. The inftant a tra- 
veller demands a ftrpply of frefli horfes, the yam* 
Ihics affemble in crowds, and frequently wrangle 
to fuch a degree, as to afford amufement to a 
perfon who is not impatient to depart. Their 
fquabbles on this occafion have (truck all - tra- 
vellers who have given any account of this 
country. • Ghandeler, the firft Englifliman trho 
landed at Arthairgd, and went from thence to 
Mofcow, could not fail to obferve this circum- 
ftance, which equally prevailed at that period as 
at prefent t • ^^ Expreffe commandehient was 
given, that poft-horfes fhould bee gotten for him; 
and the reft of his company, without any mo- 
ney. Which thing was, of all the Ruffes in the 
reft of their journey, (b willingly done, that they 
began to quarrel, yea, and to fight alfo, in ftri^- 
ing and contending which of them fliould put 
their poft-horfes to the fledde/* 

In this defcription, however, Chancfeler has 
made a ludicrous miftake ; for the objed of their 

• Three qjaarters pif a injlc. The prjcc hoMrcver h^ft been finc^ 
increafed. 
f Hackluyt> Vojr^ge^i'Vol, 5. p. x^y, * 

fquabWei^ 
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iqtiabbles was not to obtaii)^ \mtto decline tiie 
honour of furnishing him w'ith horfes. Tiie ikme 
Cefisne is often renewed at prefent, aiid the poft- 
mailer not toufually fettles the intricftte cooCeft 
^y cojnpfclling the yamfbiqs to draw Idtia. 
Indeed, ^ I have before remarked, it is abfo*- 
Itttely neceflary. for aforeign;er^ who wiflies\t9 
travel with expedition, not only to provide him- 
ielf with a paffport, but alfo to procure ^a Rui^ 
iian f^foldier,. who inftead of. attending, to the 
ax^ments of the peafants, or waiting for' the 
lh>w f)!^ediatioi) . of the poft*mafler, fummajily 
dj9cides, the bufinefs by ther.pow;crful intcxpor 
iitipa of his cudgeL . The boors, qurckly 
Jikna;d. by this, dumb mode Qiargummtati$n\ 
fyi^ no difficulty in adjufting their pretenr 
|LonS| and the horfes almofl inftantly make their 
^pearance. 

In our. route through Ruflia I was furprifed 
atvthe propjenfity of the natives to finging, 
Eyen the peafants who a6led in the capacity 
of. coachmen and poftilions, »were np^foonex 
mounted than they began to warble an air, and 
continued it, without the leaft.intermiffion, for 
feveral ^jours. . But what ft ill more aftoniflied me 
was, that^ they perfornied occaiionally in parts ; 
t frequently obferved them engaged in a kind of 
inulicai dialogue, making reciprocal queftions 

i >t . and 
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mA teTpmife^ j» »f ckantin^ <if I Hiay t6 
exprefs myfeiC) tlidr ordinary converfatkm» 
The 4poiUltQns ^17^9 from the beginning to the 
end of t fta^ ; the foldiers jSng during theitf 
mak-cfa ; die coaiitrymea ^g amid the moft 
hbwkfw occupations; the ptrblic-houfes xt^' 
icho wi& their carok; and ift a ftill erthmg I 
have ¥reqi3eirtly heard' the air vibrate with thd 
ilotm ofthe furrounding iiiUages. 

An iTigenitniB author **, long liefident in Ruffia^ 
who tiiriied his attention to the&udy ofthe nati^ 
6|iil rirrufic^ gives' the foUoirihg iaformalooii^poa 
this fubje£t. The general mufic that l^rey^ilf 
among the common people in Ruflia, from the 
Dunatothe Amoor and the Frozen Ocean, confifis 
in one fpecies of fimple melody, which admits of 
infinite variation, according to the ability ofthe 
finger, or the cuflom of the feveral provinces in 
this extenfive empire. The words ofthe fongs are 
moilly in profe, and often extempore, according 
to the immediate invention or recolledion of the 
finger ; perhaps an antient legend, the hiftory of 
an enormous giant, a defcription of a beautiful 
girl, a dialogue between a lover and his miftrefs, or 
the account of a murder. Sometimes they arc 
merely letters and fyllables taken frona an old ac- 

* Staehlin. See his Nacrkhten von der Mufik in Rnfslandy in 
Haygold*s Beylagen, vol. II. p. 6o to 65 j whefe ijpecimens of thU 
air are given. 
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cidence, metrically arranged, and adapted to this 
general air. Thefe words are chiefly; ufed by 
mothers in finging to their children ji while the 
boc^s, perform their national dance to the fame 
tune, accompanied with anftrtimental mufic. 
The fubje6l of the Ibng alfo freq^ently alludes to 
the advdlitures of the fingery or to his prefent 
fituation; and the peasants adapt the; topics of 
their common difcourfe, and their difputes with 
each other, to this general air ; which, altogether, 
forms an e^^traorJinary effefifc,: and led , me to 
conjefture, that they chantfed their ordinary: 
couverfation. 
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Ndvog6rod.«^ Antiquity, power, grahdeur, independence, decline 
fubjeaion, and downfal.-*Pre&nt Aate.*-Cathedxal of St. Sc^rfua, 
—Early introdu6Uon of painting into Ruffia.— Price of provi- 
fions, — Incidents of the joumcy to Peteribtirgh. 

AT Bronitza vre croffed the Mafta upon a raft 
compofed of fevcn * eight trees rudely 
joined together, which fcarcely afforded ropm 
for the carriage and two horfes. We then con- 
tinued our route, through i level country, to 
the hanks of the Volkovetz, or little Volkof, 
which we pafTed in a ferry ; and, after naounting 
a gentle rife, defcended into the open marihy 
plain of pafture, which reaches, without interrup- 
tion, to the walls of Novogorod. That town, at a 
fmall diftance, exhibited a moil magnificent ap- 
pearance, and,' from the great number of churches 
and convents, which op every fide prefented 
themfelves to view, announced our approach to 
a confiderable city ; but our expedations were 
by ito means realized. 

No place ever, filled me with more melancholy 
ideas of fallen grandeur, than Novogorod. It 
is one of the moft ancient cities in Ruffia; 
and was formerly called Great Novogorod, to 
diflinguifli it from other Ruffian towns of a 

fimilar 
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fimilar appellation *. According to Neftor, the 
earliefl of the Ruffian hiflorians, it was built at 
the fame time with Kiof, in the middle of the 
fifth century, by a Sclavonian horde, who if- 
iiied from the banks of the Volga. Its /aati'* 
quity is proved by a paffage in the Gothic 
hiftorian, Jomandes ; in which it is called Gi- 
vitas Nova, or New Town f . We have little 
infigfct into its hiftory before the ninth c^itufy, 
when Ruric, the firft great-duke of Ruffian made 
it the metropolis, of his vaft dominions. The 
year ftibfequent to his death, in 879, the feat of 
government was removed, under his fon Igor 
then an infant, to Kiof; and Novogorod con- 
tinued, above a century, under the jurifdic- 
tion of governors nominated by the great-dukes. 
At length, in 970, Svatoflaf, the fon of Igor, 
treated his third fon Vlodimir duke of Novo- 
gorod : Vlodimir, fucceeding his father in the 
throne of Ruffia, ceded the town to his fon Ya- 
roflaf } who, in 10S6, granted to the inhabitants 
confiderable privileges, that laid the founda^ 
tion of their liberty. From this period Novo? 
gorod was for a long time governed by its own 
dukes : thefe fovereigns were at firft fubordinate 

• Niihnei Novogorod^ and Novogorod Sever(koi. 

t Sclavini a Civitate Nova et Sclavino Ruraunenfi, ct lacu qui 
appeilatur Mufianus, &c. The lake is the II men 5 and the Civitaa 
Kova, Novogorod. S. R. G. Vol. V. p. 383. 
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to the great-duk^i^ whorefided at Kiof and Volo* 
dimir ; but afterwards^ a3 the town increafed in 
population and wealth, gradually nfurped an 
abibiute independency *. 

But while they thus ihook off the yoke of 
a diftant lord^ .they were unable to niatntain their 
authority over their own fubjeds* Although 
the fucceflion continued in the fame family; 
yet, as the dukes were ele6led by the inhabt« 
taats, they gradually bartered^ as the price of 
their nomination, all their moil Valuable prero^ 
gatives. They were alfo fb frequently depofed^ 
thal^ for n^ar two centuries, the lift of the duketf 
lefembles mote a calendar of annual magiflrateis, 
than a regular line of hereditary princes ; and, in 
efFe6l, Novogorod was a republic under the ju* 
rifdi£Uon of a nominal fovereign. The priyileget 
enjoyed by the inhabitants, however unfavour* 
able to the power of the dukes, proved extremely 
benefickd to the real interefts of the town : it 
became the great mart of trade between Ruffia 
and the Hanfeatic cities, and made rapid- ad^ 
Tances^ in opulence and . population. At this 
period its dominions iV^ere lb exteniiveti ita 

• S. R-G. Vol. v. p. 397* 

f Its tenitoiy extended to tlie nortbaa far as the frontier* of 
livonkand Finland, and comprifed great part of the province of 
Archangel, and a- large di&d&, beyond the north-weftem limita^of 
Siberia* 

power 
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power fo great, and its fituation fo impregnable, 
as to give aifc to a proverb, " Who can refill the 
Gbds and Great Novogorod * ?'* 

It continued in this flourilhing ftate until the 
middle of the I5th century, when the great- 
dukes of Ruffia, who mil retained the title of 
dukes of Novogorod, having tranisferred their 
refidence from Kiof to Volodimir, and after- 
wards^ to Mofcow, laid claim to its feudal 
fovereignty ; a demand which the inhabitants 
fometimes evaded by compofition, fometimes by 
refiftance, but Were fometimes compelled to ac- 
knowledge. At length, in 1471, Ivan Vaffili- 
cvitch I. bavins: fecured his dominions as^ainft 
the inroads of the Tartars, and extended his em- 
pire by tiie conqueft of the neighbouring princi- 
palities, aflerted his right to the fovereignty of 
Novogorod, and enforced his pretentions by a 
formidable army.; He vanquiflied the troops of 
the republic, and, having forced the citizens^ to 
acknowledge his claims, appointed a governor, 
who was permitted to refide in the town, and ex- 
ercife the authority formerly veiled in their own 
dukes t- This power, however, being exceed- 
ingly limited, left them in the entire pofieffion 

• ^is contra Decs et Magnafn Novogardlam f 

f The government was fimilar to that of the German republics, 
who acknowledge the emperor as thelf liege-lord, but are under the 
jurifdiflion of their own magiftrates. 

of 
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of their moft valuable immunities ; they retained 
their own laws, chofe their own magiilrates, and 
the governor never interfered in public affairs^ 
except by appeal. 

Ivan; by no means contented with this limit- 
ed fpccies of government, watched a favourable 
opportunity of extending his authority, and, in 
1477, laid fiege to the town. His defigns being 
abetted by internal feuds, the inhabitants 
were conftrained to fubfcribe to the conditions 
impofed by the haughty conqueror. The gates 
were thrown open ; the great-duke entered the 
place in the charafter of fovereign, and the 
people, tendering the oath of allegiance, deli- 
vercd into his harrds the charter of -their liber- 
ties, which unanimity would fiill have preferved 
inviolate. One circumftance, recorded by hif- 
torians as a proof of unconditional fubjec- 
tion, was the removal of an enormous bell from 
Novogorod to Mofcow, denominated by the 
inhabitants eternal, and revered as the palla- 
dium of their liberty and the fymbol of their 
privileges. It was fufpended in the market- 
place ; the facred found drew the people inftanV 
ly from the moft remote parts, and tolled the 
fiscnal of foreisrn danger or inteftine tumult. The 

O ^ CD 

great-duke peremptorily demanded this objeft 
of public veneration, which he called " The la- 
rum of /edition ;" atid the inhabitants confider- 

VOL. II. ' G cd 
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cd its furrender as the fure prelude of departing 
liberty. 

Frotn this period the great-duke became in 
effed abfolute fovereign of Novogorod, although 
the oftenfible forms of government were ftill 
preferred : to enfure the obedience of his new 
fubje6ls, he tr^nfplanted above a thoufand of 
the principal citizens to Mofcow and other 
towns ; and fecured the Kremlin of Novogorod, 
with firong walls of brick. Notwithftanding 
the defpotifm to which the inhabitants were fub- 
jeft, and the oppreflidn which they experienced 
from Ivan and his fucceffors; yet Novogorod 
ftill continued the largeft and moft commercial 
city ' in all RuiTia, as . will aj^ear from the 
defcription of Richard Chanceler, who paffed 
through it in 1354 in his way to Mofcow. 
" Next unto Mofcow, the city of Novogorod i» 
reputed the chiefeft of Rufiia ; for although it 
be in majeiUe inferior to it, yet in greajneffe it 
goeth beyond it. It is the chiefeft and greateft 
marte towne of all Mofcovie ; and albeit the 
emperor's feate is not there, but at Mofco, yet 
the commodioufneffe of the river, falling into 
that gulfe which is called Sinus Finnicus, where- 
by it is well frequented by merchants, makes it 
more famous than Mofco itfelf *." 

r 

♦ Hackluyty voL L p. ajr- 
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Its population, during this period, was fo great, 
that in 1508, above 1 5,000 perfons died of an 
epidemical diforder * ; more than double the 
number of the prefent inhabitants. In its 
mod flourifhing condition it contained at leaft 
400,000 fouls f. Under the reign of Ivan Vaffi- 
lievitch II. the profperity * of Novogorod expe- 
rienced a fatal downfal ; that monarch having, 
in 1570, difcovered a fecret correfpondence be* 
tween fome of the principal inhabitants and Si- 
gifmond Auguflus king of Poland, relative to a 
furrender of the city into his hands, punifhed 
them in the moft inhuman manner. ^ He repaired 
in perfon to Novogorod ; and appointed a court of 
inquiry, juftly denominated the tribunal of blood. 
Contemporary hiftorians relate that its proceed- 
ings continued during the l^ace of five weeks^ 
and that on each day of this fatal period more 
than 500 inhabitants fell viftims to the venge- 
ance of incenfed defpotifm. According to fome 
authors, 45,000, according to others, more than 
30,000 perfons periflied in this dreadful carnage. 
Thofe writers, who were the czar's enemies, have 
probably exaggerated the number of thefe exe- 

♦ S. R. G. vol. V. p. 494. 

t According to Heym, Novogorod, in I7l3» contained 62 
churches, 6 convents, and,.exclufive of 12 public buildings* 15x1 
houiesy of which only 39 were of brick. The population aunouat- 
ed to 3342 males and 3784 females. 

G 2 cutions J 
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cutions; and it is but juftice to add,, that fome 
circumftances in their relations are unqueftiona* 
bly falfe : but though we ought not to give 
impHcit credit to all the accounts recorded by 
his adverfaries ; yet, even by the confeffion of 
his apologifts, there ftill remains fufficient evi- 
dence of his favage ferocity in this barbarous 
IranfaQion, which equals if not furpaffes, in cru- 
elty, the maffacre at Stockholm under Chriftian 
II. 

This horrid c^taftrophe and the fubfequent 
oppreffions whjch tne town experienced from 
that great though fanguinary prince, impaired 
its ftrength; and.it is defcribed as a' place of 
defolation by Uhlfield, the Danifli cmbaffador. 
But although the fplendour of this once flourilh- 
ing town leceived a confiderable diminution; 
yet it was not totally obfcured until the founda- 
tion of Peterfburgh, whither Peter the Great 
transferred all thecommerce of the Baltic, which 
before centered in Novogorod. 

The prefent town is fuiTounded by a rampart 
of earth, with a range of old tpwers at regular 
diftances, forming a circumference of fcarcely a 
mile and an half ; and even this inconfiderable' 
circle includes much open fpace, and maiiy 
hoiifes which are not inhabited. As Novogo- 
rod was built after the manner of the antient 
towns of this country, in the Afiatic ftyle, this^ 
rampart, like that of the Semlainogorod at Mof- 
• cow,. 
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cow, probably enclbfed fevcral inte'*ior circles : 
without it wa^ a vaft extcnfive fuburb, which 
reached to the diftance of fix miles, and includ- 
ed ail the convents and churches, the antient 
ducal palace and other ftruAures, that now make 
a fplendid, but folitary appearance, in the adja- 
cent plain. 

Novogorod ftretches on both fide^ of the Vol- 
kof, a beautiful river of eonfiderable depth and 
rapidity, and fomewhat broader than the Thames 
at Windfor. This river feparates the town into 
tu'o divifions ; the Trading Part, and the Quar- 
ter of St. Sophia, which ai*e united by means of 
a bridge, partly of wood and partly of brick. 

The firft divifion, or the Trading Part, is, ex- 
cepting the governor's houfe, a rude clufter of 
wooden habitations, and in no other refped; dif- 
tinguiflied from the common villages .than by 
numerous brick phurches and convents, melan- 
choly monuments of former magnificence. In 
all parts I was ftruck with thefe remains of ruinr 
cd grandeur ; while half-cultivated fields enclof- 
cd within high palifadoes, and large Tpaces co? 
vered with nettles, attefted prefent defolation. 
Towards its extremity a brick edifice, and fever 
ral detached ftruftures of the fame materials, 
erefted at the emprefs's expence; for a manufac- 
ture of ropes and fails, exhibited a fplendid 
figure when contrafte4 witji the furroundin^ 

Jiovels, 

G3. . The 
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The oppofite divifion, denominated the Quar- 
' ter of St. Sophia, derives its appellation from 
the cathedral, and comprehends the fortrefe or 
Kremlin ere6led for the purpofe of curbing the 
inhabitants, and preventing frequent iitfurrec-. 
tions. It is of an oval form, and furroundcd by 
a high brick wall, ftrengthened with round and 
fquare towers : the wall is fimilar to that which 
tnclofes the Kremlin at Mofcow, and was alfo 
built in 1490 by the Italian architect Solario of 
Milan, at the order of Ivan Vaffilievitch I. foon 
after the conqueft of Novogorod. The fortrefs 
contains the cathedral of St. Sophia, the old ar- 
chiepifcopal manfion with the ftair-cafe on the 
outfide, part of a new palace not finifhed, and a 
few other brick buildings ; but the remaining 
fpace is a wafte, overfpread with weeds and net- 
tles, and covered with ruins. 

The cathedral of St. Sophia, one of the moft 
antient churches in Ruffia, was begun in 1044 
by Vlodimir Yarpflavitch duke of Novogorod, 
an<J completed in 1 05 1 *. It was probably con- 
ftrufted fobn after Chriftianity was introduced 
into Riiflia by the Greeks, and called St. So- 
phia, from the church of that name in Conflan- 

» 

^ S, K. G. vol. v. p. 398* A wooden church of the ikme iaame 
wrsa <onftru£ted about the year looO by Joachim, the firft bishop <^ 
^ovogofpd, on the foot where this qithedral now Hands. Ibid. 

tinopte 
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tinople/* It is a high fquare building, with A 
giided cupola, and four tin domes. We enter- 
ed this venerable pile through a pair of brazen 
I gates onvamented with various figures in alto 
relievo, reprefenting the Paffion of our Saviour, 
find other fcriptural hiftories. According to 
tradition, thefe gates were brought from the 
antient town of Cherfon, where Vlodimir 
the Great \^vls baptized, are fuppofed to be of 
Grecian workmanfliip, and are in confequence 
of this perfuafion called Korfunlkie Dveri, the- 
doors of Cherfon. Bjut if we admit the truth 
of this tradition, how ihall we account for th« 
Latin charafters with which they are infcribed. 

• p. c. WICMANNVS MEGIDEBVRGENSIS 
ALEXANDER epc DEBLVCICH. 
AVE MARIA GPACIAPLEHS DlJS lECVGL 

The firft part of this infcription feems to prove 
rather, that they came from Magdeburgh in 
Germany ; a circumftance by no means impro* 
bable, as the inhabitants of Novogorod main- 
tained, in thofe early times, a no lefs frequent 
iutercourfe with Germany than with Greece. 

In the infide of this cathedral are twelve maf- 
fy piers white-wafhed, which, as well a$ the 
walls, are thickly covered with the reprefenta-* 
tions of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and of 
various faints, Some of thefe paintings are of 

4 very 
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ycry high antiquity, and probably anterior to 
the revival of the art in Italy. Many of the 
figures are finifhed in a hard flat Jiyle of colour- 
ing upon a gold grojuttd, and exaftly fimilar to 
thofe of the Greek artifts, by whom, according 
to Vafari, painting was firft introduced into 
Italy. 

Towards the latter end of the 1 3th century, 
fome Greek artifts invjted to Florence, painted 
a chapel in the church of Santa Maria Novella. 
Although their defign and colouring were hard 
andflaty and they chiefly reprefented the figures 
on a, field of gold ; yet there produdions were 
much admired in that ignorant century. Ci- 
mabue, who was then a boy, ftruck with their 
performance, was accuftomed to pafs all the 
time he could fteal from fchool in contemplat- 
ing the progrefs of their work. His enthufiafm 
being thus kindled, he turned his whole atten- 
tion to the ftudy of an art to which his genius 
feemed inclined. His. firft compofitions had 
all the defeSs of the mafters whom he imi- 
tated ; but he gradually improved as he advanc- 
ed, and laid the firft rude foundation of that 
aftonifliing excellence which the fchools of Ita- 
ly afterwards attained. 

As painting was brought into Italy from the 
Greek empire, when there wasfcarcely any con- 
nexion between thofe two countries;^ we may 

be 
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be well affured it was iHtroduced at a more ear- 
ly period into Ruilia, from the fame quarter ; 
not only becaufe a conflant intercourfe had been 
long maintained between the great-dukes and 
emperors of Conftantinople, and becaufe the pa- 
triarch WBJ^ formerly the head of the church ef- 
tabliihed in Ruffia; but likewife becaufe the 
Ruffians, being converted to Chriftianity by 
the Greeks, were accuftomed, after their ex:- 
ample, to decorate their temples with various 
figures, and muft have received from them mai^y 
portraits of faints, which, form in tlieir religion 
a neceflary part of divine worfhip. We may 
conclude, therefore, that the cathedral of St * 
Sophia, which was built in the i ith century, 
and is one of the mod antient churches of Ruf- 
fia, was ornamented with! the figures of faints by 
Greek artifts, whom the great-dukes of Novo- 
gorod drew from Conftantinople. The reprefen- 
tations in queftion, indeed, are fuch mere daub- 
ings, as not to deferve a particular inquiry, if 
it did not affift in illuftrating the progrefs of 
the liberal arts, and afcertaining the ej^rly in- 
troduftion of painting into this country, at a 
period when it was probably unknown even in 
Italy*. 

» 

• Jam diu-pingunt Rnthcni, ct quis credat > feculo duodecimo, 
%$ Falconi.— See Effai fur la Bib. &c. p. 19. 

Several 
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Several princes of the ducal family of Ruflia 
arc interred in this cathedral. The firft is Vlo* 
dimir Yaroflavitch, who was bom in 1020, died 
in 1051 *, and buried in this church, which he 
had juft completed. Befides his tomb, are thofe 
of his mother Anne, daughter of the eaftem em- 
peror Romanus, his wife Alexandra, his brother 
iMicfliflaf, and, laftly, of F6odor, brother of 
Alexander Neviki, ^who died in 1 228. The moft 
antient of thefe fepulchres are of carved wood 
gilt, filvered, and furrounded with iron rails ; 
the others are of brick and mortar. Within the 
fanftuary th6 walls are covered with Mofaic 
compartments, of coarfe workmanfhip, but cu- 
rious from their antiquity^ 

Our landlord is a German ; and his inn, 
though fmall, one of the moft commodious we 
had hitherto met with in Ruffia : it was neatly 
fumiihed, and afforded beds, an article of fingU" 
lar luxury in this country, which we had no 
fmall difficulty to procure even in the city of 
Mofcow. 

By the aflifiance of our landlord we obtained 
the price of proy jfions in thefe parts ;};; 



/. d^ i. 


d. 


9titcher*s meat per Ruffian po^nd t - i^ to o 


z 


Black bread per ditto . • . .| 




yfhitt common ditto - « ▼ i 





♦ S. R. G. vol. V. p. 399. 

t A RufliaD pound —r 14) Engliih ounces. 

I 1778. ^ 

F««nch 
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French ditto - • - - • 2 

Butter ditto - - - - 4 

' Ten eggs from - - ' - - l{ to o $ 

Piair of fowls from - - i 3 to i S 

Fatted goofe - - - i . 

Couple of wild ducks . - - 5 

Tame ditto * - - 'i 3 

Brace of Partridges * - - - IP 

Black game, cock and hen -16 

Hare - - - - - 74 

Quart of milk - - - - if 

Beft fpiritiKms liquors per quart i 5} 

Worftfort - - . . gj 

Pair of peaiknt^s leather ihoes - I 3 

Boots - - - - 4 10 

Round hat - - - - I 3 

Ftafant^s ftiirt, no collar or wrift-l . 

r I 3 

bandy and very fliort. ^ 

« 

Our coaeh being much fliattercd by the bad 
roads, we left it at Nbvogorod, and continued 
our journey in kibitkas, the common carriages of 
the country. A kibitka is a fmall cart, capable 
of containing two perfons abreafl^ while the 
driver fits upon the further extremity clofe to 
the horfes' tails. It is about five feet in length, 
and th^ hinder half is covered with a femi-Circu- 
lar tilt, open in front like the top of a cradle, 
made of laths interwoven and covered with birch 
6r beech-bark. There is not a piece of iron in 
the whole machine. It has no fprings, and 
is faftened by means of wooden pins, ropes, 
*nd flicks, to the body of the carriage. The 

Rufliansii 
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RuffiaTis, when they travel in thefe kibitkas, 
place a feather-bed in the bottom, admirably 
calculated to break the intolerable' jolts and 
concuflionSj occaiioned by the uneven timber 
roads. With this precaution "a kihitka^ thoqgh 
inferior in fplendqur, equals in comfort the moft 
commodious vehicle. The traveller ftretches 
himfclf at length* upon the feather-bed, an4 if 
inclined, may dofe away the journey in perfecl 
tranquillity. But being novices in the* method 
of equipping this fpccies of conveyance, we dif- 
fered a layer of trunks and other hard baggage to 
be fubftituted in the place of feather-beds : thefe 
fubftances, fo much more bulky^ and fo much 
lefs yielding than down, obliged us either to fit 
linder the tilt in a floping pofture, or upon the 
narrow edge of the carriage ; in the alternate enr 
joyment of which delegable politions, we paffed 
twelve hours without .intermiffion, and with no 
refrefliment. Thofe who have ever regaled them- 
felves amidft a pile of loofe trunks and boxes in 
the bafket of a heavy-laden ftage coach, over 
the rougheft pavement, would efteem that mode 
of conveyance luxury to what we experienced. 
Our impatience, however, to reach Peterlburgh 
beguiled in»fome meafure the bruifes we received 
from our kibitkas and their contents, and in- 
duced us to perfevere in our route till after ten 

at night; when, being depofitcd in a fmallvil- 

lage, 
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lage, I hid fcarcely ftrength remaining to craii'^l 
to fome frefh ftraw fpread for our beds in the 
comer of an nhfumiflied inn. With the comforts 
of this deHghtful place of repofe i was fo ena- 
moured, that I could not be prevailed upon to 
relinquifh it even for a few minutes^ for the en- 
joyment of an excellent ragout priepared by our 
fervant, which a conftant failing fince nine in the 
morning tended greatly to recommend. 

A tolerable night's reft, and the profpeft of 
only fifty miles between us and Peterfburgh, in- 
duced us to re-affume our former ilatioQS, and 
to brave a repetition of our fatigue. The coun- 
try we paffed through was ill calculated to al- 
leviate our fufferings, by transferring our atten- 
1 tionfrom ourfelves to the furrounding obje6U. 
Excepting the environs of Novogorod, which 
were tolerably open, the road made of timber, 
\ and as ftraight as an arrow, ran through a per- 
petual foreft, without the leaft intermixture of 
hill or dale, and with few flips of cultivated 
ground. Through this dreary extent, the 
gloomy uniformity of the foreft was only 
broken by a few folitary villages at long dif- 
tances from each other, without the interven- 
! tion of a fingle houfe. Itchora^ the'laft village 
! at which we changed horfes, though but 20 miles 
I from the capital, was fmall and wretched, and 
I the adjacent country as inhofpitable and un- 
peopled 
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|)eopled as that we had abeady pafled. About 
ten miles from Itchora we fuddenly turned to 
the right, and x the fcene inflantly brightened : 
the woods gave way to cultivation, the country 
began to be enlivened with houfes, the inequali- 
ties of the timber road were fucceeded by the le- 
vel of a fpacious caufeway equal to the fined 
turnpikes of England, the end of each verll ♦ 
was matked with fuperb mile-fiones of granite 
and marble, and a long avenue of trees was clofed 
at the difiance of a few miles with a view of Pe- 
terfburgh, the objed; of our wiihes, and the ter- 
mination of our labours. 



• Throughout all the lugh roads of Ruffia, each verft (or three 
quarters of a mile) is marked by a wooden poft, abofut twelve feet 
ia height, paiiitcd red« 
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Jttftificatlon of Peter the Great for transferring the feat of empire 
fron> Mofcow to St. Petersburgh^^^Defcription of the new me« 
tropdis.-— Foundation and progrefs.^— Circumference andpopu* 
lation. — ^Inundations of the Nera.— •Remarkable flood in 1 777.-^ 
Bridge of Pontoons.— Plan for a bridge of a fingle arch acroft the 
Neva. — ColoITal fbitue of Peter the Great.-^ Account of the pe* 
deftal, and its conve3rance to Peterlburgh.— General oblervationt 
on the weather during the winter.«->"Precaution8 againft the coMk 
«— Diveriions and winter fcenes upon the Ne7a.««-Ice*hilb.«»oAn« 
niialfair. 

SAINT Petersburgh is iituated in the latitude 
of 59** 56^ ft3^^ north, and longitude SO** 25^ 
eaft, from the meridian of Greenwich. It (lands 
upon the Neva, near the' Gulph of Finland^ and 
is built partly on fome iilands in the mouth of 
that river, and partly on the continent. The 
principal divifions are: i. The Admiralty quar- 
ter; 2. The Vaffili Oftrof*; 3. The fortrefs; 
4. The Ifland'of St. Peterlburgh; and 5. The 
various fuburbs; called the fuburbs of Livonia^ 
of Mofcow, of Alexander Nevfki, and of Wi- 
burgh. Their refpeSive fituations will be better 
explained by the annexed plan of the town, than 
by the mpli elaborate defcription. 

* oftrof £gnifie$ Iflandu 

Peter 
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Peter the Great incurred confiderable cenfure 
for transferring the feat of empire from Mofcow 
to Peterfburgh : it has been urged, with fome de- 
gree of plaufibility, that he was in efFe6l more an 
Afiatic than an European fovereign ; that Mof- 
cow, lying nearer to the center of his dominions^ 
was better calculated for the imperial refidence ; 
and that, by removing his capital, he neglefted 
the interior provinces, and facrificed every con- 
fideration to his predileftion for the fettlem^nts 
iipon the Baltic. 

But although Peterfburgh is fituated at the 
extremity of Ruflia, he did not negleft any other 
part of his vaft dominions. On, the contrary, 
he was no lefs attentive to his Afiatic than to bis 
European provinces : his repeated negotiations 
with the Chinefe, his campaigns/ againft the 
Turks, and his conqueft of the Perfian provinces, 
which border upon the Cafpian, prove the truth 
of this aflertion. It is no lefs obvious, that Eu- 
rope was the quarter from whence the greateft 
danger to his throne impended ; that the Swedes 
ivere his moft formidable enemies, and 5from them 
the very exiftence of his empire was threatened 
with annihilation. It was not by leading 'his 
troops againft the defultory bands of Turks or 
Perfians, that he acquired a folid military force; 
but by training them to endure the firm attack 
of regular battalions, and to learn to conquer 

from 
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from rq>eated defeats: with this defign, the 
nearer he fixed ink feat to the borders of Swe*- 
den, whofe veterans hatd long been the terror of 
the north, the more readily his troops would im- 
bibe their military ipirit, and learn their well-re- 
gulated manoeuvres. Add to this, that the pro- 
teftion of the -new commerce, which he opened 
through the Baltic, depended uponf the creation 
and maintenance of a naval force, which re- 
€fmed hk immediate and almoft continual in-* 
fpe6iio2i. To this circumftance alone is owing 
the- rapid and refpe6lable rife of the Ruffian 
power, its preponderance in the north, and po- 
iitfcod importance in the fcale of Europe. In a 
.word, had not Peter transferred the. feat of go- 
^nenfinent to the fhores of the Baltic, the Ruffian 
ndvy had never rode triumphant in the Turkifh 
fcas ; and Catharine II. had never flood forth 
the arbitrefs of the north, and the mediatrix * of 
Ettrope* 

. *^ Thedntemal improvement of the Ruffian em-- 
|>ire, the great i(:lye6t of Peter's reign, was con- 
-fideraMy advanced by approaching the capital 
to the more civilized parts of Europe: by this 
meaiis he drew the nobility from their rude 'mag- 
•nificence and feudal <iignity at Mofcow, to a 
more immediate dependence upon the fovereigii, 

* It inuft be remembered, that CathgriojB 11. inediated the peace 
of Tefchco, in 1799, between th^ emperor of Germany aod tl^e 
kingoCPruffia. 

VOL, II. • 8 - to 
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to more poliflied ma^ners^ to a greater degree 
of fecial intercourfe. Nor did any other caufe, 
perhaps, fo much tend to promote his plans for 
the civilization of his fubjefls, as the removal of 
the imperial feat from the inland provinces to the 
Gulf of Finland. 

, In oppofition, therefore^ to the cenfurers . oT 
Peter, we dannot but efteem this aft as extremely 
.beneficial, and might even. .venture to aflert, that 
if, by any revolution of Europe, this empire 
iliould lofe its acquifitions on the Baltic ; if the 
court flidukl repair to Mofcow, and maintain a 
iainter, connexion with the European powers 
before an effential reformation in the manaers 
of thp people takes place; .Ruffia would fotm 
xelapfe into her original bartarifm, and no traces; 
of the mej0fK)rable improvements introduced by 
Peter L and Catliiavine IL be found but in the 
annals- of hiftory., . 

In walking about this metropolis I was filled 
with aftoninfhment on reftefting, that fo latd as 
the . beginning of this century j, the- gix)und dm 
which Peterlburgb how (lands was a morafs oc*- 
<:upicd by a few filhermen's^huts. The iirft 
building of the city is fo recent as to be almoft 
Teanembered by perfons now alive; and its gra^ 
dual progrcfs is traced without difficulty.. Peter 
the Great having wrefted Ingria from the Swedes, 
and advanced the boundaries of his cmpife to 
the IJiOres orihe Baltic, determined to erc<5l a 
; fortrefs^ 
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Fdrtrefj upon a fmall ifland in the mouth of the 
Neva, for prote6ting his cbnquefts, and opening 
a new channel of commerce * . As a prehidfe to 
this undertaking, a fmall battery was raifed oii 
another idand of the Neva, upon the fpot now 
occupied by the Academy of ScienceiS, and was 
commanded by Vaffili Demitrievitch Kotfhmin. 
All the ordets of the emperor fent to this officer 
being &irfe£);ed Fdjiti na OJirof, To Vaffili upon 
the ifland, ihis part of the town was called Vqfili 
Ofirof, or the Ifland of Vaffili: 

The fortrefs was begun on the I6th of May; 
1703; and, notwithftandiug the bbfttuftions 
arifing from the marfliy nature of the ground^ 
and the inexperience of the workmen^ a fmall 
citadel furrounded with a rampart of earth, and 
ftrengthtned With fix baftions, was completed 
in a ihort time. An author f, who was in Ruf- 
fia at that period, informs us, ^Hhat the labour^ 
'^rs were not furniflied with the neceflary tools^ 
jas pick-axes, fpades alid ihbvels, wheel-barrows, 
planks^ and the like ; notwithfl:anding which, the 
work went on with fuch eipeditiohj that it was 
furpnfing to fee tbd fortrefs raifed within lefa 
than five months, though the earth, which is 
very fciu*ce. thereaboui^i was, fof the greater 

* See Hift. Geog. and l^op. Befchreibung der Stadt. S. Pet iii 
the journal of St. Pet, for 1779. 
f Per^>tbfte of RttflSa, vol. L p. joo. 
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part, carried by thfe labourers in the fldrts of 
their clothes, and in bags made of rags and old 
m^ts, the ufe of wheel-barro>vs being the^ un- 
known to them." 

Within the fortrefe a few wooden habitations 
xvere ereded. For his own itnmediate refyience 
Peter alfo ordered, in the beginning of 1705, ^ 
fmall hut to be raifed in an adjacent iflantj, 
which he called the iflaiKi of St. Peteriburgl^ 
and from wliich the new metropolis has derive^ 
its name : this hut was low and fmall, and is ftill 
prefervfid in memory of the foy^eign who con- 
defceuded ta dwell in il. Near it was foon 
;iftervv.ards conftrufted another woo4en haWtati- 
on, but larger and more commodious, in which 
prince Mentchikof r.efided, and gave audience to 
foreign minifters. At a fmall diftance was an 
inn, much frequenfed by the courtiei:s and per- 
fons of all ranks ; to which Peter frequently re- 
paired on Sundays . iafter divine feryice ; , and 
jcaroufed with his fuite.and others who happened 
to be prefent, as fpeftators of the fire-works and 
diverfions, exhibited by .his orders, 
: On the 30th of May, 1706, P^ter demoliflied 
llie fmall citadel, and began the founilation of 
the new fortrdfs on the fame fyoti Jil niOy 
count GolovTcin built the firft edifice of brick, 
and in the fallowing year the t^ar, with his own 

hand^ laid thefoundatic^n-of ahoufe, tobeere&d 

• • * * * ■ » 

T with 
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^ith the feme materials*. From theie fmall 
beginnings rofe the prefent metropolis^ of Rufiia ; 
and in lefe than nine years, the feat of empire 
was tr^sferrcd from Mofeow to Peterfburffh. 

The defpotic authority and zeal of Peter for, 
Ihe improvement of the new capital, will appear 
firom his mandates. In 17 14 he enjoined, thai 
all buildings upon the ifland of St. Petepfburgh, 
an3 in the Admiralty Quarter, particularly thofe 
on the banks= of the Neva, ihould be eonftruAed 
after the German manner with timber and 
britk ; that the nobility and principal mer- 
chants fliould be obliged to have houfcs in 
Peterfburgh ; that every large veffeF navigating 
to the city fljould bring so ftones, every fmall ^ 
one 16, stnd every peafant's "waggon three, to- 
wards the conffruftion of the bridges and othef 
public works, that the roofs of the houfes fliould 
be no longei* covered with birch planks and 
bark, fd dangerous in cafe of fire, but Avith tiles 
orcldds of earth. In 1716a regular plan f for 
the new <iity was approved by Peter ; the prin- 
cipal part of tlie new metropolis was to be fitu- 
ated in the ifland of Vaflili-Oftrof ; and, in imi- 
tation of the Dutch towns, canals were to be 
Cut through the ptincipal ftreets, and lined with 
avenues of trees ; but it as never carried into 

• Journal of St. Peterfburgb, 1 797. 

f The reader will find a delhseatii^n of this plan in Perry's State 

dfRuifia. 

H 3 execu- 
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Execution ; and under the emprefs Anne, the im- 
perial refidence was removed to the Admiralty 
Quarter. The not>ili ty foon followed the 'exam-; 
pie of the foyerejgn ; and, excepting fome 
public eflifices, and the row of houfes fronting 
the Neva, the Vaffili Oftrof is the worft part of 
the city, and contain? more wooden buildings 
than all the other quarters. 

Succeeding fovereigns have continued to em^ 
|)elli(h Peterfburgh, but none more than the 
prefent emprefs, who may be called its fecond 
• founder. Notwith(landing, however, all thefe 
imprgyeiTients, it bears every mark of an infant 
city, and, is flijl, "only an immenfe outline^ 
which will require future einprefljes an^ almoft 
future ages to complete ^." Tl^e ftrpets in ger 
Heral are broad t ^tnd fp^cious ; and three of th^ 
principal ftrtets, which meet at the Admiralty^ 
and reach to the extremities of tb? fuburb$^ 
are at leaft two miles in length. Moft pf them 
are paved ; but a fpw are ftill fuffered to r^tnaii^ 
floored with planks. In feveral parts of the 
inetropolis, particularly in the Vaffili Oftroi^ 
wooden houfes and habitations, fcarcely fuperiof 
to common cottages, are blended with the public 
buildings ; but this motley mixture is far le<s 
common than at Mpfcow. 

• Wrax all's Tour, p. 231. 

t Thqr are moftly as broad as Oxford-ftrtet : thofe with canals 
much br^adcTt 

•Hie 
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The brick boufes are driiamented with a white 
ftiiccQ, whidi has led feveral travellers to alTert. 
that they are built with (lone ; wherjeas, unl^fs I 
am miftaken, there are only two done ftnic* 
tures in all Pet^rfburgh; the one the church 
of St. Ifaaq; of hewn granite, and marble co- 
lulnnsi not yet finiihed ; the other the marble 
palace conftru6ied at the expence of the emprefs, 
on the banks of the Neva. . Her imperial majefty 
gave this fuperb edifice to prince Orlof ; and, %t 
his death, purchafed it fiom his executor for 
g,000,Oo6 of roubles. Tl>e ftyle of arcbite6lure 
is magnificent but heavy ; the front is copfipofed 
of poliihed granite and marble, and finiflied with 
fuch nicety, ^nd in a ftyje fo fijperior to the 
contiguQus buildings, that it fpemg to have been 
tranfpprted to the prefent fpot, like a palace in 
the Arabian tales, raifed by the enchantment pf 
Alaiidin's lamp *, It pontains forty rooms upon 
eachfjoor, and is fitted up in a ftyle of fuch 
fpl^ndor, that the lexpence of the furniture 
amounted to 1,500,000 ro^ble3. 

The manfions of tlie nobility are vaft piles of 
building, but not in general upon fo magnificent 
a fcale as feveral I obferved at Mofcow : they are 
fumiflied with great coft, and as elegantly dfi 



In thi$ palace Staniilaus, the abdicated ^ng of ?o)4ad. 
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thofe 



Ihofe'at Paris or London. They are fituated 
Chiefly on the fouth fide of the Neva, either iri 
€ie Admiralty Qliafter, or in the fuburbs of 
Livonia and Mofcow, which are the fined parts 
of the city. , ^ 

The views upon the banks of the Neva exhibit 
the moft grand and lively fcenes I ever beheld. 
That river is in many places as broad as the 
Thames at London : it is alfo deep, rapid, and 
as tranfparent as cryftal; and the banks' are 
lined with handfome buiWihgs.. Oh the north 
fide the fortrefs, the Academy of Sciences^ 
and Academy of Arts,' are the moft ftriking 
obje6ts ; on the oppofite fide are the Imperial pa- 
lace, the Admiralty, the manfions of many 
Ruffian nobles^ and the Englifh line, fo called 
becaufe the whole row is ^principally occupied 
by the English merchants. In the front of theft 
buildfngs, on the fouth fide, is the Quay, which 
ftretches for three miles, except where it is inter* 
irupted by the Admiralty ; and the Neva;' during 
the whole of thatfpace has been lately embanked 
by a vfsMy parapet, and pavement of hewn gta- 
nite; a magnificent and durable monument of 
imperial munificence. The canals of Catharine, 
and of the Fontanka*, which are feveral miles 
ill length, have been recently embanked in the 



* And the Moika fince my departure. 

, ' fame 
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fame manner, an4 add greatly to the beauty of 
the metropolis. 

The quantity of poliihed granite ufed in thele 
public works is fufficient to aftonifh an Euro- 
pean architeft, who confiders the hardnefs of the 
ftone, and the difficulty with which it is po- 
liflied. I have frequently viewed with furprize 
the procefs employed by the Ruffian workmen 
in fmoothing the granite. . They batter the llohe 
with an iron hammer edged with fteel; the 
quantity which flies off at each ftroke, is almoft 
imperceptible; but by repeatedly ftriking the 
fame place, the prominent parts are worn away, 
and the ftone bedomes fmooth. To this gradual 
attrition may be applied the proverb, 

Gutta cavat lapidem^ non vifedfiepe cadendcK 

Peterfburgh, though more compaft than other 
Ruffian cities, with the houies in many ftreetJ' 
contiguous to each other, ftill bears a refem- 
blance to the towns of this country, and is built 
in a very ftraggling manner. By an order lately, 
iffiied from government, the city has been en- 
clofed within a rampart, the circumference 
whexeof is 21 verfts, or 14 Engliih miles. 

The average population of Peterfburgh may 
be collected from the lift of births and deaths* 
during feven years. 
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BIRTHjS, 
,, Males ^ 24.cg7 ,^o 
'» Females zs2zi^7^' 



?47|9 



177Z 

^773^^' - 35483 
*--^ Males 28397 -.- 
. >774 Females 2598 1 5437 

1775 r - 4961 

-,^ Males 2816?;^^^^ 
'77P Females 2581 $5397 

I^atives. | 
Males ^717 I 

.„, ^r^** ^^'^ \s«s4 

1777 Foreigners. P ^^ 

Males 265 I 
Females 254 j 

Total of births for 77^,^ 
years - - 3 J ' / 



DEATHS. 



Males 31377 ,.^ 
Females 1642 $4779 



Males 
Females 



4727 
5031 

^'^!44S8 



>559 



3107 



Annual averajge of births, omitting fnuJl 7 
fra£lions - - - J 5*3* 



Males 2604.? ^ 
Females 1769 $44^3 

Natives. 
Males 31 17 
Females 2043 

Foreigners.. 
Males ^65 
Females 235 



Total of 

deaths 



)s66o 



of deat^9 



459+ 



By multiplying the births 5238 by 25, the fum 
is 134,950; and the deaths 4594 by 26, the fu«i 
is 119,444. By taking the medium, therefore, 
l^etween thefe two fums, we have 126,697 for 
^e number of inhabitants * , ^ 

Peterlburgh, 



9 Sufslick eftimates the population of Peterfburgh at 1331196^ 
hy multiplying the births by 28; and 132,9909 by multiplying the 
deaths by 26 ; neither of wbkh numbers differs eflentialiy from th» 
average number in the text : he adds, tlmt peterfburgh is the only 
large town in which there are more births than deaths. The popu* 
lation of Fieterfburgh is continually increafing, as well from the 
excth of the births above the deaths, as from the influx of natives 
afid forrig^ers. According toa cenfus taken in 1784* it contained 
126,827 males, and 65,619 females, including about zjfi(p foreign- 
ers I in all 192,446 perfons. 

, According 
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Peterfburgh, from its lov and marfliy fitua-? 
tioB, is fubjeft to inundations, which fometimes 
threaten the town with a total fubmerfion. 
Thefe floods are chiefly occafioned by a weft or 
Ibuth-weft windy which, blowing directly from 
the gulf, obftru6U the current of the Neva, and 
caufes an accumulation of waters. On the 1 6th 
of November we had nearly perfonal experience 
of this dreadful calamity. Being invited to a 
maiquerade at the Cadet's in the Vaflili Oftrof, 
on our approach to the bridge we perceived that 
a ftormy weft wind had fwelled the river fo con- 
fiderably as to elevate the pontoons ; and the 
bridge was in danger of being carried away. 
Infiead, therefore, of repairing to the mafque- 
fade, we returned home, and waited for fome 
hours in awful expeftation of an immediate de- 
luge. Providentially, a fudden change of wind 
preferved Peterfl)urgh from the impending ca- 
taftrophe, ^nd the inhabitants from an almoft 
univerfal confternation, which recent fuflferings 
itnprefled upon theix minds. I allude to the 
flood in the month of September 1777, whofe 
effe^s are thus defcribed : f * 1^ In the evening of 

Accprdin^ to Rrpfcflpi: IJeym (Enpyclopedic des Ruffifehen^ 
Reichy) Peterfburgh was 24 verfts in circumference in 17841 and 
contained ji churched, and 3^31 houfes, Of which 1 291 wcrd^jT 
l|rick| and 2140 of wood. 

• Journ. St. Pet. Sept. 17^7. > 

the 
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tlie gth, a violent ftorm of wind blowiBg at firft 
S. W. and afterwards W. raifcd the Neva and its? 
various branches to fo gre^t a height, that at 
five in the m#ming the waters poured over their' 
hanks, and fuddenly overflowed the town, but 
. ihore particularly thcJ Vaffili Oftfof and the 
ifland of St. Peterfturgh. The torrent rofe iir 
feveral ftreets to the depth of four feet and an^ 
half; and overturned, by its rapidity, various 
buildings and bridges. About feven^ the wind 
^lifting to N. W. the flood fell as fuddenty ;> 
and at naid-day moil of the ftreets, which in th» 
morning could only he paffed in boats, became 
dry. For a fliort time the river rofe lO feet 7 
inches above its Qi'dinary level. '^ 

The divifions of Pcterfbutgh, on- each fide of 
the N^va, ^are conncded by a bridge on pon- 
toon4, which w^ ufually removed when the 
large mafles of ice driven down the: ftream from 
the Lake Ladoga *,. firft made their appearance, 
and for a few daty^, until the river waR frozen- 
Iblficiently hard to bear carriages^ ^ there was na 
communication between the oppofite p^rt^s of the 
town . The depth of the river rendcr^t it extreme- 
ly difficult to build^ a ftone l)ridge ; and if one 
ihould be conftrufted, it would probably be de- 



* This bridge was, in December 1 779, replaced for the firft time, 
and continued during thp winter; a pradice which has been fincc 
rcncured, and renders the communicaticJn more converiiehf. 

9 ftroyed 
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Uroyed by thefe vaft flioals of ice. To remedy this 
incouvenlence, a Ruffian pea&nt projefted the 
fublime plan of throwing a wooden bridge of a 
iingje arch acrofs the river, which in its narrow- 
^ft part is 980 feet in bread tL The artift has 
jexeciited a model 98 feet in length, which I ex-' 
amined with great attention, as he explained 
the proportion and mechanifm. 

The bridge is conftrufted on the fame princi- 
ple as that of SchaflThaufen, excepting that the 
mechanifm is more complicated, and the road 
not fo level. I Aall attempt to defcribe it by 
fuppofing it finifhed, as that will convey the 
beft idea of the plan. The bridge is roofed at the 
top, and enciofed at the fides : it is formed by 
four frames of timber, two on each fide, com- 
pofed of beams or tmffes, which fupport the 
whole fabric; The road is not carried over the 
top of the arch, but fufpended in the middle. . 

Feet. 
Length^of th^ abutment on the north end • • . 6cg 

Span of the arch - - - . . o^ 

Length of the abutment on the ibuth end - . - 658 
Length of the whole ftrufturc ' - - • • . 3206 

The plane of the road upon its firft afcent makes an aagle of - 

^vc degrees with the ordinary furface of the river. 
Mean level of the river to the top of the bridge in the center 168 
Ditto to the bottom of the bridge • -? -.'..... ,^ 
Height of the bridge in the center - - - 42 

Height from the bottom of the bridge in the contest to the road 7 
Height from the bottom of the bridge to t^. wate - - * ^ tif 
Heightfrom the water to the fpring of the arch - - 56 

There 
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There Is a difference of 35 feet between the to^fl 
at the fpring of the arch, and the road at the 
center; in other words, an afcfent of 35 feet in 
490, which is little more than eight-tenths of 
an inch to a foot* The bridge is broadeft to- 
ward the fides, and diminifhes towards the cen- 
ter; 

In the broadeil: part it is - - - - itA feet 
In the center or narroweft *. - - - 2^2 

The breadth of the road is - - - - 28 

• . • ■ ' „ ■: . .- - « 

The artift informed me, ihat to conftruft tjie 
bridge would require 49,650 iron nails, 12,908 
lar^e trees, 5,500 beams, and that it Av'ould coft 
is 00, 000 roubles, or j^. 60, 000. He fpeaks of this 
bold proje6l with the warmth of genius, and is 
fconvinced that it is pradicable. I muft own, 
1 ani of the fame opinion, though I hazard 
it Ayith great ditBdencci What a hbble eifeiS 
Avould be produced by a bridge fpringing acrofs 
the Neva, with an arch 980 feet wide, and^tow- 
ering 168 feet from the furface of the water ! 
The defcriptipn of fuch a bridge feems almoff . 
chimerical ; and yet, on infpe6lihg the model, we 
are reconciled to the idea. But whether the 
execution of this ftupendous work may be deem^ 
poflible or not, the model itfelf is worthy of at^ 

• The aicent of the road of the bridge at SchafFhaufen is tarely 
iw-toiths of aa wch » a foot« 

tentio% 
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tentiott, and reflefts high honour on the inven- 
tive fj^culties of untutored genius : it is fo com- 
paft, ihat it hasfupported 3540 pood, or 127,440 
pounds, without fwervii^ from its dired:ion, 
which is far more, in proportion to its (ize, than 
the bridge, if completed, would have occaiion 
to fufiain from the preflure of the carriages add- 
ed to its own weight. 

The projeftor of this plan was apprentice to a 
fliop-keeper at Nilhnei Novogorod; and, like 
the Swifs carpenter who built the bridge of 
Schaffhaufen ♦, unacquainted with the theory of 
mechanics. Oppofite to his dwelling was a 
wooden clock, which excited his curiofity ; by 
repeated examinations he comprehended the in- 
ternal ftnifture, and, without alliftance, formed 
one exaftly fimilar. His fuccefs in this eflay 
.urged him to undertake the conftruAion of me- 
tal clocks and watches. The emprefs, acquainted 
with thefe wonderfiil exertions of native genius, 
took him under her prote6tion, and fent him 
to England ; from whence, on account of his 
ignorance .of the language, he foon returned to 
. Ruflia. I law a repeating watch of his work- 
manfhip at the Academy of Sciences : it is about 

the bignefe of an egg ; in the infide is reprefent- 

« 

» *. For the account of the bridge of SchafFhaufen, ice Travels in 
SvitKcrland, Letter It 
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^•d the tomb of our Saviour, with the fione at 
•the entrance, and the centinds upon duty ; fud- 
denly the ftone is removed, the centinels fall 
down, the angels apnear, the women eater the 
fepulchre, and the chant perfotrmed on Eafter* 
jeve is heard, Thefe are trifling, although cufIous 
|2erfarmances ; but the plaji .of ^ the bridge was 
afublime conception. This perfon, whofename 
is Kulibin, bears the appearailcc of a Ruiiian pea- 
sant ; he has a long beard, and wears the com- 
mon drefs of the country ; he receives a penfion 
from the emprefs, and i^ encouraged to follow 
the bent of his mechanical genius. 

The nobleft monument- of the gratitude and 
veneration paid to Peter I. is his equeftrian 
ftatue in bronze, of coloflal iize ; it is the work 
of Falconet, th^ celebrated French ftatuary, caft 
at the expence of Catharine II. in honour of her 
great predeceflpr, whom flie reveres and imitates. 
The monarch is reprefented in the attitude of 
mounting a precipice, the .fumnut of which he 
has nearly attained. His bead is uncovered, and 
crowned with laurel ; he weats a loofe veil in the 
Afiatic. ftyle, with ' half-boots,* and fits on a 
houfing of bear-fkin : the right hand is ftretched 
^ut, as in the ad of giving benedidion to his peo- 
ple, and the left holds the reins. The defign is 
mafterly, and the ^attitude bold and fpirited. The 
flat pofition of the right hand" is deficient jn 
"\ dignity. 
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dignity, and has an unpleafing cflfefl; ; for which 
reafon, the view of the left fide 13 moft ftriking, 
where the figure b gracefiil and animated. The 
horfe is fpringing npon the hind legs, and 
the tail, which is full and flowing, appears flight- 
ly to touch a ferpent, artfully contrived to a^ft 
in fupporting the vaft weight *. The artift has, 
in this noble eflay of genius, reprefented Peter 
as tlw legiHator of his country, without allufion 
to couquefi and bloodflied ; wittly preferring his 
civil qualities to his military exploits f. The 
contrail between the compofure of Peter (though 
perhaps not charafteriftic) and the fire of the 
horie, eager to prefe forwards, is very finking* 
The fimplicity of the infcription correfponds to 
the fublimity of the defign. 



PETRO PRIMO t, 

CATHARINA SECUNDA 

1782. 



PETRU PERVOMU 
EICATHEREN A VTOR AIYA 
17S2. 



Falconet having conceived the defign of plac- 

* The height of the hepo, is eleven feet i of the horfe ^enteen; 
the bronze in the thinneft part is only three lines, but increafes 
gradiiaUy towards the hind feet of the hor^ to one inch $ the 
weigltt of the whole (exclufive of the coonterpoife of io»oo(^b.) 
Is 44»04i RuAian^ or 36^56 EagliAi pounds. 

f Falconet has ably refuted the cenfures urged again^ his fla- 
tue on this account* See his Letter to Diderot, in ** Pieces writ- 
ten by Monf. Fakoneti'* tnuokfialedby Mn Tooke, p. 47. Wheve 
thp mder will alfo find an engraving of the ilatue. 

X Ca^edae 11. to Peter I. 

VOL. II. I ing 

r 
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ing the ftatue on a huge rock * inftead of a 
pedefial, carefully examined the environs of Pe- 
terflburgh, for a detached mofe of granite, of 
magnitude correfpondent to the dimeniions of 
the pqueftrian figure ; and after confiderable re- 
fearch, he difcovered, near the village of Lachta, 
a ftupendous crag, half buried in the midft of a 
tnarfhy foreft. The expence and difficulty of 
tranfporting it were no obflacles to Catherine II : 
the morafs was drained, the foreft cleared, and a 
road four verfts in length formed from the fliore 
to the Gulf of Finland. It was fet in motion on 
large friftion-balls, and grooves of metal, by 
means of pulUes and windlaffes, worked by four 
hundred men. In this manner it was conveyed, 
with forty men feated on the top, 1 200 feet a 
day to the ihore, then embarked on a nautical 
machine f, tranfported eight verfts by water, 

and 

• " Pour m^quer a pofleritc, d'ou cet heros legiflateur etoit 
parti, et quels obftacles il avoit furmonte/'-^Defcription d'unc 
Pierre pour fervir de Piedefial, &c. in Haygold's Rufslaiid, V. IL 
•p. 211. 

t This nautical machine was conibu^^ed on the principle c^ the 
camel, which is ufed to convey (hips over the bars, both at Am- 
fterdam and St. Peteriburgh. It was hollow, and being fuak to the 
water level, the ftone was placed Upon it, the water was then 
pumped out, and it rofe and floated. The done, fupported by this 
'Tnachine> appeared like a moving mountain on the furface of the 
gulf. 

The machinery for the tranfport- off tliis ^nonaoua mafs Was 
^ . cpnftru^led 
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and landed at Peterfburgli near the fpot where it 
is now ereded. This more than Roman work wa^ 
accomplifhed in lefs than fix months ; the rock 
when landed was forty-^two feet long at the 
bafe, S6 at the top, 1 1 broad and 1 7 High, and 
weighed 1 500 tons. 

The pedeftal, however, though ftill of prodi- 
gious magnitude, is far from retaining the ori« 
ginal dimenfions ; as, in order to form a proper 
ilation for the llatue, and reprefent an afcent, 
the bulk has been much diminifhed. But I could 
not obferve without regret, that the artift had 
refined too much upon nature ; and in order to 
produce a refemblance of an abrupt precipice, 
had been too lavifli of the chiffel. Art is too 
confpituous ; and the eiFeft would have been 
more fublime had the (lone been left las much as 
poffible in its rude ftate, a vaft, unwieldy, ftu- 
pendous mafs. 

The ftatue was ere6led on the pedeflal on the 
27th of Auguft 1782, near the Admiralty,' and 
the pontoon bridge over the Neva. The cere- 
mony was performed with great folemnity, and 
accompanied with a folemn inauguration. 

conflru6led under the dire6lion of Count Caj-buri, who w;ls known 
in Ruilia under the jiame of the Chevalier Lafcaris, and the pro- 
cefs i$ defcribed in a fuperb work, ilfuftrated with engravings, un- 
der the title of <\ Monument eleve ^kgloirede Pierre le Gfimd, 

1 2 Having 
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Having pa^ feveral months in Rnilta, I fhall 
throw together feveral fefts and obfervations 
concerning the ftate of the weather, and the ef- 
feds of the cold in this fevere climate. 

Duripg our journey from Mofcow to PeterT- 
burgh, in the month of September, we found the 
weather very changeable, the autumnal rains 
being extremely frequent and heavy*. The 
momitigs and evenings were extremely cold; 
and, whenever it did not rain, we generally 6b- 

♦ In 30 days it rained 245 and the quantity of watar wbic^feU 
at St. PeteHburgh in the month of September O. S. was equal to 
2 3/5 Engliih inches in depth. 

From accurate obfervationsy during fourteen yeaw, to afcertaitt 
the quantity of rain and fiiow which fell at St Fetcrflwrgh, the le- 
fult was, that the average annual duration of fnowy and rainy 
yireather was equal to 42 times 24 hours» or fomething lefs than, the 
ninth part of the year. From a courfe of ten years* oWer?ations it 
appeared, that mxK feU during (pwe p«t ^i 103 days, and (bow 
during feme part of 725 and that if the year was divided into 
twelve parts, a fourth was fine weather, a third rain, and a fifth 
fnow. 

T|ie whole quantity. of nvia and feow water, taken togethtt*, 
which fell in the courfe of a year, was the followiug proportion : 

Xixches. 

January - - 0^979 J^tyj 

February - 0,979 Auguft 

March - - 0,801 September 

April -^ " 1,246 October 

May -** - 1,3^5 November 

June - - 3,nS December 

The average quantity of run which falls in London in the 
courfe of a year is equal to 19,241. 

^ ferved 
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ferved the grafs and trees covered with a hoar 
froft- On our arrival at Peterfturgh on the iQih 
of September, the winter was not yet fet in : in 
Oftob^, the weather, for the firft twenty days^ 
was the moft part rainy, the mercury, in Fahren* 
heit's thermometer, was feidom below freezing 
point, and moftly fluduated between 32 and 44- 

The fnow made its firft appearance in fleet 
on the 9th, and the following day came down in 
flakes and in large quantities ; on the 84th the 
mercury fuddenly funk to 25, rofe the next 
.morning above freezing point, a fudden thaw 
enfued, and all the fnow difappeared in a few 
hours. The fummer and winter are not, as in 
our climate, gradually divided by fpring and 
autumn/but feem almoft to fiicceed each othen 

On the 15th of November the Neva* was 

entirely 

* The freezing of the Neva is not attended with any peculiari- 
ties Which diiUngutih It from other rivers, tht following cir- 
ciunihmced^ which fell under mf obfervation, ^re txtnSitd frwa 
ray journal. 

Monday morning, Nov. 9. On Saturday the 7th, fmall pieces of 
ice, which came from the lake Ladoga, w^re fiift obierved floating 
With the ^tream: th^ fiwoe day in the evhiiilg the bridge of boats 
was removed, as in thefe, cafes they co1]e6t and would carry it 
away. Yefterday the pieces of ice were Inorc frequent aiid mafly ; 
to-day they are finatl floating iflands, which almoft Cover the river i 
the fides of the Neva are frozen only a few ft&et from the banks; 
all the canals are covered with ice, and people are kuting vb^h 
them. 

1 3 Nov. 
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entirely ' frozen * : foon afterwards the Gulf of 
Finland was covered with ice, and fledges be- 
gan to pafs from Peterfl^urgh to Cronftadt, the 
road being marked over, the furface by rows of 
trees. 

Even during the months of December and Ja- 



. Npv. 12 and 13. The Neva is frozen above the place where th^ 
bridge was Rationed, "by the pieces of ice which have united and 
barred the pailage s below it the flream is open for boats, which are 
tontinually pafling to and fro. 

-♦ Nov. 13. The bridge of boats lb again replaced, as there is no 
longer any danger of its being carried away by the floating maffes 
/5f icej and will continue daring the whole winter, a circumftance 
iK^ch has not happened iince the foundation of Peteribargh, 

Nov. 15. The jiver about and below the bridge is entirely 
frozen, and I iaw perfons walking acrofs it. I am informed that 
yefterday the ite was ftrong enough to bear foot paflengersj this 
will convey forae idea of the ieverity of the weather in this climate i 
as the rapid turreiyt was open on th^ ijtbyand on the ne^t.day 
was frozen. 

Table of the freezing and thawing of the Neva for five fucceifivc 
years, from, Profeffor Kraft's Obtervations : 



April, 



Nov- 



1773- 

New Style 
Old Style 



2I 
39. 



1774 
April 
May 



1 



21 

2 

18 



i?75' 



May 



22 

T 

23 



1776. 
May 



as 

1 



"23 



J777 

Ma^ 



Dec. 



23.. 
7 



201 



1 



210 



Open 2 17 days. I 200 ( 204/ 

See Nov. Ac. Pet. for 1777. P. tl. p. 73. 

' * In 1784, the Neva was not finally frozen until the night of th« 
5tl> of December, N. S. 

The thkknefs of the. ice isvfrom.24 tojS feet} the ayeiage 
abottt 28* 
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nuaiy^ the iveather was extremely changeable ; 
it ihifted in a fudden manner from a fevere froft 
to a thaw; the mercury in the thermometer 
often rofe within the courfe of twenty hours 
from 20 to 34, and funk again as rapidly in the 
fame fpace of time * . 

When 

* Although I examined the thermometer every day; yet I di4 
not attempt to form a ferles of regular obierrationsy which I now 
madi regret, I occafionally, indeed, made a few remarks which t 
fliall inlerty as I find them fcattered in my jpumal : they will tend 
to confirm the truth of what I have advanced in relation to the 
change of weather obfervable at Peterfburgh, and will ferve to con- 
tradifi thole authorS) who aflert that; at (bon as the hard froft com« 
mencesythe cold continues with uniform feverity^ and with little 
variation, during the whole ieafon. Nov. i6« To day a thaw $ the 
thermometer mounted to40: in the evening Iharp froft again; the 
mercury falling to 20^-*Noy. 25. The thennometer at 4, 5, and 6.— 
Dec; 3. It hsa] been theft few d^ky^ moftly a thaw ^d changeable. 
weathers—Dec. 6. The tliermometer fell almoft fuddenly from 33 
to 10.— Dec. II. Thermometer at -10.-— Dec. I4. A fudden thaw» 
which continued the 15th and i6th.-^Dec. 17. Therttometer.at-7. 
—Dec. i«. Thermometer at -5, and a fog at the T2to»e time^— Dec. 
19. Windy, thaw, thermometer above freezing point— Dec. 21. 
Changeable weather all this week, from fluup froft to fudden thaw. 
—Jan* I. I779< Weather very changeable, the thermometer one 
morning at ^S, the next above freezifsg pointy this winter it hat 
not^s yet been lower than -13.— -Jan. 6. Thermometer at -14.-* 
Jan. 9. Thermometer at^yl i the barometer mounted fuddenly Teryc 
high fince laft night.— Jan. 10. Early this morniag the thermome-. 
ter at -23, smdat 1 1 at -20(. Barometer at 30^. The fmoke of the 
chimnies was preifed down to the ground.— -Jan. 11. Thermometer 
at K^S, according to my own obftrvatioa, at ten in the morning t 
but earliertbe mercmy had funkto-3ii or 63} below freesingpoint* 
—Jan. 15. Thermometer, fince the nth, loie gtaduatlys on the 

I 4 ixth 
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When the froft was not feverc, namely, when 
the mercury m Fahrenheit's thermc»neter was 
not below lo, I frequently walked out in a cona-* 
mon great coat When the cold was more in* 
tenfe, I was dreffed in the manner of the na- 
tives; and wore, in my daily excurfions, v^peliffhj 
or large fur cloak, fur boots or flioes, a black 
velvet or fur bonnet, that prevented the froft 
from nipping my ears, the part which I found 
tiie moft liable to be affefted. During the 9tb, 
10th, and nth of January, the froft was nearly 
as intenfe * as it was ever felt at Peterfburgh ; 
,the mercury in the thermometer falling at one 
time to 63 below freezing point, or — 31. This 
cold, however, did'not detain me at home ; but I 
walked out, as ufual, with my pdiffh^ boots^ ai^i 
cap, and found it by no means unpleafant, the 
fun fhining with great brightnefs. A3 I tra- 
verfed the city on the morning of the lath, I 
obfcrved feveral perfons whofe faces had been 
bitten by the froft : theit cheeks had large fears, 
and appeared aS' if finged with a hot iron. As I 
was walking with an Ehglifh gcnfteman, who, 

• 

tzth in the morning it fteod t9 *T5 ; from. thence it fetT to Q> to 15^ 
ami to-day it i^ above freezing point. 

I made the fame ohiervationft daring the fecond winter which I 
|iafled at Peterfburgh, and found the. weather equalty uneertain. 

• The winter in which profefFor Brann cohgekd quickfitver, the 
cold was A> intenie, that 2>eLa(le*s Thermometer funk to 204:=«ia 
Fahrenheit *«to-^|3y or -65 below freezing point* 

1 inftead 
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infiead of a fur cap, had on a common hat, his 
ears were fuddenly frozen: he felt ho pain, and 
would not have perceived it for fome timt^ 
had not a Kuffian informed him *, and aflified 
him in rubbing the part affeded with fnow, by 
which means it was inilantly recovered* This, 
or <Ti6i]on with flannel, is the ufual remiedy ; but 
fliQuld the perfon in that ftate approach the fire, 
or dip the part in warm water, it immediately 
mortifies and drops off. 

The common people continued at work as 
ufual, and the drivers of Hedges plied in the 
ftreets, feemingly unaflfeScd by the froft; their 
beards were incrufled with clotted ice, and the 
horfes covered with ificles. Even during this 
extreme cold, the people did not add to their or- 
dinary clothing, which is at all times well cal-> 
cidated for the feverities of their climate. They 
arc careful in preferving the extremities againll 
the cold, by covering the legs, hands, and head, 
with fur. The upper garment of iheep-fkin, with 
the wool turned inwards, is tied round the waift 
with a faih ; but the neck is bare, tad the breafl 
only covered with a coarfe ihirt : thefe parts^ 
however, are well guarded by the beard. I ob-* 
ferved with much furprife, feveral women en* 



* The part frozen always turns quite white, a fymptom well 
iwown, and immeduitely focoMtd by the natives* 
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gaged in waihing upon the Neva or on the ca- 
nals. They cut holes in the ice with a hatchet, 
dipped their linen into the water with bare hands, 
and then beat it with flat (ticks. , During this 
Iteration the ice continually formed again, aild 
they were conftantly employed in clearing it 
away. Many of them pafled two hours without 
intermiffion at this work, when the thermometer 
was at 6Q below freez;ing point; a circumftance 
which proves that the human body may be 
brought to endure all extremes. 

It fometimes happens that coachmen or fer- 
vants, waiting for their mafters, are frozen 
to death. To prevent as much as poffible thcfe 
dreadful accidents, great fires of whole trees, 
piled one upon another, are kindled in the 
courtyard of the palace, and the moft frequented 
. paits of the town. As the flames blazed above 
the tops of the houfes, and caft a glare to a con- 
fiderable diflance, 1 was much amufed with con- 
templating the pi6hirefque groups of Ruffians, 
with th^ir Afiatjc drefs and long beards, aflembled 
round the fire. The centinels upon duty^ having 
no beards, which are of great ufe to proteift the 
glands of the throat, generally tie handkerchiefs 
under their chins * , and cover their ears with 
fmall cafes of flannel. 

• -The women' alio ufe this pr^qsiutionf 

Nothine: 
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Nothing can he more lively and ^diverfified 
than the winter fcenes upon the Neva; and 
fcarcely a day paffed that I did not take my 
morning walk, or drive in a fledge upon the fiver. 
Many carriages and fledges, and numfoerlefs foot 
paflengers perpetually crofling, aiFord u conftant 
fucceffion of moving ohje6ls ; the ice is alfo co- 
vered with different groups of people, difperfed 
or gathered together, and varioufly employed as 
their fancy leads them. In one part are feveral 
long areas railed for the purpofe of fcating ; a 
little further is an enclofure, where a nobleman 
is training his horfes, and teaching them tho evo- 
lutions of the^ manage. In another part the 
croud are fpeflators of a fledge race. The courfe 
is. an oblong fpace about the length of a mile, 
and fufj&ciently broad to turn thcvcarriage. It 
can hardly be denominated a race, for there is 
oply a fingle fledge drawn by two horfes, and 
the whole art of the driver confifis in making 
the fliaft-horfe trot fail, while the other is puflied 
into a gallop. 

The ice-hills afford a perpetual fund of amufe- 
men^t to the populace^ A fcaffolding is raifed 
upon the river thirty feet in height, with a land«- 
ing place on the top, to which the afcent is by 
a ladder. From this fummit a floping plain 
of boards, four yards broad and thirty long, 
fupported by ftroiig poles gradually decreafing 

in 
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in height) defcenils to the iuperficies of the ri- 
ver, and the fides are defended by a paiipet of 
planks. On thefe boards are laid fquare blocks 
of ice chipped with the axe, and fprinkled with 
water ; by which means they coalefce^ become 
finooth, and form an inclined plain of pure ice. 
At the bottom the fnow is cleared away for the 
length of £00^ yards and the breadth of four, 
and the fides of this courfe, as well as the fides 
and top of the fcaffolding, are ornamented with 
firs and pines. Each perfon, being provided 
with a fmall fledge *, mounts the ladder to the 
fummit, feats himfelf on his fledge and glides 
down the inclined plain ; when the velocity, 
acquired by the defcent, carries the fledge above 
J 00 yards on the level ice of the river. At the 
end of this courfe, is ufually a* fimilar ice-hill, 
nearly parallel to the former, which begins where 
the other ends ; thui the di verfion may be per- 
petually renewed without intermiflion. The chief 
difficulty confifls in poifmg the fledge in its 
rapid defcent down the inclined plain ; for if the 
pilot is not fteady^ but totters either through in- 
advertence or fear, he is liable to he overturned, 
and incurs no fmall rifle of breaking his bones, 
if not his neck, t have frequently flood above 
an hour at the bottom of thefe ice-hiils, obferv- 

* Somediiag like a btttcher's tray» as Dr. King juftly obferves in 
' hii ingenious pamphlet onthe^ftefts'of cold in RuiTia. 
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ing the fledges follow each other with incon* 
ceivable rapidity ; but never had fufficient cou- 
rage to try the experiment *, as one failure might 
have proved fatal. 

Boys alfo continually amufe themfelves in 
fcating down thefe hills : they glide chiefly upon 
one fcate, being better able to preferve their ba- 
lance on one leg than on two. Thefe ice-hill« 
exhibit a pleafing appearance, as well from the 
trees with which they are ornamented, as from 
the moving objefts defcendiiig without inter- 
miffion, which Richter, in his >flcetch of Mof- 

« Tioud pcrfons, or thofe unaccuftomed to this exercife, are 
occafionally accompanied by a conduftor, who direfts the fledge. 
A mode well defcribed in the « Voyage de deux Francois," ice. 

" Le traineau confifte en une petite planrtie plus longuc que 
large, et peu elevle : une fenle perfonne pent s'y tcnir, encore n*cft 
eUc point a iba aifc. Le conduaeur du traineau eft affis, les jam- 
bes ouyertea, entrc lefquelles fe pkce celui qui vent defcendre 
(chaqne courfe coiite cinq copecks) ; Tun et Tautre ont Tattentioii 
detenir Ics jambes fort elevces et le corps trcs en arricrej aiafi 
places,ct le traineau etant parfaitemcnt droit, ou le conduit au bord 
de b defcente, et on le laiffe aller : le condufteur le dirige avec le« 
mains qnll tient ccart&s du corps, et qui font garanties par dcs 
mitaines d^un cuir fort epais. La rapidit6 de la courfe eft prodi. 
gieufc, et le traineau arriv^ for le terrain plat, parcourt encort une 
affia '^de 6tendue: dans le premier moment la refpiration eft forj 
genc'c} il faut avoir Inattention de ne faire aucun mouvement d'un 
cote' ou d'un autre 5 on feroit biehtSt culbute, ce qui eft fort wdi- 
. naircmais il arrive tre? peu d'accidens, par U^m d$ battteur de 

la ch&te." 
Voyage de.deux Fran^ais au NorddeTEuropc, Tom. 3. p. 353- 

COAV. 
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COW, not unaptly compares to a.catara6l of hu- 
man figures. 

Another ftricking objeft is the market on the 
Neva. At the conclufion of the long faft which 
clofes on the 24th of December, O. S. the Ruf- 
fians lay-in their provifions for the reitiainder of 
the winter. For this piirpofe an annual market, 
which lafts three days, is held on the river near 
the fortrefs. A long ftreet, above a mile in length, 
was lined on each fide with an immenfe ftore of 
provifions, fufficient for the fupply of the capital 
during three months. 

Many thoufand carcafes of oxen, fheep, hogs, 
pigs, together with geefe, fowls, and every fpecies 
of frozen food, were expofed for fale. The larger 
quadrupeds were grouped in various circles up- 
right; their hind legs fixed in the fnow, with their 
heads and fore legs turned towards each other: 
next to them fucceeded a regular feries of animals, 
defcending gradually to the fmallefl, intermixed 
with poultry and game hanging in feftoons, and 
garnifhed with heaps of fifh, butter, and eggs. I 
foon perceived, from the profufion of partridges, 
pheafants, moor-fowl, and cocks of the wood, 
that no laws in this country prohibit the difpo- 
ifal of game. I obfcrved - alfo the truth of what 
has been frequently afTerted, that many of the 
birds, as well as feveral animals, in thefe northern 
regions, become white in winter, many hundred 

black 



C; 3. 



J^. E9XB8BtTft0H; 



127. 



black cocks being changed to that colour ; and 
fome, taken before they had completed their me- 
tamorphojisj exhibited a variegated mixture of 
black and white plumage. 

The moft diftant quarters of the empire coft^ 
tributed to fupply this vaft (lore of provifions^ 
and the fineft real was fent by land-carriage from 
Archangel, which is 830 miles from Peterfburgh ; 
yet every article of provifion is furprizing cheap : 
beef was fpld \d. the Ruffian pound ^, pork'at 
five farthings, and mutton at i ; 6f. ; a goofe for 
lod. and a pig for sd. and all other articles 
equally reafonable f. 

To render this frozen food fit for dreffing, it 
is firft thawed in cold water. Frozen meat, how- 
ever, lofes much of its flavour ; and the tables of 
perfons of condition, and thofe of the Engliih 
merchants, are fupplied with frefh-killed meat^ 
which is fi^ld from 4 ^. to 6 £/. a poimd. , 



* A Ruflian pound contains 14 ounces and a half, 
t In 1778. 
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CHAP. 4i 

Prefentation to the einprers.-^Cou]t.F-»BaIls.— »Mafqaentde^^— Pab* 
lie entertaimneats.««-Orders of knighthood.—Accoiiat of the 
palace called the Henmtage.««-JDUbibutioa of the emprefs^s 
time.— Ruifian nobility.— Their hofpitality.-^PoUtenefs.-r-Ar-' 
Icmblies.— EugliHi merchants,— Club. 

ON the firft of Oftober, in the morning, be- 
tween eleven and twelve, we attended our 
minifter, Sir James Harris * to the drawino^- 
room, impatient to behold Catherine IL It was 
fortunately the name-day, or, as we term it, the 
birth'day of the Great Duke, in honour of whom 
a moft brilliant court was affembled. At the 
entrance into the drawing-room flood two ccn* 
tinels of the guards : their uniform was a green 
coat, with a red cuff and cape, white waiftcoat 
and breeches ; thi^Jr had filver helmets faftened 
under the chin with filver clafps, and ornament- 
ed with an ample plume pf red, yellow, black, 
and white feathers. Within the drawing-room, 
at the doors of the palTage leading to the royal 
apartments, were Rationed two foldiers of the 
knights body-guard ; a corps perhaps more fump- 
tuoufly accoutred than any in Europe. They 

♦ Now Eaii of MahnAury. 
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wore cafques, like the antients, with a rich plu- 
mage of bl^ck feathers, and chains and broad 
plates of folid fdver were braided over their uni- 
forms, referablihg a fplendid coat of mail. 

la the drawing-room we fouiid a numerous 
aflfembly of fottign minifters, Ruffian nobility, 
and officers, waiting the arrival of the emprefe, 
who was attending divine fervice in the chapd 
,o£Uie palace, whither we alfo reptiired. Amid a 
p^Qpdigious concourfe of nobles, I pbferved C^- 
ihartne fianding fmgly behind a |uiling ; the 
etdy diftinftion- by which her place was marked. 
Next to her ftood the gfeat-duke and duchefs, 
and: bdiind an iiulifcrimin9.te throng of cour- 
tiers. Theemprefs repeatedly bowed, and crofled 
herfelf, according to the forms ufed in the Greek 
church, with great appearance of devotion. ;Bc- 
fore the eonclufion of the fervice we returned to 
the drawing-room, and took our ftation near the 
door, in order to b^ prefented ^t her ipajefty's 
iCntrance. 

About twelve, the chief officers of the houfe- 
hold, the miilrefs of the robes, the maids of ho* 
nour, and other ladies of the bed-chamber^ ad* 
vaiicing two by two in a long train, a^jjounced 
the , approach o( their fovereign. Her majefty 
came forward W|th a flow and folemn pace, walk- 
ing with great pomp, holding her he^4 higlj, 
and perpetually bowing to the right ai^^d left. 

yoL. II. , ' K Sh? 
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- She ftopped near the entmnce of the^ drawing- 
room, and ipoke with great affability to the 
foreign minifters, while they kiffed hei' hand. She 
thpn advanced a few fteps, and we were fingly 
prefcnted by the vice-ehjtncellor Count Ofter- 
man, and had the honour of kilfing her/majefty's 
hand. The emprefs wore, according to her ufual 
cuftom, a Ruffian drefs ; a robe ^ith a ihort train, 
and a veft with fleeves reaching to the wrift, 
like a Polonaife ; the veft was of gold brocade, 
■ and the robe of light green fitk ; her hair was 
dreffed low, arid lightly fprinkled with powder j 
^her cap ornamented with a profufion of dia- 
monds, and fhe wore much rouge. Her perfon, 
though rather below the middle fize, is majeftic, 
and her countenance, particularly when flie 
fpaak's, expreffes both dignity and fweetnefs. She 
walked flowly through the drawing-room to her 
apartment, and entered alone. The great-*duke 
and duchefs followed the femprefs to the door, 
and tten retired to their own drawing-room, 
where they had a levee; but, as we had not yet 
"been prefented to them at a private audience, we 
could not, according to the etiquette of the Ruf- 
fian court, follow them. The great^duchefs lean- 
ed upon the arm of his imperial highnefs, and 
they both inclined their heads on either fide to 
the company, as they pafled along. 

In the afternoon, at fi:x, we repaired to a ball 

at 
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at court. The private o^wdl as the ftatc apart- 
ments ©f the emprefS) are on the third ftory, and 
the whole fuite is remarkahly grand and fplen- 
did. We found the company affembled in the 
anti-chamber, who, as foon as the great-auke aiul 
duchefs made their appearance, all entered a fpa« 
cious ball-room. . 

The great'duke opened the ball by walking sl 
minuet with his confort, at the end of whidi 
he handed out a lady, and the great*duchefs a 
gentleman, with whom tliey each performed a 
fecond minuet at the fame time. They afteiw 
wards fucceffively conferred this honour in the 
fame manner upon many of the principal nobili- 
ty, while fev^al other couples were dancing mi- 
nuets in different parts of the circle : the minuets 
were fucceeded by Polifli dances, and followed 
by Englifli country-dances. When the emprefe 
entered, flje was more richly appareled than in 
the morning, and wore a imall crown of diar 

itionds. , 

On her appearance the ball was fufpended ; 
while the great-duke and duchefs, and the mo& 
confiderable perfons haliened to pay their rek- 
fpe£te to their fovereign. Catharine, having ad> 
dreffed a few words to fome of the principal nor* 
bUity, afcended an elevated feat, and the danc* 
ing being again refumed, ihe, after a fliort time, 
withdrew into an inner apartment. We, in com- 
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pany with feveral courtiers, threw ourfelves iiito 
the fuite, and formed a circle round a table^ at 
which ihe had fat down ta card$. Her party 
confifted of the Duchefs of Courland, Countefs 
^ruce, Sir James Harri!^, Prince Potemkin, Mj^r* 
flial Razomofski, Count Panin, Prince Repnin, 
and Count Ivan Tchemichef The game was 
Macao ; the pieces in circulation were imperials * ; 
and a player might win or lofe two or three hun- 
. dred pounds. 

In the courfe of the evening the great duke 
and duchefs prefented themfelves, and ftood by 
the table about a quarter of an hour, during 
which time her majefty occafionally entered into 
converfation with them. The emprefs paid little 
attention to the cards ; converfed familiarly and 
frequently with great vivacity, as well with the 
party at play, as with the perfons of rank Hand- 
ing near her. About ten Ihe retired ; and foon 

after the ball concluded. 

» 

On the 6th we had the honour of being pre- 
fented at a private audience to the great-duke 
and diichefe ; both of whoni converfed with us 
in the moft affable and condefcehding manner : 
according to the etiquette of this couit, we 
kiffed her imperial highnefs's hand. 

There is a drawing room at Court every Sun- 
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day morning, at twelve, and on other particulair 
feftivals, at which the embaifadors are ufually 
prefent, and which all foreignera who have been 
prefented, are permitted to attend. The cere* 
mony of kifling the emprefs's hand is repeated 
every court day by foreigners in the prefehce 
chamber, and by the Rufliajitin another apart" 
ment, who bend their knee on this occafion ; an 
expreffion of homage not exa6led from foreign* 
ers. No ladies, excepting thofe of the emprefs's 
hpuiholdi make their appearance at the morning 
levees. 

Every court day the great duke and duchefs 
have alfo feparate levees at their own apart- 
ments in the palace. And on particular occa^ 
fions, fuch as her own and the emprefs's birth- 
day, &c. foreigners' have the honour of kifling 
her imperial highnefs's hand. 

In the evening of a court day, there is always 
a ball at the. palace, which begins between fix 
and feven ; tiie foreign ladies kife the emprefs's 
hand, who falutes them in return on the cheek, 
Her majefty, unlefs indifpofed, generally makes 
her appearance at feven; and, if the aflem^Iy i^ 
not numerous, plays at Macao in the ball-ropm; 
the great-duke and duchefs, after dancing, fit 
down to whift. Their imperial highnelTes, after 
a fhort interval, rife, approach the emprefs's 
table, pay tlieir refpefits, and then fcturo to their 

- K 8 gamCt 
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^anie. When the ball happens to be trbuded j 
^!he emprefs forms her party in an adjoining room 
x^'hich is opeii to all petfons who have been pre* 
Tented*. . 

The richnefs and fplendour of the Ruffian 
court furpaffes defcription. It retains many 
traces of the Afiatic potnp, blended with Euro- 
peaii refinement An immenfe retinue of cour* 
tiers alwayis preceded and followed the emprefs ; 
the coftlinefs and glare of their appartl, and a 
profufion of precious ftones, created a fplendour, 
of which the magnificence of other courts gives a 
faint idejL* The court-drefs of the men is in the 
French fatiliibn: that of the ladies is a gown and 
petticoat, with a fmall hoop ; the gown has long 
hanging-fleeves and a fliort train, and is of a dif- 
ferent coloiir from the petticoat. The ladies 
wore, according to the fafhion of the winter of 
1 778 at Paris and London, lofty head-drefles, and 
were not ifparitig in the ufe of rougie. Amid^the 
fi^mptuous articles which diftinguifli the Ruffian 
nobility, none perhaps is more calculatied to ftrike 
a foreigner than the profulion of diamonds and 
other precious ftones, which fparkle in every part 
of the drefs. In moft other European countries 
thefe coftly ornaments ai*e principally appropri- 
ated t^) the ladies ; but here the men vie with 
the fair fex in the ufe of them. Many of the no- 
bility were almoft covered with diamonds ; their 
'7 buttons^ 
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biittoi>s/ bu^klqs, bUto.of fword% and epaulets^r 
w^e iietiit^ith disMiiondsi, ^^leir hats wjere frequent* 
ly ^broidered, ^f I may nfc thpexprcffum, with, 
fevdral rows/ and a dianoond-fiaF oa ^e coat wa$ 
^Darcely a difti^i^ion. This paij^on for jewels^ 
feems to pervade the lower ranks of people; for 
even private f^n^^ds abound with the^ix ; a^d the 
wife of a Ruffian . burgher . will appea^ with ja^ 
head-drefs or girdle, of pearls, and oth^r precious^ 
ftones, of the value of two or three hundied 
pounds. ^ 

On days of high ceremony, the emprefs ge;* 
ner^Uy wiearsa crown of diamonds, aiul appears 
with the ribbands of the order of SL Andrew 
aitd St' Geprge, both tlirown over ;*the fam^ 
fliouldcr, with the collars and the two ftjiirs em**' 
blazoned upon her ve(l« 

On certain amxiverfaries the emprefs dines in 
pibUcj.two of thefe days occurred during oujr 
ftay ^t Peteriljurgh. The 9d of Dcceiiiber be* 
ing thcfeaft of tbf Ifniailof regiment of guards^ 
h^f majefty, who^ as fovereign, is colonel of the 
corps, gave, according to annual cuftom, a grand 
entertainment to the officers. She was dreffed 
in the uuiform of the regiment, which js green 
trimniqd with gQld lace, raade in the form 
of a lady's riding habit. The officers 'having 
kiffipd her hand, a falver with wine was brought 
i^ by one of the lords iii waiting, and the em-j 
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ptefh pf dented a glafs to each ofticct, ti^ho, afUt* 
d low bbeifance, drank it off; ^ At the conclufion 
df this ceremony her Tnaje% led the way, at one 
o'clock, injtd aii adjoining apartment, in which a 
fiiniptuous dinset was Ipread : flie took her place 
ih the middle-of the tabl6 ; and the officers were 
tanged on each fide according to their refpeftive 
tanks. The etnprefs helped the fdup; and dur- 
ing the whole repaft, which lafted an hour, paid 
great attention to her guefts* ' 

On a fubfequent occafion we attended an en- 
Kl'tainment gii^en to the kiiights of the order of 
St. Andrew. The empf eft wore a robe of greeil 
Velvet, lined and faced with ermine, and a dia- 
nibnd collar of the ordfer* The drefs of the 
knights is fplendid, but gaudy aiid inelegant : 
they are habited in a green velvet robe, lined 
iv'ith filver^ broeade, a cojit of filver brocade, 
Waiftcoat and breeches of gold fluff, red filk 
(lockings, a hat A la Henry IF. ornamented with 
a plume of feathers, and interfperfed with dia- 
monds* This order * being the moil honourable 

m 

* the order of St. Andrew, or the Slue Ribband, the firft tvet 
known in this country, was inftituted by Peter 1. in the year l6y^* 
'ft)on after his return from hb firft expedition into foreign countries*- 
V/^ber's Ver, Ruff. Part lit p. 38. l6j. 

That of 6t, Alexander Nevfki, or the Red Ribband, was founded 
^y the iame fovereign, but never conferred until the reign of Ca^ 
tiurine I. in lyU^k 
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in Ruffia, is confined to a few perfons of the firft 
rank and con&quence; and only twelve fat ddWtf 

The order of St. Anl^e of HolAein iA«t inttihited, in 1735, ^ 
Charl^ Frederick duke of Holdein, in memory of hlg' wife Ann^ 
daughter of Peter the Greats ard introduced into Ruffia by her kia. 
Feter III. ' It i» in the difpo&i of the |;reat duke as fovereign of 
Holftein. The kAigbts wear a red ribband bordered with ye !h>w« 

The military order of St. George, called alfo the orAr of Merit* 
and which ha^the precedence over that of St. Anne, was created bj 
the present emprefs in 1769. It is appropriated to perfbns fervin^ 
by land or by fea, and, excepting the fmaU crofsof the fourth clafa^ 
never bellowed in time of peace* The knights wear a ribband with 
black and orange ftripes* 

This order is divided intp four cMei : The knights Of the firft; 
clafsy called the Great Crofs, wear the ribband over the right lho»l<» 
der;, and the ftar upon the left fide. Each receives an annual fiilaiy 
of 700 roubles s ^. 1 40. The knights of the fecond clafs wear th^ 
ftar upon their left brea^r, the ribband with the crofs pendent roiln4 
jtbeir neck. Sach receives 400 roubles =» iC^So fit am. The 
knights of the third clafs wear the fmall crol's pendent round their 
Heck. Each receives 200 roubles, or ^.40 per ann* This clafs ad-* 
jnits 50, The knights of the fourth clafs wear the fmall crofs 
faftened by a ribband to the button -hole like the French Croix de 
St. Louis. £^ch receives 100 roubles, or ^.zo per ite«* The funj 
of this order, ailigned by the emprefs for the payment of their fala- 
Vies and other expences, is 40,000 roubles = £>%jOOO per am. Of 
this 1,680 is deflined for the firfl clafs; and 2,ooo for each of the 
tcmainihg three. The number of knights is unlimited. In 1778 
the iirf^ clafs, which is confined to commanders in chief, contained 
only foOf ; namely, marihai Roman^of^ for his viftories over the 
Turks 5 Count Alexey Orlof, fo^r burning the Turkiih fleet at 
Tchcfmej Count Panin, for the taking of Bendery and PrincfeDoK 
gorucki,for his conquefts in the Crimea. The fecond clafs com* 
prized only eight knights: the third 48 j and the fourth ^37. No 
^erioo ^aaobtain.this order without having performed fome gallant 

expl^t^ 
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tt the imperial tables : Prince Potcmkin, iPrince 
Oriof, Marijial Galitzin, Counts Alex^y Orlof, 
Panih, Razomofski, Ivan Tchernichef, Vbron- 
2of, Alexander and Leon Narifkin, Munic, and 
Betfkoi. Before dinner, the empfefs prefented 
^ *ach knight with a glafs of wine; at table fhe 
vas difiinguiihed by a chair orns^inented with th<? 
arms of RufFia; and prefided with her ufual 
dignity and cbndefcenfion. The foreign itii- 

exploit, or ha^ng ferved with credit in thejank of oificeir 2 J yearf 
hy Uuidy or 1 8 by fea. See Ukafe ueber die Stift^ng de St. Georg's- 
Ordens, in Schmidts Beytrage. 

The order of St. Catharine, appropriated to the ladies, mras infti- 
t^tedin 1714 by Peter, in honour of his wife" Catharine. Th€ 
inotto of " Love and fidelity*' was intended to commemorate the 
difplay of thofe virtufes in her behaviour on tshte banks of the Prath« 
This order is extremely honourable, as, befides the emprefs, the 
jgreat-duchefs, and a -few foreign princeffes, onlyfive Ruffian ladki 
l^ere decorated with it. 

The firftand moft diftinguifhed of thefe feveral orders is the or- * 
3er of St. Andrew, which, befide the fovereign princes and foreign- 
ers, comprized, in 1778, 26»Ruflians; that of St. Alexander Nevlki 
I09; and that of St. Anne 208.' The emprefs may alfobe (aid to 
jiave the difpoial of thcPolifli orders of the White Eagle and of St. 
itaniflaus. 

, Catharine founded, on the 4th of Oftober, 1782, a new order^ 
tailed St, Vlodimir, in favour of thofe who ferve in civil- employ <r 
}nents; and it is nearly on the fame footing as that of St. George 
Tf/ith refpcft to the falaries annexed to the different claflfes. Thete 
^etobe ten great croffes, twenty of the fecond clafs, thirty of the 
Ihird, and Cxty of the fourth, befide a fifth for thofe who haye 
ieryed 35 years, which gives them a right to wear it. , 

nifters 
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sifters and a fplendid train of? courtiers flood fpec* 
tators of the entertainment, and feveral were oc- 
cafionally noticed by the emprefs. 

Two or three times in the winter there are 
mafquerades at court, to* which perfons of all 
ranks are admitted. At one of thefe entertain-* 
ihents which "^t attended, eight thoufand tickets 
were diftributed ; and a magnificent fuite of 
twenty apartments, handfomely illuminated, was' 
opened on this occafion. One of thefe, a large 
oblong toorti, the fame in which the common 
balls at court are held, had a fpace in the mid- 
dle enclofed with a low railing, appropriated to 
the nobility who danced. An elegant faloon of 
an oval form, called the great-hall of Apollo, 
nearly as fpacioiis^ as i:he rotunda at Ranelagh, but 
Iv^ithout fupport in the middle, was allotted for 
the dances bf the burghers, and other perfonsj 
who ' had not been prefented. The remaining 
rooms, in which tea and other refrelhments were 
ferved, were filled with card-tables, andcrouded 
with perfons continually paffing and repafling. 
The company either retained theif mafks, or took 
them oiF at their pleafure. The nobles in general 
wore dominos ; the natives of inferior rank ap- 
peared in their own provincial clothes, perhaps 
embellifhed with occafional ornaments. An ex- 
hibition of the feveral dreffes adually ufed by 
the different inhabitants of the .Ruffian empire, 

afforded 
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afforded a greater variety of motley figures^ than 
the wildeft fancy ever invented in the mafque* 
rades of other countries. Several merchants 
wives were decked with large quantities of va- 
luable pearls, many of which were fplit inlialves 
for the purpofeof making more fliow. 

At feven the emprefs made her appearance at 
the head of a fuperb quadrille^ confifting of eight 
ladies led by as many gentlemen. Her .majefty 
and the ladies of the fele<9; band were fumptu- 
pufly appareled in Greek habits, and the gen- 
tlemen were accoutred in the Roman military 
garb, their helmets richly ftudded with dia- 
monds; among the ladies I diftinguiflied the 
Puchefs of Courland, Princefs Repnin, and 
Countefs Bruce ; among the gentlemen. Prince 
Potemkin, Marfhal Ra^omofski, and Count Ivan 
Tchernichef. The emprefs led the way, leaning 
upon the ^rm of Maiihal Ra2;omofski, and,- paf- 
fing in great ftate through the feveral apart- 
ments, walked two or three times round the hall 
of Apollo, and then fat down to cards in an ad- 
joiidng faloon ; the company flocked thither in- 
V crouds without diftin6lio|i, and arranged them-i 
felves round the table at a refpe£lful diflance. 
Jfae emprefs withdrew as iifual before eleven, 

A f^parate edifice called the Hermitage, com- 
municates with the palace by means of a covered 
g-iiller^. It takes this appellation b^caufe it isi 

. % ; • the 
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the fcene of imperial retirement; but bears 
no refemblance to a hermitage; the apart- 
ments being extremely fpacious, and decorated 
in a ftyle of regal magnificence. To this fa* 
vourite fpot the emprefs ufually repairs an hour 
or two every day, and on a Thurfday evening 
gives a private ball and.fupper to the principal 
perfons who form Ijer court; embaffadors and 
foreigners being feldom invited. At this enter- 
tainment all ceremony is baniflied, as fan as is 
confident ^ with the refpeft due to a great fo ve- 
reign. The attendants of fervants being ex- 
cluded, the fupper and various refrefliments are 
prefe^ted on fmall tables, which rife and fall, 
through trap-doors. Many direftions for the 
regulation of this feleft fociety are difpofed in 
the various apartments ; and their general ten- 
dency was to encourage freedom, banifli eti- 
quette, and invite the moft unrefl;rained eafe. 
One written in the French language I compre- 
hended, 4nd retained. " Affiyez vous pit vou^ 
" voulezy et qmnd il vous plaira^Jans quon It 
" repete millefois * ." 

A winter and fummer garden, comprifed within 
the fite of the building, are Angular curiofities, 
and fuch as do not, perhaps, occur in any other 
palace in Europe. The iummer garden, in the 

• &t down where you chufe and when you j^leaft, withcjut i(« 
h^ing repeated to jou a thouiknd times. . 

trud 



14^ TRAVELS IN EUS8 I A. B. 4. 

trae Afiatic ftyle, occupies the whole level roof 
of the edifice: but at this feafon of the year was 
hurled under the fnow. The winter-garden , is 
ipofed and furrounded with glafs frames ; it is 
a high and fpacious hot-houfe, laid put in gra- 
vel walks, ornamented with parterres of flowers, 
orange trees, arid other flirubs, and peopled with 
feveral birds of fundry forts and various climates, 
which flitted from tree to tree. The whole ex- 
hibited a pleafing efFed, and was more delightful 
as being contrafted with the dreary feafon of the 
year. 

A magnificent range of buildings has been re- 
cently added to the imperial palace ; it joins the 
Hermitage, and is fo extenfive that it may be 
called another, palace. A fuperb fuite of apart- 
ments, chiefly occupied by the emprefs, contains 
the cabinet of pifhxres, principally compofed of 
the following coUeftions : 

1 • The celebrated coUeftion of Crozat, at Pa- 
ris, which vied with that of the duke of Orleans; 
it confifted of more than 37<X pieces, including 
various flcetches. 

2. The fmall but well chofen coUeAion of coun- 
felloi' Tronchin, of Geneva ; in which may be no- 
ticed feveial by Teniers; and a Chrift bearing 
the crofs, by Ludovico C^racci, half length, of 
the natural fize ; the -countenance expreflive of 
that n^eek dignity by which the founder of the 

Bolognefe 
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Bolognefe fchooV peculiarly charaderifed the Sa- 
viour of mdtikind. 

s. The colle6lion of count Bruhl^ remarkable 
for twfelve Woverman'^ ; a Holy Family, by Wat- 
teau ; an Ecce HomoJ by Caravagio ; a painter 
who fucceeded in delineating fimple nature and 
low life; but was extremely deficient in treating 
dignified fubjefts. 

4- Part of the colle6lion of the chevalier 
B^rdouin, purchafed at Paris ; the poffeflbf re- 
ferving to himfelf feveral landfcapes by the 
Dutch mafters, and Vemet. Among the pic- 
tures which came to the emprefs, I obferved fome, 
excellent paintings by Rubens and Vandyke, 
particularly an incftimable head df Henry the 
Fourth, by Rubens, a Study after Nature, for the 
Luxemburgh gallery, greatly expreffive of that 
vivacity and bon^hommie which charaftcrifed that 
iamiable monarch; two, by Ferdinand Bol; feve- 
ral, by Rembrandt, tv( his ftrong but uncouth 
manner, and two lovely groupes of children's 
heads, in the characters of angeU, by the ini- 
mitable Corregio. 

5. The coUedion of Houghton-houfe, the lo^ 
of which all lovers of the arts muft fincerely re- 
gret, and upon which I need not enlarge, as the 
piftures are well known, from the catalogue pub- 
liihed. by Horace Walpole, and from the en- 
gravings by BoydeL 

6 A 
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6. A collcftion from Veaice, containing feve- 
ral, by pld Palma, Titian, Paul Veronefe^ and the 
Baffana ; many of which are^ perhaps, not ori* 
ginals. ^ 

Of the Roman fchool the emprefs poH^iTes 
threecapitalpi6i;ures,by Raphael, which belonged 
to the cabinet of Crozat : a Holy Family, in .that 
great mafter> heft manner, and in the higheft pre^ 
fervation; a Portrait of Cardinal Pole, alfo in 
his beft manner ; and a St. George, of which there 
is an engraving by Vofterman. I muft not omit 
an old and excellent copy of the School of 
Atliens, of which the original frefco painting iu 
. the Vatican, for compofition, correftnefs of der 
fign, and juft delineation of chara6ler, i& unri*^ 
vailed. 

Several fine landscapes by Claude Lorraine, 
the painter of nature, and two by Gaipar Pouffin, 
in which that poetical painter, fo remarkable for 
his pi6lurefque pencil, has delineated towers and 
battlements, 

« BofomM highitt tufted tree* j*' 

And realizes the beautiful imagery in the Penfc* 
tofo of Milton : 

<* And when the fuQ begins to^inp 

)iis flaming beams, ir.e, goddefs, brin? 

To arched walks of twilight groves, 

And fhadows brown that Sylvan lovet 

Of pine» or monumental oak» v 

Where the rude axe with heaved ftrokc 

Was never heard the nymphs todaunt| 

Or fright them Irom ^ir ballow'd hauat»** 

By 
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By Salvator Rofa, the well-known piflure of the 
Prodigal Son, from the Houghton coUedion, De- 
mocritus and Protagoras, not lefs celebrated, and 
feveral fine landfcapes. 

Of the Bolognefe fchool, 'two Guercinos, and 
feveral invaluable pieces by Guido. ' Befides the 
celebrated pi61ure of the doftars confulting on. 
the immaculate conception of tlie Virgin IMary, 
from the Houghton colleftion, I, could not fuf- 
ficiently admire that delightful painting, known 
by the name of Lcs Coufeufes, from the Crozat 
coUeftion. This charming picture reprefents an 
aged governefs fuperintending feveral young 
women at work, who are models of perfect beauty, 

• 

unaffected grace, and ferene innocence. Thcle 
two paintings are fufficient to exculpate Guido 
from the cenfures of thofe connoifl'elirs, who, 
judging haftily from a few fpecimens, indifcri- 
minately accufe him of always facrificing tpo 
much to the graces, ?.nd of introducing affeded 
attitudes. 

The cabinet contains alfo a few pi6lures by 
Battoni and IVIengs, with whom the genius of 
the Roman fchool feems to have expired. Of 
Battoni, Thetis approaching CharO'n with her 
infant Achilles afleep is not without merit. 

Three piftures by Mengs deferve notice ; Per- 
feus and Andromeda, in which the paintfer has 
erred againft cojiume^ by reprefcntiiig the hero 

VOL, II. . L naked, 
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naked, and Andromedarhalf clothed. The Judg-. 
ment of Paris, a fine pifture, and St, John preach* 
ing in the wildemefs, a fingle figure ; the air and 
motion are dignified. 

The ordinary diftribution of the empfefs's time 
at Peterfburgh, as it concerns fo great a princefs, 
cannot be unaaceptable to the reader. * 

Catherine ufually rifes ut fix, and is. engaged 
till eight or nine in public bufinefs with her fet 
cretary. At ten flie generally begins her toilet ; 
and while her hair is dreffing, the minifters of 
ftate, and aid-de-camps in waiting, receive their 
orders, Being drefled about eleven, ftie fends 
for her grand-rchildren the youijg princes Alex- 
ander and Confl:antine, or yifits them in their 
own apartment. Before dinner flie receives the 
great-duke and du chefs, and fits down to table 
ratlier before one. She has always company at 

' dinner, ufually nine perfons, confiiling of the 
generals .and lords in waiting, a lady of the bed? 

• chamber, a maid of honour, and two or three of 
the Ruffian nobles, whom fhe invites. Their im- 
perial highneffes dine with her three times in the 
week, on which days the party is increafed to 
eighteen. The lord of the bed-chamber in wait^ 
jng, who fits oppofite to the emprefs, carves one 
dilh and prefents it to her; a ceremony, which, 
having once politely accepted, flie afterwards dif^ 
penfes with. Her majefty is remarkably tempe- 
rate, 



rate, and is feldom at table more than an Hour* 
From thence ihe retires to her own apartment, 
and at thiree frequently repaiirs to her libraiy in 
the Hermitage. At five fhe vifits the theatre *j 
or a private concert ; and, when there is no court 
in the evening, has a fmall party at cards. Sbo 
feldom fup3 ; generally retires at half-paft ten, 
and is ufuully in bed before eleven f , 

The 



* An Italiaii opera, a company of Rufllao and another of French 
players wene, in 1778, maintained at her majefty's expence, at which 
the fpeftators were admitted gratis. 

f^ Catherine was as fortunate in her death as fhe was in her life, 
having reached her fixty-ninth year, and die thirty-fixth of her 
reign, without expefiencing the infirmities of age. A few days 
before her demife (he complained Aightly of an octoiional giddinefs ^ 
her phyfician recommended bleeding} fhe replied, I will refervc 
that remedy for a ferious illnefsr 

In the evening which preceded het death, (he was unufuaUy cheer* 
ful, fkpt well, rof9 early as ufual, drank coffee, wrote till half pafi 
nine, and fent a note to prince ZubofF, ordering him to- bring b% 
BOon the fobddiary treaty with Great Britain againi^ France, for 
her iignature* The meffenger on retuminp^, did not find the em- 
prefs either in her cabinet, or in any of the apartments. 

After waiting fome time, he t>pei^ed the door which led from her 
apartments to that of the bedcliamber-womafT, and found the em- 
prefs half leaning with her head aq.d back againft the wall, near the 
water clofet, and quite f[5eechlers. She had not made the leaft ex< 
clamation, for the door of one of the apartments occupied by her 
female attendants was open, and the lady who was warming h^r- 
felt by the fire, heard nothing. 

The emprefs was immediately blooded and^bliftered, but conti* 
j\ued fpeechlefs, though breathing, for twcnty-fo\4r. hour^ ^nd ex- 
pired file next morning. v 

X^ An 
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The great-duke is extremely fond of the ma- 
nage ; arid, two or three times in the week, takes 
the: diverfion of a tournament, which is thus 
defcribeid in my friehd Colonel Floyd's Journal : 
*^ Count Orlof having obtained the great-duke's 
permiflion for me to attend the manage of the 
court, I went this morning to fee a^toumament. 
His imperial highnefs and eleven of his nobles, 
dreffed in uniforms of bttfF and gold, and armed 
with lances, fwords, and piftols, were aifembled 
by nine o'clock, although it was yet dufk. The 
great- duke 3rew them up by pairs ; and on the 
found of the triumpet, himfelf and the knights 
mounted their horfes, and retired in due order 
without the rails. Two rings were fufpended on 
oppofite fides of the walls on each fide of the ma- 
nage ; at each corner was a moor's head of pafte-' 
board, or an apple fixed upon a pole, and between 
them two heads with a fquib in the mouths. Thefe 
.wereall placed upon ftands almoft as high as aman 

An cjcprefs being fept by the firft minifter prince Befborodko, 
the grcat-duke came from Gatchina about nine in the evening, 
ar^d fuccecded with great tranquillity. In a few hours the impe- 
rial palace exhibited a wonderful metamorphofis, and was tranf- 
formed from an elegant and magni^cent place of refidence to the 
appearance of a garrifonj numerous centinels were ilationed at 
all the avenues, and in all the paflages, and " the new fovereign, 
with the officers of his houfehold and his fervants, appeared in jack;- 
boots and kevenhuller hats. * , 

m 
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on horfebackj and at fome paces from the wall j 
at each end Ayas alfo an helmet of pafteboard 
raifed upon a (land about a foot from the ground, 
and about four froiii the wall. The twd judges^ 
with lord Herbert and myfelf, who were the 
only fpeftatofs, took our ftation on the outfide 
of the rail • Upon a fecond fignal from the trum- 
pet, two knights entered at oppofite ends of the 
manage. A band of mufic played a quick air ; 
while each knight, galloping his horfe to the 
right, and making a volt, fainted with their lances 
at the fame time ; then, continuing their cotirfe 
round the manage, each ran with his lance, firft 
at the rings fufpended from the walls, ^and next 
at the moor's heads ; after which they delivered 
their lances^ as they went on, to their fervants 
on foot. The knights then drew their piilols^ 
and each making a fecond Volt round the other 
heads, difcharged them in order to fet fire to the 
fquib ; then, purfuing their courfe round the ma- 
nage, drew their fwords, and making a third volt 
round the apple, endeavoured to ftrike it to the 
ground. They finiihed their career by (looping 
down, and, as they galloped by, thrufting their 
fwords through the helmets ; then poifing them 
in the air, they met in the middle, and riding . 
towards the judge, fainted him, related the at- 
tempts in which they had fucceeded, and demand- 
ed their prizes : the prize was about four ihillings 

L 3 for 
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for each atchievemetit, and an equal fine wad 
paid for every failure. The whole was performed 
on a continued gallop, and always to the right. 
In running at .the ring, the head, or the lielmet ; 
it is efteemed honoumble to put the horfe into 
full career, which increafes the difficulty. The 
judge having bellowed the rewards, or taken the 
forfeits, ordered the two knights to retire. The 
trumpets again founding, two others made their 
appearance, and performed the fame manoeuvres. 
This exercife was repeated twice by each pair of 
knights. The w^hole troop then entered at the 
fame time, marched, charged, fomaed, (IreV and 
returned their fvvords, and difmounted by word 
of command from the great-duke. At tlie con- 
clufion they adjourned to the fire ; chocolate w^s 
brought in ; and, after a fliort converfation, the 
great-duke bowed and retired." 

The nobles of Peterlburgh are no iefs than 
thofe of Mofcow diftinguiflied ,for hofpitaiity 
to foreignei^. We were no fooner prefented 
to a perfon of rank and fortune, than we were 
regarded as domeftic vifitants. Many of the 
nobility keep an open table, to which the firft in- 
vitation was confidered as a ftanding paffport d£ 
admiffion. * The only form neceffary on this oc- 
. cafion, was to make inquiry in the morning if the 
matter of the houfe dined at home ; and if he did, 
we prdented ourfelves at his table without fur- 

ther 
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ther ceremony. The oftner we appeared at thefe 
hospitable hoards, the more acceptable guefts we 
were efteemed, and we always feemed to confer, 
inflead of receiving a favour. 

The tables are ferved with great profufion and 
tafte. Though the Ruffians have adopted the 
delicacies of French cookery ; yet they neither . 
affed; to defpife their native diihes, nor fqu^am- 
iflily rejeft the folid joints which charafterize 
an Englifli repaft. The plaineft, as well as tlie 
choiceft viands, are coUeAed from the moft dif-. 
tant quarters : 1 have frequently feen at the 
fame table fterlet from the .Volga, veal from 
Archangel, mutton from Aftrachan, beef from the 
Ukraine, and pheafants from Hungary and Bohe- 
mia. The common wines are claret, Burgundy, 
and Champagne ; and I never tafted Englifli beer 
and porter in greater perfeQ;ion and abundance. 
Before dinner, even in the houfes of perfons of 
the firft diftinaion, a fmall table is fpread in a 
corner of the drawing room, covered with plates 
of caviare*, dried and pickled herrings, fmoked 
ham or tongue, bread, butter, and cheefe, toge- 
ther with bottles of different liqueurs ; and few 
of the company of either fex omitted a prelude 
of this kind to the main entertainment. This 
praaice has induced many travellers to relate, 
that the Ruffians fwallow bowls of brandy before 
dinner. What are the uiageii of the vulgar 119. 

1,4 this 
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this particular I cannot determine; 'but among 
the nobility J never obferved thele^^ft violatioji 
of cxtreriie fobriety; and this ciiftom of taking 
li(|uor before dinner, confidering the extreme 
fmaUnefs of the glaffes, is an innocent refrefli- 
ment, and will not convey the fainteft idea of 
excefs. Indeed, .the Ruffians in nowife differ 
from the French in this inftance ; than in tafting 
a glafs of liqueur before their repaft, which the 
French defer till after dinner. The ufual hour 
of dining is at three ; and the entertainments are 
moftly regulated according to the French cere- 
monial ; the wine is circulated during meals, and 
the diilies are no fooner removed than the com- 
pan)^ retire into another room, and are ferved with 
coffee. Nor do the gentlemen, as in England, 
continue wedded to the bottle while the ladies 
withdraw into a feparate apartment* 

Several of the nobility alfo receive company 
every evening in the mod cafy manner : the par- 
ties vifually meet at feven; fome fit down to 
whift, macao, loo, and other games : fome~ coA- 
yerfe, others dance. Amid the tefrefhments tea 
is handed round no lefs frequently than in Eng- 
land. At ten fupper is brought in, and the 
.party generally break up between eleven and 
twelyc/ It is no exaggeration to fay, that, dur- 
ing our continuance in this city, not one evening 
.paffed but we had it in our power to attend an 
' ./ ... aifembly 
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affembly of this fort ; and had we always fre- 
quented the fame, we fliould always have found* 
the greateft cordiality of reception. From thefe 
circumftances, perhaps no metropolis in Europe, 
ex^cepting Vienna, is rendered more agreeable to 
foreigners than Peterlburgh. 

The houfes of the nobility are furnifhed with 
great elegance ; and the fuite of apartments in 
which they receive company is uncommonly 
fplendid. They are fitted up in the ftyle of 
London and Paris, and the new fashions make 
their appearance as foon as in thofe two capitals. 

Having, on a former occafion, defcribed the 
modes of falutation praftifed by thepeafants and 
common people; I fliall here mention thofe 
which I obferved in ufc among perfons of higher 
rank. The gentlemen bow very low, .and the 
ladies incline their heads inftead of curtfying. 
Sometimes the gentlemen kifs the ladies hands as 
a mark of refpeft, which is ufual in many coun-' 
tries : if the parties are well acquainted, or of 
equal condition, or if the lady means to pay a 
compliment; flie falutes his cheek while he is 
killing her hand. Frequently, while flie ftoops 
to touch his cheek, he takes that opportunity of 
faluting her. I have often obferved this ceremo- 
ny performed and repeated, as well in the draw- 
ing-room at touit, as at the different affemblics. 
If the gentleman is a perfon of high rank, the 

. lady 
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lady offers firft to kifs his hand, which he pre* 
vents by faluting her che^k. The men, and par 
ticularly relations, exchange falutes in this man*' 
ncr ; each kiffing the otlier's hand at the fame 
inftant,.and afterwards their cheeks. 

The Ruffians, in the ufual mode of addrefs^ 
never pi'efix any title or appellation of refpefl; to 
their names ; but perfons of all ranks, even thofc 
of the firft diftinftion, call each other by theif 
chriftian names, to which they add a patronymic. 
Thefe patronymics are formed in fome cafes by 
adding Vitch * to the chriftian name of the fa-^ 
ther, in others by Of or Ef ; the former applied 
ohly to perfons of condition, the latter to thofe 
of inferior rank. Thus, 

The female patronymic is £fna or Ofjoa, as Sq 
phia Alexefna, or Sophia the daughter of Alt?i^ ; 
Maria Ivanofiia, er Maria the daughter of Ivan. 

Great families are aifo in general diftinguiihed 
by a furname, as tJbofe of Romsmof, Galitzin, 
and Sheremetof. . 

Travellers who have experienced the great po- 
litenefs and tafte, which diftinguiili the Ruffian 
nobility, both in their enitertuinmeirt* aad affi^m- 

• Vitch is the iamc as our Fitz, as Fitzhcrbert, or the fon of 
Herbert« 

blies, 
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biies, muft be furprized to find, that fcarcely 
fixty years ago Peter the Great * thought it ne* 
ceffary to eftablifli the following regulations by 
authority. 

Regulations for affcmblies at Peteriburg in 1 719» 

•* AiTembly it a French term, which cannot be rendcrld in Ruf-» 
fian in one word : It figni^s a number of peribnt meetiii; toge* 
ther, either for diyerfion, or to talk about their own affairs. Friends 
may fee each other on that occafion to confer together on bufinefs 
or other fubjedls, to enquire after domeftic and foreign news, and 
fo to pafs their time. After what manner we will have thofe af- 
iemblies kept, may be learned from what follows: 

" I. The perfon, at whofe honfe the afiembly is to be in the 
evening, is to hang out a bill br other %n, to give notice to all* 
perfons of dither fex.^— 2. The aflembly (hall not begin iboner than 
four or five in the afternoon, nor continue later than ten at night.-— 
3. The mafter of the houfe is not obliged to go and meet his guefls, 
to condufl them out, or to entertain them ; but though himfelf is 
exempt from waiting on them> he ought to find chairs, candles, 
drink, and aU the necedaries afked for, as alfb to provide for 
all forts of gaming, and what belongs thereto.— ^4. No certain 
hour is fixed for any ^ody^s coming or going $ it is fufHcient if one 
makes his appearance in the aflembly. ^5. It is left to every one^s 
liberty to fit, walk, or play, juit a9 he likes ; nor*fhali any body 
hinder him, or tike exception at what he does, on pain of emptying 
the Great Eagle (a bowl filled with wine or brandy). As for the 
ref^y it is enough to f^ute at coming and going. — 6. Perfons of 
rank, as, for inftance, ^oblemen, fuperior officers, like wife merchants 
ofnote,andhead-maflers, (by which are underflood fliip-buDders), 
perfons employed in the Chancery,* and their wives and children, 
ihall have liberty of fi^qiienting the afTemblies. — 7. A particular 
place fhall be affigned to the footmen (thofe of the houfe excepted), 
that there may be fufficient room in the apartments defigned for 
the afTembly." 

• Pcrry% Sute of RufTia, vol. I. p. 1$$. 

The. 
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The Englifli merchants live in a fecial and 
even fplendid manner. Befides conftant meet-' 
ings at their refpeftive houfes ; they have, once a 
fortnight, a regular aflembly, to which they ob- 
ligingly invite all their countrymen who happen 
to be at Peterfburo-h, and occafionallv fome Ruf- 
ijan ladies. There is a ball, cards, and fupper : 
twelve or fourteen couple ufually dance at thefe 
' meetings, which are perfeftly cheerful and agree- 
able. 

A traveller who frequents the houfes of the 
Ruffian nobility will be ftruck with the variety 
of comptexions and faces which are obfervable 
among the retainers and fervants '; Ruffians, Fins, 
Laplanders, Georgians, Circaffians, Poles, Tar- 
tars, and Calmucs. ' He will be no left furprifcd 
on being informed, that 'many of the fervants, 
who belong to the Englifli and other foreigners, 
are Mahometans, of whom numerous colonies 
are ftill refident in this vaft empire* 
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. ' CHAP. 5, 

.Fortrcfs of Pieteiiburgh.— Cathedral of St. Peter ai)d Fkttl.— Tomb 
of Peter the Great, and the fucceeding fovercigns.— .Mint — Hif- 
tory of the boat called The Little Grandfirc, which gave rife to 
the Ruflian navy on the Black Sea. ' ' ^ 

•npHE origin of the fortrefe, which occafioned 
-*• the foundation of this capital^ has been 
related in the general defcription of Peterlburgh. 
Maffive waHs of brick, faced with hewn granite^ 
and ftrengthened with five baftions, encircle a 
fmall ifland not more than half a mile in circum- 
ference, formed by the Great and Littfe Neva. 
Within the governor's lioufe are barracks for a 
fmall garrifon, feveral wards ufed as a common 
jail, and dungeons for the confinement of ftatc 
prifoners. 

In the centre ftarids the cathedral of St. Peter 
and Paul, in a different fl:yle of archite6lure 
from that ufually employed in the cpnfl:ra6lion of 
churches for the feryice of the Greek religion. 
Inftead of domes, it is furmounted with a fpire 
of copper gilt, 2^0 feet in height. The interior 
decorations are more elegant and lefs gaudy than 
thofe in the churches of Novogorod and Mof- 
cow, and the paintings are executed in the mor 
flern ftyle of the Italiafi fchool 

■ ' ' ' ' i» 
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In this cathedral are depofited the remains of 
Peter the Great, and of all the fucceffive fove- 
reigns; excepting ttofc ,Q|f Peter II. buried at 
Mofcow, and of the late unfortunate Peter III*. 
interred in the convent of St. Alexander Nevfki. 
The tombs are of marble, in the iDiiape of a Iquarc 
coffin ; and, one excepted, have infcr^tions in 
the Ruffian tongue : when I faw them they were 
covered with gold brocade^ bordered with filver 
lace and ermine. 

I viewed, not without peculiar veneration and 
awe, the fepulchre which contains* the body of 
Peter J. ; the fternnefe, or rather the ferocity, of 
wbofe difpofition, neither fpared age nor fex. nor 
the deareft conheSions; and who yet, with a 
firong degree of coaipunSion, was accuftomed 
to fay, ^' I can reform my people, but I cannot 
refarm myfelf." A f royal hiftorian has juftly 

• Catherine jhe Second was mterced in this cathedral. On the 
HCceiSon of Paul, the remains of his father Petef the" Third were 
removed from the church of the monaftery,and after lying in ftatc, 
interred with regal pomp in the cathedral, in the feme fepulchre as 
the body ^f Catharii]^ the Second. By order of the new emperor, 
eovAt Aleieey Orlofy and prince Baratyniki, to whom the death of 
Peter the Third was attributed, were ilationed on each iide of the 
body while itlay injlate, and compelled to follow the funeral pro- 
ceflion. 

- f Pierre I.mousntdans ces circonftances, laiflant dans le monde 
plutot la reputation d'un homme extraordinaire, que d*un grand 
homme, & couvrant ies cruautes (tun 'tirau des Virtus d*un le^iJUh 
Uur. Hiil. de la Maifon de Brandcboui^. ^ 

obferved 
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obferved of Peter, that he redeeiried the cniel^ 
ties of a tyrant by the virtues of a legiflator. 
We mitft readily -allow that he confiderably rc-» 
formed and civilised his fubje6bs ; that he created 
a navy, and new-ntodelled his army ; that he en^ 
couraged the arts and fciences, promoted agri« 
culture and commerce, and laid the foundation 
of Ruffian grandeur. But, infkad of exclaim** 
ing in the language of panegyric, 

lEhihetcty ars ! Hie vlr maximus tibi nihil debult t 
Exulta, natural Hoc ftupendium taumeil: * t 

We may, on the contrary, venture tb regret that 
he vas not taught the leffons of humanity ; that 
his fublime but unruly genius was not controuled 
and improved by proper culture; nor his favage 
nature corretled and foftened by the refinements 
of'art. And if Peter failed in enlightening the 
mafs of his fubjefts equal to his M'iflies, the failure 
was occafioned by his own precipitate temper, by 
the chimerical idea of introducing the arts and 
fciences by force, and of performing in a mo-- 
ment what can only be the gradual work of 
time; by violating the ^ftabliflied cuftoms of his 
people, and, in tontradiftion to the di6lates of 
found policy, requiring an immediate facrifice of 



z' 



* Bluifa, art ! this hero owed thee nothing* ^ 
Exult nature ! for this prodigy is all thy own* 
^e Gordon's life of Peter. VoUII* 

prejudices 
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prejudices fanftified by ages. In a \frord, his 
failure was the failure of a fuperior genius wan- 
dering without a guide; and the greateft eulo- 
gium we can juftly oflFer to his extraordinary 
character, is to allow that his virtues were his 
own, and his defefts thofe of education and 
country. Peter the Great was born at Mofcow 
on the 30th of May, 1672; and died at Peterf- 
bursrh on the asth of January, 1725, in the 53d 
year of- his age, and in the 44th of a glorious 



^ reign. 



I obferved near the tomb of Peter fome Turki/h 
colours : they were taken in the naval engage- 
ment of Tchefme, difplayed during a folemn pro- 
ceffion, and placed by the hand of the emprefs, at 
the tomb of the fovereign who founded the 
Ruffian' navy. 

Near the allies of Peter are depofited thofe of 

Jiis fecond wife and fucceffor Catharine I. the 

beautiful Livonian, who, by a train of Angular 

events, was exalted from a cottage to unbounded 

. fovereignty * , 

In the vault of this church, but without tomb 
or infcription, lies Alex^y fon of Peter I. who 
fell a facrifice to the artifices of the defiffnincr 
Mentchikof, and to the refentment of an inhu- 
man, though, perhaps, juftly ofRnded father. 

* See an account of Catharine I. in chap, 8. of this Book' 

The 
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The recolleftion of his fate makes a (Irong im- 
preffion on a feeling mind, and muft ftill more 
forcibly ftrike a fubjeft of the Britifli empire ; 
where will is not law, where th^ heir apparent is 
as fecure as the fovereign himfelf, and where the 
right of fucceffion Hands irrevocable, not to be 
altered by the caprice or jealoufy of a: reigning 
monarch. The fpeculative theorift may indeed 
argue for Peter, that a power ought to be veiled 
in the fovereign to exclude an unworthy fuccef- 
fbr. But, in efFed, this is rendering the fate of 
a whole empire dependent upon the will of one 
perfon, who, during his life, may change his heir 
as 6ften as he changes his opinion ; or who, like 
Peter, may expire without nominating his fuccef- 
for, and leave the throne open to every claimant, 
who can fecure the concurrence of the army. 
The exclufion of Alexfey, the decree * fubfequent 
to his death, and the unfettled ideas concerning 
the right of fucceffion introduced by that fatal 
mandate, occafioncd frequent revolutions in the 
government ; and the difpofal of the fceptre has 

* "In the month of February, •I'/zz, a proclamation was made 
by the found of trumpet, requiring every natural-born fubjeft of 
the Ruffian empire, and all foreigners then refiding there, to fwear 
and Qgn an oath, < that they will acknowledge, a« fuccefTor to the 
empire, the perfon whom his majefty ilhall nominate for their fove*- 
itign, after his death.^ This order ffarUck a damp on the fpirits 
of every body, v^en they.reffeited on the undoubted title of the 
young prince Peter, his maje|Vy*s grand^^ ^^^ ^^^Y remaining 
keir of the imperial funlly.** Bruce** Memoirs^ p. 226. 

VOL^ II. M depended 
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depended (mi the regiments of guards ilationed 
in the capHaL The re-eftabliihment of here- 
ditary right, therefore, may be juftly claffed. 
among the foremoft of thofe excellent regula- 
tions which diftinguiih the reign of Catherine 
the Second. 

In the fame vault, which contains the body of 
the uflf ortunate Alexfey, is placed that of Char- 
lotte Chriftina Sophia princefs of Brunfwick, his 
no lefs unfortunate wife, whofe fate is more jjf- 
fefting, becaufe ihe deferved it-iefa. She was 
}»orn in 1G94; married the tzarovitch in 171 1» 

tnd died on the firft of November^ 1 7 1 5, partly 

J* 

ef a broken heart occafioned by her hufband's 
ill-treatment, and partly by titie confequences of 
Ber delivery of Peter II. * 

Among the imperial fepulchres is that of Anne 
(Df Holftein, eldeft daughter of Peter and Catha- 
rine, who, though far more deferving of notice, 
is lefs known than her filler tbe emprefs Eli- 
zabeth, becaufe her virtues were not enobled by 
a diadem. Anne is defcribed as a princefs of 
majeftic form and expreflive features, of an ex- 
cellent and improved underftanding, and of ir- 
reproachable morals. While flie was very young, 
Count Apraxin, a Ruffian nobleman, paid his 
addrefles to her, but was rejefted with fconi. 
Not daunted with this repulfe, he continued 
his courtfblp, aiid, finding her one day alone, 

♦ See ah acconntof tius princefs in Chap. 8. of tKs Book- 

threw 
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threw himfelf at her feet, ofiered his fword 
and entreated her to put an end to his life and 
mifery. " Give me the fword," faid the prin* 
ce6, ftrctching out her hand, " you ihall fee^ 
that the daughter of your emperor has ilrength 
and fpirit fufficient to rid herfelf of a wretch 
whoinfultsher/' The count, apprehenfive that 
flie might execute her threat, withdrew the fword, 
and demanded itiftant pardon ; and, 93 the prin- 
eefs told the ftory with great humour, became 
the derifion of the court * . 

Anne efpoufed, in 1725, Charles Frederick 
duke of Holftein-Gottorp, to whom flie had 
been long betrothed. Bred up with the expec- 
tation of two crowns t , ihe wa3 difapppinted 

of 

• BaiTewitz, p. 371. 

f Thofe of Sweden and Rtt/fiat the former by marriage^and 
the latter by her father*s nomination. 

With refpefttothe crown of Sweden, her hufband, the only ion 
of Hedwige eldeft lifter of Chariet XII. was undoubted heir of the 
Swedifh crown, but was fet afide by the Swedes, who preferred IJ1<- 
rica Eleonora, Charles's youngeft fifter. See Genealogical table of 
the Houfe of Vafa, and the chapter on the death of Charles XII. 
both in the fourth volume. 

As to her expe6iations of the Ruffian crown, Baflevitz, her huf* 
band's minifter, pofitively aflerts, that Peter I. had formed the refo- 
lution of railing her to the tlirone. ** C*ltoit dans les mains de 
cette princefle, que Fierre le Gr^d fouhaitpit de voir pafler fo& 
fccptre." Buf. Hif. Mag. IX. p. 371. 

A ihort tinie before his laft illneft he explained to her and the4ukc 
of Holftein the Cy^em he had purfued during his reign, and in- 

M s ftru^ed 
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of both; nominated by her mother Catharine I- 
one of the council of regency during the minority 
of Peter II. ; excluded from that council after 
once taking her feat, by the defpotifm of prince 
Mentchikof, whom flie herfelf had promoted 

ftnjacd them in the details of government. While he Uy upon 
his death-bed, having recovered his underftanding by a momentary 
intermiflion of the delirium (fee chapter VIII. on Catharine I.), 
he called for Anne to diftate his laft fentiments, bat upoifher ar- 
rival he relapfed into his former ftate of infenfibility. Ibid, p- 372. 

It alfo appears, from Sir Luke Schaube's difpatches, in the poffef- 
fion of the Earl of Hardwicke, that feter had even taken fome Heps 
towards fettling the crown upon his daughter Anne. ^ 

" Lc Cardinal [Dubois] ne paroi* guere touche dc rinjuftice qui 
fcroit faite au fils du czarowitz; et il dit, que fi le czar regleroit la 
fucceffiQti enfd'veut defafiUe^ il faudrpit bien que ceux qui voudroi- 
ent fe lier avec lui de fon vivant, promiffent, de la maintenir aprcb 
ia mort, apres laquelle toutefois il arriveroit vrayfemblablement de 
cette difpofition comme fi elle n'avoit jamais exift«/' Sir Luke 
Schaube to Lord Carteret, Paris Jan. 20, 1722. 

« Ce que les mini ft res Mofcovites difoient au Monf. de Campre- 
don que le czar voulut fe procurer une garantie pour hifucctffioH a 
fes etats de la manitre quUlfe propofi de Vetablir, paroit fort fmgulier, 
&c. Par rapport a Vexclufion defon petit-fils enfa<veur defafilUy fans 
marquer en meoje temps a quel prince il la deftine/' Lord Carte- 
ret to Cardinal du Bois, Jan. 1721-2. 

The decree which he iflued in February, 1722, feemed a prelude 
to this appointment, which was probably prevented by the fudden- 
nefs of his death%. 

Catharine I. was no lefs iiiclined to appoint Anne her fucceflbr, 
, fmd a ftrong party was formed in her favour j but that emprefs was 
prevented from following her ijriclinations in this inftance by the 
ihortnefs'of her reign, and the danger of excluding Peter Alexie- 
vitchj who, as the grandfon of Peter the Great, was fupported by a 
ftill more powerful party*. 

with 
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^vith all her influence; driven from Huflia by the 
mandate of that arrogant minifter, jQie retirecf 
with her hufband to Kiel, where flie died in 1 728, 
in the 22d year of her age, leaving one fon, the 
unfortunate Peter III. 

Her couiin the cniprefs Anne, fecond daughter 
of Ivan Alexievitch, is interred in the fame ca- 
thedral. She was widow of the duke of Cour- 
land, and refided at Mittau, when flie was unex- 
pectedly called to take pofleffion of the empire. 
On the death of Peter II. * without iflue, the 
fceptre, according to Catharine's will, ought to 
have reverted to her grandfon, afterwards Peter 
HI. fon of Anne of Holftein; but as hereditary 
right was abolifhed by Peter's decree, and no 
fucceflbr ap()ointed by Peter II. a privy council 
of feven nobles, in ^vhom the regal power was 
veiled at the deceafe of the emperor, formed a 
plan for limiting the prerogative pf the crowp, 
leaving the title and pomp of royalty, to the 
reigning monarch, but referving to themfelves 
the fupreme authority. Having drawn up cer- 
tain conditions for the ratification of the future 
fovereign, they chofe the princefs Anne in pre- 
ference to the family of Peter the Great, and to 
her eldeft filler Catharine of Mecklenbiirgh, be- 
caufe having no legal claim, llie w'^ould more rea^ 
dily agree to the terms which might fecure her 
th^ fucceflion. Anne figned the articles without 

u 3 ^ hefitation^ 
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hefitation, only for the purpofe of breaking them, 
and had fcarcely arrived at Mofcow before ihe 
was enabled, by the alTiilance of the guards, to 
annul the a6l of renunciation, to dilTolve the 
privy council itfclf, and to re-affume the impe** 
rial authority in as unlimited a form, as had ever 
been enjoyed by any of her predcceffors. This 
emprefs refigned herfelf implicitly to the direc- 
tion of Biren, a native of Courland, who rofe 
from the loweft extraftion, and regulati^d all her 
councils with the moft arbitrary fway. An^e 
has generally been cenfured for her feverity, and 
is faid to have ruled the Ruffians with the knoot 
in her hand ; but the cruelties, which tamiihec^ 
her reign, muft be attributed to the brutal tem-* 
per of Biren. The emprefs herfelf was of a hui 
mane difpofition : ihe frequently oppofed the fan- 
guinary meafures of her favourite, and in vaiui 
endeavoured to foften ^lis Tnercilefs difpofition, by 
fubmitting to intreaties, and interceding even 
with tears, fQr the unfortunate objeds of his re-t 
fentment * . But, in -efFed, the fovereign who 

permits 

♦ ** J'ai 6ti prefcnt/' writes count Municy " lorfgue VlmpersL' 
trice pleuroit achaudes larmes fur <:e que Biron fulminoit &meha- 
^oit de ne vouloir plus fervir fi rimp€ratrice ne £icrifioit Volinfld 
Sc ainfi des autres.'' Ebauche, &c. p. 1 19. 

Mrs, vigor fays of her, « I have often feen her melt into tears at 
a Qielancholy ftory, and (he (hews fuch unaffedled horror at any 
mark of cruelty, that Jier mind to me feems to be compofcd of the 
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permits cruelties is, and ought to be, equally 
guilty in the eyes of the world with the fovcr 
feign who commands them, and poftcrity juftly 
imputes to the mifli-efs the vices of the fervanl^ 
who is uncontrouled in his abufe of power, 
Anne died on the 1 7th of Oftober, 1 740, after 
nominating for her fucceffor her nephew Ivan, 
then an infant ; with a view of prolonging tha 
reign of fiiren, whom ihe appointed regent dur^ 
ing the minority. 

Viewing the tomb of Elizabeth, I recone£)£«| 
the motley charader of that indolent and vof 
inptuous eroprefs, who, by the revolution of 1 74 1, 
renewed in her perfon the line of Peter the Great 
upon the throne of RuIIia. Elizabeth was born 
in 1 709, and, when arrived at years of matu? 
rity, was extremely admired for her poribnal at» 
tra6tions, 

Her beauty, as well as rank and large dowry^ . 
occaiioned feveral offers, none of which were 
accepted, and ihe died fingle, . During the reign 
of her father, a negotiation had commenced 
for her marriage with Louis XV, By the ^ 
will of Catharine, Elizabeth was betrothed to 
Charles Auguftus, bifliop of Lubeck, and bro- 

moft amiable qualities that I haye ever obferved in any oka perfon 5 
which fcems a particular mark of the goodneff of Providence, as ihe 
\i poflfeflcd of fuch power." Letters from Ruffi^, p. 89. 

' M 4 thcr 
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ther of Adolphus Frederic king of Sweden; but 
he died before the completion of the ceremony. 
In the reign of Peter II. ihe was demanded by 
Charles Margrave of Anfpach, in 1741, by the 
Perfian tyrant Eouli Ehan J and at the time of the 
revolution, the regent Anne endeavoured to force 
her to efpoufe prince Louis of Brunfwick** 
From the period of her acceffion ihe renouijced 
all thoughts of the connubial ftate, and adopted 
her nephew Peter, Her diflike to marriage, how- 
ever, did not proceed from any difinclination to 
man ; for ihe freely owned to her confidants, that 
ihe was never happy but when in love f ; if we. 
may dignify by that name a capricious paifion 
ever changing its objeft. The fame charaSler'- 
iftic Warmth of temper hurried her no lefs to the 
extrfemes of devotion : ihe was fcrupulouily exa6l 
in her annual confeiTions of the wanderings of 
her heart, in expreifing the utmoil contrition, 
and in punftually adhering to the minuteil cere-, 
monies and ordinances of the church. 

With refpea to her difpofition, ihe is generally 
ftyled the humane Elizabeth, as ihe made a vow 



''^ See Manftein'a Memoirs, p. 25, 285. 309. 

t " Elle etoit voluptueufe a I'exces, nee de fang voluptueux, & 
die difoit fouvent a fes confidentes, qu'elle n'etoit contente que 
tant qu'elle etoit amourcufej mais elle etoit avec cela fort incon- 
ftante Sc changeoit fouvent de. favoris.'' fbauche, &c. p. 170. 

never 
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never to infliftany capital punifliments * during 
her reign; and is reported to have fhed tears 
upon the news of viftories gained by her troops, 
from the refleAion that they were not obtained 
without great bloodlhed. But although no cri- 
minal was executed in public; yet the,ftatepri- 
fons were filled with wretched fufFerers, many of 
whom unheard of and unknown, periflied in 
damp and unwholefome dungeons : the ftate in- 
quiiition, or fecret committee, appointed to judge 
perfons fufpefted of high treafon, had conftant 
occupd,tion during her reign; many upon the 
flighteft' furmifes were tortured in fecret ; many 
underwent the knoot, and expired under the in- 
fliclion. But the tranfadion which refle6ts the 
higheft difgrace on her reign, was the public pu»- 
nifliment of two ladies of fafliion, counteffes 
Beftuchef and Lapookin: each received fifty 
ftrokes of the knoot in the open fquare of Peterf- 
burgh; theil* tongues were cut out, and they 
were baniflied into Siberia. One of thefe ladies, 
Madame Lapookin, efteemed the handfomeil wo- 
man in Ruffia, was accufed of holding fecret 
correfpondence with French ambaflador; but 
her real crime was having commented too freely 
^n the emprefs's amours. Even the mere rela- 

• See Remarks on her celebrated edift, which aboliihed <Iapital 
punifiiments, ux the chapter on the Penal Laws of Rufli^ m the next 
yolumc. * . ' ^ 

tion 

\ 
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tion of fuch an afFe6king fccne, b^ that of a woman 
of great beauty and high rank publicly fcourgecj 
by the common executioner, muft excite the 
ftrongeft emotions of horror, and forbid us to 
venerate the memory of a princcfs, who, with 
focji little regard to her own fex, could iflue 
ihoSe barbarous conimands. But let us lament 
the inconfiftency of human nature ; and in coh-i 
fidering the chara6ter of Elizabeth, let us not 
deny that her heart, perhaps naturally benevo* 
lent, was occafiaiu^lly corrupted by power, and 
fleeled with fufpicion; that although mercy 
might predominate whenever it did not interferei 
with her paflGions and prejudices ; yet Ihe by no 
means deferves the appellation of humane, the 
moft noble * attribute, of a fovereign, wheii it in- 
tcrpofes to temper the feverity of juftice. Eliza- 
beth died in 1761, in the twenty-firft year of her 
reign, and in the 5Sd of her age : fhe expired in 
December, the fame month in which fhe was 
born, and in which flie acceded to the throne. 
In the fortrefs is a fmall arfenal, which, among 

* I was informed from un4pvbted authority, that it was impor- 
£ble to obtain Elizabeth's conf^nt for the execution of ^ felon who 
had even committed the moft horrid fpecies of premeditated mur- 
dcr, and that the mafter of the police ufed fecretly to order the exe- 
cutioner to Ipioot to (death thofe delinquents who were found guilty 
of the moft atrocious crimes. It is a pity ihe did^ not refervc her 
1|umanity, which in this inflance was cruelty to her people^ for more 
refpc6lable objt^ls, 

pther 
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other ^military ftores, contains fome cannon* caft 
in the middle of the fixteenth century, under 
tiie reign of Ivan Vaffielicvitch II. I had oc* 
cafion to mention in a former chapter, that the 
art of cafiing cannon was introduced into Ruflia 
under Ivan Vaflijievitch I. by Ariftotle of Bo** 
logna. Ivan II. did not fail to imitate the ex* 
ample of his grandfather in procuring, by means 
of foreign artifls, the beft artillery ; and to this 
judicious policy both monarchs were chiefly in- 
debted for their fucceffes in war, and for the con^ 
qu&il of feveral- provinces, which they annexed 
to their hereditary dominions. 

In a feparate building of the fortrefs b the 
mint. The gold and filver are fent from the 
mines of Siberia, and the metals are refined 
in thb laboratory. We furveyed the whole pro- 
cefs from the firft melting of the ore to the coin- 
ing. Among the filver we obferved a large 
quantity of Dutch dollars, which were melting 
to be recoined in roubles. Peter I. wanting 
(liver for the new coinage, iffued a decree, that 
allthecuftoms ihould be paid in Dutch dollars: 
at prefent lialf the duties are ftill discharged in 
^hat money by all foreign merchants, excepting 
the Englifh, who are exempted by treaty. But 
as the gold and filver obtained from the mines of 
Siberia, with the addition of the dollars, are by no" 
]:iieans fufficient for the circulation^ ^ confiderable 

quantity 
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quantity of both metals is annually imported. 
The coinage, in its prefent debafedftate, muft be 
very advantageous, as in the gold there is fo 
much alloy, that a profit of 48 per cent, is gained, 
and in the filver of 37 * . This ftate of the coin- 
age renders ufelefs the prohibition againfi the ex- 
portation,^ and produces the mifchievous eiFect 
of promoting the contraband introduftion of 
felfe coin from foreign countries. 

Among the remarkable objefts in the mint, the 
machine for ftamping the coin defer\^es to be 
mentioned ; becaufe it was invented by her pre- 
fent majefty, and is efteemed an ingenious and 
fimple piece of mechanifm. 

Within the fortrefs is a four-oared boat, fe- 
cured with great veneration, in a brick building, 
and prefer ved as a memorial to future ages of its 
being the origin of the Ruffian fleet. Peter I. 
ufed to call it the Little Grandjirey and, in the 
latter part of his reign, ordered it tosbetranf- 
ported to Peterfburgh: it was condu6ied in fo- 
lemn proceffion, to excite the admiration of the 
people, and expofed to view that thpy might 
compare the former condition of the marine, with 

^ See Eflai fur le commerce de Ruffie, c, X.^here the reader will 
find an accurate ftate of the Ruffian coinage, in which the difference 
of the prefent money from that of the former reigns is kid down, as 
1 was informed from good authority, with great exaftnefs, p. i$4'>- 

the 
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the improved ftate in which be left it. The hif- 

* 

tory of this little boat is worthy of notice ; not 
only as it comprehends the firft rife of the navy, 
but becaufe, during the courfe of the narrative, 
I ,lhall be enabled to point out fundry errors ad- 
vanced by feveral hiftorians of Peter the Great. 
There is not the lead foundation for the re* 
port that Peter was naturally afraid of the water, 
and had the utmoft difficulty in furmounting this 
averfion : on the contrary, he always expreifed a 
ftrong attachment to that element The boat, 
which has given rife to this detail, was con- 
ftru6led during the reign of Alexfey Michaelo- 
vitch, by Karftens Brandt, a Dutch fliipwright, 
whom Alexfey Michaelovitch invited into Ruflia. 
Peter, about the year 1691, accidentally feeing 
this boat at a village near Mofcow, inquired of 
Timmerman, who taught him fortification, why 
it was built in a different manner from other 
veffels? Timmerman replied, it was a veffel 
contrived to fail againft the wind. Peter's cu- 
riofity was roufed by this intelligence, and 
Brandt being inftantly fummoned, repaired it 
without delay, provided a niaft and rigging, and, 
having launched it upon the Yaiifa, failed in it, 
to the furprize and aftoniiliment of the young 
tzar, who immediately embarked, and, under the 
direftion of Brandt, foon learned the manage- 
ment of the veffeL 

Having 
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Having repeated thefe experiments upon the 
Yaufp^ as well as upon a neighbouring lake, he 
ordered Brandt to build a yacht * upotl thebankfl^ 
of the Moik^ which was launched in 169 15 
and in which Peter failed as far as Columna. 
Animated with the fuccefs of this expedition, he 
commanded the fame iliipwright to conftrucl, 
upon the lake of Periflaf, feveral fmall veflels 
carrying guns; in which the tzar failed on the 
6th of February, the 3d of March, and the 5th 
of April, of the following year. On the 1 ft of 
May another veffel was launched, and on the 9th 
Peter returned to Mofcow. The death of Brandt 
ieems to have interrupted the increafe of this 
little fleet; but did not prevent Peter from con- 
tinuing his expeditions on the lake. Some ex- 
tra&S from General Gordon's f Journal, will 

fliow 

* From hence I follow implicitly MuUer'^s Extracts from Gene- 
ral Gordon's Journal. 

f General Gordon, a native of Scotland, was bom in 1635 : hstv* 
ing ferved with gloiy in the Swedifli and Pali(b armies, he entered 
into the Ruffian fervice in 1661, in which he continued to the end 
of his life. His Journal in the Engliih tongue, is now in the 
archives at Mofcow, and has never been printed, Muller, who 
made great uie of jt in feveral of his w^r^My prc^ofed to extniA and 
publithall the cir^umfb^ces relating to Kufllai but, to the grea( 
regret of all lovers of hiHoiy, has been prevented by other occu- 
pations from carrying his defign into execution. I find, from Bach- 
meifter*s RuCBibl. for I782.thiita0eniian oanfiationof it i» given 
in Part IV. of the Journal of St, Peteriburgh for 1782, which I have 
notyetieen. ' * 

Gord6a 
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Aow the eagernefs with which the young mo^ 
tiarch purfued his new occupation ; when fuch 
trifling incidents as weighing anchor, and failing 
aCFofs a lake, arc circumflantially recorded. 

*' Gordon vent on the i ith of Auguft to Pc*- 
reflaf ; and on the 14th was entertained in due 
form and ceremony on hoard of the admirals • 
ftip. On the 18th," he adds, " we failed from 
one fide of the lake to the oppofite bank; on the 
.eift we got under weigh, and failed to the other 
fide, where we again came to an anchor ; on the 
£4th Gordon attended the tzar on ihip-board : 
on the «8th we departed from Pereflaf, and on 
the sifi: reached Alexeyfsk." But as the limits 
of a lake were too confined for the rifing ambi- 
tion of the tzar, he hurried to Archangel, where 
he arrived in the month of June, 1693. " Oa 
the 17th," fays Gordon, ** the poft brought the 
news that the tzar had been upon the White Sea, 

Gordon died in 1699^ much regretted by the tzar, and, to uie the 
wordt of his relation, ** His fflajeHy viiited him five times during hit 
illnefs, was prefent the moment he expired, and (kut his eyes with 
his own hand.*^ The iame author alfo fays of him, greatly to his ho- 
nour, ** General Gordon was a fober man, in a country wbetc 
drinking is much in fa(hion t and though he ufed to be much in 
the tzar^s company, his majefty, knowing his inclinations^ would 
nev^r allow him to be urged. He was ev«r mindful of his buiinc6, 
and did great fervice to the RufEan nation*** QordonV Hift* pf 
Peter the Great, vol. 1. p. 137, 138. 

* MuUer conjectures that Le Fort was the admiral of this little 
fqnadron. 

and 
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'and was happily arrived into port, and on the 
nth of 06lober he came back to Mofcow. In 
the beginning of May, 1694, he retarned to 
Archangel, and continued in thofe parts until 
September; during which time he made fre- 
quent expeditions upon the fea, and improved 
his knowledge of navigation." 

Thefe little adventures, which feemed mere 
youthful amufements, were produftive of the 
xnoft glorious event that diftinguiflied his reign. 
Peter, in the campaign of i695 againft the Turks, 
befieging Azof, found it impoffible to take the 
town without blocking up the harbour, and as he 
did not poffefs one ihip, was compelled to raife 
the fiege. 

His fpirit excited, rather than damped, by this 
difappointment, he gave orders for the immediate 
conftrudion of feveral veflels : fome were framed 
at Occa, and tranlported over land to the Don ; 
but the greater part were built at Veronetz. In 
Icfs than a year he renewed the fiege of Azof, and 
brought before it, to the furprize of the Turks, 
two men of war, 23 gallies, two galleots, and . 
four fire-lhips *. With this little fquadron, which 
failed down the Don into the Black . Sea, he 
blockaded the harbour, gained a victory over the 
Turkifh gallies, and took Azof. He fignalized 

• S.R.G.T01. II.p. 226. 

this 
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tMs. wiDBderful^vent by $ triu^mphal entry into 
Moftrtw, and by a medal reprefenting the ca|>r 
>ture of AOTf> with a^ijiotto in fiuflian^ " Vici^r by 
thunder and, the waves." This fuccefs was the 
prelude to ftiU greater atqhievenients; and as 
the fecurity jbf hiBnew <;<)'nqu?fi$ upon the Black 
Sea depended upon a powerflil navy, he colle6led 
ffiom all quarters the moft expert fl^ip-builders, 
and ftiperin tended the neceflary preparations ^^t 
Varctnete, Azof, and Taganroc. In i699>.fo^» 
aiX^t his riBtUrn fropf^ his firft expcditiop ipto far 
reig^ parts, be wa^l^jefi^nt ata i^valreview.upo^ 
iht, stack ,S^ ia . U^hich ten frig^tp^ were en- 
j^i^ed) .the lai-g^ejft tarrying, ^ty^ ^ the fmallefl; 
twijnty-fix guns* ; apd the Ruffi^ navy, in t^i^ 
hiakrbdiirtf of th^ Euxine, conflro^ed and np<Cfi 
the'ftocks^ Is defcvibed^as CQnfiiHng.of nine-fliips 
of ;60g^ns, ten of 50, tpn of 48^ two of 4S, 
fourteen of S4, two pf 32, three of so, one of 
- £6, osofc^ of 44, foui: of 18, three of ;l^ and four 
of a guns; befide 18 triremes, IQO brigantines^ 
and 909 boats in the Dnieper, \ Tht^.ftupepdous 
account would be incredible were it not recorded 
by the feeretaiy t to the Auftnan ewbaff^, then 

• S.R. 0,YoKIt. f. 184* 

t Itorb DilriUm. The reader will fincl,mp. ^36, a catalogttfedf 
t)te names of all Chefevefiels, together {With the lAieadthi kngib» 
^ptfa, number of guns, and- complb&e&t of men< Sec alfi> If 
Bru3m*s Travels, voL I. p. 62. 
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refident at Mofcow,;- it is fcarcety paraUeied 6y 
the naval exertions of the Romans in the firft Pu- 
hie war. The rapidity with which Peter created 
his fleet for the Black Sea, was equalled by fimi- 
lar exertions upon the Baltic, after the acqui* 
fition of Cronftadt and the foundation of Pe- 
terfburgh. 

But to return to the boat, which qccafion- 
ed this digreflion, and which gave rife to the 
Ruffian navy. In 1'725, at the clofe of the 
Perfian e^cpeditioh, it w4S trsKn^orted irom 
Mofcow'to the new metropolis^ and Peter gSLVt 
a public entertainment, which was called :thfe 
Cmfecration of the Little Grand/re. Twenty- ^ 
fcven men of war, being ranged at Cronft*dt in 
the form of a crefcent, the emperor embairked ift 
this boat, himfelf fleering, while three • fdmirals 
and prince Mentchikctf performed the ^irffice of 
rowers : being then towed by two Hoops, it waidt' 
a fmall Circuit in the Gulf; and, returning by 
the fleet, the flrips ftruck their flags, and fainted 
with all their guns ; while the Utile Grand/ire 
tetumed each falute by a difcharge of three fmall 
pieces. It was theft brought into the harbour, 
and furrounded by the men of war. A few days 
afterwards the Little Grandjzre was conveyed to 
St Peterlburgh, and its arrival folemnized by 
Stmafquerade upon the, water*. This memo- 

. , » Coufett*s prefent State of Rnflla, p. 2 x 8. 

rable 



4» 5. 



1^ t^j^ws^h a it%aa«: 



«7B 



rabk boat, freighted with the ettapetor, proceeded 
to the fortrefs, and was conducted, under the 
difcharge of all the artillery, to the place where 
it now remains enfhrined as a memorial to pof* 
terity. 

From tint fbrti«is wt took water^ and landed at 
an adjacent fpot in tfic ifland of Peterfburgh, 
near a wooden hovel, remarkable as the habl* 
tation of Peter th^ jGteat, while the fortrefs 
was cm&t\k8Ang. It i^ll remains .in its origi- 
nal ilate^ tznl fian4s under a brick bmldijag, 
ere^d to prefep^H from deiixu<^n« The 
houfe is a ground floor, with only, three roomfi 
wixich I had t^he curipfity to meafure. Tb^ ar# * 
but eight feet in heighth: the ap^ment for the 
recc^l^ of coimpany is. 1 5 fciet fquare ; tlfic din- 
ingfippm 15 by id, and the bed^diambex ten. 
Near this houfe is Another, four-oared boa^ the 
work of Peter's own^ands,. which has been er- 
fQueouily called the Little Gramdfire. 
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Congelation of Quickfilver.^Dr. Guthrie's experiments td after- 
f >t^ii j|(b»If«ecuiig\{>6iitif of idKt^^ pdb^e . tbati the 

puiity orjiBj^ttrityoS the mero^ by.^o4xieans jiJSe^ts the c^pi^ 

gelation,^ . , , 

' A S'thfe eui'tdtis exj)en'meii*t)f fritezii^ V^fck- 
xIL liiva'xnMtrtk&t at Peferfbiri-gh^ Pro- 
ftflbr Br^irh; r W ae^fii-Ofud bf 'irit^mgthe re- 
'pctilion'of thfe^faineprocels; particularly jfe inatfy 
dotibts were entertained TJy feVerai philofophers, 
^ofnfceming "the real congdaticm tifflure qtiick- 
Tilvet, and I bad freqti«itoppmtiiiHti!es'of feeing 
tins phsfenomchon duriiig'a fefits of expermients 
by l>r" Guthrie, phyiictairlo the Imperial Corps 
of'Gt^ets. - * '^ ' • 

^Having ihferted' a tube containing qui<ikfilvcr 
in a mixtujre of fhow'and (pirit of nitre, he look 
it out in ten minutes, placed it in a fecond mix- 
ture, and in five minutes the quickfilver was con- 
geled. The tube being broken, the quickfilvet 
appeared in a folid mafs like a ball of filver, and 
being ftruck with a hammer was flattened into 
twice its extenfion before it liquified. 

Bijt the hammer being much Warmer than the 
frozen quickfilver, meltfed the parts which it 
touched, feeming to have the fame efFeft upon the 

mercury 
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Hierculy as^a rwBim iitm /iipbii irax ; I'4cfired^' 
therefove^ Dr. Guthrie to |diu^ the h^Uhm 
Sn the freezing tnixtaie^ fd as lo* acquioa the iama 
degree qf coU as the firosea ^uiclcfilyer. v An-* 

other jportion of k}iiickfilver being congele^ by 
the fame procefa^ I took out the hamitaer^ and 
flrack the^fofid ma& of quickfilver; itrefifted 
thefiroke, and yielded a dttd found like lead ; I 
flruck it again; abd made a fmall dent, a third 
time, and made a larger dent, until it gradually 
extended and flattened under the hammer, fepa** 
rated like an amalgama of the confidence of 
chee&i and foon liquefied. 

To me the congelation of quickfilter Vas a 
matter of mere curiofity : yet the dodor's eX'-L 
periinents tended suit only to prove its abfoluto 
tongelation, but like wife to afcertain the freez-* 
ing. point, and ihew that the purity or impurity 
of the itiefcurydid not affeS; the facceis of the 
experimenlL 

As the fubjed is' extre^nely curious, and ren^^ 
delredfiiU mote interfiling by the aide treatifepub^ 
liihed by Sir Charles j^agden^ in thoPhiloiophi^ 
cal Tranfa6iions, I fhall infert a fummary ac-« 
eodntof the experiments and obfervations com-" 
municated by Vt. Guthrie, and fhall only add, 
that I vrais witnefs to xsnyH of the experiments. 

" Mr. Jbfc^h Adaim Braun» Profeffor of ihfi 
Ijnperial A<^demy of Sciences of St Peterf-» 
' ^ . N 3 ^ burgb, 



bbvgl^.dflcoTered) w DeecsnJbear 17^9, thatmerr 
cuiy might be lexdered fo&d hjt JmeaD$ of arti* 
ficial coM; and it lias bew£l|cecongeIed infe- 
vcm wtntets by tha eold of ;the utmofphere ia 
1^ Bortdieni couhtHcs ofbotk the oM iii4 Betr 

^ This . C0ng£^tiitti(x>f mdrcury by the nahinl 
cold, rcaidois . the kiiafwkdge of its freezing point 
a matter of great itt^ortance to the Bstaral hif 
toi^y 1^ the earth as wU aa<of man; as by de^ 
tennining the degree of. cold neeeffary to effe^ 
this phenomenon, ire fhall be able to eftimate 
the real degree of cold in the countries near the 
poles, and confequently the power inherent in 
living anixnala to refift it» Until lately our id»a 
on thisfubjed; wfre confuied iKnd erroneoiiHt /The 
experiments and ob&nrationa of the moft ablo 
natur^Iiils in Europe and America mere only iA 
partial uie to natural bsfipiy an(^ phyfics^. by 
placing mercury amopgft the malleable me*^ 
tals^ and by demoniiiatin^ that there is notldng 
eftentially fluid in its nature, but that it is a metal 
which melts with a left degree of heat than the 
ethers. 

^^ Still the philofopher was not informed what 
reliance he could place on the mercurisd ther-" 
mometer toMrards determining the cold q{ cli- 
mates; as the motions of the qpckfilver ap- 
peared by tliofe very experiments extremely ir-r 
J regular 
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feg^ar in tlieloM^pdrts ^f t^e fca|et f^ng 
ii^any degrees in an infia^^ vii aflt^r dcfcending 
below a certain pointy fioki&g ftiddenly into thf 
bulb, and theri^by feeming lo indicate that }ixe 
animals of the northern connUie^ ppuld reiift the 
action ot cold fome hundred degrees below the 
freeaingpoint of water. This fuppofiUon dagger* 
ed the faith of many philofophers^ and made them 
anxious that the matter ihould be more fully ;n« 
vefiigated. Accordingly the Royal Society of 
London defired its members refiding in cold 
countries to turn their attention towards de* 
termining the point of congelation of mercury, 
and remark the defcent of the mercury jm the 
therniometer during the procels from the freez- 
ing point of water to that of mercury, in order 
to form a jufter notion of its real contraction* 
But new light ^as lately thrc^wn upon the fub- 
je^, by a courfe of experi^nents made at the de^* 
fins of the Royal Society^ by Mr. Hutchius, go* 
yemor of Uudfon's Bay, who received excellent 
infiru^ons from Mr* Cavendifli, and £)r« Black, 
profeiGTor of chymiilry in the univerfity of £din« 
iburgir. Thefe dire£tion$, sL^d an apparatus macLc 
in London, enabled this governor to perceive^ 
that^fliojfiidden and oonfiderable defcent which 
"takes |>liui6 in t^he lower parts of the thermome^ 
ter^; when expofed ^o gi:Qat;:C9ld„ happens fhmi the 
cpntradlion of the metal in its frozen. fbtCi and 

.. . • : N 4 does 
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aofes iot'kS(B€ffke^ tegtilatily and Juftriefs bf its 
l<5i>tra6i;idii -irKilft it itetnaite fluid. This great 
p*liit*waS principally afcertained Ijy queans of 
a fpirit-thcriiibmeter, which was found. ^^^ to 
frdfeze ai foon as the 'mercury, and thereby iBdi-r 
cated^the degree- t)f c<5>ld produced. by his frigo-p' 
rifle mixture, w^hen tSii mercurial the^njometer 
ceafed to iileafurelt oh account of its contract 
tibii on becoming folidV ^ •'. • 

- ^^To provothat the-^cipfcent dF the mercury 
in the therniometer wias derived from this new- 
difcovered principljB, namely, the contraSiQu of 
^be metal in freezing, and to try whethec .pure 
mcrffury required a greater degree of cctid to 
freeze it than adulterated mercury, I made 
'4hefe expe;*iments l^ith various foits of tver^- 
•<3ury: ^1 . i . 

* ^^ 1.- 1 procured from Winterberger} a^ famous 
chymift of St. Peterfliurgh, . the pj^reft ^njerctB'y 
hmwiai to chymifts, vias: revivified from' calomel 
*y-filingsiof iiron. ^g; From Dr. Pdras,iB&tive 
jnercury^i boUeded ia a mine where .no ather 
-m^tal is fo^nd but a. little: iron, 3i Cutnmou 
biMGMeter mercary,Mfimiiflied by MiVgahi an 
tEngliflijOptidaii. at Peter Jburgh, als Im deceived 
It froidi :I^laiitt^ for &Umg his inftramcncte.. 4. 

9ii!c dtaohms-iif ^eomm^nrmercuiy, wbiohladul* 
'Urated tby di^MkJrtg lA it q. ^^fUartep of a grain of 
-tlti foilv'i 'J-.*'^.! a .u i. j , . .. '• . '..,-. 

'-' ^* ^ • "I procured 
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mthi^eiiticaie oild.aocliitLCT^l^^Morga^ filled 
withthd fame! pomfied mercuiy, No*, u f<tf the 
^fix^n&ipmipoUi of ttiaf^ ^perimetite} alfi> . one 
mith lligfaiy|l:e&ifi«d:fpinls afirine^ difiiUed hyc 
Wmteibergbr: •.— • » ••'-.*.■ • m 

^ Adjoinkxilf is a doBwing of the^i^paiatuSil 
tmployed in thefe .experiment^ whick it^jasfug^ 
gefied.to me:biy^iny teamed fiaend Dn: Black': 
it di^eiti: IroiA that etaplp jied by Mr. Hutchins 
in beings tinokid JBnple, and confequently the mer-? 
viiry was note. eafily estamined durmg the pro* 
iJefr' bf : coi^elation« It csoniifis^of a half pint 
vater-gla& €/ wrapped, round with coarfe flkn^ 
inel^ aJidifittcd witb foiling fpirit of nitre and 
£u>w td^iwMeartificiilcold; a glafftabe B» 
half anr aUfhi doometec^ containing a littte mer^ 
cwy, and inthisi tnberdsiihferted a.thernionie*- 
teriA^ fiyibs(t its bolbfitf! buried ifl the inercury, 
but i^o pari b£ ihe fiein:: the tubl^ and thermo- 
meter thus anrax^ged, are- placed in the water»> 
glaft/toiitwaing tiie freezing n^ixture. r'^ 

*' Deteml^r the f^fid, 1784* In a calnx elear 
evening, Rekumur'^ thermoineter at 17 degree;^ 
^niow^Hf a:^r.>iKpilfing.tb^Aiq)Vatus an>a table 
iir/myiirwrttyard:(whcriB X: made my e:tperi* 
mcpte),'fQB4wa^iboufa^itor lic^ the tempera- 
t4ro*)t^iifteriailmQ^fifam of the 

^poaiAeiijvesc^ lyisitQithegla&tube^nd 

:^? having 
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baTing infested 9. HSimiidmetsr j fitbd iritk the 
fitme purified ifiercu7|r^iib that its<bulli wuiCcm 
vered with the mercury in tiicr tuhe,^ I placed 
them m the w^cter'^giafsy filled w]ih> ^he frtespig 
niixture, and*^ in ik ibihute& traafpdrted tiien 
into a fecondy with fimilar contents; .the me»^ 
ciiry in ^our minutes. nabreheQVsefoii^ and 
when ivdrew out. the. thermometei; .with tJie 
frozen mercnry furrennding its bulb in the form 
of a folid cylinder^ it .flood at 33| degrees .her 
low o. Perceivings however, a little ^^id fuerr 
csary ftili remaining in the tube, I ffC|>Uced the 
thermometer with the meroury. adding to its 
bulb, and in. a few minutes the, merciiry to& 
about half a degree; drawing itlu^iat £scond 
time, I found the mercfury: melted, and the bitib 
quite f ree» From this expertmeat it |Mr6vA% that 
the freeacing.point of pure mercury i& at S£| de^ 
gitees.bdow o on this tl^rmometer; fl^r as thare 
remained a littlemetcury ftiU fluid in^e tube, 
tiierefeems to have beesi only produced fliffioient 
cold to freeze it,* and as on its ri£iig.halC a de^ 
gree themeraury became £uid, the'^ointof con- 
gelationiis accurately determined.'' 

^' Second expe;rimerit.--^On the Qtk Jjammty^ 
-1 7Bps ^between fix and half pafi feren inthar even* 
-ing, i made the foIlo«rii9g experittients in.piQ- 
ieiice of Mr. Epinus, Mr. C&kCf and otH^r gentle- 
men. I iafefl^d the ntQrciu-iuLtJbermometeraifeil 
{ ' in 
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i)itbeia0 ea^pieritont m a pwtioJEi t£ the pmifi-r 
isd meitmiy, N* h tnA pUced ibtai in the cold 
mixtufe: tlie tiberiMmetear fell iloirly to ££{> 
^lid wsa iUiliaimy ftmie^time^ vhilfi >i^ pd*cdv« 
(tA thf^nlfrcwy intltt t^ freeting round the 
fidcf^ fo M tp produce ^ coating likf tin .foil ia 
the Iieydfiiphiil ; oia^ tnu^Tpdrting ii to a fecond , 
gki&of Goldni^ctufc^ tHicrlitwiinoinfiter fqll in five 
minutes to 36 degrees, whsrt it lemained fiattO' 
nary duiiikgihft.^timeeC tt^* continuance in the 
mixtuie. WfaalMraa lemarkable in this experi^ 
9MAt> tlte mercttiy in. the thenmnnetar was fiiQ 
fiuidy although its Vulb 'waairozen into that con- 
tamed in the tube ; for on reTOifing the inib-a* 
»ent» the mercury ran twt of the bulb into the 
fiem. Nov» here ia a proof that meicury may 
be cooled 94^ degreea bebir its freezing |>oint/ 
becoming fotid» 
experiment uritb native mercury.--^ 
It having been aflcrted, that a thermometer^ fil- 
led with highly reftified fpirit$ of wme^ i« better 
calpuslated to determine the freezing point of 
mercury, than one filled with, the fame metaV 
becaufe it refifiis t:ongelatioii longer, I plunged 
the fpirit thermometer into the tube containing 
tibe i^ative mercury. Having placed the appa* 
xatua in the glafi with the refrigeiant siixture 
for five minutes, and tranfported itinto a fecond 
glafs, the fpirit falling in thelhermometer to 3% 
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iltliottgh the ffHtntk of Vi^ reihdiixed^fltfidi aiid* 
the thief mpmee^r [fiood at it^f^itte ^d^gree, (tibt 
cttly while die-tiL^anUus^^remaitiiid^ik the cold* 
fiiikitirey but ieveti st^i* I'tKiti{p(cMti^ it into 
•* wann iboih) 1M1(F Jkfepft' it al thfe (kme point, 
ilntil a large part kif *fee bulb df tfa^ tjhfermotneter 
waisi ttncovei^ %^'lim4ii€^iig oijfi^ 
cttiy, droiS^ by^drop, iiit)oagla& : 

^? Fourth ekperiimerit i^icbmmoh barometer 
meiH;ttry--^TWe mdMurid tliefiiiometeF ufed in 
the fijrfi ex:pei;ktient'^^as plunged into lliis mer« 
euiy, and piaccii an^the glkfii oif cold mixtuise, 
and afler temaitfing^ five msnates,' i^vaa tranfporl^^ 
od intb a iecondlgfafs, where iie^'fbur^ininute&tl^^ 
tl^vnoineter funk to^ sb; and raaiain^d (latiom^ 
17/ /'fheifame lingular phse^ir^dn- prefented^ 
itfelf that appeared in tte fecond experirndfity 
Wttb:i0me addrttons ;- visz. tfa^weitmry fubfided 
\^ h\ degreesT bdlo# itcf .freezing poihi on^is 

tbentibm^terv without beeomSii^ Mid. 
*v •" Kft|h experinient with the fame? mfercwy. — "■ 
XftotR a^Uttle of ttii j merowy ' witteul inferthig^ 
st thenhpmeteiv in iOpder to ttyt«s'Mialiea1)ilti^ 
^ndrfpdcifie gravity: ; it :ftattetoeditffia«i-*the'haih- 
ra^i and oftsodcfe ii^ maireabl^^ and^fttnf^ in fluid 
BMsrcary, whroj^ffiewj^that it contra6te eoii^fep- 
jBdyiii freteing,' ^iiffqking ifa^thrs Girctfrnftance' 

^Ttfccirtmonicej^'whfckJe^^ands-jltid f^\m^ \vl 

warter. 

^ " Sixth 



, ^^ Si:^ experiment oa^marciiiy aduUtr^ 
with tin.^4^l!fae f{Mrit thermometer being plung^ 
into thjs mB^xkry^Hkyod at i^:Vfhen the mercury 
waa ffozen round it» bulb. > • - 

*' Seventii experiment /on: puvified raer^ury^ 
iirasontbe i€thbf January n7dd^'i(a nepitHionof 
a former one) innlie. prefenc^ of -profeiTora Palla^ 
and Ferbcbryland.tybher.gebtkniim. I p)^g^ 
the ipirit fhtixpiQmet<Sr ihtv/i*jK3j^fi,0{:Wir^^ 
berger's vivified mercury, and it fell to S2 fUr 
gree3:bek>w{0((whilit^lheinercjtiQ^ wad freezing, 
and remaiii^d there af^^rdt beeame folid fi^ long 
as it ilobd ia the frigorific mixture. ^ I then dr^w 
the thermbnketer out of the tube- with it$ )>ulb 
froze rinta |ii&mercury» and hung it onax^ail ia 
the jdpea iatir ; the metal melted ilojr ly - m drops, * 
and the Ipirit Kill kept gt ths fiiine p)t)rnt until the 
greater part was. thawed./.: We Hi^^i^d tlvefejex- ^ 
p€rimpni8.byirying N^idi jdie^^[>frijt^^^ 
what degree 'xi£>icold wH^p^dAUefd.by .arfr^.fri- 
gorifip rhatixiei o^ch Itppeaf od. W .be? ji^;9f d^ 
grees^hiddw ou^I - ; .: :.\ "i ')•) :• .•'^ ■. ,'} j 

M JF^tsocatJbeVhole of thefeetl^ I a^l difr 

pofed toctmchzde, that th^ freeing peintx>f mer^ 
<niryi^ at 3^ degiees: below o:on R^^umur's; therr 
momel!er^x)tj40:ef Fafaiienheit^ .and thatci^mon 
mercmiyrdass hat freeze, with a te& degi[ee 9f cold 
than^piaeJraeicufy; '. r - . ; ^ 

/^£igbth;experiB»eift; — February 15-^795, afa- 

. ,. :i> vouraWe 



^ourable cold of i & degrees offering thiA e v^^mg^ 
Kre ^aced in the mixture fome revivified mgr^ 
ctwy, twice difttlled with fixed alkali by Win- 
terberger, a preparation yhich* haa been laid 
to refift a greater . degree of cold than the 
others ; but it ffozG in «i minutes tKwStly at a« 
decrees of Reaumur's mercurial therraM»meber> ia 
the fitifc glafs (^ cold mixture, and £fferdfd no 
le^fe^m all the other Ibrts c^aqpt theifolloir* 

hif. - 

" Ninth experiment.'*— Mercury purifi€id>tritfa 
tiitinlony ftozt in two diflferent leMperioicatB at 
50 degt^es with a fptrit the'rmoinetei^ and in one 
With a mercurial themicmieter dfc S^ digrcOy fo 
that theife appears a difpoiition in this pn^aration 
to freeite wititl alefs degree of cold than the otheis ; 
but it iHuft be remarked) tixat it has a blackiih 
dull colour and fluggifh Motion . 

" Tenth experimenlt.-^Mn Cx)%e being curi^ 
ous to tiy the malleafaility of mercuty diiiilied 
with alkaii, which has a blight and fluid appear^ 
ance, I froze fbme of it in a tube» at the fame 
lime cooling the hamtber in the refrigetasit mix- 
ture, fo as to su^uim the fame temperature aa the 
' lVo2en mercury, def<inding the iron firoai the ac^ 
tion of the nitrous acid by means of a g^ada cy^ 
limler^ This mercury bore ievend fizolces of the 
cold hammer, flattening like a.leadenbulict* 

" Elev^th expcriment-^i laftly fio» fix 

drachms 
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dmckms is^comtnon mereury, eomaifiiftg twelve 
times as much tin foil as in experiment the flkth ; 
but even this ipiantity of alloy, -irhich rendered 
it almoft All amalgama, did not difpofe it to freeze 
with lefs than 32 degrees of Reaumur. 

" Febraary 16^ O.S.-^A xroW of 24 degrees 
offering moil uQexpe6^1y this morning, fo late 
in 'the ftafon^ and another experiment being 
foggeftod to me by an^ iagen^oiiB friend, Mr* 
ftomme^ to put the point of congelatfon of im^ 
pun «bercury itiU in a clearer light, I tried it 
about mid-day, when the cold was diminiihed 4 
degrees in the fliade. 

** Mr. Romiue remariced, that mercury teke» 
^p mudhmore biflnuth than tin without lofing 
its fluidity or colour, and as bifmuth is a metal 
oftner ufed to adulterate it, and difficult to be 
fepai^ted) he thought a mixture of them was a 
proper fubje& <^ experiment to decide the quef* 
tion« I laccordingly prepared an amalgama ib 
thick, that it filvered glafe like a mirror by metc^ 
ly ruxmifig over it^ and adhered fo fail as not to 
be reinoved withbut fcmping. But the freezing 
point of this very impure mcrcuiy was the fame 
as the others ; viz. se degrees of Reaumur, by 
the mercurial thermometer. The fpirit thermos 
Sneter being employed to try the cold of the fri- 
gori£i<^ mixture, to my furprize fell no lower ^n 

the 



the oihe^ thermomeferrinfertediin tbe m^cury 
contained as ufoal ia ar?tubi?.> : /.;;; i : - 

'^ Thus ended xtty jwcpetimcnats itW* fa^fop J 
and! may venture to 'di*aw theif^rilj^wmg infei^- 
rences: ! ■ . . \ "rirlj . 

" The point of cctogeUtmjof MCteuty i^r at 
rsadc^rces below.o jon; Aeaumut ^ » 

" There ^peairi^ no.'d^erence in th« poixtt of 
cofagj^ation of {miified:,and comniaatoercuiy^ 
-eKciiptxme preparation: with antimanfy, :iirhtdl 
&e9ns.to congeal with a Ms degree of cold tban 
jtlL the others. 

" In fome circumftances mtKtkry^iSi^y be cool* 
red.j>^»r its freezing point, witbtut lofitigits 
;flttidity,'? evm. as- fir^ris 5| degrees^: whilft : Ae 
:port)on in ^vhiph the bijlb of the thomonieter is 
plunged, becojne^ fojii^. - . , 

. .".Tbefe: experiments do noi^ffe&i the.acedit 
of the mercurial thermometer, a# an accurate iur 
firument for meafuring the degrees <^ heat fnm 
the |ioint.of boilling water to that of the conge* 
lalaon .of mercury ; but no condufioQS eon be 
drawn from its motions below this point, as^thej 
dq)efkt on the contraction of the metal in a folid 
ftate, which ought ta be carefully diftinguiihed 
irom tiiie contradion which takes place whilft it 
preferves its fluidity; therefore the ideas w,t 
have formed, of the cold obtaining in the habited 

countries 



C. 6. CONGELATiOiJ-OF MERCURr. iQ'i 

countries near the poles, and the aftonifliing 
pow(2r of animals to refill it, inuft be erroneous *^ 
fis they have been taken from the extraordinary 
defcent of the mercury in thfe thermometeiv 
which we now know is derived from the con* 
tradion of the mercury when frozen, and not 
from fuch an extraordinary degree of cold, which 
if it had taken place, mull have deftroyed the 
whole fyfteiT) of organized bodies^ 

" We cannot, according to our prefeht know.* 
ledge of the fubje6lj aflert,. that a much greatei^ 
degree of cqld exifts than the point of the con* 
gelation of mercury; no other inftrument having 
been employed to afcertain it than the mercurial 
therniometeF) which is now proved of no autho-* 
rity below 3 a degrees of ReaumUr, 

" But it appears, that a thennometei* filled 
with highly reftified fpirits of wine preferves its 
fluidity in a cold 6f 86 degrees of Reaumur, or 47 
of Fahrenheit, and probably iu a greater, which 
niay therefore be employed in noitheni climates 
with more advantage than one lijiled with mer-^ 

cury» . . 

" Th6 liirpriiing coincidence in the freezing 

* Sir Charles Blagden ingeniouiiy infers^ froiQ %. cotnpiiriibn of 
x\atural cdd, during a ft rits of years, at Albany Fort^ meaAired bv 
d fpirit thenhometer, ahd of artificial cold pr<5duced by freezing 
inixturesy that lihe extreme of artifit:ial cold produced by fnow and 
iiitrotts acid correfponds pretty exa^ly with the extreme of natiX' 
jtal cold in the molt rigorous climates, which can be well inhabit-' 
ed $ and does not fexc^ed 46^ of a ftanciard mercurial thermomettr 
of Fahrenheit. Phil. Tranfec; vol. Ixxiii. p. 3«f. 

veLi ir; o of 
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of mercury congeled in Siberia by natural cold, 
with that efFeded by means of artificial cold, 
merits attention, as they both fix the freezing 
poilit of mercury at 32 of Reaumur; profeffot 
Laxman, particularly ill a late paper to the Im- 
perial Academy, declares, that he found common 
mercuiy conftantly become folid at 210 of De 
Lifle (32 of Reaumur), and that in 1.782, it con- 
tinued folid for two months together. Dr. Pallas 
alfo, in the third volume of his Travels, mentions 
the fame phaenomenon taking place about the 
fame part of the fcale." 

In addition to Dr. Guthrie's remarks, I fhall 
offTBr a few obfervations* 

From a careful review of Mr. Hutchins's ex- 
periments, and a comparifon of the thermometers 
which he employed on that occafion, Mr. Ca- 
vendifli * concludes, that the true point at M'-hich 
quickfilver froze on Mr. Hutchins's thermome- 
ters, graduated according to the fcale Fahren- 
heit, was 40 J and a thermometer adjufted in the 
mariner recommended by the Committee of the 
Royal Society, freezes in 38^, or, in w^hole num- 
bers, 39 below freezing point, or 31^ of Reau- 
mur, which anfwers to the conclufion drawn "by 
Dr. Guthrie from his experiments, eftimating the, 
point of mercurial congelation at 32 of Reau- 
mur, or 40 below of Fahrenheit. 

As the degree pf artificial cold requifite to 

* Philof. Tnm&ftions, voK Uxiii. p. x. page 321. 

CODgeJc 
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coBgele quickftlver M'as greatly mifconceived 
and exaggerated, a fimilar mifconception alfo 
prevailed with refpeft to the degree of natural 
cold neceflary to the fuccefs of the experiment. 

According to ptofeffor Braun, the degree of 
natural cold ought not to be lefs than 190 of De 
Lifle^ or 1 7 below of Fahrenjieit : that opinion 
Was generally adopted bp the naturalifts of Ruf- 
lia, and when the mercury in the thermometer 
flood above that point, they conceived it need- 
lefs to attempt the experiment 

Dr. Guthrie, however, proves, that tlie con- 
gelation fuccceded in a cold not exceeding of 
Fahrenheit ; and fubfequent experiments made at 
Oxford by Mr. Walker fhew, that a very fmall 
degree of natural cold is fufficient to obtain for 
the frigorific mixture the degree of cold necefla- 
ry to congele quickfilver. Mr. Walker froze 
quickfilver in a mixture of equal parts of vitrio- 
lic acid and ftrong fuming nitrous acid with 
fnow, the temperature of the atmofphere being 
only at 30, or 2 degrees below freezing point. 
He ha3 alfo ihewn, that it may be even froz^en in 
fummer, in \he hotteft climates, by a particular 
combination of the frigorific mixtures, without 
the ufe of ice *. 

^ Walker's Bxperiinents on the t^rodaaioii of* Artificial Cold, 
thil. Trail, vol. Ix3tviii. p. 3^5.— Alfo Walker's Bxperiments oil 
the Congelitidn of Quickfilver in Englatidi Phik>f« Traiifa6tioiis 
for 1789^ vol. Ixxix. part 2, p. 1994 

OS . lihall 
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I fliall clofe this cha{)ter with fome curious 
experiments made in Siberia by Dr. Pallas, for 
afcertaining the difference of the heat in animals 
during their torpid knd natural dates. 

Pallas haying made an incifion into the abdo- 
men of a hedge-hog, during its torpid ftate, and 
placed Fahrenheit's thermometer in the belly, 
the mercury rofe only to 39f ; and the animal 
gave no more figns of feeling, than if a&ually 
dead, as well whilft the incifion was making, as 
when the wound was fewing up ; the animal being 
conveyed immediately into a warm room, gra- 
dually recovered from its lethargy, and walked 
about the chamber with as much infenfibility as 
if no operation had been performed. 

Pallas kept this hedge-hog in his houfe from 
December to the end of March ; and although 
the heat of the apartment was feldom under 60 
degrees, yet it eat no food, and was never out of 
its torpid ftate, except once or twice, when it 
was placed behind the ftove, in a heat from 7 7 to 
80. Roufed by that expedient, it was awakened 
from its lethargy, took a few turns about the 
roonij and eat a few morfels ; but fpon lay down 
ugain, and paiied its torpid months ns nature 
ordains. 

Probably the bodies of thefe animals, which 

lleep during winter, arc gradually prepared for the 

torpid -ftate by a deficiency of food^ an4 a cbnfe* 

2 quient 
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quent dhninution of natural heat ; for, a thermo- 
meter plunged in the bellies of marmots and 
hedge-hogs in their natural ftate, rofe to 76, 79, 
81, 86, 88, 99, and99x> namely, from 364^ degrees 
to 50 higher than it rofe when plunged into the 
bdly of the hedge-hog in its torpid ftate. 

The following fa6l alfo feems to illuftrate the 
eonje&wrCf that a certain ftate of body predifpofea 
to a torpid ftate. A tame marmot, which had 
become extremely fat during fummer in the pror 
feffor's houfe, continued awake during the whole 
winter, although expofed to the fame cold which 
threw the whole fpecies into their torpid ftate in 
that part of Siberia ; nor was the do6lor able to 
render it torpid, even with the affiftance of 
the ice-eellar, wherein he fometimes confined it 
during feveral days. 

By comparing this experiment with the fleep- 
ing hedge-hog, which Pallas was not able to roufe ■ 
during the whole winter, except for very fhort 
intervals, though expoftd to a heat of between 
77 and 80 degrees ; it feems to follow, that a 
certain ftate of body is necqflary to affift natiire 
in laying afleep ^ome animals, to which they are 
gradually brought by a deficiency of nourifh- 
ment at the beginning of winter, when they 
ihut up their holes, and retire to reft from in- 
ftinft ; and that the impulfe of the circulation 
and animal fpirits, arifing fropi heat or nutrition, 

o i fuperfedes 
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fijperfedes the neceflity of the torpid ftate, and 
prevents their falling afleep. 

It is alfo a curious circumftancc in the oeco-^ 
nomy of nature, that Pallas found . the heat of 
birds more confiderablethan that of quadrupeds ; 
namely, from 103 to ni degrees; a wife ar- 
rangement of Providence, in proportioning the 
heat of the winged tribe to thefuperior cjold ob- 
taining in that part of the atmofphere where 
they range. 



"« ^ L 
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Palace and gardens of Tzarikoe-Zelo.-^Oranienbaiim.— Hiftory of 
Prince Mcntchikof.r-Fortref8.— Apartments of Peter III.— Pa- 
lace and gardens of Peterhof.— >Dutch houie built by Peter the 
Great.— Schluirelbiu:gh.—Origm9 hiftoiy, and defcripUon of th^ 
fortrefs, 

THE feafon of the year being far advanced 
on our arrival at Peterfburgh, we had no 
time or opportunity to viiit many places in the 
neighbourhood of that capital, yet wecontrived, 
before the approach of winter, to make excur- 
fions to Tzarftoe-Zelo, Oranienbaum, Peterhof, 
and Schluffelburgh. 

Tzarlkoe-Zelo, an imperial palace, fifteen miles 
from Peterfburgh, is the favourite fummer refi- 
dence of the emprefs, where ihe lives in a more 
retired manner than at Peterhof. This palace, 
built by Elizabeth, is a brick edifice ftuccoed 
white,, of difproportionate length, and in a hea- 
vy ftyle of architefture. The capitals of the 
outfide pillars, as alfo many of the other exterior 
ornaments, together with the wooden ftatues 
which fupport the cornice and ^dorn the roof, 
are all gilded, and exhibit a tawdry appearance. 
The apartments are large and magnificent : fome 
fitted up in the pld ftyle of gaudy profufion ; 

Q 4 others 
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t>thers in a lefs fplendid, but more elegant tafte, 
by the prefent; emprefs. One room is much adr 
mired, being i:ichly incmftfcd with amber, a 
pi-efejit from the king of Pruffia. 

Having viewed the palace, we walked round 
the gardens, which are laid out in the EngliiOi 
taflte, and agreeably diverfificd with lawn, wodd, 
and M^ater. Among feveral bridge?, we were par- 
ticularly ftruck with one, bujlt after t^ie model 
of Lord Pembroke's Palladian bridge at Wilton. 
It is exa6Hy of the fame fize, but more magnifi? 
qent, the lower part being of granite, and the 
colonade of marble. The marble was hewil and 
worked in Siberia by an Italian artift, who em^ 
ployed nine years in pompleting it : from Sibcr 
ri^ it was tranfportcd by water to Peteriburgh, 
and from the capital to Tzarfkoe-Zelo by land. 
It was a pleafing fatisfaftion to obferye our 
works of tafte introduced into thefe diflant and, 
formerly, inhofpitable regions. Several build- 
ings were fcattered about the gardens, raifed 
in honour of thofe perfons who diftinguijQied 
themfelves in the imperial fervice. Among thefe 
I remarked a triu^nphal arch to prince Orlof, for 
checking the progrefs of the plague at Mof- 
cow; a bailding to Count Alex^y Orlof, iu 
memory of the naval viftory at Tchefme ; and 
an obelifk tq Marflial Romantzof, for his fuc- 
peffes againfl the Turks. 

Our 
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Our next excurfion was to Peterhof, Oranien- 
baum and Cronlladt *. 

The road lay at a finall diftance from the Gulf 
of Fiiiland, at firft through a flat diftrift, chiefly 
Aiarihy, producing pafture and little corn. On 
our left extended a ridge of low hills, which 
once formed the boundary of the Gulf, when it 
fpread over a larger fpace than it covers at pre* 
fent. We afcended this ridge ; obferved on our 
left the convent of St. Sergius, and on our right 
the palace of Strelna, begun by Elizabeth, but 
never finiflied. About four miles further we 
pafled by Peterhof; and proceeded to Oranien- 
baum, through a country covered with foreft. 

The palace of Oranienbaum, near the Gulf of 
l^inland, at the diftance of 27 miles from Peters- 
burgh, was erefted by prince' Mentchikof, in the 
meridian of a power, to which fcarcely any fub- 
je6l but himfelf has ever arrived. The rife of 
this extraordinary man is varioufly related by 
different authors. Some affert that he was ap- 
prentice to a paftry-cook, and fold pies in the 
llre^ts of Mofcow ; that Peter flopping to con- 
verfe with him, was ftruck with his ready-wit 
and quick repartees, took him into his fervice, ' 
and advanced him; by rapid protnotions, to the 
height of favour which he afterwards enjoyed : 

* Cronftadt will be defcribed in the chapter which treats of the 
Kufllan navy. See Book VI. in the next volume. 

Others 
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others declare, that he was the fon of a groOm 
belonging to the court, and was cafually plac- 
ed about the perfon o£ the emperor*. Both 
thefe accounts, however contradiftory to each 
other, fufficiently ihow the uncertainty of hi^ 
orio-in ; and indeed it is no wonder that the ge- 
nealogy of an upftart favourite ihould not be ex- 
aftly traced. ^ The earlieft account upon record 
concerning him is, that, in 1687, he was one of 

» the youths t. whom Peter formed into a corps, 
and difcipUned after the European manner. The 
young tzar was only fifteen years old, and Ment- 

Jchikof, then known by the name. of Alej^afcay 
or Littk Alexander, of the fame age ; and being 
remarkably a6live in his exercife, was obferyed 
by Le Fort, and recommended to Peter. Several 
perfons of this company were afterwards promot- 
ed very high in the Ruffian fervice, and many 
circuipftances concurred to forward the advance? 
ment of Mentchjkof. He rendered himfelf re- 
markably ufeful to the tzar in his plans of refor- 
mation ; he paid particular attention to foreign- 
ers, whom Peter wa^j continually drawing into 

• The former opinion, that he was a paftry-cook's boy, feems 
to be the moft probable, as it is preferred by Weber, Manftein, 
Bruce. 

-^ Muller's Nachricht von der Urfprunge des Preobafchenkirchen» 
&c. in Journal of St. Peterfburgh for March, 1778, p. 173. Furft 
Mcnzikow war einer den- erften Potcfchnii. Sec aJfo Manfteini 
p. II. 

- his. 
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his fervice ; he ftudied his mailer's charafter and 
temper, and knew how to fubmit to the grofleft 
infults. " The tzar/' fays Gordon, who was 
himfelf an eye-witnefs ^^ often kicked him pub- 
licly, and beat him like a dog ; fo that the by* 
fianders concluded him undone ; buUalways next 
morning the peace was made up, which people 
believed could not proceed but from fome pre* 
ternatural caufe*." 

One infiance of hb implicit obedience to the 
cemmai\ds <jf the tzar, and dexterity in perform- 
ing t^em, is recorded by Korb, fecretary to the 
Auftrian embafly. Peter was accuftomed to affift 
at the examination of the prifoners who were ac^- 
cufed.of high treafon, and was prefent at the 
tortures infliAed to force confeffion ; he fre- 
4juently attended at their execution ; fometimes 
performed the office of executioner f, and occa- 
iionally configned that tafk to his favourites and 
principal nobles^ Soon after the infurreftion of 
the Strelitz in 1698, Peter fcprnfully reproached 
many of the nobles who trembled at being com- 
pelled to behead fome rebels; adding; in a ftrain 

• Gordon's Life of Peter, vol. 11. p. 278. Korb alfo iayj, 
*^ Alexafcam vero favoritam fuum, gladioaccixi6him inter trlpudia 
deprehendens, deponendi gladil morem mfli6to colapho docuit; 
«ijus impetum fanguis ex naribus abuhde defiua« fatis teftatus eft.** 
p- 84/ 

t *' Quinque rebellium capita a nobUffimi Mojlovi^f mam iecuri 
fffe amputata/* Kerb Diarium^ p* 170. ^ 

of 
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of fanguinary juftice, " No viftim is more ac- 
ceptable to the Deity than a wicked man." 
Mentchikof, howeveiv did not labour under fuch 
delicate feelings; for, as a prelude to the execu* 
tionof 150 Strelitz, he drove through the ftreets 
of Mofcow in a fledge brandifliiug a naked 
fword * , and boafted of his adroitnefs in cutting 
off twenty heads. He did iiot^ however, acquire 
the confidence of Peter merely by a^ of buf- 
foonery and cruelty, but by his fuperior abilities, 
iboth as a ftatefman and a foldierf. Being 
chofen by the emperor for the companion of his 
travels, he was created prince of the German em- 
pire, and rapidly elevate^ to the higheft employ- 
ments botli in the civil and military line. On 
particular occafions he was even permitted to 
perfonate his fovereign, by giving public audi- 
ence to foreign embafladors; while Peter, averfc 
to the pomp of royalty, appeared as a private 
perfon inhis fuite. So great indeed was the af- 
cendency which this favourite acquired over the 
emperor, as to occafion a report among the Ruf- 
fians, that he fafcinated by witchcraft the inind 
of his mafter. 

'^ Qfiendit adhuc eo *vejj^refiepe M3tts Alexander ^ carpeuto per om- 
nia urbis compitta fvedus^ creberrimd nuM enfis oftentatione, quam fan- 
guinolentam eraflmi diet tragcediam expeSaret. Crudelicr Alexafca de 
Sfiginti decuj/is capiJJUbus gloriabatur. Korb. p. 3^0. 

t At the battle of Pultawa he had three horfes fliot under him. 

On 
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On the death of Peter the power of Mcatchi* 
cof was ftill more unbounded. Catharine, 
chiefly indebted to his afliftance for her elevation 
to the throne, gratefully rcfigned to him the fole 
adminiftration of affairs; his authority conti- 
nued undiminiihed to the moment of her de- 
ceafe, and the claufe in her will * , by which flie 
ordered her fucceffor Peter 11. to efpoufe the 
prince's daughter, was at once a proof of his af- 
cendency and her gratitude. 

His intrigues and power, his ambition and 
arrogance, his difrefpeftful behaviour to Peter 
11. f and the peculiar circumftances of his dif- 
grace are related in the Memoirs of Manftein J . 
Being arretted, in September, 1'727, he was im- 
prifoned at Berefof, a fmall town upon the river 
Oby, in a wooden hovel inclofed with pallifa- 
does, where he ended his di^ys. He jTupportcd 



\. 



* Gordon fuppofes that this will was forged by prince Mentchi- 
kof : a fuppoiition for which there is not the leaft proof. We muft 
dillinguiih between thofe parts of Gordon's hiftory, which relate to 
events while he was in Rufiut, and the others which he wrote after 
he quitted that country in 1 7 1 1 • He fpeaks worie of prince Me nt- 
chikof than he kerns to deferve, and particularly arraigns his 
courage. 

+ Munic giVes, amongft others, the following inftances of his 
arrogance, " Lorfquil ccrivoit au jeune empereur il le traitoit de 
fiUet fbus-iignQit la lettre: Votre Pere Menfchikow. Aux eglifes ^ 
il fe mettoit a la tribui^c dc TEmpereur," &c. Ebauche, &c. p. 6j. 

X P. 2. to p. I3« 

his 



his difgrace with firmnefs and refignatioti * : he 
received i daily allowance of ten roubles, from 
which he even fated a fufflciency to build a 
wooden church, and stmufed himfeif by affifting 
the workmen itl the conftrudion. He furvived 
hi$ fall two years and five months^ dying in No-' 
vember, 173&, 6f an apoplexy t - 

The wife of prince Meiitchikofy affe^d with 
her hufband's difgrace, became blind with weep-* 
ing, and expired on th^ road to Berefof. Ona 
of his daughters died before her father in prifon ; 
and his furviving fon and daughter were releafed 
at the acceffion of the emprefs Anne. The 
daughter was married to Guftavus Biren, bro-' 
ther to the duke of Courland, and the fon, pro- 
moted in the firmy. A. grandfon of prince 
Mentchikof is now living: he is an officer in 
the Ruffian army, and inherits the name, but 
neither the riches or power, of his grandfather. 

Soon after the fall of Mentchikof, the palace 
pf Oranienbaum was converted into an hofpital 
for failors; but was afterwards chofen by Peter 
the Third for his favourite refidence. The body 
of the edifice was built by Mentchikof, and con- 
fills of t^o {lories, containing a range of fmall 
apartments; the wings, which are long buildings 
of one ftorv, were added by the emperor. ^ 

• Manftein, p, lo. 

f See Schmidt Matcrialien, p. 248. 

Faffing 
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Paffiug from the palace to the fortrefs, we ob- 
ferved a miniature model of a citadel, made by 
order of Peter III. when he firil contrafted a 
fondnefs for military ftudies, for the purpofe of 
learning praftical fortification. The fortrefs^ 
which is furrounded with a ditch and rampart, 
and ftrengthened with baftions, was raifed by 
Peter when great-duke,^ and contains a build- 
ing called the governor's houfe, which he gene- 
rally inhabited himfelf, and into which he ad- 
mitted only his officers and favourites, while his 
court refided in the palace. Near it were bar- 
racks for a fmall'garrifon,'fome wooden houfes 
for the principal officers, and a fmall Lutheran 
chapfel, where the Holftein foldiers alTeTtibled for 
divine fervice. The governor's houfe is a brick 
building fluccoed, with four windows in front, 
and contains tight fniall rooms. It remains ex- 
aftly in the fame flate as during the life-time of 
the emperor, neither the furniture, nor^ the bed, 
in which he flept the night preceding his depo- 
fition, being removed. The bedftead was fur » 
nifhed with curtains of pink and filver brocade, 
ornamented with plumes of red and white fea- 
thers, and the coverlet was of white fatin. Ad- 
joining is a neat cabinet, hung with light brown 
filk, upon which were feveral figures worked by 
the emprefs. - 

From the fortrefs we were conduced to -a 
' ^ large 
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large gallery of pictures, colle6led by the em- 
peror. Among feveral portraits of that unfor- 
tunate prince, one was pointed out to us as a 
ftriking refemblance : he is painted in his Hol- 
ftein uniform; the complexion is fair, and the 
hair Ught; there is no e^preffion in the features, 
and the countenaace is effeminate. 

In the garden is an elegant pavilion, con- 
flruded by order of the emprefs when great- 
duchefs ; it contains eighteeij apartments, each 
furniflied in the ftyle of different countries, and 
is fituated in the midft of a thick plantation. 
The approaches being circular, we had not the 
leaft glimpfe of the building until we arrived ; 
and as it generally caufes an emotion of fur- 
prize, it has, for that reafon, received the app^- 
lation of Ha ! 

In the gardens of Oranienbaum is an extra- 
ordinary building, denominated the Mountain 
for fledges, called alfo by fome travellers the 
JFlying Mountain. It ftands in the middle of 
an oblong area, enclofed by an open colonade 
half a mile in circumference, fupporting a flat 
roof, which is railed for the accommodation of 
fpeftators. The flying mpuntain is a long 
wooden ftruflure, fupported on brick walls, re* 
prefenting an undulating fuiface of ground, oi* 
a mountain compofed of three principal declivi- 
ties, gradually diminiiliing in height> with inter- 
mediate 
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mediate fpaxres refembling /vallies: from the 
fummit of the (bii^ure to the further extremity 
IS a floored way> in which three {larallel grooves 
are formed. A fmall carriage, coMaining oua 
perfon, being placed in the center groove upont 
the higheft point, ruihes with great rapidity 
don^ti the firft declivity; the velocity acquired 
in tlie defccnt carries it up the fecond and third, 
and it glides fwiftly to the extremity of the area; 
it is then placed in one of the fide grooves, and 
^rawn up to the fummit by means of a windlafs. 
To a perfon unacquainted with the mecha- 
nifm of this fmgular ilrudure, this entertainment 
would appear tremendous; but as the grooves 
always keep the carriage in a due equilibrium, 
there is not the leaft danger of being overturn* 
ed. At the top of the flying mountajin are 
handfome apartments for the accommodation of 
the court and principal nobility; and there is 
^Ifo room for many thoufand fpedatots within 
the colonade and upon the roof. Near the fly« 
ing mountain * is a fpaciovs amphitheatre, in 
which tournaments are ufually exhibited. 

Peterhof is feven miles from Oranienbaum, 
and twenty from the capital : the palace was be- 
guji by P^ter the Great, and finiflied by Eliea* 

* Pr. King, in his Effay on the Effeds of Cold^ ha$ defcribed 
tnotker kind of Flying Moontain, inrhkh was ere^fd at TxarOcoe^ 
Zelo: it wa$ taken dovmwhm I ^w the place* 

i> beth. 
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beth. It is'feated upon an ethineiice, arid 6om- 
iharids a Taperb view of Cronftadt, Peterlburgh, 
the intervening gulf, and thfe oppofite coaft of 
Ca'i^elia; it is magnificeMiy furriifhed, and the 
fuite of apartments" is princely. Theprefence- 
chamber is ornaitiented with the portraits of the 
fovereigns who governed Riiffia fince 1 6 1 3. The 
moft confpicuous is a whole length of Catharine 
the Second, making her triumphant entry into 
Peterfburgh, the evening of the revolution which 
placed her upon the throne. She is rieppefented 
drcffed in the uniform of the guards, with a 
branch of oak in her hat, a drawn fword in her 
hand, and mounted on a white fteed. 

The gardens of Peterhof have been celebrated 
for tafte and elegance; and from the fiumber of 
jet d'eaus, fouiltains, bafons, cafcades, and par- 
terres, have been compared to thofe of Verfailles. 
Thefe gardens, which, at the time of their for- 
mation, were greatly admired in this country, 
though not congenial to the tafte of the emprefs, 
arefuffered to remain in their . prefent ftate; as 
during furbmer her majefty principally refides at 
Tzarfkoe-Zelo, M^here the grounds are difpofed 
in a rfiore modern and pleafing mannerV I fliall 
not detain the reader with a defcription of filver 
dolphins and gilded ftatues^ which ar^fcattered 
in great profufion ; but I cannot omit a childiih 
conceit of two gladiators placed in a bafon of 

water: 
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water : they are reprefented, not with the ancient 
weapons, the fword' and buckler, but with thd 
niore modem inftTuments of war, a brace of 
piftbls, which they level at each other in hoftile 
attitudes, and the water riiihes impetuoufly from 
the barrels. 

Part of the garden lies between the palace and 
the gulf, and contains, among other building^, a 
houfe fituated on the margin of the water, which 
is worthy of particular obfervation, becaufe it 
was the favourite retreat of Peter L As the 
houfe and furniture have been prefervcd with re-^ 
ligious veneration in their original ftate, we cart 
form fome idea of the plain and frugal fimplicity 
in which that great monarch was accufiomed to 
live. This houfe being built foon after his return 
from Holland, and fitted up in the taile of that 
country, was known by the appellation of £hd 
Dutch houfe : he ufed alfo to call it Monplaifir^ 
the name by which it i^ now diftinguiihed. Being 
fubjedl to fevers, he imagined the fea^air * be-^ 

neficial 

• << Le casar prit a R%a use forte attaqtke de fi^vre duKide. Pour 
%*tn jemettre, il fe logea une haitaine de jours dans uil vaifltao. A 
ion avisj Tair des eaux reftaurait la iant6. Peu de joumto pafltes 
fans le refpirer. Se levant au point da jour, et dinant a onze heures 
di^ matin, il avait coutftme de faire un fommeil apres le r6pat. Ua 
lit de repos pour cet n(a^ <tait drefle dans la fr^gatte, et il y allait 
en toute faifon. Meme lorfqu'iirejoumaiten^tea PeterihofF, Tair 
des vaftet jardins de ce pabds Ini fembUiit ^u^et il coucfaait a Mm^ 

9 t flaifir^ 
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neficial to his canilitutioii, aad for that reafon 
caufed this iinaU houfe to be placed clofe to the 
Gulf of Finland* It is of brick, of one ftoxy, 
and roofed with iron, the windows reach ftom 
the ground to the tof^^ which, added to the length 
and lownefs of the building, give it the appes^- 
ance of a green-houfe. The habitable part con- 
£fis of a hall and fix fmall rooxns, which are fur* 
nifhed in the neateft and plained manner. The 
isantlepieces are ornamented with curious old 
porcelain, which he greatly prized as being 
brought into Rufliawhen the communication was 
firft opened with China; The bed-room is fmall, 
white-waflied, and the floor, covered with a co- 
loured fail-cloth. It contains a barrack-bed- 
iiead without curtains, and I obferved that the 
iheets were remarkably fine. The galleries on 
each fide, and two fmall rooms, are hu^ig with 
pidures of thf^ Dutch and Flenufii fchools; 
among thefe were feveral portraits of himfelf 
under the charafter . of mailer Peter, w hen he 
worked at Sardam; and one of his favourite 
miftrefs, the beautiful Dutch girl. 

Being anxious to vifit every remarkable place 
in the neighbourhood of this city, I went to 

flaiJlTf maiibiiy dont les flots des la mer lavent un cot4 et dont 
Tautre Confine au grand pirc dc Pctcrflioff. C*^it Ik t€ttsatt fe- 
"vorite. 11 Tavait meubli^e de tableaux flamans, r^pr^/entant des 
ib^nes champ^tres tt Iharitimes^ plailantes pour la pll^part.** Baf* 
fcvitz, in B. H: M. EC. *p.'3 JQ. 

^ Schluffel- 
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Schluflelburgh ; a fortrefs often mentioned in 
the Ruffian hiftory, and celebrated for the num- 
ber and* rank of the flate prifoners >yho have 
l>een there confined. 

Schluflelburgh is 4o miles from Peterfburgh; 
the road runs the whole way by the fide of the 
Neva, which flows with a full ftream in a broaJ 
an J winding channel; the banks, which are fteep 
and high, are ftuddcd with villages, and country 
houfes impending over the water. The village 
of Schluflelburgh, which is fituatcd on each fide 
of the Neva, contains 500 wooden houfes, and 
s,8ob inhabitants. 

The fortrefs is built upon a fmall ifland of the 
Neva, at the point where it iflues from the lake 
Ladoga. The breadth of the ftream is three* 
qtiarters of a mile, and the current remarkably 
rapid. 

According to the Ruffian hiftorians, George 
Danilovitch, great-dufce of Mofcow, during an 
expedition againft Wiburgh in 1524, built a 
fmall fortrefs in the middle of this ifland, which 
was then called, from its oblong fliape, Orekof- 
iki Oftrof, or Nut Ifland ; from this appellaticte 
the fortrefs took its name of Orekovetch, which 
was corrupte;d into Orefliek. Being befieged 
and taken by Magnus king of Sweden, the Swedes 
tranflaled the name into their own language, 
and called it Noteboi^. It agjain came into the 

PS pofleffion 
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poffeffion of the Ruffians, who retained it until 
1614, when Guftavus Adolphus forced the garri- 
fon to capitulate. Since this period the Swedes 
encircled the whole ifland with a wall and bat- 
tlements. 

In 1 702 Peter advanced to the frontiers of 
Sweden with a confiderable army, and, after fe- 
veral inefFe6lual attempts againft Noteborg, fent 
prhice Galitzin, colonel of the guards, at the 
head of a fele6l corps, to take it by ftorrii. The 
troops being landed by means of rafts^, clofe to 
the fortifications, which advance almoft to the 
edge of the water, were expofed to fo dreadful 
a carnage, that Peter, conceiving the aflkalt im- 
practicable, fent orders 'for the Ruffians to re- 
tire., Galitzin refufed to obey. " Tell my fo-. 
vereisn," he added, '^ tliat I am no lonsrer his 
fubjeft; having thrown myfelf under the pro- 
teftion of a power far fup^rior to him." Then, 
turning to his troops, he .animated them b^ 
his voice and example, apd^ 'leading them tcrthe 
attack, fcaled the walls, and took the fortrefs. 
Peter, flruck with this exploit, faid to him, 
" Afk what you chufe, except Mofcow and Ca- 
tharine.'^ The prince, with a magnanimity 
which refle6is high honour on his chara6l;er, re- 
quefted the pardon of his ancient rival prince 
llepnin, who had been degraded by Peter from 
the rank of marilial to that of .a common fol- 

aier: 
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dier : he obtained his requeft, the confidence of 
his foyereign, the efteem of Repnin, and the ap* 
plaufe of the public * . 

Peter changed the name of the fortrefs into 
Schluflelburgh, becaufe, from the importance of 
the iituation, he confidered it as the key f of his 
conqueils. Trom this period it has continued 
in the pofleffion of the Ruffians : but has^ beetti 
jchiefly ufed for a flate-prifon. J - » 
k The ifland, wHich lies midway fbistwe^n the 
banks cif the Nevia^ isY>f an oblong Khape, Scarcely 
more than 600 yards in- length, and 260 in its 
gfeateft.breadth. The walls, which fkirtalmoft 
the wholci circumference, are built with ftone 
andbdtck, about fifty feet high, ftum eleven to 
;twenty thick, and itrengthened with battlements 
and round towers. We pal&d over a draw-bridge 
into the fortrefs,. which we examined/ but with* 
out being permitted to enter any pf the wards 
where the; prifonei^ are confined. A range of 
corridors enclofes a large area, and contains fe* 
veral dungeons for the prifoners. We: obferved 
the windows of thefe dungeons clofed with 
brick, leaving towards their top a vacant fpace 
of a few inches fquare, Avhich admits fo little 
light, that the unfortunate inhabitants have only 

• I received this anecdote from a defcendant of Prince Galit- 
sin, and ^e truth was confirmed by. many Htlflian noblemen. 

+ SchhiiTel in German fignifiei a key ^ and Peter afFefted to gJlrt 
many placet a German appellation. ^ ' * 

p 4 a kind 
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a kind of t.wilight gloom. In the middle of the 
area is the governor's houfe, and ^ fmail wooden 
cottage, wherein a ftate prifoner was confined. 
Further on we entered through a portcullis into 
the interior fortrefs, built by George Daliilo-* 
vitch; it is 140 feet fquare, open at top, with 
ftone walls remarkably high. Within is the 
AcU of a brick houfe of one ftory^ which reaches 
from one fide to the other, and contains eleven 
rooms, cuch fevente^n feet by twelve.. This 
houfe was built4iy order of Peter IIL with fuch 
expedition, that it was begun and brought to its 
prefent ftate in lefs than fix weeks; but his (ie^ 
pofition put an immediate (lop to its pfogre& • 
The conftruftion of fo large k building in fo fe-^ 
cure a plape, tod in fuch a fiinall fpace of tim^ 
has always been deemed a myftery; but there is 
great reafon to fuppofe that he intended It for 
his conlbrt, i^^hom he determined to divorce 
and imprifon. A few weeks before his depofi- 
tion, Peter vifited Schluflelburgh, land faw Ivan ; 
he examined this houfe with great attentioh, 
and feemed fatisfied with the expedition of th* 
workmen*. 

Several 

• Bufching fuppofes that Peter conftrufbed a houfe for prince 
Ivan in the fortrefs of Schloifelburgh. This can mean |io other 
jbou&than that de&ribed in the text* ^vvhich I apt convinced was 
deiigned for the emprcfts ^^^ Bufching probably did not know 

'that 



Seveiiil ftate prifontrs of high rank have been 
tonfiited in this fortrdk ; among the moft re-^ 
fiwrkabie are' MaJ:ia^ j fifier^ and , Eudocia f , 

firft 

Ikit Ivan was rdmoM to Kacholm tkt lieginning of Jant* Bnft 
ching,vol VI. p. 531. . , 

Sec the account of Prince tvan in Book V. chap. 2. in the next 
VtfltDtktf* Setetal authors ^ho have vriitten (ince the death of thfc 
eniptett, have advanced the fame opinion^ though without thl^ 
fmallcft foundation. In fuch myfterious tranfadlions as this, dif- 
ference of opinion muft occur. 

♦ Maria was imprifbned on fa(l>icion of being concerned with 
Ai^ify» vm agam releailKi, and died at Fettribiiighin 172 j. 

f Eudocia was efpoufed» in 1689, to Peterthe great, and wasdelU 
yered of Alexey in 1690. Her oppofition to Peter's plans of re- 
JbWiation, and rcmonfkrances againft his incontmence, occafioned 
her dlvotte^ which took j^ce in 1696} when ihe was compelled 
to affumc the veil, and confined in a convent at Sofdal. Daring 
her refidence in that convent, flie is reported to have fbrmed a con- 
nexion with general Giebof> and even to have entered into a con- 
txsuSt of marriage by exchanging rings* Encouraged by the predic- 
tions of the aichbiihop of Roftof, who^ from a dreajs, axinounced 
to her the death of Peter, and herlmmediate return to court u&doB 
the reigpi of her fon Alexty, (he re-afiinned, it was iaid, her keokt 
drefs, and vras publicly prayed for in the church of the ccMiwnt 
under the naipe of the emprefs Eudocia* Being conveyed fio MofV 
cow in I7i8» and examined^ ihe vras, by order of her inhum a n boT^ 
band, fcourged by two nuns, and imprifooed in a fimdlcell in tlie 
convent of New Ladoga, without being fuffered to fceany one bait 
^e pexfons who brought her food> which ihe drefled herfelf. From 
thence ihe vras removed to the fbrtreiii of SchluiTelb^^]^ Being 
leleafed on the acceflion of her grandfon Peter III. ihe repaired to 
Mofcow, vras preient at his coronation, as weU as that of die em« 
prefs Anne, and expired in the ][>evitchei nunneiy, whcyre ihe held 
her court, in 1731, in the 59th year of heri^ § . 

§ Scbmidt, 6ca. Tab. *w Ui Ku&OtC 
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firft wife, of Peter the Great, who was here im- 
prifoned in one of the moft gloomy cells* Count 
Piper, minifter to Charles XII. who was taken 
z% the battle of Pultava, died heris after a lin- 
gering captivity. Biren duke of Courland, and 
liegent of Ruffia, here exchanged the pomp of 
palaces for a loathfome dungeon; x and the ill- 
fa.ted Ivan, after an imprifonment of twenty- 
three years, here fuffered an untimely death * . 

Thefe melancholy ideas, heightened by the 
(dreadful gloom,, dead filence, and awful appear- 
ance .of a few folitary centinels, communicated 
fuch an impreffion as will not eafily be oblite- 
rated ; and even at this diftance of time and 
.plp.ce, I (h udder at the recollection of a Ruffiaa 

jlate-prifon. 

• •■ ' , 

This princefs, though certainly a weak woman; perhaps was not tk 
guilty as flic was reprcfented by Peten Mrs. Vigor, who iaw and 
€onTiBrfed with her at Mofcow in 173 1, aflures us, that Glebdf «<^an. 
derwent fuch repeated tortures, as it was thought no creature could 
Inve borne, with great coiiftancy, perfifting iii his own and her in-. 
nocenee during his torments. At laft the tzar^himfelf eartie to 
him, and isffered him pardon if he would confefs. He fj&it in the 
tzar's face, and told him, he fliould difdain to fpeak to him, but he 
thouf^t himfelf obliged to clear his miftrefs, who was as virtuous a. 
*K»nan as any in the world," &c. Letters from a Lady in Ruffian 
p. 44, 46. Alfo Voltaire^ Schmidt, &c. 

• For an accouat of his death fec/Bopk V, chap. a. 
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Dirine fcrvicc in the SclavoniaA and Greek tongue performed by 
the arcMnihop of Mofcow.-— Bleili&g df the watert.-*Publfe 
feaft giTeii to the populace.'«-I>ef6]:lptioii of the vapoui^batha. 

THE reader, in the prefent cliapter, will meet 
with accounts of various ceremonies and 

iialional cuftoms, which will follow eacfi other 

> 

in an unconneded detail, but which were too cu- 
rious to be omitted. 

During our ftay at Peterfburgh, one Sunday 
morning, at nine o'clock, we, in company wilJi 
Sir James Harris, had the honour of attending 
• prince Potemkin to the archbifliop of Mofcow, 
in order to Wprefent at a Sclavonian and Greek 
fervice. This learned prelate, whofe name is 
Plato, received iis with great politenefi, and, at 
ti>e clofe of a iliort converfation, conduced us 
into the church. On his entrance the chorifters 
be<yan a fhort hymn * , which they finifhed as he 
approached the ihrine : having then faid a fliort 
prayer, he placed himfelf upon a raifed feat in the 
middle of the church t; and taking off his 

• ^ The LofAVnape Upniied from liie rifing up of thefiu^tai 
Ac going down of the ftme.*' P61m cxiii. 3. 

f The bi(hopt alone have die privilege of robing themfclvet in 
the middle of the church: the common priefti put on their ecclefi- 
jiflifial veftmenit in|bc flurise. 

maAdya^ 
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ixuindyas, or common garment, the attendant 
priefts kiffed his hand, while they delivered to 
him the different parts of the coftly pontifical 
veftments^ which, in receiving, he raiied to his 
dips * , before'he inveftedhimfelf with them. He 
aMb' placed on his head a crown richly orha- 
piented with pearls and precious ftones. ^e 
were informed, that this drefs is fimilar to the 
imperiar robe, formerly worn by the Greek. eni- 
perors of Conftantinople, which they permitted 
the lupreme dignitaiies of the church to put on 
at.the timeof divine fervice; and the fame at- 
tire ftill continues to diftinguifli the hierarchy of 
the Greek church eftabliihed in Ruflia from the 

lower orders. / 

• • ■ '.* ■ • • ^ « • 

The archbifhop being robed, repaired to the 

flirine within the great folding-doOre, and foon af- 
terwards began the. celebration of divine M'orihip. 
l^art of the fervice was performed in the Sclavo- 
man tongue by the different priefls, and part by 
the archbiffiop in the Greek language, which he 
pronou:pced according to the accent of the mo- 
dem Greeks. In conformity to the rules of the 
church, no organ, or any other mufical inilru- 
ment, was introduced ; but the vocaf harmony, 
"^hi^^h coniHled in hymns, was exceedingly pleif- 
ing. Lighted tapers and incenfe feemed no lefe 

* til order to kiis the' crofs, which If embxx>Idcred upon each 
part of the drefs, *' 

■ ^ efTential 
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efifential parts of their wojUdp than among the 
Roman Catholics. 

Towards the -conclufion of the prayers, the 
imrchbiihop and tlergy retired into the ihine, to 
receive '^ the communion. The folding-doors 
were immediately fliut, and none of the laity * 
at that time partook of this rite; but we, as fttan- 
gers, were allowed to view what pafled through 
a fide-door that was left open for that purpofe. 
The cononimucants flood during the ceremony ; 
and the wine was, accordii^ to ufual cuiloni, 
mixed with warm water ; the breaify which was 
cut into fmall pieces, was put into the win^; and 
the elements of both kinds were given at the 
fame time in a fpoon. 

The whole fervice lafied about an hour : the 
archbifliop, haidng pronounced the final bene- 
di&ion, again feated himfelf in the middle of the 
church, diveftcd himfelf of his pontifical gar- 
ments, and clothed himfelf in his common robe. 
We then followed him to his houfe ; where we 
found a collation, confifting of an eel-pye, a 
jterlet, red and pickled herrings, and various forts 
of liqueurs and wines. After enjoying for fome 
time the intelligent and entertaining converfa- 

tion of the archbiihop, who fpoke fluently the 

* 

' *. Tlie la&fy gc&enliy t^^ceive the £tf xament once or tvrice in the 
year. ^ 

French 
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French t6tigue, we bade our acknowledgment, 
and retired. • 

Before our departure from the metropolis, we 
had an opportunity of being prefent at another 
religious rite of a more public nature, the blef- 
fing of the Waters ; which was performed on 
the 6th of January, O. S. January 17th, N^ S. 
though not with its ancient pomp and magnifi- 
cence. This ceremony ufed to be held upon the 
Ne^^a; on which occafion the forereign at- 
tended in perfon upon the ice, and all the regi-^ 
ments of guards were drawn out in great folem* 
. nity. . Its pomp, though ftill fplendid, is now 
much diminiflied; . . 

On the frozen furface of ^z iin%ll cahd, be 
twcen the admiralty and the palace, was ete€ted 
an odiagon pavilion of wt^od, painted green, and 
ornamented with boughs of fir : it was open at 
the fides, and crowned by a dome^ fupported by 
eight pillars. On the top was the figure of St. 
John with the crofs, and four* paintings, repre«- 
fenting fome miracles of our Saviour: in the 
infide a carved image of the Holy Spirit, under 
the eniblem of a dove, was fu%ended, as is ufual 
in the fan6iuaries of the Greek churches. The 
floor of this edifice was carpeted, excepting a 
fquare vacancy in the middle, in which an open* 
ing was cut in the ice, and a ladder let doilhi 
into the water. The pavilion was enclofed by 

. palifadoes, 
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palifadoes, adorned with boughs of fir, add die 
mtermediate fpace alfo covered with carpets. 
From one of the windows of the palace a fcaf- 
folding ^as ere6ted, ornamented with ted cloth, 
which reached to the extremity of the canal. 

At the time appointed, tlie emprefs appeared 
at the window of the palace ; and the aichbi^ 
fliop, who was to perform the benediftion, pafled 
at the head of a numerous proceffion along th6 
fcaffolding into the o6lagon, round which were 
drawn up a few foldiers of each regiment quar- 
tered at Peterfbiirgh. Aftei* having pronounced 
a fe-^ prayers *, he defcended the ladder; plung- 
ed a crofi into the water; and then fprinkled the 
colours of each regiment. At the conclufion of 
this ceremony, the archbifliop retired; and the 
people ruflied in crowds into the oftagonf , 
drank with eagernefs the water, fprinkled it upoa 
their clothes, and carried fonle of it away for 
the purpofe of purifying their houfes. 

On the 6th of December we were witnefs to 
a very fmgular entertainment given to tfie pub- 
He by a Ruffian, who had acquired a large for- 

• Th« reader will find the oeromonies and prayers ufed o^ thii 
eccaiion^in Dr. Kuig\ Rites of the Greek Church> p. 386. j'^ 

f I was informed that fome of the populace plunged into th« 
water, and that others dipped their children into it; but as I was 
not myfelf witnefa to thefe cir^umftances, I cannot vouch for thek 
truth. 

tune 
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tune by farming, during four yeajf oaly, the 
right of vending fpirituow liquors. On fur- 
i-endcring his contrn^ be gave, a$ a proof of hi« 
gratitude to the lower ckfs of people^ by whom 
he had enriched bimfelf, a fetil n^ar the garden 
of the fummer-palace, which was announced by 
hand-bilU diftributed throughout the city. As 
ftrangers, deHrous of obferving the national 
laanners, we did not fail to be prefent at this ca- 
roufal) which commenced at two o'clock in the 
afternoon. A large femicircular table was co- 
irered with all kinds of provifion, piled in dif- 
ferent Shapes, and in the greateil profuiion^ 
Large flices of bread and caviare, dried fturgeon, 
carp, and other fifli, were rjanged tp a great height, 
in tli8 form of penVhoufes and pyramids, and 
gamiihed with craw-fiih, onions, and pickles. 
In different parts of the grounds were rows of 
eaflcs full of fpirituous liquors, and ftill larger 
veffels of wine, . beer, and quafs. Among the 
decorations I obfervfed the reprefentation of an 
immenfe whale in pafteboard, covered with cloth 
and gold or (ilver brocade, and filled in the in^ 
lide with bread, dried fifli, and ot;her provifions. 
All forts of games and diver fions were eichi- 
bited for the amufement of the populace. At 
the extremity of the grounds was a large fquare 
of ice well fwept for the fcaters; near which 
were two machines like the fwinging vehicles at 

'^ Bartholomew 
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Bartholomew Fair. One of thefe machines con- 
fided of two crofs-beams fixed horizontally to a 
pole in the center by means of a pivot : from the 
ends of the beams hung four fledges, in which 
the people feated themfelves, and were turned 
round with great velocity ; the other had four 
wooden horfes fufpended from the beams, 
and the riders were whirled round in the like 
manner as their rivals in the fledges. . Beyond 
thefe were two ice-hills, fimilar to thofe which I 
have defcribed on a former occaflon *, and for 
the fame diverfion. Two poles, above twenty 
feet in height, were alfo ere6led, with colours 
flying ; and at the top of each wa^ placed a piece 
of money, as a prize for thofe who could fwarm 
up and feize it. The poles, being rubbed with 
oil, foon froze in this fevere climate; many and 
tedious were the attempts of the various compcr 
titors in this flippery afcent to fame. The fcen^ 
was lively and gay ; for above 40,000 peifonis of 
both fexes were affenibled op the occafion. . 

Having thus far fatisfjed our curiofity, we 
found our way, not without great difficulty, 
through the crowd to a payilion jn the garfien ; 
where the mafter of the feaft and feveral qf the 
nobility were aflembled;, and were regaled with a 
cold collation, and various forts of wine. 

♦ Stc vol. II. Book IV. Chap. 3. 
VQL. II. CI ' It 
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It was preconcerted, that, on firing a rocket, 
the people were to drink a glafs of fpirituous li- 
quor, and, on the difcharge of a fecond, to begin 
the repaft: But the impatience of the populace 
anticipated the neceffity of the fecond fignal ; 
and the whole niultitjide was foon and at once 
in motion. The whale was the chief obje6l of 
contention : within the fpace of a few minutes 
he was entirely divefted of his gaudy trappings, 
which became the fpoils of his fuccefsful inva- 
ders. They had no fooner flead off his drapery, 
and fecured the fragments of rich brocade ; than 
they rent him into a thoufand pieces, to feixc 
the provifions with which his'infide was ftored. 
The remaining people, who were too numerous 
to be all engaged in contending about the whale, 
were employed in uncovering the pent-houfes, 
and pulling down the pyramids ; in conveying 
with one hand provender Xo their mouths, and 
with the other to their pockets. Others crowds 
ed round the cafks and hogflieads; and with 
great wooden ladles lapped inceffantly wine, beer, 
and Ipirits. The confufion and riot, which foon 
fucceeded, is better conceived than defcribed ; 
and we thought it expedient to retire. The 
evening was clofed with a fuperb illumination 
of the gardens, and magnificent fire-works. 

But the confequences of this feaft were indeed 
dreadful. The cold had fuddenly increafed with 

fuch 



C* 9. BATHS. ft^Tv 

iuch violence, fliat Fahrenheit's thermometer, 
which at mid-day ftood only at 4, funk towards 
the clofe of the evening to 15 below free:5ing 
point Many intoxicated perfons were frozen 
to death ; not a few fell a facrifice to drunken 
^ quarrels ; and others were robbed and murdered 
in the more retired parts of the city, w they 
were returning late to their homes. From a com* 
parifon of the various reports, we had reafon 
to conclude, that at leaft 400 perfons loft their 
lives upon this melancholy occafion *. 

The Ruffian baths have been defcribed by 
every traveller who. has given to the public any 
relation of this cbuntry. Infiead of tranfcribing 
from the accounts of others, I Ihall relate what 
fell under my own immediate notice, 

In one of the Ruffian villages we entered a 
bathing-houf<?, and examined it with as much 
attention as the extreme heat would permit. It , 
was a wooden building qf one room, with fmall 
windows like thofe of the common cottages. 
Within an old w^oman wfis employed in prepar- 
ing the bath ; and as the violent fmbjce and heat 
rendered it fcarcely poffibl^ for us to ftay in the 
room for th? fpace of a minute, we took our 
ftation at the door, and Qbferved the procefs. 

* The following day I couatied myfelf no lefs than forty bodies, 
f colledt^d in t^o (beds near the place of entertainxacnt. 

Q a She 



/■ 
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She firft made a fire tiilder an arch of large gra- 
nite ftones four feet in height ; a^d when they 
\i^ere fufficiently heated, fhe fprinkled them at 
different intervals with water, which flew off in 
vapour. She then took from the fire, by means of 
two flicks, feveral fmall red-hot pebbles, and put 
them into pails and troughs of water, which ac- 
quired different degrees of warmth. In half anv 
hour three men entered the hath ; arid, taking 
off their clothes, remained witHiri, while the old 
woman continued to throw water upon the arch 
of flones, which heated the room to a prodigious 
degree. They then lay Aown upon a fort of ta- 
ble ; and, having lathered their bodies with foap, 
fhe rubbed them lightly with a bundlp oF twigs 
in full foliage. On account of the exceflive 
heat, ^e were driven froiri the door; and foon 
afterwards the men, their bodies fiiffufed with a 
deep crimfon from' the effects of the vapour, 
ruflicd out, plunged themfelves into the rive?, 
and re-entered the bath. , 

Another bath which we entered near the con- 
vent of Yu^rief at Novogoi;od, being larger and 
more commodious^ we were able tb remain for 
fome time fpeftators of the whole procefs. It 
was a large wooden building, containing, li^^e 
that jufl defcribed, only one room ; and was 
provided with ranges of broad benches, placed 
like fteps one above the other, almofl to the 

- ' height 
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height of the ceiling; Within were about twen- 
ty perfons undrefled ; fome were lying upon the 
benches; fome were fitting; others {landing; 
fame were waihing their bodies with foap ; others 
rubbing themfelves with fmall branches of oak- 
lea'^es tied together like a rod ; fome were pour- 
ing hot water upon their heads, others cold wa- 
ter ; a few, almoft exhaufted by the hejit, were 
(landing in the open air, or repeatedly plunging 
into the Volkof*, 

I ihall add on this fubjpft the following ac- 

• Travellcfs are too apt not to diftinguiih between the cuftoms 
of the common people and thole of 'the nobles ; ^ften imputing to 
the latter what is triie only of the former. The Abb6 de Chappe, 
in his account of his Journey throttgh Siberia, lis0 in many inflances 
t»een guilty of this abfurdity ; and'Re reader is led to conclude 

• * * 

from his narrative, that the nobles bathe promifcuoufly in public 
like the common people 5 that they are equally addi£^ed to fpiritu* 
oils liquors \ and that they are as rude and inelegant in their en- 
tertainments and behaviour ; the very reverfe of which is the faft. 
The author of the Antidote to his Travels has not failed, with a 
^low of national pat riotifm, to cenfurefuch indifbriminate accounts. 

. In no one inftance h^s the Abbe been more erroneous than in hla 
defcription of the bafehs. • After a ludicrous relation of them, he 
^adds, ** Thefe baths are in ufe all over Ruflia j every inliabitant of 
this vaft tra6l of land, from the fovereign to the meaneft fubje^, 
bathes twice a week, and in the' fame manner. Every individual, 
even of the (malleft fortune, has a private bath in his own houie, 
in which the &ther, mother, and children fometimes bathe all to- 

^gether." And again,. "The -baths of the rich differ only from 
thofe of the poor people in being more clean/* But fuch fliame- 
ful mifrepreientations fcareely defervc to be mentioned, were it not 
to expofe their faliityi . 

ft 3 count 
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count communicated to m? by an Englifli gen- 
tleman kt l^eterfburgh, wlio was ordered to bathe 
forhi^ health. ^^ The bathing-voom wasflhall and 
low, and contained a heap of large ftones piled 
over a fire, and two broad benches, #ne near 
the ground, and the other near the ceiljng. Small 
buckets of water being occafionally thro^^n up- 
on the bleated ftones, filled the room with a hot 
and fuffocating vapour ; which, from its tenden- 
cy to afcend, renderhl theupper part much hot- 
ter than the lower. Having taken oiF my clothes, 
r laid myfelf down upon the higheft bench; 
while the bathing woman was preparing tubs of 
hot and cold water, and continued to increafe the 
vapour in the manner above mentioned. Hav- 
ing dipped a branch^f twigs into the hot water, 
flie repeatedly fprinkled, and then rubbed with it 
my whole body. In about half an hour I re- 
moved to the lowqr bench, which I found much 
cooler ; when the bathing:- woman lathered me 
from head to foot with foap, Icjubbed me with 
flannel for the fpaoe of ten minutes ; and throw- 
ing feveral buckets of warm water ovei* "me, till 
the foap was entirely waihe^ off, ihe finally dried 
me with napkins. As I put on my clothes in a 
room without a firCj I h^ld an opportunity of 
remarking, that the cold air bad little eiFe6l on 

' my body, though in fo heated a: ftate ; for while 
I was dreffing, I felt a glow of warmth which 

' ■ ^ continued 
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coBtinu€<l during the whole night. This cir- 
ciunil^ce ponyiuced me, that, when the natives 
x^ih fr-cyii the vj^our-haths into the river, or 
ev^n roll in the fnow, their fenfations are in no 
refpeft difagrceable, nor the effefts in any degree 
unwholefome." 

Though the hardinefs of the Ruffians has, with 
reafon, been generally attributed to the fudden 
extremes of heat and cold, which they experi- 
ence on thefe occafions ; yet other caufes are 
not wanting that may concur to this effeft. The 
peafants change their drefs without the leaft at- 
tention to the variation of the feafons ; on the 
fame day they wear only their eoarfe ihirts and 
drawers, or are clad in the warmeft clothing. , 
They are totally unacquainted with the luxury 
of beds ; fleeping either upon the tops of theip 
ftbves, or on the bare floor, fometimes in tlwir 
clothes, and at other timea almoft naked. Their 
cottages alfo are rendered exceedingly hot, from 
the number of perfons crowded into a fmall fpace, 
and from the floves, which are almoft always 
heated, even in the mid ft of fummer; fo that 
wh^n they go out, it is like iffuing from a warm 
bath into the open air. The children -are not 
tenderly nurtured, but are equally inured from 
their earlieftinfancy to themoftoppofite extremes. 
We feldom, indeed, pafled through a village,* in 
which we did not obferve feveral running about 

Q 4 - the 
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the ftreets ; and others, who were fcatcely able 
to crawl, Handing or lying near the doors of the 
cottages, with no Other covering than their ihirts, 
even in rainy or frofty weather. Thus the na- 
tives are ufed to' iudden changes of heat and 
cold, and accuftomed from their infancy to the 
hardieft kind of life. 
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CHAP. 9. 

Journey from Peteriburgh to Riga.— Hiftory of Livonia^— Mar?a*-« 
Dorpt.— Riga.— Anecdotes of General Brown. 

AN excurfion through Livonia and* Cour- 
land will form the fubje6l of this and the 
following chapter. 

May .8, 1785. Quitting St. Peterfburgh, we 
purfued our journey through Efthonia, and Li- 
vonia, conquered from the Swedes by Peter the 
Great. 

As thefe provinces bordering upon Ruffia, 
Sweden, and Poland, and reciprocally poffeffed 
by thofe three powers, were, during a period of 
more than two centuries, a conftant fource of the 
moll bloody wars, it may not be unneceffary to 
ftate briefly their hiftory, and to trace the caufes 
'which rendered them objects of contention. 

In 1 158, fome merchants of Bremen, bound to 
Wifby, in the ifle of Gothland *, driven by 
ftrefs of weather, landed at the mouth of the 
Duna, trafficked with the natives, and gradually 
eftablillied a fettlement. A German monk of 
the Auguftine order, who accompanied the new 
colonifts, acquired the language of the country, 
converted feveral of the natives to Chriftianity, 

* Nachrichter voa Liefland, 9. R. G. v. 9. p. 263* 

VOL. II. Q 5 and 
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and perfuaded them to be baptized. According 
to the cuftom of that barbarous aera, an order of 
knighthood, firft called the Knights of Chrift, 
and afterwards with more propriety the Knights 
of the Sword, was inftituted for the propagation 
of Chriftianity by force of arms. Thofe military 
jiiiffionaries, equally fanatic and fanguinary, gra- 
dually over-ran the country, and reducing the 
antient inhabitants, rendered them at the fame 
time Chriftians and flaves. ^ 

^In 12S1, thefe knights, being incorporated in 
the Teutonic order, ftyled themfelves Knights 
and Lords of the Crofs, and purchafed Efthonia, 
in }5?i, from the king of Denmark. Walter 
Plettenburgh, chief or general, haying obtp^ined 
from the grand mailer of the Teutonic order the 
jurjfdidion of Livonia, wasi confidered as inde-? 
pendent, and admitted by Charles the Fifth 
among the princes of the empire. The knights 
* continued in poffeffion of Efthonia and Livouia, 
until the impolitic coridu^ of their matters, and 
civil diffenfions, incited the ambition of the 
neighbouring powers, and involved the country 
in a feries of bloody wars, 

In 1556, the archbiijiop of Riga being imprifon- 
ed by Walter Furftenburgh, general of the order, 
implored the affiftance of his^ uncle Sigifmond 
Auguftus king of Poland. Sigifmond immedi- 
^.tely armed in favour pf his nephew, invaded 

JLiyoi^ia, 



CO* L I V O N I 41. tS9 

Livonia, and compelled Waiter Furftenberg' to 
releaie the archbifliop to liberty, and to conclude 
a treaty, by which he acknowledged him&lf and 
the provincfc of Livonia dependent on the crown 
pf Poland. 

Biit Ivan Vaflilievitch, whofe anceftors pofleff- 
cd Dorpt, and other neighbouring towns in Li* 
vonia and Efthonia, laid claim to thefe provinces^ 
and entering Livonia with a formidable anny^ 
refolded to annex them to the Ruffian empire: 
In this imminent danger, the city of Revel, ^nd 
the inhabitants of £fibonia, threw themfelve$i 
under the proteftion of the king of Swedeh, who, 
in taking poileffion of that province, claimed Li- 
vonia as an annexed dependency. At the fame 
time the Ruffians, entering Livonia, mtt with 
little refiftance, took Furftenberg, the grand maf- 
ter, prifoner, and over-ran the country. 

Gothard Ketlcr, who was appointed grand 
tnafter in the place of Furftenberg, unable to re- 
fift the Ruffian arms, haftily concluded a treaty, 
with Sigifmond Anguftus, ceded Livonia to the 
crown of Poland, on condition of referv^ng to 
himfelf and heirs male the duchies of Courland 
and Semigallia as fiefs of Poland. At the co#- 
clufion of tWs treaty, Livonia, the obje6lof con- 
tention, thus cieded to Poland, was partly poffeflT- 
cd by the Poles, partly by the Swedes, and partly 
over-run by the Ruffians, 

In 
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lii this fituation of affairs, Ivati VaffilievitcH 

s 

conferred on Magnu* priftce of Denmark, who, 
in the capacity of biihop of Pikeh in Courland^ 
had fome pretentions to Livonia^ the nominal 
fovereignty of that province. Having already 
related * the account of that tranfa6lioh, toge- 
ther with the erection and extindlion of the ihof t^ 
lived kingdom of Livonia, I fliall only add, that 
Ivan Vaffilievitch, being worfted by Stephen Ba* 
thori, king of Poland, in feveral engageitientSj 
purchafed a peace,' by ceding, in 1582, to the 
crown of Poland, all that part of t,ivonia which 
h^ had occupied : but the king of Sweden con* 
tinued in pofleffion of Efthonia; and, by the fourth 
article of the peace of Oliva, obtained poffeffion 
of all Livonia. Tl^efe important provinces, con^ 
taining all the northern diftriA between the gulf 
of Finland, the NaroVa, the Peipus lake, and the 
Duna, and ftretching to* the boundaries of the 
prefent government of Polotik, were wrefted 
from the/Swedes by Peter the <5reat, and con- 
firmed to the Ruffians by the peace of Ryftadt, 
'in 1721. 

The reformation was firft introduced into Li- 
fonia and Eflhoniain I52fi, and foon -embraceil 
by all ranks of people. The Lutheran religion is 
the moft prevalent ; but all other fefts are tole- 
rated. 
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Narva and its fuburbs, according to a geogra- 
phical divifion, are fituated partly in Ingria^'and 
partly in Efthonia, as the river Narova divides 
thofe two provinces ; but, in the divifion of go- 
vernments eftabliflied by the ejnprefs, is comprifed 
in Ingria, or the government of St. Peterfbfirgh. 

Narva ftands on the Naroy^ near 1 00 miles from 
Peterfburgh, S4 from the point where that rivef 
iflues from the lake Peipus, and eight miles fron^ 
its mouth, where it falls into the gplf qf Fjnland. 
The houfes are built of brick ftuccoed white, an4 
if has more the appearance of "a German than of 
a RufTian town. In the fuburbs, called Ivaijgo- 
Tod, the' coloifal remains of ai) antient fortrefe, 
built by Ivan Vaffilievitch the Great, impend in* 
a pi6lurefque manner over the. ileep banks of the 
Narova. ' 

The principal exports are hemp, flax, timber, 
and corn ; the imports, fait, tobacco, wine, falted 
herrings, fpices, tea, fugar, and other grocery 
wares* 

. I did not omit vifiting the two falls of the ri- 
ver Narova, which have been pompoufly defcrib- 
cd by feveral travellers, but appear trifling and 
uninterefting to thofe who have feen the fall of 
the Rhine at Schafilaaufen, of the Dahl, near 
Gefle, in Sweden, and the ftupendqus catarafts of 
Trolhaetta. ' The breadth of the river is 200 feet, 
and the perpendicular height of the falls fcarcely 

exceeds 
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exceeds twenty. The fteep and chalky banks of 
tiie river, its rapid and turbid ftream, and a rocky 
ifland which feparatesithe two fills, form a rugged 
and pifturefijue fcene, much heightened by the 
foam and roaring of the catara6i^» 

Near Narva is the fpot celebrated for the vic- 
tory which Charles the Twelfth, in the nineteenth 
year of his agt, gained over the Ruffian army 
{1700). Authors prone to exaggeration^ and 
willing to render more marvellous the exploits 
of the Swediih hero, have diminifhed his army 
to 3000, and increafed the Ruffians to 100,000. 
The faft feems to be, that Charles headed, on 
that memojable day, at leaft 9,000 men, and the 
Ruffians did not exceed 32,000 *• And it is no 
wonder that the veteran troops 'of Sweden, led 
on by their undaunted monarch, fliould triumph 
pver a mw undifciplined army, commanded by 
generals at variance with each other. Six thou- 
land Ruffians, including thofe drowneil in at- 
tempting to pafs the Narova, fell in this cjngage- 
ment ; but the confequences >vere ftill more fatal 
to the Ruffian arms, as the whole artillery was 
loft, and the greater part of the infantry fuiTCri- 
dered to the conqueror. The number of prifo- 
ners was fo great, that the officers were only de- 
tained; the reft were driven, like a flock of 

• See L*Evcfque*s Hift. de Raflie, rol. Iv. p. 169* 

flieep. 



iheep, to the diftance of a league from Narva, 
and difmifled. 

Peter the Great, not difpirited with this lofi^ 
exclaimed, ^' I expeded that the Swedes would 
heat^my troops ; but in time they will teach os 
to conq\ier them.'* Nor wis this predi6ti6n long 
before it was Verified. In lefs than five years 
from the defeat at Nan^a, he revenged the dif- 
iionour of his arms on that unfortunate day, by 
taking the town by aflault ; and gave a Angular 
proof of his humanity. He traverfed the ftreels 
on horfeback, with his dra%vn fword in his hand, 
reftrained his troops from pillage, killed two 
who refufed to defift, placed guards at the doors 
of the principal houfes and before the churches, 
r&paired to the Hotel de Ville, where tlie n\agif- 
trates and citizen had taken refuge, and throw- 
ing his fword upon the table, exclaimed. " It i$ 
not ftained with the blood of the natives, but 
wf th that of my ^wn foldiers, whom I killed in 
or^er to fave your lives *," 

Do|-pt, 174 verfts, or ii6 miles, from Narva, 
bears evident marks of the dreadful devaftation 

which it fuiFered in the wars between the Swedes 

• • - ■ . 

and Ruffians in the beginning of this century ; 
and particularly in the ruins of the cathedral, 
whiqh form a pidurefque obje6i; on an adjacent 

• L^XTcfqur, p. 20|« 

hill. 
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hill, hf, addition to thefe devailationS) the town 
fuffered a few years ago from a violent confls^- 
gratjion ; but is now rebuilding, and will rife 
more beautiful from its ruins, as the empre& 
has contributed with her ufual munificence. A 
wooden bridge over the Empac was likewife 
burnt down, but has been fupplied by a magnifi- 
cent ftone bridge, on which I remarked this ar- 
rogant inijcription ; 



# 



Side impetus hie flumen, 
Catharina 11. jubet; 
Cnjus munificentia haec mcdes 

In publicum commodum 

JlxtruQ:a, Liyoniaque primo 

IL^pideo ponte adornata. 

1783, 

In purfuing our route from Narva to Dorpt> 
we coafted the lake Peipus, a large but unjnter 
refting piece of water, the banks flat, and the en- 
virons moftly fandy. 

Dorpt ftandi^ in thp mod fertile part of Livo- 
nia, called, from the abundance of grain, the Gra- 
nary of the North ; and this fertile diftri6i con- 
tinued till we came within a few miles of Ri^a, 

* Here, O river, ftop your impetuous courfe, Catharine the Sfe- 
cond commands j by whofe munificence this mound was rai/ed^ and 
Livonia adorned with thk foft ftone bridge. 

which 
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vhicfa. is invefifcd, ^as Wraxalljufdy obfennfls, 
^* on every fide with deep barren fands. Its 
fituation in fo .barren a fpot was chofen by com* 
merce, the genius of which ftill prote<5fc5 and en- 
rich^ it *." 

Riga, the capital of Livonia, contains within 
the fortifications 9,000 inhabitants, and in the 
fuburbs 15,000, exclufive of a garrifon of i,0d0 
foldier^f. It derives its confequence from Rs 
fituation on the Duna, a river which, being na- 
vigable from the frontiers of the government 
of Polotflc, brings the productions of the northr 
eaftem parts of Poland, and the weftem pro- 
vinces of Ruffia, and is futficiently deep to re- 
ceive, clofe to its walls, fhips of burthen, which 
fail to and from the Baltic. 

Next to St. Peterfburgh it is the moft com- 
mercial town in the Ruffian empire. The trade 
is chiefly canrkd on by foreign merchants, who 
are refident in the town. The Englifh fadory 
enjoy the grcateft fliare of the commerce, and 
live in a hofpitable and fplendid-manner. The 
principal expoits are corn, hemp, flax, iron, tim- 
ber, mafts, leathery tallow ; the imports^ fait, cloth, 
filks, wine, grocery, pot-afli, and falted herrings. 

The mail tmde is peculiarly beneficial to the 

• Wraxali's Northern Tour, p. 281. , 

t According to He}rxo, ia the town and faburbs, 14,280 malen, 
and I3>5i6females« 

VOL. ij, R . town: 
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.ixfxm : Tbe burghers of EigA fend peribm, who 
cae calkcl maft-brokers, into the Ruffian pr6- 
-vinces, to mark the trees which are putchafod 
-iiflnditig. They grow moftly on the diftrids 
which border on the Dnieper, are fent up that ri- 
ver to a landing-place, tranfported thirty verfts 
to the Duna, are then formed into floats of from 
50 to 200 pieces, and defcend the ftream t^ Riga. 
The tree which pniduces the largeft mails is the 
Scotch fir. Thofe piec<?9 which are from 1 8 to 25 
inches in diameter are called mafts ; under thofe 
dimenfidns, fpars, or, in England, Norv^ay mafts ; 
becaufe Norway exports no trees more than 18 
inches in diameter. 

The Engliili merchantis, who contraQ; with go- 
vernment, buy the mafts from the burghers of 
-Riga ; and great fkill is required in diftinguiiliing 
thofe that . are found throughout from thofe 
which are in the leaft internally decayed. They 
are ufually from 70 to 80 fcet in length. 

The hemp is brought from the Ukraine and 
Poland, and requires two years in its paffage to 
Riga, The harks in which it is conveyed, are 
from 250 to $00 tons burthen, are covered with 
mats, (loping like a penthoufe roof, and have a 
'ialfe bottom. They afcend the Dnieper and the 
Duna; but on account of numerous flioalscan 
coly pafs the Duna in the fpring, or about three 
weeks after theibow begins to uielt, and if they 

mils 
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mife thit time, are lielayed till autumn. Tlie hemp 
exported from Riga, is generally more efteemed, 
Jind 30 per cent, dearer, than that exported from 
Peterfburgh * ; the former comes from the Uk- 
raine^ the provinces of Mohilef and Polotfk, and 
the neighbouring parts of Poland; the other 
:^m the governments^ of Tver and Novogorod. 
The Riga hemp is chiefly ufed for flirouds and 
flays of men of war, and procured by contraft 
for the Englifh admiralty and Eaft India com- 
pany t- 

* Lately the Ukraine hemp has found its way to Peterfburgh. 

f In cafe of ncceflity, the VrtUdH Caimabinoy or hemp-nettl^i 
imght be fubfUtutcd^ in the place of hemp. It is a native of ibuth - 
eaftern Siberia, on th^ other iide of the Oby» and is chiefly found 
in the vallies, betwe«n rocky mountains, and on the banks of 
rivers. It comet out e^ly in the ipring, and affords good fliootiy 
which are eaten by the natives as vegetables* It fioWers in June 
or July \ and in good foil^ (hoots from ten to fifteen feet high. ^ 
Siberia the ibeds ripen in September, al#ut the time of the firft 
froil. It is perennial, and multiplies by running. The cords 
made from this fpeciet are ftronger even than thole twlfted fro^ 
hemp. The Mongol Tartan ufe them for cords to their bowi, 
and for nets to catch animals in the woods. In tovat parts of 
Germany the natives employ them for ropes. This plant is de- 
fcrtbed in Ammaa^i SHr^um, Rmimim in impifk Kuiben^ Ictines kt * 
Drfcri^tionpy p. tj^ No^ H9- pli»te 2}. Urtkdff^s frofimdi hul^ 
matU \ alfo in Chnetkl*s Ror|i Siberica. It willlM: defcribed in th^ 
third volume of Pittas* f1iD«mJNIS^ 

The common nettle, the krtka urm of Linnaeus, fupplies the 
AatiTtt of Kamtfchatk^ S ^d of thd KxM IdH, with cord4 for 
£ihing-nets. " ' 

* See cook*sJaft voyage^ vol. ilL p . 339.«oF^dIas Mord* Beytr. 
Vol. iv. p. 1 17* 
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The inhabitants of Riga carry on alfo a con- 
fiderable commerce in fait. They import it from 
l^pain, and fend it up the Duna to fupply the 
diftrifts bordering on that river; and by land 
into Courland, and into the neighbouring pro- 
vinces of Poland, 

We paid our refpeOs to General Brown, go- 
vernor of Riga, and had the honour of dining 
'with that gallant veteran, who, with a pleafing 
garrulity natural to old age, related a variety of 
intcrefting adventures, that had befallen him in 
the courfe of a long and a6li ve life. He is a na- 
tive of Ireland, and was born in the beginning of 
this century. Being a Roman catholic, he was 
-compelled to fcek his fortune in foreign courts, 
which he would willingly have dedicated to his 
own. He firft entered the Auilrian, and finally 
into the Ruffian fervice. In the campaigns of 
*1737 and 1738, he ferved upder Count Munich 
againft the Turks, and diftinguifhed himfelf at 
,the fiegc of Otchakof. Being fent with a corps 
of troops into Hungary, he was taken prifonet 
by the Turks, fold as a flave, and transferred to 
. .four different mailers. At one time he was 
honnd hack to back with another prifoner for 
tight-and-forty hours, and expofcd almoft naked 
,at the various places where flaves are brought 
•for fale. He then bore Xhe rank of colonel in the 
Ruffian fervice, but, to leffen the price of his 
* - --, • ranfom^ 
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ranfoni, afferted that he was only a captain. 
Being accidentally met by a gentleman, to whoin 
he was perfonally known, he fent an account of 
his iituation to the French anibaflador, who 
found means to purchafe*him for 300 ducats. 
But his Turkifh mafter difcovering his rank, re- 
claimed his prifoner, and threatened to recover 
him by force. The French ambaflador, however, 
applied to the Grand Vizir, who decided in \i% 
favour : Count Brown recovered his Hbertv, and 
returned to Ruffia, in which fervice he was gra- 
dually promoted, and has been lately appointed 
governor of Riga, a place of the greateft truft. 

Over the Duna, at Riga, is a floating wooden 
bridge, 40 feet in breadth, and 2,600 in length. 
A row of piles extends from one fliore to the 
other ; each pile is from 25 to 40 feet long, ac- 
cording to the depth of the river, and appears 
about four feet above the level of the water. To 
thefe piles the parts of the bridge are loofely 
faftened, bv means of iron chains fixed to the 
tranfverfe beams. The bridge rifes and falls 
with the river; and, under the wheels of heavy- 
laden carriages, plays as if aftuated by a Ipring. 
It is the fafliionable walk, and is an agreeable 
bufy fcene, when crowded with people, and lined 
on each fide with ihips taking in or unloading 
their cargoes. In the beginning of winter, when 

R 3 the 
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the froft fets in, the bridge is removed; the, piles 
remaining in the water ^re forced up by the ice, 
and conveyed to land ; and the whole is again 
laid dpwn in the fpring. 

The importance of the trade of Riga will ag- 
pcar from the following tables : 
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Mf i»bftr of y«fly$ which atdved $.€ RIGA*. i^iS^ ailil 178^ 
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JBlUllUi 

Frpm St Peteiibnrgh 

Englifli 

IJtttch 

Swedtik 

Pmfliaa 

From Oftend 

Amenc^n 
From Rreipen 

Danteic 

Lnbdc 

Koftoc 

Hamburgh 
Pernau 
From jl.iga 



Total 



1782. 

6 
298 

5 

«9 

23 

5 

i. 

961 
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8 

200 
122 

^22 

123 

7 
. I 

34 
10 

26 
3 

38 
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Vcflels which arrivei and failed from RIGA, in 1784$ (pecif^lng 

thofe which wintered there. 
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French 

From St. Peteriburgh 

Engliih . ' . 

Portugucfe 

Pruflian 

Swedidi 

Batch • - 

Frowi Ofteqd 

Genoa 

Hamburgh' • 

Lubec 

Bremen 

Dantzic 

Roftoc 

Pemau 8c Revel 

Riga 

Total 
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Arr'iTcd. 
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1 
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4 
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3 
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11 
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30 


43 


1,085 
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170 

'33 

12 

^7 
24 

3 
II 
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20 
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Value of the ^l^^rgoct of the VtfftU which iaikd from RIGA, 

in tj9^ 



For Denmark 

jPrance • • 

the Dominions of the Emperor 

England 

Spain 

Portugal 

PruflSa 

Sweden . • . 

Holland 

Italjr 

Hamburgh and Bremen • 

the Baltic 



Total of Exports 
Value of the Imports 

Excefs of Exports 



ml 



KouUes. 

735»335 
270,886 

51,209 

1,288,284 

388,843 
302,213 

^>775 
1,182,907 

1470,320 

>35»097 
209,840 

292,707 



CaOpecsa 

,78 - 

68 — 

45 — 

58 - 

1 — 

93 — 

75 - 

79 - 

93 — 

S — 

7 - 

39 - 



$,392,422 
1,4*2,717 



44 — 
87 12 



4,969,704 56 12 
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COIN IMPORTEIX 



X)ueats 448,739 

Kew nx-dollars l,78o,744{ 

Old nx-dollars 138,9764 

Sum total of Coin imported 



Value in Kpuhl^s. 

x>«07»74i ><^ 
2,368,389 8si 

1,182,058 84i 
4»758*i89 791 
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Mittaik^-Duchy of Conrland^—Hiftoiy.^—Succeifioii.^— Anecdotes 
of Smeft John Biron/— Conititution.^Feodal Dependance on 
Poland.— Prerogatives of the Duke. — Diet. — Nobles.—^Reli- 
glon.— 'Language.— Memmel. — Journey to Koningflmrgh.-^' 
Sketch of the Hiftory of PrufCa* ^ 

QUITTING Riga we crofled the Duna, pafled 
through a flat fandy country, thinly in- 
habited, to the Ruflian frontiers, about fixteen 
Englifli miles diftant from Riga, and entered the 
duchy of Courland. Our baggage was llri6^1y 
fearched by a Ruffian cuftom-houfe officer, who 
even opened our portfohos, and examined the 
fmalleft pieces of paper. This llrift fearch is 
made to prevent foreigners from exporting Ruf- 
fian money; but, confidering the debafed ftate 
of the coinage,, is an ufelefs precaution. 

Mittau, which (lands in the midft of a fertile 
and agreeable cquntry, is a long town, contain - 
ing a mixture of brick houfes, ftuccoed white, 
and wooden buildings* The palace * , built by 
the late duke, is a great pile of buirldings, with 
a Urge and handfome fuite of apartnients, but 

• preat part of tlus palace was demolifiied by the late emperor 
Paul. It has been lately diilinguilbed as the temporary refidence of 
Louis XVIIL 

almoft 
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almoft totally unfumiihed. Its magnificence 
and extent almoft juftifies the witticifm of a tra*. 
veller, who eftimating th« country not from its 
fize, but from its trivial confequence in the fcale 
of the nofth| affirmed that the palace was- larger 
than the dukedom. The academy, inftittrted by 
tjie prefent dukie at a confidcrable expcnce, con- 
tained, in May i6&5, eight pgsofeffors^ aiid wJy 
twenty ftudent^; 

The duchy of Courland and Semigallin is 
bounded on the north by the Baltic, on th.e €aft 
by Livonia, and by Poland on the fouth and 
weft. It ftretches in len<;th 250 miles, a;nd the 
average breadth may be eftimated at 40/ 

Gothard Ketler, grand- mafter of the Livonian 
knights, having ceded Livonia to Poland, at 
"Wilna, received, in I56i, the inveftiture of 
Courland and Semigallia, as an hereditary fief 
of the crown of Poland. Dyiug in 158^7, he 
was fucceeded by his fon Frederic; and, in 1589, 
it was enabled by the diet of Poland, that, ea 
the extindion of the heirs male of the line of 
Eetler, the duchies of Courland and Semigallia 
ihould be united to Poland. 

Frederick William, duke of Courland, dying, 
in 1711, without iffue, the right of fucceffion 
devolved on his great uncle Ferdinand, the only 
furviving branch of the Ketler line ; but Peter 
the Great took poffeffion of Mittau and great 
6 part 



part of Courlasd^ under pietenee of fectffijig 
the dowry for hift nieco Anne^ widov^of Fredt* 
riQ Will|swi. FerdyioAnd, who. \r»k abftnft, and 
at vadaiiQe with hi^ nobUity^ w«0 unable^to. en** 
force hi$ rights ami Coui^laxMl, during fev»al 
y^ars> i^ifias^ governed by the Ri^fiim opTirt, uodec 
the i^ame of the Duchftfft Anne* The country 
wa$ 10: a. fiate of civil confidSon, and feveral in- 
efifedual aUempts were made to raiie, firft, a 
pi;:ince of the houfe of Sasony^ and afterwards 
JFi^eric William, Margrave of Sdivedt, to the 
ducal throne* 

At l^igth) in 1 7^6^ the infirmities and ah- 
fence of Ferdinand aJForded a pretext ; a paity of 
nobles determined to a^^oint a fucce^Tor, and 
Auguffais the Second, king of Poland, fecretly 
influenced the diet to npminate his natural fon 
Maurice, afterwards well known under the title 
pf Mafifaal Saxe. This appointment was con<* 
tefted by the republic of Poland, and by Ca- 
tharine einprefs^f Ruffia* 

The Poliih diet, which affembled at Grodno, 
denied the r^ght of the nobles to appointa duke, 
declared that duchy a vacant fief belonging to 
the republic, annulled the eleftion of the Count 
of 3axe, and propofed, on the death of Ferdi^ 
nand, to incorporate the duqhies of Comiand. 
and Seihigallia with the crowu; according to the 
€diaial5«9, 

Catharme 
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. Cadiariiie the FiJ'ft, confiderina: Courland kl- ' 
moftas aprovihcc of the Ruffian empire, equally 
o|>pofed the eloftion of Maurice, and the incor- 
poration of Coarhlnd; and prince Mentchikbf, 
who, on her death, afpired to the du^al throne, - 
difpatched a corps of Ruffian troops to Mittau, 
and drove Maurice from Courland. The fall of 
Mcntchikof prevented his nomination; but the 
Ruffians, under Peter the SecoAd, and Anne, 
maintained their influence in Courland, and pro- 
mifedto fupport the ftates in, th^ir right to eleft 
a fovjereign on the deceafe of Ferdinand. 

The death of Auguilus th^ Second annihilated 
the hopes of Maurice; and, on the demife of 
Ferdinand, in 1737, theemprefs Anne forced the 
ftates to nominate her favourite Biron, and fup- 
ported his , eledtion in oppofition to the claims 
and remonftrances of Poland. . At length, depu- 
ties from the emprefs and the new duke on one 
fide, and from the king, and republic of Poland 
on the other, arranged the convention called 
PfiQa SubJeBioniSy or Afts of Vaflalage, which 
regulated the couftitution of Courland accord^ 
ing to foimer a6ls of vaffalage, and eftablillied 
the fupceffion in , the male line of Biron. In 
1739, the chancellor of Cpurland did homage 
in the name of the duke to Auguftus the Third. 
But, in 1 740, Biron being arrefted and impri- 
foned, the ftates declared the ducaLthrpUQ vA' - 

^ cant, 
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cant) and elefted, at the recommendation of tte 
regent Anne, Louis Erneft, prince of Brunfwick, 
and brother of her »hufband Anthony Ulric. . 

The revolution of 1741, jwhich placed Eliza- 
beth on the throne of Ruffia^ pi*evented the catt- 
fication of this ele&ion ; and from that period, 
till 1 759, the adminifiration was nominally vcfted 
in the council of ftate; but the whole power ceil- 
tered in the coUrt of Ruffia. 

In 1 758, the nobles, difoufted;\i ith their rulers, 
chofe Charles Chriftian, fan of Auguftus tliic 
Third, who received the inveftiture of tlie two 
duchies from his father, made his entry into 
Mittaii, and repairing to Peterfburgh, obtained 
<from the emprefs Elizabeth the reftitution of the 
ducal e&ates and revenues, and her renunciation 
of all right and title to thofe two duchies. But 
the death of Efeabeth, in 1761, rendered this 
jeftitution ineiredtual. Peter recalled Biron 
from exile, and Catharine reftorcd him to his 
former dignity. 

Emeil John Biron * was defcended from a &» 

. , miljr 



* For tlii« account of Biron I have co^ifulted Manftela^* Me* 
inoirsy p. 42, 47, 62, 190^ 265, 265, 268, 280. Letters from a Lady 
in RufHa, Let. xxviii. xxixj Schmidt's Materialien fuer den 'Ruit 
Oeih. p. 38, 44, 284,321; Motifs dc la Difgrace d'Erneft Jean de 
Siron, Due de Courland, written by himfelf, in Bufching's Hiftf 
l^axin. yoL ix. p. 3B3, 3<^j Antwoxf auf die Vergchende 

?chiift. 
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tiiOy of mean extra£tioiL His gfiukdfatBer, v^hafe 
name was Buren^ or Bieren, was heatl gr6om to 
James the Third, duke of Courland, and obtainied 
from hb mailer the gift of a fmall eftate. His 
fon accom{>anied prince Alexander^ youngelft 
fon of the duker of Courland^ in a campaigh 
againft the Turks, in quality of groom of his 
horfe, and with the rank of liieiitenant. Printre 
Alexander being killed before Buda, in 168^, 
Biron returned into Courlind, and was appoint- 
ed mafter-huntfman to the duke. 

Emeft John, his fecond fon, was bom m 1687, 
received the early part of his education in Cour- 
land, and was fent to the univerfity of Konigf- 
biirg in Pruflia, where he continued until fome 
youthful imprudences compelled him to retire. 
In 1714, he made hi» appearance at St. Peterf- 
burgh, and folicited the place of page to the 
princefs Charlotte, wife of the tzarovitch Alexey ; 
but being rejefled as a perfon of mean extrac- 
tion, retired to Mittau, and ingratiated himfelf 
with count Beftuchef, mailer of the houfhold to 
Anne, widow of Frederic William duke of Cour- 
land. Having through his means obtained the 
office of gentleman of the chamber to the du- 
chefe, and being of a handfome figure and po- 

Schrift. von elnem naechften Verwandten des Grafbn von Munich, 
ibid. p. 40I, 414 J Gouvemcment dc TEmpire de Ruflle^ by Marfhal 
Munich, pafilm. 

lite 
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lite addrefs, he fdon became her chief favourite, 
and th^ firft ufe which he made of his favour, 
was to obtain the difgrace of his benefaSxn- 
Beftuchef. He gaineti an entire afcendexicy 
over the afTcdions of his miftrefs, and the up- 
ilart favourite oiFended, by his aiTOgance, the 
whole body of the nobility. 

Having efpoufed Mademoifelie de Trcnden, a 
lady of noble family, and maid of honour to the 
duchefs, he endeavoured, by taeana of that al- 
liance, and the favour of his miftrefs, to be ad- 
mitted into the body of nobles ; but his folici- 
tations were rejected with great contempt. 

His afcendency over the duchefs, his fpirit of 
intrigue, and extreme arrogance, were fo notori- 
ous, that when Anne was declared fovereign of 
RufTia, one of the articles propofed by the council 
of ftate at Mofcow, exprefsly ftipulatcd, that flic 
fliould not bring Biron into Ruflia. She con- 
fented, but iuftantly broke her word ; for foon 
after her arrival at Mofcow, he made his appear- 
ance at her court. By his fecret advice, the em- 
prefs formed a ftrong party among the Ruffian no- 
bility, gained the guards, and pUnncd the revo- 
lution, which reftOred to the crown dcfpotic au* 
thority. But Avhen the projad was ripe for excr 
cution, Anne hefitated, and was alarmed, till 
Biron took her by the hand, and led her to the 

door 
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door of the apartment in which the council of 
(late, fenate, and principal nojbility were aflem- 
bled, and flie was declared abfolute fovereign. 
Within the fpace of a few months, Biron w^ 
•appointed gentleman of the bed-chamber, knight 
\of the order of St. Andrew, lord high-charaber- 
lain, and, as Manftein ifays, was omnipotent in 
,the government. 

On the death of Ferdinand Ketler, in i7Sf, 
the emprefs difpatched general Bifmarck, gover-- 
nor of Riga, to Mittau, at the head of 9. conr 
-fiderable army. The nobles having alftinbled 
in the cathedral, Bifmarck furrounded the church 
'with troops, and compelled them to deft for 
-tlieir fovereign the fame Biron whom, they had 
refufed to admit into their cofps. But his new 
dignity did not prevent him from keeping his 
poft of high chamberlain, and his wife that of 
iirft lady of the bed-chamber. Riron. ruled 
.Courlaiid with the fame arbitrary fpirit with 
•which he governed Ruilia, and the npbles.who 
ventured to oppofe his will, or to fpeak with their 
ufual freedom, Avere privately feized by perfons 
in maflvs, forced into kibitkas, and cotn^eyed to 
Siberia. The cnzcitics alfo which he exercifed 
iipoji the moft illuftrious perfons.of Ruffia al- 
moft exceed belief; and Manftein conjectures, 
that *' during the ten years in Avhich Biron's 

power 
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j>ower continued, «bovc 20,600 pcrfons were fent 
to Siberia^ of whom fcarcdy 5,opo were ever 
more heard of." 

The arrogance of his temper often broke 
forth in a manner highly difrefpeftful to the 
eiriprefs. Once in particular while fhe gave aa 
axidience to the duke of Bevern, Biron buxft 
int© the apartment, complained that he was tor- 
mented by her fervants, threatened, with horrid 
imprecations, to retire into Courland, and again 
rufhing out of the room, fhut the door with great 
violence. The emprefe, in the higheft confter* 
nation, lifted up her hands to heaven, then 
claiped them together, and being aim oft ready 
to faint, opened the window for air. While 
{he coutiaued in this agitation^ the duchefs of 
Courland, accompanied with her cliildren, en* 
tered the room, kneeled down^ and entreated the 
emprefs to forgive the paffionate behaviour o£ 
her hulband. Anne in this, as in every other 
inftance, relented, and patiently endured his in* 
folence * . During the fitting of thfe cabinet 
council,, ilie frequently repaired to an adjoining 
room, in whirh her favourite remained, to re* 
ceive his advice^ or rather hia ordejs. She even 
liGfft t]P& table, but dined with his family. , 

Acqusonted only with the German and his na» 

roil. II. s tive 
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tive jargon, he governed the extenfivc empire 
of Ruilia without underftaading the^ language. 
He even piqued himfelf on his ignorance, and 
ideclared, in theprefence of the emprefs^ that ho 
would not learn the Ruffian, becaufe he could 
not bear to read aJl the reports and memorials 
%rhich were daily tranfmitted to him, 

Biron was undoubtedly a man of great capa- 
city; during his whole- adminiftration, the ex.-' 
lernal fplendour, and internal tranquillity of the 
ilulli^n empire, announced the vigour and wif- 
dom of his meafures, and he fliewed his, judg- 
ment in employing fuch a llatefman as Ofter* 
^man, and fuch a general as Munich. He was a 
fincere friend and an implacable enemy ; and it 
was juftly faid of him, that he feldom forgot a 
bepefit^ and always remembered an injury. He 
amalTed an enormous fortune in money and 
Jewels; and on public occafionS his magnifi-^ 
cence * far exceeded that of the emprefs. 
- Having ^ long direfted the affairs of a great 

- *' In his vifit-of ceremony to the Marquis de .la Clhetardie, the 
French embaffador, he was preceded by the following proceffioiii 
1 . An officer of his court on horfeback, 2. Two fervants on horfe- 
Iwck. 3. Three carriages drawn by fix horfes, containing fix ca- 
valiers. 4. Twenty-four feiVain ts on horfeback. 5. Six running 
footmenr 6. Twq ^lacTcs. 7. Thirty larquies on foot. 8. Twelve 
pages. 9. Nine heyducs. 10. His inafter of the horfe. Lalllv, 
thcdiike himfelf iii a- fplendid carriage drawn by fix hoi'fcs j be- 
hind; two fervants in Turkilh dreflts: " , 

: / empire, 
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empire, he could not brook retiring itito Coui* 
land; he accordingly prevailed on the emprefe, 
on her death-bed, to appoint hci* great nephew, 
prince Ivan, her fucceiror, and himfelf regent, 
till the prince attained the age of feventeen; 
and he managed this .whole tranfafribn with fp 
much art, that he feemed only to accept the re* 
gency at the earneft requeft and recommenda- 
tion of Marfhal Munich, the Chancellor Oder* 
man, and the principal Ruffian liobiiity. ^Har* 
ing thus fecured the regfney, to the exclufion of 
Anne, mother of the young emptfror, the firft 
a6l of his adminiftration was to obtain for him* 
felf a annual revenue of 500,000 * roubles, and 
the title of Imperial Highnels. 

But the power thus a.cquircd by intrigue, ht 
attempted to fecure by perfecutioh and cruelty. 
Piquets were placed in the ftreets to prevent com«» 
motions; numerous fpies brought vague zx> 
counts of contemptuous expreffions and ill-' 
formed plots, and fcarcely a day pafled in which 
fufpeded perfons were not imprifoned and tor« 
tured to force confeffion^ Syt iriftead of dif^ 
arming the envy and jealoufy of the nativeiB^ 
who were difgufted with the government of a fo- 
reigner, he increafed his tmpopularity by the 
haughtinefs of his demeanour, and treated even 

* JiAOOtCOO, according to the value of a nnibl« of tku period. 

18 the 



< t< 



t60 TRAVELS IN* COURLAND. £.4. 

the parents of his fovereigu with ei^trcine bru* 
^lily. 

Prince Anthony Ulric and the princefs Anne, 
the fether and mother of the infant emperor, 
irerc difaffefled at their exclufion from the re* 
gency, and Anthony Ulric, who was a prince of 
great fpirit^ expreffed hi« difapprobation in the 
ftrongeft terms to the regent himfelf. Biron, 
fufpeSing that the prince was caballing againft 
his government, called on him early one morn- 
ing, without being jmnocinced; " Your highnefs,'* 
he faid, *Vdo6s not deal juftly with me; for you 
promifedto inform me of the cabals of difaf** 
^6led perfons, and you know that intrigues are 
carrying on againft me in your own hbufehold/* 
•* I know not," replied the prince, " that any 
thing is in agitation which will be detrimental 
to the emperor and the country." *' I will take^ 
care," returned Biron^ " to place this empire in 
fuch a fituation as no other perfon is capable of 
doing; for I am neither deficient in knowledge 
©r power." "The nobles muft afliftyou," faid -the 
prince, " and you«uft all be accountable to th^ 
emperor/' "Am 1 not regent," replied, Biron, 
" witnabfplute authority ? Such aflertions, fir, 
may occafion great commotions ; and your high- 
nefs muft know, that whenever fa^flions arife, 
the emperor and the country are in danger; and 
whatmufiiie the inevitable confequence, iliQuld 

you 
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you a\id I be at variance ?'* " A maffacre !" ne-r 
turned the prince with great warmth, putting at 
the fame time his hand on his fword. . 

After much altercation^ the prince accufS^d 
Biron of forging the teftament and fignature of 
the cmptefs, and the duke quitted the apartment 
Vith thefe words: " This affair, fir, is of great 
importance, and muft be laid before the princi- 
pal nobility of the realm." Repairing inftantly 
to his palace, he fummoned the cabinet council, 
fenate, and principal nobility, and acquainted 
them with the converfation. When the imperial 
minifter. Count Keyferling, endeavoured to juf- 
tify the princfe, Biron called the prince a Kar ; 
and turning ^ to Keyferling, faid, " We want 
here no advocates, and no lawyer's quirks ;" thea 
traverfing the apartment in extreme agitation^ 
exclaimed, " Am I a poifoner ! or. do I contend 
for the throne and fcepter !" 

To the princefs Anne, who, informed of the 
mifunderftanding, now made her appearance,* 
he ^ recapitulated what had pafled with greafr 
bittemefs^ Anne was exceedingly affe^d, and 
appeared to blame her hufband's conduft. AV , 
length, the prince himfelf being fummoned, wa»* 
prevailed upon to.attend. • Being reprimand cdr 
by Biron, and by fei eral who wereprefent, in thj?- 
groffeft terms, his highnefe* at length fiibmittcd: 
to demand pardon, the tears flarting from hi$» 

3 3 eyes 



eyes from this hficefiary but degrading coxice£» 
'4on. 

$oon afterwards, Biron fent a meflage by Mat^ 
pid\ Munich, ordering the prince to refign his 
inilitaiy employments. 

At variance with the parents of the emperor^ 
ftifpiciousof plots, and delefied by the nation, 
the regent became agitated and uneafy, felt the 
precarioufnefs of his fituation, paid his couv% 
vith great afliduity to the princefs Elizabeth, an4 
fccms even to, have formed the defign of marry* 
jng her to the prince, his eldeft fon, and of 
raifihg her, or her nephew the duke of ^olOeii^ 
%Q the throne. He even declased pubhclyv 
that if the pyincefs or her hufband were re* 
fSraftory, he would fend them both into Germa* 
' my, and place the duke of Holftein on the 
tbroiie* 

While he was hefitating in regard to his future 
cohdu£^, and laying pians to remove thpfe gave 
him umbrage, his own ruin came from a quarter. 
. '^hic]^ he did not expeft, and was not prepared* 
to refifl* Marlhal Munich, fecretly difgufte4 
with theregcnt, fomented the difcomtent^ awak* 
dned the fufpiciona of the princefo AAne, pter 
vailed upon her to order the arreft of the duko. 
o£ Couxland, and fucceeded in fecuring his per* 
ibn on the i Sth of December, only twenty day^ 
ifter hia appointment ta th^ regenc^^ Mau-'. 

/ ftein^ 
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flein, wBo was employed by Munich on this oo' 

caiion * penetrated, at the head of twcijty men^ 

into the palace inhabited by Biron, tfaonglb 

guarded by forty foldiersy who were placed un-» 

der the windows of his bed-chamber, and by nu-*: 

merous centinels pofied in the apartments. Be^^ 

ing perfonally Tcnown to the Gphtineb, thfey 

permitted him to paft, thinking that he had an> 

^air of confeqaence to communicate to the xqh 

gent. Having forced open the door^ he ap*: 

ptoached the bed, in which the duke and dnchefsl 

ilept^^o foundly that the noife did not Iwaldeir 

fiiem* On drawirig the curtains, both ftarted up! 

II furprife, and the duke infiaotly leaped frcHii: 

Ihe bed with an intention to efcape, but was( pre^*^ 

▼ented by Manftein, who threw himfelf upon^ 

lim, and held him till the foldiers'xaihe to hw 

tffiflance. In this ftruggle tlie duke difengaged 

kimfelf from Manfiein, and endeavouring tSi 

lurft from the foldiers who laid hold of his arm^ 

irceived feveral blows with the but-ends of their 

nuikets. Being at length throw'ni>n'the floor;^ 

lis mouth gagged with a handkerchief, and hisr 

knds tied behind with an officer's fafh, he w^ 

Id to the guard-room, covered with a foldier'sr 

cbak, and conveyed in a carriage to the winter 

pdace in which tl^princefs Annerefided. When 
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be was led out, the duchefe fprangout of bed, ran 
after him into the f):reet, fcreaxning in an agotiy <& 
defpaiTy till forced away by the foHiers, flie funk 
down on the fnpw, and yrould have perifhed had 
not the captain of the guard furniflied her with 
elothes, and re-conducled her to the paUce. 

The next day the duke and hrs family W?re 
conveyed to thefortrefs of Schluffelburgh, and 
in June were removed to Pelim, a fmail town in 
Siberia, where he wa^ impi;:ifoned in a wooden 
liovelnnder the. ftri6lefl confinement. But he 
did not long ifemain in this drjeary fituation. 
T;be emprefe. Elizabeth recalled him from his Jm- 
prifonmept; and. if his misfortunes ha,dnot fof* 
tened-his yindiftive fpirit, he enjoyed the., plea* 
&fe of feeing )iias eneiny, Marfllal M unich,* 9c- 
aupy that hovel which he had juft quitted. 
! Biron yf9A transferred to a comfortable man- 

fion ^t Yaxaflaf, where he received five rqubles 

. > ■ ' ■.■>.. 

a^ day, and the permiflion of hunting in the 
vicinity. In this fituation, wretched whei 
<p)ntrafted witji his former ftation ^ the om 
nipotent 'favourite of Anne, or as regent a 
Httfiia, but a paradife when compared with hi 
prifon at Eeliai, He pafied his days during thfe 
whole reign of Eliz;abeth. On her demife, Pe 
ter the Third recalled Bin>ii to Peterfbu^gh, bi% 
did not reinftate him in the duchy of Cdurlani, 
Birpnhad refufed, during his fconfinement, o 
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refign his right to that duchy, although he was 
oiFered his liberty, and a peniion of 100,000 rou« 
bles ; nor could he be prevailed upon by Peter 
the Third to abdicate in favour of the duke of 
Holftein ; nobly adding, that he would undergo 
a fecond imprifonment rather than injure his 
family. Catharine reilored )iim to his former 
dignity. 

In 1763, Biron repaired to Mittau, twenty-* 
eight years afler his election, and for the firft 
time fince he had been raifed to the ducal throne. 
Prince Charles of Saxony, although fupported 
by a large party in Courland, yet receiving no * 
afiffftance from his father Auguftus the Third, 
was compelled to retire before the Ruffian forces; 
and Biron received the oaths of allegiance from 
the whole nation. In 1764, he obtained from 
the king and i*epublic of Poland the inveftiture 
of Courland for his eldeft fon Peter, the prefen^ 
duke ; in 1 769, abdicated in his favour, and, 
in 1772, clofed at Mittau, in the eighty-third 
year of his age, a .|ife Qf unparalleled vieiffi* 
tude. 

The confti^tion ♦ ^ Courland is extremely 
complicated, and the nght^ of PoUnd, of the 

^ For the biftory and conftlttition pf Courland, fee Lengnicl^ 
|iir. Publ. Keg. Poloui. lib. I. c. x, iec. v. to yii. and Ziegennohi** 
BtaftU^Recbt dcr Hcrtzogthuemer Covirla&d aui SesnegaUeii> 





duke, and of tlie diet are io intarwoYen, a» trt 
be difcriminated nith difficulty. 

From the hiftoiical fketch of the fucceffioft to 
theducal thrcme; it will appear that Courland is 
amale^^fief, dependent on and <:onferred by thft 
crown of Poland. The territorial fuperiority 6£ 
Poland is fettled by the PaBaSubjectianis, or ^&:;i 
of vaffalage, ratified by the king and duke, on the 
,feccipt of the inveftiture. The king invefts each 
duke with the duchies of Courland and SexnH 
galKa as fiefs of Poland ; and receives his ho-^ 
iD^e as frona n vai&l to his. liege lord. If Po- 
land is engaged i& war^ the d\ike mufi; fnniiib 
%oo horfe, or 500 infaiitiy ;; and the nobles are 
bound to fupply 200 horfe, or so, 000 dollars m 
the firft year of the war, provided no Polifh or 
enemy's troops are quartered in Courlandy and 
10,000 dollars in each of the fucceeding years* 
The i»oney hears on one fide, the head of the 
king, or the areas of Poland and Lithuania ; and 
» ftrack on the.&.i»e ftandard as the ooio: 
of .Palnnd. The PoU^ money paflfes current la 
Courland, and the Courlandifh in Poland. 

The king ftttleq difputes between the duke 
and his fubj^^, r^eceives remonfirances againft 
any infringement of privileges from the diet, 
sind can order the redrefs of grievances. 

The diet of Poland ratifies all lawaf which. alter 

or new-model* the conftitution, confirms the 

6 creation 
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creation of Bobles, and ^ the in^genat rechf^ or 
right of naturalizatioB, recoinmeiided by tho 
duke and diet of Courlaiid. It is alfo the fn^ 
premc court of judicature, to which any noble 
may appeal from the decifion of the courts of 
juftice in Courland. In all civil caufes abov^. 
the value of 500 Polifli florins, and in all crimi* 
nal cafes fpecified in the fiatutes, the final decir 
fion is left to the king and republic. The king 
in return binds himfelf to fapport the conftitu*. 
tion, the duke in all his prerogatives, and the. 
iK>bles and burghers in all their privileges. 

The duke and diet enjoy the fupreme autho* ' 
rity in all other circumftanqea, not contradictory , 
to their feodal dependance, or which are nofe 
mentioned in the ads of fubjeclion. , 

The duke is in veiled with the executive power^. 
and the general adminiftration of affairs. He- 
has a negative in all ihd proceedings of the diet, 
confers the principal charges, both civil and ndi- 
litary, enjoys the right of pardoning criminals,, 
judges in particular cafes without appeal, in allr 
civil caufes below 500 Polifli florins, and in de-». 
linquencies and crimes not fpecified in the ilatute> 
law. 

The duke, ftriftly fpeaking, has the right tO; 
declare war, make peace, or contract alliances ; 
bi^t although fome inftances of his exercifing^ ^ 
^fe prerogatives have occurced^ yet he ufu^Uy 

confults 
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confults the diet on thefe occafions. His reve* 
JJUC8 are ample, and derived from the ducal 
demefnes, which are fuppofed to form one-third 
of the duchy, froip tol|s and cuftoms, manorial 
and feudal rights^ fines, and confifcations of 
goods, amoiunting to not lefs than ^f. 1 60, OOO, 
pei: annum, which almoft entirely belongs to his 
privy piirfe, as the expenccs of his court are trif- 
ling, and he is not permitted to maintain more 
than 500 i:roops. The prerogatives of the duke 
are circnmfcribed by his vaflalageto Poland, by 
the diet of Courknd, and the privileges of the 

4 

Bobles. 

Diets are ordinary or extraordinary; botit 
convpked by the duke, either at his own pleafure, 
or Ut the requeft of the nobles. Extraordinary 
diets are fummoned as occafion requires. Ordi^ 
»ary diets are convoked every two years, fix 
Week« before the meeting of the Polilh diet. 
With the circular letters ex'pedited to the pa- 
riihes for the eleftion of the deputies, the duke 
lends the prop(^tions called Deliberations, which 
are to be laid before the diet, and mufi, at the 
feme time, tranfmit any grievances complained 
of by the body of nobles, for the confideration of 
thataffembly. 

The deputies mixft be noble, and are ele6ied by * 
th^ nobks in their refpeai ve pariflies. Their nuni- 
|>er is uncertain, becaule - fometimes pne parifli 

> chafes 
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chufes one or two deputies, and npt unufuaUy 
three parilhes join in appointing or^ly one, but 
may be efiimated at twenty-feven, the number of 
pariilies. 

The diet aflembles generally at Mittau, and 
chufes, by a majority of votes, a marflial or pre- 
fident. Tlie deputies then, headed by the mar- . 
fljal, repair to the palace, are received by the 
diike in ftate, kifs his hand, and are entertained 
at dinner* 

The diet, conjointly with the duke, impofesi 
taxes, and pafles all laws and regulations which 
do not infrixge on the feodal rights of Poland, 
or alter the conftitution. 

The diet firft fiibmits all grievances to th« 
duke ; and if Jie confiders them i^ugatory, and 
refufesto redrefs them, the deputies jenjoy the 
privilege of laying their remonftrances befoii^e 
the ^iet of Poland, as the fapreme cQurt of le^ 
giilature. 

^ All ^uefiions are carried or reje^ed by the 
majority, and each deputy muft vote accordfhg 
to the inftru6liOns of his conilituents; but in all 
infio-uees wherein the conilituents have not fully 
inftru6led the deputy, his vote is null, and the 
fentiments of the majority prevail, 

From this abfurd method of giving previous 
Wiftrudions, and the attempts of thfe deputies to 

elude them, many iuftances occur ii^ the hiftory 
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of Courlarid, in whicli the Ihinority have prevail- 
ed over the majority : this cuftoth has alfo given 
rife to feveral attempts fuGcefsfully made for a 
fmgle deputy to affume the right of the libe" 
rum veto* as in Poland, though under another 
name, and to diffolve the diet from his fole op-^ 
.pofition. 

' At the diffolution of the diet, the deputies are 
bound to acquaint their conftituents in perfon 
with the tranfadions ; a circumftance which gi\^i 
rife to faftions, and has not unfrequently occa- 
fioned civil conimotiohs. 

Many of the privileges enjoyed by the nobles 
are enormous, and inconfiftent with every princi- 
ple of found policy. A noble cannot be arrefted, 
by order of the duke, for the mod flagrant afl*, 
except within twenty-four hours after the com- 
miffion of the crime; if he efcapes during that 
time, he cannot be arrefted without an order 
from the king and republic of Poland ; he can- 
hofrbe irhprifoned till found guilty, or executed, 
but by permiflion of the king and republic. 

The higheft and mofl; important officers of 
ftate muft be drawn from their body. Nobles 
are exempted from the payment of all taxes and 
impoft^; being only bound, according to the feo* 
dal tenure, to furnifh in time of war theif quota 
of cavalry. Their power over their peafants is, 
if poffible, more unbounded than that of the Po- 



• See Book I. ch. 5, 
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Ifih gentry. In judging ddinquencks and <;rimes^ 
a noble can fonn a fammaty court of judice, 
Compofed of himfelf, three or font* friends, and an 
attorney, and^ after a mock-ttial, may order cor^ 
poral punifliment^ or may inflict immediate exe« 
cution.' 

The duke is affifled in the adminiftration of 
affairs by a privy council, called the Supreme^ 
Council, compofed of four high counfellors, and 
two civilians or do6lor8, all appointed by 1^ 
dake» but holding their places for life, uhlef^ 
proved guilty of malvcrfation, and removed by 
the king of Poland. The four high counfellors 
are,' the high iteward, the chancellor, tlie bur<> 
grave, and the nvarfliaL The province of thl* 
council is to advife the duke in all concerns of 
ftate, to preferve the rights and privileges of tho^ 
fubjed, and to remonftrate agaipft grievances^ 

Tlie four high counfellors form alfo, in con- 
judion with tlfe duke, the criminal court of ju* 
dicatore for the nobles, to which an appeal lits 
itotSL the inferior courts of juftice ; and wliicb' 
Judged all crimes, excepting premeditated mur^ 
der, wilful burning of houfes, robbery, rapes, or 
open violence, which, being capita], are referred 
to the king of ^oFand. The fame four high 
counfellors are invefted with the regency, during 
the minority, abfence, or ficknefs of the duke, or 
on a vacancy of the ducal throne* In thefe cafes, 

ti 
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the tvvo civilians, who are cohfidered a» thtt 
duke's counfeIIoc$, are excluded, to the great 
detriment of the country, as they are ufually the 
ffloft enlightened counfellors, and not being . 
nobles, are more inclined to enqourag^ manu- 
faftures and commerce^ and are particularly at- 
tentive, that the privileges of the lower orders 
iliould be preferved. 

The enormous privileges of the nobles have 
been the occafion of exciting the civil commo- 
tions which have overwhelmed Courland for 
this laft century. Its internal hiftory is a con- 
tinued feries of difputes between the duke and -. 
the nobles ; the boafted freedom of the coimtry 
IS a fpirit of fa6lion under the name of liberty, 
which, as in Poland, meins an iriftocratical li- 
centioufnefs, oppreffing others, but free itfelf to 
commit all kinds of enormities. ' 

In all coimtries, where the fpirit of feodal de(^ 
potifm (the worft fpecies of tyranny) prevails^ 
the peafants are oppreffed, and agriculti^re is in a 
declining ftat^; the merchants are defpifed, and 
commerce languiflies ; men of learning are neg- 
lefted, and letters uncultivated ; the nobles and 
gentry alone enjoy the right of being land- 
holders, and center in themfelves the whole power 
of government. Daily, however, this odious 
flavery lofes ground ; the age becomes more en- 
lightened ; the citizen, the merchant, the ma- 

nufadurer. 
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nufafturer, and the peafant, gain efieem and 
coniequence ; and the time perhaps is not 
diilant, when they will be permitted to enjoy 
the common rights of mankind. 

Should the duke die without iffuc, thfi right 
of apppinting a fucccffoi* is vefted in the diet 
of Courland, with the approbation of the l^ing 
and republic of Poland, But as Courland is 
too fmall a ft ate to aft independently of the 
great neighbouring kingdoms, the nomination 
of the new duke muft depend on the w ill of 
that po^i'er which has moft preponderance in the 
north, and confequcntly moft influence in Po- 
land. 

When Poland was the great preponderating 
power, Courland was fulSTervient to that rejpublic ; 
when Sweden^ under Guflavus Adolphus^ and his 
immediate fuccefibrs, ro& fuperibr to Poland, it 
was over-run bv the Swedes, and its fovereisrn led 
into captivity * . When the fortune of the 
houfe of Vafa declined, and Ruffia gained the 
afceudancV) CourlaiKi became almoft a province 
of Ruffia; the dukes were eleded and depofed^ 
by the influetice of the court of Peterlburgh, 
and its dfepcD^ence on Poland if a$ a mere for-' 

X. king of Swedeiu 
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mality. But as Ruflia has lately loft her in- 
duence in Poland, the duke of Courland has 
emancipated himfelf from his abfolute depen- 
dence on the court of Peterlburgh: Whether 
this -emancipation is temporary or permanent 
inuft depend on the fate of the prefent war, and 
the iffixc of the pending negotiations *. 



* Courland is now a province of the Rufllan empire. Soon after 
the conqueft and final divifion of Poland, Peter, duke of Courland, 
repaired to Peteribuigh s he had an audience of Catharine the 
^cond, onthe 12th of March 1795, and -was received with the 
htgheft honours. About the fame time, the diet of Courland af-> 
fembled, and after ibme trifling oppofltion, but much violent alter- 
cation, declared the two duchies of Courland aiid Semigallia iepa- 
rated from their feudal dependance on Poland, and fubmitted 
themielves to the dominion of Rutta. (March 18, 1795)* 
^ On the 28th^ the duke ifTued an a6t of renunciation, and Cour^ 
land was erected into a government, divided into nine circles, un- 
der a RttiEan governor, leiident at Mittaa. The £daries were con- 
tinued to the officers of ftate, and peribns holdiiig places under 
ttie former government; and the duke himfelf was amply gratified 
for the refignation of his dignity. He had been long at variance 
tfith his fubjedb, and fcarcely 'ever refided at Mittau ; he had alfo 
forefeen the loft of hu dominions, and had fecured large fluns of 
money, with which he purchafed the duchy of Sagau, and the 
counties of Wartenberg, Belin, and Gofchutz, in Sifefia,and eihtes 
in BMQidfnburglu He ftiU retains the title of duke of Courland 
^nd Semi^lia. Peter ym bom in 1724^ and has by his mft, 
Anne Charlotte Dorc^eas daughter of John Frederic count of 
Medem, feveral daughters. His brother prince Charles was bom 
' ia 1728, and has by the {M-incefii AppoHonia Poninfka feveral 
fons. . - 

•The 
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The prevailing religion is the Lutheran, but 
all other perfuafions are tolerated ; and the Ro- 
man catholics are capable of holding all mili* 
tary and civil offices, that of chancellor and a 
few others excepted. ' 

The language is a dialed of tl>c Livonian or 
Lettifli, the fame which is fpokeni, with a little 
variation, by the Livonians and Efthonians, and 
is probably derived from the Finnifli. The 
nobles and gentry, being defcended from Ger>' 
man fettlers, fpeak German^ and that tongue is 
alwavs ufed in the debates 6f the diet. 

Prom INfittau vrt travelled the di^chy of 
Courland, a country f>yeUing into gentle hills, 
and fertile in corn, Jhemp, and flax. The inhabi- 
tants export thofe commodities from the port of 
Libau on the Baltic, the only commercial town 
of Courland, and import in return^ coffee, tea, . 
wines, cloth, fait, and other foreign merchan- 
dize, which fupply the interioi" confumption. 
The country is moftly open; but in ifome partS?^- 
clothed with forefts of pine and fir, dotted with . 
occafion^l groves of fine pak, and fprinkled with 
much under- wood. The villages are neat, the 
fcattered cottages and gentlemen*s feats prettily 
fituated amid clumps of trees, and the inns pro- 
vided with beds,- a great luxury to travellers juft 

T 9, come 
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come from. RufTia. ^ The roads are extremely in- 
dilFerent, and in this feafon of the year fcarcely 
paflable. 



N 
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CHAP. II. 

Of Catharine 1.— Her origin and early adyctttures.— Warned to t 
Swediili dragoQn>--Captured hj the Rttffiatis.*-Beconies the ttif- 
tnfkf conlbrt, and facxcflbr of Peter the Great.<>-Hiftory of bcf 
tletadon to thd thrane.-»Ocath and chira^er. 

MANY autho« have expreffed great fur- 
prize at the contradiftory reports relative 
to the origin of Catharine I. .But to expeft that 
the hiftory of a peribn of lovr extra6lion, who 
gradually rofe to the moft exalted {lation, iliould 
contain no uncertain and difcordant accounts, is 
to expeft impoffibilities. All that remains, there* 
fore, is, without prejudice or partiality, to com- 
pare the various hiflories of Catharine L and to 
coUeft from the whole the mod probable narra- 
tive. 

Catharine was the natural daughter * of a 

country 

* I (hall make a iew remarks concerning the authors from whom 
I hare principally esttraf^ed this account of Catharine I. The &ft 
And moft authentic is Weber. 

Weber was the Hanoverian reildent at Peterlburgh during part 
of the reign of Peter L and took extraordinary pains to obtain the 
bed information relative to the origin ' of Catharine. Hfi learned 
the Ruflian language of Wurmb, who was tutor to Gluck*s chil- 
dren when Catharine was in that minifter^s houfe at Marienbuigh ; 
fiom hiiDi therefor^ he was able to obtain the moft authentic in- 

T I teUigence. 
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country girl, and was born at Ringen, a fmall 

village 



tclligencc. Weber may have been miftakcn in a few trifiing inci- 
dents, but bis narrative upon the whole is to be depended upojv 
See Verandertes Rufsland, voL III. p. 7-*ia 

La Motraye, in his Travels, has given a (hort accoun^t of her fa« 
0ijly, &c. Among other intelligence, he c6)lci!£^ed much infonna- 
tion from a Livonian girl» who hadb^en £o\d by the Ruffians to the 
Turks, and whom he bought of the Janizaries : this girl knew Ca- 
tharine at ]^s^rie^burgh» and told him feveral particulass relating 
to her, which were afterwards confirmed to him in Livonia. ,Thc 
account of La Motiaycjcrtrreippnds with that o^ Weber in the prin- 
dipal events^ differing. p^ly in a few. triiiing points.. ' 

Bruce has alfp givcp. an account of her origin, which he ael^tes 
as he heard it told by thofe who knew her from her in^cy. His 
lian-ative correfpoiids. Upon the whole, with tha.t of Weber in all 
^(fential' circumftance^. ' . . i i . 

^ Thefe three perfonsare the principal authors, who yf^ sp. |tufli» 
towards the beginning of this century, and colle^led information on 
the fpot : we may therefore rely on them \«^ith more (kfety than 
upon later, writers; and they all agree in confirming the lownefsj^ 
gf her birth, and her^ marriage with the Swediih dr^eoon. 

Voltaire, in his life of Peter I. has flightly paffed over the early, 
adventures of Catharine: he mentions nothing of her birth, her 
marriage witli the Swediih foldier ; as circumftances derogatory 
from the hpnour of the mother of the emprefs Elizabeth, by whofe 
defire he wrote the life of Peter the Great. But, willing to ennoble 
the family of Cathariile I. he records a flange ftory, which has all 
the air of a romance, concerning a brother' of Catharine, nanied^ 
Scavronfici, who was found to be the fan of a gentleman of Lithu- 
afiia. Voltaire cites for his authority ** le manufcrit curieux d*un 
homme qui etait alors au fcrvice du czar, 8c qui parle conune tc- 
moinj** but without mentioning his name. 

From Voltaire many Succeeding authors have advanced that C^ 
tlmrine was of the family of Scavronfki ; and it is certain that thcj^ 
emprefs Elizabeth acknowledged that family as her relations, and^ 
conferred honours upon its members* 

• The 
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village upon the Lake Virtcberve, near Dorpt/ 

iu 

Tills anecdote coneeming Scavroniki is positively con^tradidpd 
by a paflage in BaiTevitz^^who afHftcd Mentc^ikof in raiiing Catha- 
rine to the throne^ and w)lo muft liave known if any brother of^ 
Catharine had been at Peteriburgh during the life of Peter. He^ 
aiTertSa that Catharine did not produce any of her relations dunn|g 
Peter*s life : that after his death a perfon made his appearance at 
Peteriburgh as her brother, under the name of court Hendrikofi- 
that he lived in obfcurity during the reigns of Peter XL and Anne^ 
and that Elizabeth made his (on a chamberlain*. Bulching^ IX^ 

P- 29S- ... 

Weber alfo upon this head relates, '' that a near relation of Ca« 

tharine came to Peteriburgh with his family, coniifting of three 
fons and two daughters. He was called count Ikavoroniki [cer-^ 
tainly the fame as Scavronfki] ; the, eldeil daughter, Sophia, waa 
appointed by theei^prefs maid of honour; the other children wem 
educated by their Either* The arrival of tbefefirangers gave rife ta 
many reports concerning the origin of Catharine } that her father, 
whofe name was faid to be John Rabe, was a quarter-mafter in a 
Swediih regiment; and that her mother was the d^u^ter of a 
town-fecretary of Riga. The widow, after her huiband's death, 
went to her relations at Riga; but foon dying, G luck took th& 
foundling into his family. Thefe reports, ivhicb began to circu**^ 
late, occalioned a public decree, forbidding all pedqns, upon psun 
of death, from uttering difrefpe^ful ef preilions againft the latq 
emperor^ or the xtigpm^ emprefs and her family.** Ver. }luir« 
vol. III. p. 76. :- 

We may indeed take it for granted, that if Catharine's fan&ilx 
liad been nobly defcended, the fecret would have been difcovered 
during the life of Peter, and have been favourably receiv^ by that 
emperor, who was prevented by the obfcurity ofber birth from parry- 
ing her with him to Paris, not being willing to expofe her to infult ; 
^^ II ne vouloit pas Texpofer, dit-on, aux rebuts qu*i( craignait 
pour elle, *vu Vobfcurite dtfa nai/fanc4, de la dflicatelTe Fmn^aifi;.*; 
SalTeyitz in Buf. Mag. IX. p. 316. 

T 4 An 
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in Livonia. The year 6f her T>irth is upcertain ; 

but, 



An Auftr^ envoy, ivho wis at Pctcrfburgh in T725, and wrote 
sn iccoont to his eouit of her acccffion to* the thrpnc, lays, *• that 
' ihe was a natural daughter of a Livonian nobleman, whofe name 
was AlVendhel ; that her mother afterwards married a rich peaiknr, 
1^ whom fhe had a fon aiid a daughter^ that the former was put to 
death by Peter, for openly declaring himfelf to be the brother of 
Catharine ; and that the iifier received for fome time a peniion of 
300 roubles from the emprefs, - but was afterwards confined in a 
houfe of correftion' during the reign of Peter I. by Catharine's 
dcfire." He adds, << Catharine was brought up in Gluck^s houfe f 
ihe became the miftrefs of Tiefenhoufen, a capt#in of Swedifh 
horfe, by whom fhe iia^ a fon ; he afterwards gave her in marriage 
to a dragoon of his- troop, with whom (he lived three years, until 
fhe was taken prifi>ner at Narva by the RulH^s/*^ But this minif- 
ter, who is well informed in what relates to the latter part of Ca- 
tharine's life, and the means by ^hich fhe afcended the throne, 
feeifts to have detailed many idle reports about her family and early 
hifkwy/ Bufch. Hifl. Mag. XI. p. 48. 

- Before I>clofe this note I mufl mention the opinion of Bufching, 
who, during his reiideilce at Peterfburgh, colle61ted much authentic 
information in rcfpeft to the various parts of the Ruflian hiftory: 
amongf( other articles, 'he has given anecdotes of Catharine I. 
which he opens by faying, ** All the accouAts which writers have 
hitherto given, or rather conjeftured, of the birth and ^mily "Of 
Catharine I. are falfe.'* *Ibid. III. p. igo* He fays her family was 
from Lithuania, and her father's name Samuel; her brother was 
count Charies Scavronfki; her fifter Chriflina married count Simon 
Hendrikof, and the other, whofe name was Anne, Michael Yefi- 
mofki. He confirms her marriajgie with the Swedifh dragoon, but 
places the icene at Praul^dt in Poland, and not at Marienburgh. 
He informs us, that he obtained this information from aji old lady 
-whofe name he conceals, who died lately at Peterfburgh, and knew 
Catharine from her fh^ appearance in Ruf7ia,and was greatly in her 
j&voui;. He adds alfo an account of an officer who brought Catha- 
rine's 



\ 
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but, according to her own account *, flic came 
into the world on the 5th of April> 16Q9. Her 
original nan)e was Martha, which fte changed 
for Catharine when ihe embraced the Greek re* 
ligion. Count Rofen, a lieutenant-colonel in 
the Swedifh . fervice, who owned the village of 
Bingen, fupported, according to the cuftom of 
the country, both the mother and child, and 
wad, for Ihat reafon, fuppofed to be her father. 
She loft her mother, when flie was three vcars 
old, and, count Rofen dying about the fame time, 
was left in fo deftitute a fituation, that the 
clerk of the village received her into his houfe, 

rine^ filler Anne from Lithuania to Peteriburgh. With great de — 
fecence, however, to fo refpe^table an authority, we cannot, merely 
ti|»on tbk heariay evidence, fet aiide*the teftimonics of V^Tebcrf La 
Motraye, and Bruce : this ftory ieems, in effe6^, theiame flying report 
as that in Voltaire; and the lady who gavt the intelligence to 
Bufching might he willing to ratify the current report in Eliza* 
heth^t dnk4f ia honour of her friend and patronelb Catharine, It 
afpeanii hQwevn> as well from this intelligenace as from the infor« 
mation of Weber and BafTevitz, that fome real or pretended rela- 
tions of Catdarine made their appearance at PeterfbuKgh during her 
rt\gnt that they were acknowledged and promoted by her» a|id af* 
l^rvnar^ by Elizabeth, not unwilling* perhaps, to believe^ without 
inquiry, her mother^'s family to be nobly deicended, 

Schmidt* in his Materialien, &c. has coUe^ed in one point of 
view great part of the intelligence which relates to Catharine 
and toliim I am greatly obliged for abridging the trouble ntctSkry 
in fuch a complicated inquiry. 

^ BaiTevitz in Bufching, IX. p. 375. Same lay (he was bom fo 
early as 1683. Bulching, IX. p. 481. . 

Soon 
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Soon afterwards Gluck, Lutheran minifter of 
Marienburgh, took her under his proteftion, 
brought her up in his family, and employed 
her in attending his children. In 1701 * ihe 
efpoufed a dragoon of the Swedifh garrifon of 
Marienburgh f. Many different accounts arc 
given of this tranfadion : one author J of great 
credit affirms that the bride and bridegroom re- 
mained together eight days after their marriage; 
another §, of no lefs authority, afferts, that on 
the morning of the nuptials her hufband was' 
fent with a detachment for Riga, and the mar- 
riage was never confummated. This much is 
certain, that the dragoon was abfent when Ma- 
rienburgh furrendered to the Ruffians, and.Ca- 
tliarine, rpferved for a higher fortune, never faw 
him more. 

General Bauer, on the capture of Maricn-^ 
burgh, faw Catharine among the prifoners.; and, 
fmitten with her . beauty, took her to his faoufi^ 
where fhe fuperin tended his domeftic affairs, and 
was fuppofed to be his miftrefs. Soon afterwards 
flie was removed into the family of prince Ment- 

• Weber fays in her 18th year ; but if, according to her own ac? 
count, (he was born in 1689, (he was only thirteen. 

t Wurmb alTurcd Weber, that during her ce(idcncc at Marien- 
burgh' (he was a pattern of virtue and good behaviour ^ which 
contradifts the report, that fhe had been a conunon woman in 
Livonia. 

I Weber. ^ Bruce, p. 74. 

chikof, 
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chikof, who was no lefs ftruck with the attrac- 
tions of the fair captive : with him flie lived un- 
til 1 704, when, in the feventeenth year of her 
age, ihe became the miftrefs of Peter the Great, 
and won fo much upon his aifecHons, that he ef- 
poufed * her • on the 29th of May, 1711. The 
ceremony was fec-retly perfonncd'at Jawerbf in 
Poland, in the preface of general BfuCe, and on 
the 20th ofTehtnkry, 1712, was publicly folem- 
nized at Peterfburifh. 

Catharine, by the mod unwearied affiduity and 
unremitted attention, by the foftnefs and com- 
placency of her difpofition, but a*bpVe all by an 
extraordinary livelinefs of terhpev acquired a 
wonderful afcendency over the mind of Peter. 
The emperor was fubjeft to oceafional horrors, 
which rendered him gloomy 'and fufpicious, and 
produced a temporary madnefs. In thefe dread- 
ful moments Catharine was the only perfon who 



' • Gordon (ays flie had fevcral children by the czar before he cf- 
|K>ured her, particularly the princefs Anne. The czar^ he addt, 
yns married to h^ in 1 7 lo. Life of Peter, Vol. II. p. 2 58. V^eber 
only relates, that the marriage, which was before kept fecret, was 
ihade public in 171 1. Voltaire places the fecret marrriage in 1707. 
A pailage in Bruce^s Memoirs is decifive : *^ On the J7th (May, 
17 1 1 ) we arrived at Wariaw, and at Jawerof on the 29th, wheff* wc 
found the czar and czarina, and they were privately married, at 
*wbicb ceremony the general ^was frefent% ahd upon thiS' occasion lie 
was made mailer-general- df the ordnance, in t-he room of^he prince 
of Melita, who died a prifoner in Sweden/* P* 36. 



ventured 
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ventured to approach him : fuch was the kind 
of fafcinatian * ilie had acquired over his fei^fegi 
that her prefence had an inftantaneous effeft ; 
the firft found of her voice compofed his mind 
and calmed his agonies. From tlicfc circum- 
fiances Ihe feemed neceflary, not only to his 
comfort, but even to his exiftence ; ihe became 
his infepara1>le companion during his joumies 
into foreign countries, and accompanied him 
even in his military expeditions. 

The peace of Pruth, by which the Ruffian ar- 
my was refcued from certain deilru£iitm, has 
been wholly attributed to Catharinei thougb flic 
was only the infirument in extorting the confeut 
of Peter. In the campaign of 1 7 il againfl the 
TurkS) having imprudently led his troops into a 
difadvantageous fituation, he formed the defpe- 
rate refolution of cutting his way through the 
Turkifli army in the night, and retiring to 
his tent in an agony of defpair, gave pofitive 
orders that no one fhoutd be admitted, under 
pain of death. In this important junfture, the 
principal officers, and the vice-chancellor Shaf- 
firof t> affe^lbled in the prefence of Catharine, 
and drew up certain preliminaries to obtain a 

• " Elle avait un afcendant fur fts fens, qui tcnait prefque du 
firodige.'* Baflcvitz in Bufch. IX. p. 294. 
t Motraye's Travels, 7oU HL p. 151, note, alfo p. loj. 

truce 
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truce from the grand vizier. Plenipotentiaries 
were immediately dif^atched, without the know* 
ledge of Peter, to the grand vizier, and a peace 
t>btained on more reafonable conditions than 
could have been expefted. With thefe conditions 
Catharine, notwithftanding the orders iflbed by 
Peter, entered the tent, and obtained his fignature. 
By her c!ondu£i CattHrinc acquired great popu- 
larity, and the emperor fpecifics her behaviour 
at Pruthj as one of the reafons which induced him 
to crown her publicly at Mofcow with his own 
hand. This ceremony * was performed in. 1724; 
and, though defigned by Peter only as a proof 
of his affedlion^ was the caufe of her fubfequent ^ 
elevation. 

Some authors have affirmed, without the fraall- 
eft foundation, that Peter placed the crown upon 
her head as a prelude to his future intention 
in her favour, and even appointed her his fuc- 
ceffor ; but no traces of this intention were ever 
difcoveredi Nothing indeed' affords a ftronger 
proof of the contrary, than the manifefto-of Ca- 
tharine's, acceffion, in which flie refill her right 
folely on her coronation at Mofcow, and on the 
refolutions of the fenate, the clergy, knd the bo- 
dy of the generals f. Her influence continued 

• The reader will find a circumftantial account of the corona-' 
' tion, with all the ceremonies and entertainments, in Bruce, who 
wasvhimfelf preftnt* Bruce's Memoirs, p. 351 to 363. 
• t SeeDumont, Corps Diplom voL VIII. p. ;t. p. 104. 

— undiminiiliod 



undiminifhed until a fliort time before the death 
of Peter ; when fome circmnftances occafioned 
>a mifunderftanding^, which might have ended in 
a total rupture, if his death had not intervened. 
Thex)riffinalcaufe of this mifunderftandins^ arofck 
from the difcovery of a fecret connexion be- 
tween Catharine and'M6ns,her firft chamberlain. 
The emperor, fufpicious of the connexion, quit- 
ted Peterfburgh under pretence of removing to 
a villa for a few days ; but privately returned to 
his winter palace in the capital. From whence 
he occafionally fent a confidential page wjth a 
complimentary meffage to the emprefs^as if he 
was iti the c6untry, with fecret orders to obferve 
her motions. From his information, tibe empe- 
ror, on the third night, furprifed Catharine in an 
arbour of the garden with her favourite Mons ; 
while his filler, M^ame Balke, who was firft la- 
dy of the bed-chamber, was in compaiiy with a 
page, upon the watch without the arbour. ;*, 
Peter * ftruck Catharine with his cane, as.well 

\ " •■•'■• •■"' 

* Baflevltz^ and Voltaire relate this tranfaf^ion in a -different 
manner, but neither of them would wprefent any circumftancc* 
tending in the leaft to cripiinate Catharine. The Aufh-ian cjivoy, . 
from whom the above relation is chiefly extra6bed, lays that Ke re-' 
ceived information of the whole affair from the page fent .by Peter, 
whofe name was.Drevenich. Bufch, Hift. Mag. XT. p. 49. Baile- 
vitz himfelf mentions the anecdote of his driving her under filie 
gallowii } which feems to imply, that Peter certainly thCmght Catba* 
rine guilty of an intrigue with Mons. 

<2 a:5 
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as the page who endeavoured to prevent hini from 
entering the arbour, and then retired without 
tittering a fingle word. Mons and his fifter were 
taken into cuftody, and a' report was circulated, 
that they were imprifoned for receiving bribes, 
and making their influence over the emprefs fub- 
icrvient to their own mercenary views. Mons was 
carried to the winter palace, where no one had 
admiilion to him but Peter, whohimfelfbroughti 
his provifions ; being examined in the prefence 
of major-general Ufchakof, and threatened with 
the torture, he confeffed the corruption laid to 
his charge, and was beheaded. His fifter received 
five ilrokes of the knoot, and was banifhed into 
Siberia ; two of her fons, who were chamberlains, 
were alfo degraded, and fent as common foldiers 
among the Ruffian troops in Perfia. On the day 
fubfequent to the execution of the fentenc^ 
Peter conveyed Catharine in an open carriage 
under the gallows, to which was nailed the head 
of Mons ; the emprefs, without changing colour 
at this dreadful objeft, exclaimed, " What a 
pity it is, that there is fomuch corruption among 
courtiers*." 

As this event was followed by Peter's death, 
and as Catharine recalled Madame fialke, ihe 
was fufpefted of fhortening the days of her huf- 

• Bailevitz in Bufch. OUt. Mag. IX. p. 372. 

band 
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band by poifon. But notwithflanding ihe ethi- 
cal fituation of Catharine at the time of Ym de*^ 
ceafc, and her fubfequcnt elevation^ thb charge 
is deftitutc of proof; for the nature of the dif- 
order with which Peter had been long sMiGtcd, 
and the peculiar fymptoms * of his laft ilinefs^ 
fuffictently account for his deaths without recur- 
ring to poifon. . 

Peter having, in 1724, decreed that the reign- 
ing fovereign ihould have the power of appoint- • 
ing his fucceflbr, ought, in common prudencci to. 
have provided one in cafe of his fudden death ; 



• •" P^tcr,** fays tfie Auftrian envoy, •* hid formerly contia^cd 
from one ^ ^ miftrelFes a comt>laiat^ which on account of lii» 
excefies was never completely eradicated ; and drinking at the ri- 
diculous ele6t}on of the mock patriar«li f, an enormous quantity of 
;wme, beer, mead/ and brandy^ it tncreafed to fiach a degree, as to 
become incurable ; but as there appeared no external fymptoms, 
the pbyficlans conceived the diforder to be the itone, and treated 
it accordingly. By thefe means the virus at length gradually 
gained fuch a height as to form an abfcefs in the bladder, which, in 
liis (ail illnefs, brought on a ftra^gory* that loon ended in his death. 
Upon his death-bed he gnevoully repented of his fins, coafeiTed 
that he had Ihed much innocent blood, exprefTed the greateil con- 
cern for his behaviour to his unfortunate fan ; adding, however, 
that he hoped God would forgive his fins, in • confiderati^^ q£ the 
g&odhe Uad conferred on his country.'' Bufcb. HHl.'^Mag. XI. 
p. 496. Gordon ikys, " becaught cold, which, with a'violent iiran* 
gury and retention of urine, occafioned by an impoflhnme in his 
bladder, put an end to his life on the z^th of January, 1 725.**' 

f Set an KOMtut of t||n ia Brace*! Meiinh«; 

but 
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but he vrvA feized with his laft illnefs before he 
had performed that neceffajy duty. Hrs difor*^ 
der was a ftranguary, which was hot at firft at- 
tended with alarming fymptoms'; but fuddenly in* 
trreafed t6 a violent degree, and occafioned fuch 
excruciating tortures, as totally deprived him of 
his fenfes. In a lucid interval Ke demanded pen 
tod paper, tad endeavoured to write, but could 
only tlrace charafters that were not legibl?. He 
then called for his daughter Anne; but before 
her arriral his fpeech and underftanding failed, 
and he remained in this (late fix-and-thirty 
hodrs until he expired * . * 

It is evident from this account, drawn from 
unqueftionable authorities, that he did not ap- 
point liis heir ; . and though fome perfons con- 
cluded, that he purpofed entailing the crown 
Upon his grandfon Peter, yet he probably deftined 
his ettleft daughter Anne to be his fucceffor ; but 
Was plfevented, by the fuddennefs of his death, 
from carrying his deiign iuto execution. 

While Peter was yet lying in the agonies of 
death, feveral oppofite parties were caballing 
to difpofe of the crown. At a conffderable 
meeting of many sUnong the principal nobility, 

* Baffevitz In Bofching IX. p. 373. alfo Weber Ver. Rufll roL II< 
VOL. II, ir i% 
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it was fecretly determined to arreft Catharine, at 
the moment of his diffolution, and place Peter 
Alexievitch upon the throne * . Baffevitz, ap- 
prized of this refolution,, repaired in perfon to 
the emprefs, although it was aheady night. 
" My grief and confternation," replied Catha- 
rine, " render me incapable of a6ling for myfelf ; 
do you aiid prince Mentchikof confult together, 
and 1 will embrace the meafures which you ihall 
approve in niy name.*' Baffevitz, finding Ment- 
chikof afleep, awakened and informed him of the 
preffing danger which threatened the emprefs and 
her party. As no time remained for delibera- 
tion, the, prince inftantly feized the treafure, fe- 
cured the fortrefs, gained , the officers of the 
guards by bribes and promifes, alfo a few o£ the 
nobility^ and the principal clergy. Tli^fe parti- 
sans being convened in the palace,- Cathariiie 
made her appearance: fhe claimed the throne in 
right of her coronation at Mofcow ; expofed the 
illeffefts of a minority, and promifed, that, " flic 
would rcceive the crown only as a facred depofit, 
to be ' reftbred to the great-duke, when flie 
(hould be united, in auother world, to an adored 
huftrandj whom flie was now upon the. point of 
lofmg.** 



* Tant qu'on lui favoit un foufle de vie, perfohrie n'ofoit Ten- 
trcprcndre. Telle £toit la force du refpea et de la terreur, qu'im- 
pnma ce h^ros. Baffevitz, p. 574, 

The 
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. , The pathetic manner with which Ihe uttered 
this addreft, is^nd the tears which accompanied 
it, added to the previous dillribution of large 
fums of money and jewels, produced' the defired 
effed; and the remainder of the night was em- 
ployed in thaking the heceffary preparations to 
tenfure her acceflionl , ' 

The ;d6Ath of Peter, in the morning of the 
28th of January, being divulged ; the fenate, the* 
generals, the principal nobility and clergy, haf-- 
tenied to the palace to proclaim the new fove- 
ireign. The adherents of the great-duke feemed 
fecdVe of fuccefs, and the friends of Catharine 
^ere Avoided as . perfons doomed to deftrudioi^ 
At th|s juhfture Baffevitz whifpered one of the 
oppofite party, " The emprefs is miftrefs of the 

treafyre aod fortreft ; ifhe has gained over the 

i* ■ ■ ■ ' 

jguardi^ and the fy nod, and many of the chief 

liobiiityj even here ihe has more followers 

than you imagine; ad vife therefore your friends 

)to make no oppofition as they value their heads.'' 

This information being rapidly ' circulated, 

Caflevitx gai^e the fignal; and two regiments 

of guards, who had been gained by a largefs^ 

to declat*e for Catharini^i and already furrounded 

the palaoe, beat Jojarms. .*' Who has dared,'' 

* The AttftruA enroy Ays, that the guards recdyedeacb^ir^^ 

V «• ^ exclaimed 



lexclaimed prince Repnin, the commander in 
ichiefy " to draw out the troops without my 
knowledge!"''^" I," returned general Buttur- 
lin, " without pretending td diipute your au- 
thority, in obedience to the commands of my 
<ino& gracious miilrefs/^ This ihort reply w^ 
followed ^y a dead filence. 

In tjbiis moment of fufpenfe and anxiety^ 
Men£chifcof entered, prcceding Cathaiine, fup- 
i)orted by the duke of Holftcin. She at* 
tempted to fpeak, but was prevented, by lighs 
^.tidteaes, from giving utterance to hter words: 
^t length, recovering herfelf, " I come/' flie 
faid, " notwithflanding the grief which noi^r 
<ivieiiivliefa!ns me, to affure you, that, fubmiffive to 
tht will of my departed hulband, whofe memory 
will be ever dear to me, I am ready to devote my 
days to the painful occupations of government^ 
tmtil providence fhall fummon me to follow him." 
QThen, after a fliort paufe, ihe artfully added, 
** If tie great-duke will profit by my inftruc- 
tions; perhaps I Ihall have the confolation, dur- 
ing my wretched widowhood, of forlning for 
you aa emperor worthy of the blood and name 
of him -wliom y^ju have now irretrievably loft.*^ 
'/As this^fis,!' .re|>lied Mentchikof, " is a mo- 
ment of fuch importance <tp the good of the 

empire, in^ requiffs ihe nioft- Dfiature delibera- 

« • .•,»■••'■'■ 

r.. . ;...-, ..>^ *2 • / . tion, 
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tion, yoyr majefty will peimit us to confer with 
out reftraint, tlmt this whole affair may be tiunf- 
a6led vithout reproach, not only in ^ the opi* 
nion of the prefent age, but alfo of pofterity." 
— " Afting as I do," anfwered, Catharine, ** mor^* 
for the public good than for my own advantage, 
I am not afraid to fubmit all my concerns to the ' 
judgment of this enlightened allfembly; you^ 
have not only my permiffion to confer with free-' 
d'om^ but I lay my commands upon you all, to 
deliberate maturely on this important fubjeft, 
and proraife, to adopt the refult of your deci* 
fions." At the conclufion of thcfe words, the 
(iffembly retired into another apartment, and the 
doors were Ifecked, 

It was previoufly fettled by Mentchikof and 
his party to declare Catharine emprefs, and" 
the guards, who furrounded the palace with 
drums beating and colours flying, eifeftually 
vanquiihed all oppofition. The only circum^. 
ftance, therefore, which remained, was to give a 
juft colour to her title, by perfuading the affemr 
bly that Peter intended to name her his foc-r 
ceffor. For this purpofe Mentchikof demanded 
of the emperor's fecretarj^ whether his late maf-s- 
ter had left any written declaration 6f his intenr 
tions ? The fecretary replied, ** A Iktifi before 
his* laft journey to Mofcow he deftroy^d a will, 
and he frequently expreffed his deilgti of making 

V 3 another, 
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another, but was prevented by the reflexion, 
that if he thought his people, whom he ha^ 
raifed from a ftate of barbarifm to a high degree 
df power and glory, could be ungrateful, he 
would not expofe his final inclinations to tlie ih- 
fult of arcfufal- and if they recollefted what 
they owed to his labours, they would regulate 
their conduft by his intentions, which he had 

difclofed with more folemnity than could be ma- 

■ . • .... ^ 

nifefted by any writing.'' Ah altercation now 
began in the aflenibly, ' and fome of the nobles 
having the courag6 to oppofe the acceffion of! 
Catharine^ Theop^ianes, archbifliop of Plefcof, 
called to their. recolleftion the oath which they 
had all taken in 17 -22, to acknowledge the fuc- 
ceffor appointed by Peter, and. added, that the 
fentimejits of that emperor delivered by the fe- , 
cretary were in fefFeft aii appointment of Catha- 
riile- The oppofite party, however, denied thefe 
fentiments to be fo clear as the lecretary chofe 
to infinuate, and infifted, that as' their late mo- 
narch had failed to nominate his heir, the elec- 
tioii of the new fovereign ilioiild revert to the 
ftate. Upon this the ar'chbifliop further tefti- 
fled; that, the evening before the coronation of 
the cmprefs at Mofcow, Petei* had declared,, in the 
houfe ^f an • E^glifl^ merchant, he fhoiild place 
the crown uppii her head, with no other view 
than to leave her miftrefs of the empire after his 
• ; : ; ' deceafc. 
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deceafe. This atteflation beings confirmed by 
many perfons prefent, Mentchikof cried out,- 
" What need have we of any teftament ! A re- 
fufal toconform to the inclination of our great 
fo\Treign, thus authenticated, would he both 
\injuft and criminal. Long live the emprefs Ca- 
tharine ! " Thefe words being^inftantly repeated 
by thp greater part of thpfe who were prefent } 
Mentcl'^ikof, fainting Catharine by . the title of 
emprefs, paid his firft obeifance by kifliijg her 
hand, and his example w^^s followed by th^ 
whole affembly. She next prefented herfelf at 
the window to the gaards, and to the people, who 
fliouted acclamations of " Long live Catharine,'^ 
while Mentchikof fcattered among them hand- 
f ub of money * . Thus, fays a contemporary, 

the 

• This account of the eledlion of Catfcarine is chiefly ex.tra6led 
from Baifevitz, who aflifted ptince Mentchikof in this revolatioO| 
and certainly muft deferve credit as far as he chofe to difcover the 
fecret cabals. Other authors relate this even t fomewhat differently j 
but this difference is eaiily reconciled, and the main fadls continue 
the fame. Bufching aiferts^ as he was informed by count Munic^ 
that Peter was no fooner dead, than the ienate and npbles aflembled 
mthe palace unknown to Mentchikof, who,being informed of their 
meeting, repaired to the palace^ and was refufed admittance j upon 
which he fent for general Butterlin, with a company of guards, 
^nd, burfting open the door of the apartment, declared Catharine 
emprefs. Bufching, vol. I. p. 15 j alfo Ebauche^ &?. p. 50. The 
AuArian envoy fays, tha^ general Butterlin threatened tq maflkcre 
the fenate if the members did not acknowledge Catharine.. But 
we have already {teOt from the^uthority of Baifevitz, t}urt many of 

w 4 the 
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the empreis was xaifed to the throne by tb© 
guards, in the fame manner as the Roman empe- 
rors by the praetorion cohorts, vi,thout either the 
appointment of the people or of the legions *• 

The reign of Catharine may be coniidered as 
the reign of Mentchikof ; the emprefs having, 
neither inclination nor abilities to direft the helm 
of government ; and ihe placed the moi^ im- 
plicit confidence in the original author of hec 
good fortune, and the fole inftrument of her ele-^ 
vation to the throne. 

During her ihort reign her life was v^^ry irre- 
gular : fhe» was extremely av^rfe to bufinefe, 
would frequently pais whole nights in the open 
air, and was particularly intemperate in theufe 
of tokay-wine, in which fhe often indulged her- 
ieif to excefs t . Thefe irregularities, joined tp 
a cancer and a dropfy, haftened het end, and flie 

the nobles, Sec, repaired to the palace in oppofitioii to Mentchikof ; 
that general Biitterlin had high words with prince Repnin ani 
the oppofite party 5 that Mcntchikofs pfefence utterly difcon- 
c^ted them j .and it is probable thd't both he and Butterlin might 
have threatened the nobles, which Baffevitz might not ch\ife to re- 
^cord, as he was willing to make the nomination of Catharine as 
unanimous as poflible: although lie fays, •* C*eft ainli que Catha- 
rine Ikifitle Iceptre, qii'elle m^ritoit a fi jufte titre." In a word, 

thefe three accounts arecafily recohcileablfej they all prove one fedt, 

- « > , ' 

that A'rentchikqf, either by himlclfor his agents, by bribes, pfOn 
mifes, and' threats, forced the nobility to proclaim Catharine, 

♦ Auftrian envoy in Bufching XL p. 502. 

f Buf. Bill. Mag. in. p. 11^2, 

expired 
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expired on tfie .7th of May t727, a little more 
than two yean nft^r her acceflion to the throne^ 
and in the spth year of her age. 

As the deaths of fovereigns in defpotic coun- 
tries are feldom imputed to natural caufes, that 
pf Catharine was alfo attributed to poifon; as if 
the diforders which preyed upon her frame were 
not fufficient to bring her to the, grave. Some, 
aflert, that flie was poifoned by a glafs of fpiri- 
tuous liquor; others by a pear given to her by 
general Diever. Sufpicions alfo fell upon prince 
Mentchikof, who, a fhort time before her dc- 
f!eafe, had a trifling fnifunderftanding ' with her, 
fnd who was accufed of haftening her death; 
that he might reign with fttfl more abfolute 
power during ^he minority of Peter IL But 
thefe reports defer ve no credit, and M^ere merely 
derived f^'om the Ipirit of party, or from popular 
l-umour. 

Catharine was in her perfon unckr the middle 
fize, and in her youth delicate and wdl-formed, 
but inclined to corpulency as fhe advanced 
|n years. She had a fair complexion, dark 
^yes, and light hair, which fhe was accuftom^ 
fd to dye black * . She could neither read nor 

write ; 

• Bufching fays, « Tbrfcbwarzes baar; wr ntcht nattterluh,Jm» 
Jim gefoirkf^ &c. Hift. Mag. vol. III. p. 19a <* Her black hair 
w^ not Jiatacal, but coloured. On ber firft riie the coarfeneisbf 

fccr 
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write * 5 her daughter Elizabeth ufually fign? d her 
-^ame, particularly to her laft will and teftament, 
and count Oftemian generally put her fignature 
to the public decrees and difp^tches. Her abili- 
ties were greatly ejtaggerated by her panegyrifts. 
Gordon, who had frequently feen her, feems to 
have represented her chara<aet with the greateft 
juftncfs, when he fays, " She was ^ very pretty 
well-lookt woman, of good fenfe^ but not of that 
fublimity of wit^ or rather that quicknefs of ima- 
gination, which fome people b^vie believed. Jhc 
great reafon why the tzar was fo fpnd of her, 
Y(^^ her exceeding good temper ; Ae never was 
feen peevifli or out of humour; obliging and civil 
tq a\\t and never forgetful of h^r fonner condi- 
tion; with^^l, mighty grateful." Catharine main- 
tained the pomp of majefty united with an air 
9f eafe and grandeur; and Peter frequently ex- 
prefled his admiration at the propriety with 
which flie f^pported her high ilation, without 
forgetting that ihp was not bor^i to^ ,that dig- 

pitv t . • • • 

" She 

t • - 

fecr. hands prpved that (he hgd been ufed to l^rd kbqur, but they 
gradually grew whiter and whiter." Thefc circumftances we may 
readily believe, becaufe the lady from whom Bufching received the 
information could eafily know whether Catharine's hair was black, 
or her hands coarfe, although flie might be.deceived in what relates 

to her family. 

• Baffevitz, p. 295. Buching, xi. p. 481. 

+' •* Son ipoufs etait avec lui etalant, conformiment a la vcbnff du 
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She bore hej: (^levation meekly, and was neijer, 
as Gordon afferts, forgetful of her former Gondi- 
tioh. When Wurmb f , who was tutor to Gluck's 
children at the time that Catharine was a domef- 
tic in the feme fapaily, prefented himfelf be- 
fioi^e her after the public folemnization of her 
marriage with Peter, /he faid, " What, thou 
good man, art thou ftill ajiye I I will provide 
ifor thee f 'and gave him a penfion. She was. 
alfo no left att;entive to the family of her bene-, 
feftor Glucjt, who died a prifoner at Mofcow: 
fee penfioned his widpjv, i^^ade his fori, a page, 

' , . • - 

portioned the two eldeft daughters., and ap- 
j^ointed the youngefl a maid, of honour. If we 
ijiay J)elieye Weber, flie^ frequently inquired after 
her firft hufband, and, when flie lived with prince 
^^lentchiK^fj "fed fecretly to fend him fmall 
films of money, until, in 1705, he was killed 
in a ikirmiih Avith tjie enemy. In a conference 
with general Scjilippenback, who had command- 
ed the Swediih army, when flie was taken cap- 
tive by the Ruffians, Ihe afked him " whether 
Jjor fpoufe John was not a brave foldier ?" Schlip- 
penback replying, \\ Am not I one alfo ?" her 

monarque, lapompe imferiale, qui legenait^ et tafoutinant avic u^ car 
furprenant de grandeur et d'^aifance. Le cxar ne fowuait fe hjptr^ d'ad- 
mrer les t/dens (fU^illepQjfedaiiyfilonfin expreffimy defe crier imfercL- 
triceyfans oublier qu'elle ne U ndquit point.^^ Baflcvitz in Buf. p. 358 
' • Life of Peter, vol. III. p. 258. 

majefty 
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maj^fty anfwercd in the affirmative : bat, repeat- 
ing the qucftion, he replied, *^ yes, pleafe your* 
majefty ; and I may boaft to have had the ho- 
nour of .having him under my command *»" 
But the mod noble part of her character was her 
peculiar humanity and compaffion, Motraye 
has paid a handfomje tribute to this excellence. 
^^ Miehad in fome fort the government of all his 
(Peter's) paflions ; and even faved the lives of a 
gre^many more^perlons than Le Fort was able 
to do: flie infpired him with that humanity 
which, in the opinion of his fubje6is^ nature 
feemed to have denied him. A word from her 
jhouth, in favour of a wretch, juft going to be 
facrificed to his anger, Avould difarm him ; but 
if he was fuBy refolved to fatisfy that paffion, he 
would o:ive iDrders for the execution when, llie 
was abfent, for fear fhe iliould pWd for the 
^ vi^nvf •" In a word, to ufe the expreffion of 
the celebrated Munic, ^* Elle itoit proprement 
la mcdiatrice entre le mmfarque etfesfujeU % Z*^ 

* Bufehing had the above anecdote from a lad^ who wa^ prefeu^ 
at this conference. Hill. Mag. vol. III. p. 190* 
f Motraye's Travels, vol. III. p. 131. 
X Ebauche, &c. p. 54. << She was the mediatrix between tha 

monarch and his fubjc^ts/* 
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Aiexfy Petfotitdb.«-'Principle» on which Peter juftified fats excto- 
fbn from the throiie«-->£iFeft8 of hit bad cdiication.*>-I>read of 
fai^iadier.— Efcape from Peterfbui^.«— His trial and condenuus- 
tion^-^Inquiry into the caufe of his death.— Account of his wif^ 
Charlotte Chriftina Sophia of Brunfwick.— Circumilances of her 
4eath<-^Falie ramoars of her efcape and adventures. 



A LEXE Y, the fole fruif^of the inaufpici- 
/^^ 4ms marriage between Peter the Great and 
Tlndocia Lapukin, was bom in 1690 ; and never 
was the birth of any prmce more unfortunate to 
kimfelf^ to his parents, and to his country. 

The principles on which Peter attempted to 
Juftify the exclufion of his fon from ^the throne, 
i^pear from a curious letter, written in 1 7 1 5 by 
an Auftrian army at Peterlburgh, to the prime 
minifter at Vienna : 



. ^ ^ In my laft t informed 3rour excellency that I had an oppor* 
tiinity of penetrating the fentiments of the tzar» and I (hall now 
iacquamt you with the partici4di% which will furprize you. Being 
at dinnerjall Sunday at the vice^hanceUor Shafflrofs^in company 
ydth the tz^, his raajefty did mt the honour to converfe with me 
Hpirn dilFertnt topics. The difcourie tumini^ upon the late king 
of Fratncei his m^jcfty faid* *' Ccrtainiy Fnmce was never governed 
Vy a greatef^maa than Louis XIV« nevcrthelefs, when I coniider 



the 
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maklly anfwercd in the aifirma^^ ^^^ ^ ^^ King- 

•^ •' / iie efteem for his xnc- 

ing the queftion, he replied, .«at arid hcrdc aftiongi 
majefty; and I may boaft ot reafohabiy indulge the 

/•I . ,'. /itf, he difcovered in the in- 

naur of .ha^ang him U' - evident marks of a future in- 

But the moft noble pe^ ,uft him tg the ^e of amah who 
peculiar humanity * .is, however defperatc, that may tend 

""■* " ' ' ' ' the 




(Peter's) pai^/^ either on account, of his tender age or fcyne 

tfreM manV/^'^^*P*^^^ °^ governing, why did he not declare 

A y/^^abilitiesas th^ duke of Orleans hit fucceflbr? .By 

TO tlO . /^y^^^ grand fyftem woiild have- flood ui^ihaken eved by 

whte^Jp^^^liere^ we have now every reaibil, to cenclud^ thirt 

fef J^iil decline,"* I made aniwcr, •* That as, according to the 

^j^jjtai law^ of the kingdom, the firftprindeof the btoodis 

/^.'V during the king*s rilin'ority, Louis XIV. could. not exclude 

^ulce of Orl«£ans from the regeticy without breaking the law dt 

^/nan> which no king of France (onld venture to infringe.** 

j, Tl>ereforc," replied the tzar, " a prince, who, by facrificing his 

jcalth, ahdevei frequently expofing his life; had at length rehd^i^df 

]us coiintry refpeSable and forihidable, Vi^ould, kcSordihif fo youi* 

iixrpbthefis, be conftrained to fuifef the fruits of his lkb6urs to bt 

deftroyed in the hands of a madman, provided he was his neareft 

relation. I own I am not of your opinioili It is &y no tneanS 

fufficieni, that a monarch ihould exert himfelf to aggrandize 

ills ftat^, aha render it floufiffiiri^ during Iris lire; but Be ought 

Sifo by wife precautions td pefpctuate its glory after his deniifc^ 

which Can id nd other manfier be effe^ed'thah by appointing 

an heir v^ho fliall 1:^ capable, riot drily fd maintain His acr- 

ijulfitictajj and pteterte his eltabfiihm^ts,' but afib to execute the 

^ft of his defign^, were H^ even to fele6t hiiri froiii tfce cr6\id of 

his fui)jeag." "You,"' add^d he, «* would tax a prince with cniilty, 

who; in order -fo fete his' Ifete; which bigh^ to'te rfiiardrtohML 

thfemthe blood ih his veins, (hould attempt to alter the fucceilionof 

his blood J and I, on the contrary, conceive it to be thegreateft of 

.:•.: /:: . ^ • ...• •■■■/..^ ^ all 
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to iatrifice the lafef^of t2)^ ftate to the mere i%ht of 

^eflion. Let us fuppofe that the fuccefTor hai not 

^•. -riteforafovereigiij a convent, and not a throng 

for weak f>rince«. Davi4y for example, had 

Qund not in the eldefl the qualities which a 

iO pofTefs, he chofe the youngeft for his fuc- 

-if approved the choice, inflead of blaming him 

^ regard to preteniiolis of primogeniture, which was 

.iS.highly it(pe6led by the Jews. If the gangrene (mak- 

X, toiich at the iame time the end of his thumb) attacks my 

ager, am I not obliged, although it is part of my body, to cut it 

•ff ? •r (hould I not be guilty of fuicide ? 

*' In (hort, I now comprehend the caufe of the law lately intro- 
duced by the tzar, which adjudges all real eftates of a ^unily to one 
of the male children ; but leaves to the father theabfolute power of 
appointing his heir without confldering the right of primogeniture, 
I ani now conviced that the tzar.has in his own mind decreed the 
exclufion of his elde^ fon; and that we ihall one day fbe Alexey, 
with his head fliaven, thruft into a monaftery, and obligeii to paft 
the remainder of his life in praying and chanting hymns. 
Nov. 15, 1715." 

The prophecy of this writer was afterwards 
fulfilled, though, inftead of being fhut up in a 
convent, the wretched prince expired in prifon. 
The circumftances which occafioned his exclu- 
fion and death are well known; but as we have 
received them tHrouffh the medium of his ac^ 
cufers, Ve ought to be careful in giving credit 
to all the charges with which his memory has 
]beeri lligmatizedv One faft * is incontroverti* 
ib^ie, that his education was Ihamefully negleded, 
and that he was a ftrariger to the Jreftrainls ne* 

ft 

* See Memoireabrcg^ /lir la irie du ttiir^vitch Aleacei Fetrovitch, 
ia I|u£ Hiit Mag« p. 195. 

ceffary 



ceflStiy ^t his age, trntil the time of introtftrdng^ 
|)roper habitudes had aliiioft elapfed. He wia3 
committed to theicare of woinen, ami to the in* 
llTu^ion of Ruffian priefts, the loweft and moft 
ignorant of men, who inftilled into him all the 
prejudices of their religion, and were continu** 
ally inveighing agaitift his^^ther for the aboli'^ 
tion of many barbarous fcuftoms, which they 
had long confidered with reverential awe^ Nor 
•was he releafed from this wretched i^cies of*' 
tuition before the eleventh year of his age} 
when Baron Huyfen, a man of great merit and 
ability, was appointed his governor Under this 
judicious inftruftor he feenis to have made no 
inconfiderable progrefs, and his early prejudices 
might have gradually worn away, had not prince 
Mentchikof contrived to remove the only per-* 
fon who was likely to inftil into him proper prin-^ 
ciples of a6lion, and aflumed the fuperintenclence 
of his education. But as. Mentchikof * fcarcely 
ever faw him, and placed about him the moft im- 
proper perfons, he feems to have intentionally 
abandoned him to the company of the loweft 
wretches, by whom he was encouraged in eon* 
tinual ebriety, and every kind of excefs 5 yet 
this defigniug minifter* artfully extorted from 
the tzarovitch, in prifon, a confeffion tliat he 

k 

ff 

was 
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was the only jieribti who had taken any fcate of 
ills education *. 

Peter ponceived an early prejudice againft his 
ion, and infpired hith with fuch terror, that, to 
avoid drawing before his fa.ther, the yOutig prince 
once difcharged a piflol agaiuft. his own right 
hand. All perfoti^ however, join in condemn- 
ing the hnprudence and obftinacy of. Alexfey, 
which warped his judgment, and, at times, tranf- 
ported him to a degree of infanity . Bru€e> who 
knew him well, gives the following account of 
his peHbn and manners ; and, as he was not 
prejudiced againft him, his teftimony milfi be 
efteemed more valid than all the laboured acctt- 

fations of hid enemies* 

* 

^ The ezarowitz arrived in MoTcqw this winter (1714) whtjft 
I iaw him for the firft time. He kept a jnean Finlandiih gkl % 
his miilrefs. t went often with the geAcral 4o wait on. him;. and 
he came frequently to the general's houte> attended by y^ fauai 



• L^EvefqUe makes the following juft reflexions upon this un« 
accountable circumftauce. '' Crotra-t-on qu'il aitfaii fincirewkaU Sf 
M id-mime telf^f ^nfihu qut hfenchiHifsinalpiit defm MUkLn ; 
hrfqiCQnfaititiutUnrs qufi Menciihf.affro^Jffiit de ltd tfita^au^tku 4r$i^ 
9U qiMtnfou par an^ & ne iui parkut qu' ajju U tan du mifns le.plnt 
iturGfif plus mdragUMt f Si M li confraigttii a imerUfavofide Pierrje.^ 
VMtidi Caibarkiey mfmn^poi M oMtdiS^dg m^mi tout U qk'4i 
^mkdt IdfMne din fV Hift, de RuOkj Tom. IV* p. 442. 

This conje6^are is greatly ftrehgthened by confidering that the 
eulpgiumof Mentchikof was obtained from Alexey in prifon by 
Tolfto^» the creature of Mtntcbik^fr 



iroJL.' II. 



end 
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•ttfid low pcrlbns. He was very (lovenly in hit Artky his peHbn 
was tally well madei of a brown complexion^ black hair and eyes, of 
a ftem countenance, and flrong voice. He frequent!/ did me the 
honour to talk with me in German, being fully mafier of that Ian- 

, guage $ he was adored by the populace, but little refptwled by the 
fuperipr ranks, for whom he never (hewed the leaft regard. He was 
always furrounded by a number of debauched ignorant prieHs, and 

^ other m^an perfons of bad eharafler, in whofe company he always 

.refle^ed on his Cither's conduA for aboliihing the antient cnftoms 
of the country, dec- aring, that as foon as he came to fucceed, he 
(hould ibon ref^ore RuHia to its former ftate j and threatening to 
deftroy, without rcferve, all his father*8 favourites. " This he did fo 
often, and with fo little referve, that it could not mifs reaEching 

• the emperor^s ears^ and it was generally thought he now laid the 
foundation of that ruin he afterwards met with.** 
' And again, " It was vfery remarkable, that the prince never ap- 
peared at any of the public meetings, when his majefty was attend- 
ed by all perfons of quality and rank, fuch as birth->daysV celebrat> 
ing of vidones^ launching of ihips, &c. General Bruce^ who lived 
next door to the prince, had orders always to give the prince notice 
the day before of fuch public days or meetings^ and I had the 
honour to* cariy and deliver the meflage $ but his highnefs, to 
avoid appearing in public, either took phylic or let blood, always 
making his excnle, that he could not attend for want of health ; 
when, at the fafne time, it was notoriouily known that he got 
drunk in very bad conqxtny, when he ufed conftahtly to condemn 

allhisfather*sa£lions*** « 

-i • 

■• . 

Inflamed l^y contiimal drankennefs, and worn 
out by periecution, he was driven to a ftate of 
ilefperatron ; and in 1 7 16, fuddenly re^punqing 
his right of fucceflSon in favour of Peter's fon by^ 
Catbarine^ he demanded petmiffion to retire into a 



* Bf«ce*s ^cmM^, p, too snii t%f» 

convetit 



I 
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conTent, But foon afterwards adopting the ad- 
vice of his principal adherent*, he efcaped to 
Vienna ; with a view to flielter him from the 
refentment of his father, Charles VL fcnt him 
firft to Itofpruck in the Tyrol, and afterwards re- 
moved him, for ftill greater fecurity, to the caf- 
tle of St. Elmo at Naples. Being fecretly be* 
trayed by his Finlandifli miftrefs, whom he is 
reported to have manied, and influenced by the 
inoft folemn promifes of forgivenefs, he was pre* 
vailed upon, by the emiffaries of his father, to 
return to Mofcow. Having there folemnly re- 
nounced all right of fuccelfion to the crown, he 
was conveyed to Peterlburgh, thrown into the 
fortrefe, tried by a feleft committee, and qon- 
demned to fuffer death. The a6b of his procefs 
and condemnation are well known, being pub- 
lifted by order of the emperor, and are to be 
found in feveral authors *. 

Whatever prejudices we may have entertained 
againft Alexfey, we cannot perufe the trial with- 
out being ihocked at the cruel and unjuil mode 
with which it was conducted ; when his mercilel? 
perfecutors eagerly laid hold of every advantage 
afforded by his youth and fimplicity ; when his 
FinlandifK miftrefs, who was afterwards pen- 

fioned for her atteftations, depofed every aiigry 

♦ 

^ Mottlqrr yol* II* And more circdmftantially in Feny, vol. 

..... ^ . , 

' ' X « expfeffion 
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expreffion agamft his father, which ihe ever re* 
c6llc6ted to have fallen from him in the moft un- 
guarded moments ; when not only his words and 
anions were brought to witnefs againft him, but 
his very thoughts fcmtinized, and his own conr 
feffion extorted in prifon em'ployed to convift 
him. Indeed many of his own depofitions, which 
tended moft to criminate him, hy difcovering 
intentions of rebellion, were not openly acknow-* 
hedged, but only figned in prifon ; and a fignal 
lliflFerence is remarkable between his confeffions 
during his fii'ft examination at Mofcow, which 
was more public, and thofe made at Peterfburgh, 
when his trial M^as chiefly condu6^ed in private 
before Peter and his, immediate confidents : cir* 
tumftances which feem to prove the inflt&k>n 
of torture, • 

\. With refpeft to 'Alex^y's death, two opinions 
prevail ; one advanced in the manifefto of Peter, 
that he was feized^^with an apople^ic fit, and 
died of "convulfions occafioned by the violent 
pafiions of his mind and the terrors of death ; the 
other, that he was fecretly executed in prifon. 
The latter is moft entitled to belief, notwith- 
'ftanding the affertiqiis of Peter, and the apobgy 
9f his panegyrifts. 

\ Of all the accounts of the prinicc's deatii, that 
given by Bufching * is the moft probable ; he 

ft 

^ - «k * * * i * ♦ 

9 BuC Hif. Mag. vol. Ill; p^ ^24. Alfo introaudion to rol. IX. . 

• . - pofitively 
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pofiti rely a$rms, that he was beheaded by order 
of his father, and that niai flial Weyde perforine4 
the office of executioner. He received the in^^ 
teUigence from Mada\ne Cramer, a Jady at Pe- 
terfburgh, who wa.s in high confidence both with 
Peter and Catharine, and was employed in few-^ 
ing the prince*8 head to his body before it lay ii^ 
ftate. During my fiay at PeterlbuKgh, I was »t 
fome pains to authenticate this fa^ ; but found it 
extremely difficult to obtain any pofitive infor* 
mation concerning fo fecret a tranfafi:ion. The 
teoft material circumftances I could colleft wer§ 
communicated by an intimate acquaintance of 
the above-mentioned lady : he affuredme that he 
always found her extremely averfe-tahold any 
difcourfe on the death of Ale^^y^ that (Iiefeemed 
exceedingly fliocked whenever the topic was 
introduced, and nothing could be further ex- 
torted from her, than that flie was the perfon 
who prepared the body for the ceremony of ly- 
ing in (late. This unwillingnefs of the lady to 
enter upon the fubje6t, together with l>er decla- 
ration that (lie prepared the body, adds a gi:eat 
degree of confirmatioii to the account of Buf- 
qhing. ^ ' ^ 

An additional proof, in favour of this fa6l, 1 
received from an Englifli gentleman * of un- 
doubted 

i' 

* Mr. Ruft, who travel]e4 with Mr. HoarCy^fbn of the late Henry 
lipjurc^ £iq«,Qf Stourhead.. He became kitimatdy acquainted ac 
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doubted veracity, M^ho dTu^ed mc, from the in- 
formation of prince Cantemir's fecretary, with 

r 

whom he was intimately acquainted abroad, that 
Alexfey was beheaded in prifon. As prince Can- 
temir was in high favour with . Peter, the intel- 
ligence of his confidential fecretary muft carry 
great weight. . This faft appears fo well attefted, 
that many Gem;ian hiftorians have adopted it 
without refer^, and, in feveral genealogical ta- 
bles of the imperial family, Alexfey is inferted as 
beheaded. A paflage, however, in Bruce's Me- 
moirs, feems at firft fight to invalidate this con- 
current evidence, and to prove that he was poi-* 
foned* 

<* The trial • was begun the 25th of June, and continued to the 
^th of July, when this fupreme courts with unsmimous conient, 
pafled fentence oMeath upon the prince, but kft the manner of it 
to his majclly*s determination : the prince was brought before the 
court, his fentence was read to him» and he was reconveyed to the 
fortrefs. On the next day, his majefty, attended by all the fenators 
and bifliops, with feveral others of high rank, went to the fort, and 
entered the apartments where the tzarovitch was kept prisoner. 
Some littU time thereafter, marihal Weyde came out, and ordered 
me to go to Mr. Bear's the druggifl, whofe ihop was hard-by, and 
tell him to make the potion ilrong which he had befpoke, as the 
prince was then very ill : when I delivered this mei&ge to Mr. 
Bear, he turned quite pale, and fell a (baking and trembling, and 
appeared in the utmoft confuiion ; which furprized me fo mu^h* 



Aix la Chapelle with Vogenrock, who had been fecretary to prince 
Cantemir,»was then eighty years of age, and had colledied ms^- 
rials for the life of Peter I. but never reduced them to order. 



* Bruce*8 M«moirs> p. xS5<«-i87» 
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iliat I ail^cd bim what was the nutter with him,, but he was unable 
to return me any anfwer : in the mean time the marihal himfelf 
came in, much in the (ame condition with the druggift, faying, he 
ought to have been more expeditious, as the prince was very ill of 
an apople&iiC iit $ upon this .the druggift delivere.d bim a filvercup 
with a cover, which the m^rdial himfelf carried into the prince's* 
apartment, daggering all the way as he went like one drunk. About 
half an hour after, the tsar, with all his attendants, withdrew, with 
xerydifmal couj^t^pances; and when thejr went, Ihenurlhal or« 
dered me to attend at the prince's apartmei^t, a^d, in caie of any 
alteration, to inform him immediately thejrof. TheitNwere at 
that time two phyiicians and two furgeons in waiting, with whom, 
a^d the officer on guard, I dined on what had been drefled for the-^ 
prince's dinner. Thf phyficians were called in immediately after^ 
to attend the prince, who was flruggling out of one convuliion into 
another, and, after great agonies, expired at five o'clock in the af- 
temo&n. I went dtre6(ly to inform the maHhal, and he went that 
n^oment to acquaint his msyefty, who ofdered the cprpfe to be em* 
bowelled, after which it was laid in a coffin, covered with bla^k 
velvet, and pall of rich gold tiflue fpread over it ; it was then car« 
ried out of the fort to the church of the Holy Trinity, where tht 
corpfe lay in ^te till the i ith in the evening, wheti it was carried' 
back to tl^e fort, and depofited in the royal burying vault, n^t the 
coffin of the princefs his late confort, on whiph occafion t^e tzar 
and tkarina, and the chief of the nobility, followed in proceffion/ 
V;uioujf 9vrere the reports that were fpread concerning his death $ it 
was given out publicly, that on hiring his fentence of death pro- 
nounced, the dread thereof threw him into afi apopleflic fit, of which 
h^ died $ nferyfrw beBeved be died a natural deaib^ but it njoas dan* 
geretu fir people t$ /peak as tbey tboughu The minifters of the em- 
pisror, and the (btes of Holland, were forbid the court for fpeaking^ 
their minds too freely on this occ^flon, and, upon complaint againft 
them, were both recalled,'* 

p 

From this account it appears that the prince 
vas ftiU alive when Peter, with the nobles anS 
biilipps, rentained in the fottrefs ; and that hQ 

X 4 died 
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died in the interval between their departure and 
the afternoon ; but it by no means follows, ev.ea 
£rom this ftate of the cafe, that the tzarovatch 
vajspoifoned. For, can we ftippofe that Peter 
would order a dofe of poifon to be prepared for 
lii$ fon at a chemift's ihop, apd that marshal 
Weydc would openly fend for it without the kaft 
myftery ? May we not rather infer that the po- 
tion wag a jnedici^e fimilar to thofe which had 
been already p^efcribed for the prince, who had 
for fomc time been extremely indifpofed ? ' The 
ft-ight of the chemift might proceed from his 
'delivering a medicine for the tzarovitch, who 
was faid to be iii the agonies of death ; as, in 
a defpotic country, and under fuch a fovereign as 
Peter* his own fafety might be involved in the 
cataflrophe. The agitation of marflial Weyde 
will be ftill more fatisfaftorily accounted for ; if, 
according tq Bufching, he was preparing to per- 
form, or had already performed, the execution. 
The principal pifcumftance which feems to 
contradict the opinion that he was beheaded, is, 
that if Bruce's narrative is to be depended upon, 
the prince, when he fell afterwards into repeated 
convulfions, was vifited by the phyficiani^ ; and 
yet, if Bufchitig's account can be relied oji, he 
muft have been already beheaded ; as marHial 
Weyde, according to Bruce, had finally quitted 
the fortrefs. Bnt it is poffible that the phyfl- 
« ^ > cians^ 
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cians^ although ordered to attend thfe prince, 
might be prevented ffom feeing him ; it is pof- 
fibie that maiihal Weyi^e might have ftci-etly 
tetumed to the fortrefs without the knowledffc 
of colonel Bruce ; it is poflible that Bruce him- 
.fdf^ l» being an intimate friend of the mar- 
ftal, might have been' entrafted with the fecrei^ 
but wa» unwilling to record, in his Memoirs, fo 
horrid a cataftrophe, which was totally repug- ' 
(Haift to the mornifefto of the emperor. When the 
fecret ejtccutiottof the heir apparent in a defpptic 
empire becomes the fubjeft of inquiry, it muft 
always be diffiicult to afcertain the truth ; and 
ft would b<e unreafonable to exped that i^o con- 
tradi£toiry circumftances ihould occur in the dif-^ 
ferent relations of fuch a myfterious tranfaiftion ; 
when, even in the moft common occuiTehces, no 
two perfons would relate the feme event precife* 
ly in the fame manner. . ' 

Catharirte is not free from fufpicion of being 
concerned in this horrid affair, becaufe her fon 
by Peter was declared fucceflbr, and becaufe 
Tolftoi, to whom the management of the pro-* 
ijefs and private examination qf Alexfey were 
chiefly ^ntrufted, was a creature of Mentchikofi 
This accttfation of Catharine could be only a 
inere furmife, and her interference, if flie 
really interfered, muft have been fo fecret as 
^Wit Xq have been difcovered. Peter himfelf 

exculpated 
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cxculpate4 her; evenly teftifying*, that ihe in- 
terceded for . his fon's life, and requefted, that, 
inilead of being .put to death, he might be 
confined in a convent. Not to mention that 
fuch proceedings militate ftrongly againft the 
well known humanity of Catharine ; there wa^ no 
occafion to irritate the favage temper of Peter, 
too much inclined to infliA the fevereft punifli- 
ment upon his fon, who threatened to deftroy,. 
in a moment, that vaft fabric of glory andppwer 
which he had employed years in erefting. The 
monarch who could himfelf attend the inflidion 
of torture, who had occafionally performed the 
office of executioner^ and who even ordered 
the firft partner of his bed to be fcourged, would 
not require any incitement to command theexcr 
cution of a fon, whom he had publicly treated 
with moft inhuman ferocity. 

A note, written with Peter's own hand to 
count Romanzof, who, in conjundion with Tol- 
ftoi, brought the unfortunate iVl^x^y from Na- 
ples, will difplay the inflexible fpirit of that mo- 
nar(;h, who forgot the feelings of a father in his 
anxiety for the public good* " I grant you the 
ranks of major-general and lieutenant-generaly 
and the eflate^^ of Alexander Kikin and I^uril 

Matuflikin, 
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• 

Matuihkin *, in confideration of the fignal fer- 
vice which you have juft conferred, not only 
upon me, but, what is more, upon your country, 
in bringing back him, who by his birth is my 
fon, and by his anions, the enemy of his father 
and of his country f-" 

The wife of Alexfey, Charlotte Chriftina So- 
phia, was daughter of Louis Rhodolph of Brunf«- 
wic4c-Blankenburgh, and fifterof filizabethChriC* 
tina, confort of the . emperor Charles VI. She 
Ijras bom on the«9th of Auguft 1694, efpoufed, 
on the «5th of 06lober 1711, the tzarot'itch 
Alex^y, and in J^ily of the enfuing; year made 
her entrance into Peterflburgh ;{:. 

Although this amiable princefs was the choice 
of Alexfey, who fa w her at her father's court, yet 
he treated her with the utmoft negle6l, and de- 
voted himfelf to his favourite miilrefsEuphrolyne, 
a Finlandifh girl of the loweft extra^on« 

It does not, indeed, appear, tliat the princCj 
according to the report of fome writers, fre- 
quently ftruck her ; for had he been fuiBcieiitly 

* Two of Alexey^s unfortunate adherents, who with xaznyotben 
were executed upon this occafion. 

f This note, which has not yet appeared in print, was comma- 
nicated to me by a Rufilan nobleman, the grandfon of count R<w 
manzof, who favoured me with a tranflation from the original. 

X This account of the princefs is chiefly taken from Mu]]er*t 
** Von der PrincefTm von Wolfenbuettal als vermahlten Rufliichcft. 
Kronprincefiin.'* In Buf. Hi^ Mag. XV. p. 234.' 

brutal^ 
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brutal, he would have been reftrained by appre- 
hcnfions of his father ; who, ats well as Catharine, 
always exprefled the ftrongeft conipaffion for her 
wretched fituation, and fliowed her conftant 
proofs of his afFeQ;ion. Her huiband's uocon-f. 
querable antipathy was chiefly derived from his 
fufpicions that fhe lodged complaints againft him 
to the emperor. Unfortunately h?r domeftic 
uneaiinefi was iicreafed by Juliana princefs of 
iiaft-Friefland, who accompanied her into RuHia, 
and who imprudently fanned the flame inftead of 
Qudeavouring to quench it. 

The fruits of this ill-afforted union were Na- 
talia, who was born at Peterfburgh in 1 7 14, 
and die<i at Mofcow in 1728 ; and a prince, afn 
terwards Peter II. who was brought into the 
wmXd on the 2Sd of October 1 7 15. The confe- 
quenees of her delivery, and the melancholy 
which had long preyed upon her frame, hurried 
Ijer prematurely to the grave, on the 2d of No- 
vember, in the 21ft year of her age. The ap- 
proach of death was affefting to all but hei- huf- 
band and heifelf ; her fpirit was fo much fuk 
dued by affliaion, that /lie confidered her, diffo- 
lution as a welcome releafe from all her fuiFer- 
ipgs ; and faid to her phyficians, " Do not tor- 
ment me any more, for I will live no longer */' 

* Prucc> Memoirs, p. 148, 

- On. 



On the day idiicfa preceded her dectelb, die 
di6tated a petition to Peter the G^eaty which 
may be conivJered as her -will : " Tlie moft 
humble and laft entreaties from the under^written 
to his Imperial majefiy. l. His Imperial mdjefty 
will order xny funeral as he fliall think pjropen 
I could wiih, jieveithelefs^ that my body mtfy bd 
buried in a place where it may remain undii^ 
turbed until the fecond coming of our Saviour. 
2. Both my beloved children I . recommend to 
the care and afieflion of his Imperial majefty^ 
my gracious father-in-law, that they may be edu« 
cated according to their birth and flatioti. 5* I 
leave my Jewels and other valuable things in gold 
and lilver to my children ; and a reafon9.ble part 
of my clothes and linen to my coufm the prinoe& 
of Eaft-Friefland. 4. I befeech his Imperial 
majefty gracioufly to permit thofe peifons wha 
accompanied me hither to return, and to defray 
the expence of their journey- 5- Onaecoidttjof 
the dearnefs of tliis place, and becaufe my fer^ 
vants were ftrangers, I have, contrafted ibme 
debts, wfiich I intreat .his Imperial majefiy tor 
difcharge, that I may be remembered with. ho«» 
nour, and that no unworthy reports may be dir-. 
eulated after my deatli. The fuilis which the 
ctxjwn will fave by my deceafe, may be employed 
hi difcbarging thefe debts, ^nc^ it is God's wiH 

that 
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that 1 depart from this world fc prf maturely and 
unexpefledly. 6. My unforefeen and untimely 
death is alfo the caufe of my being unable to 
recompenfe n^y domeftics, who had the care of 
regulating my expences; and as I am perfe6lly 
fatisfied that my fepretaries Cluver and John 
Clement; who had charge of my difburfements^ 
Iiave ferved me with fidelity and honour, I hum- 
bly entreat that their accounts, which have rc-^* 
ceiptSy may be paffed, and that the other expen- 
4itures may be admitted upon their oath. I 
repofe fuch confidence in his Imperial majefty, 
Ihat I truft he will not reject this my laft requeft ; 
more particularly jjfhen I refle6l on the repeated 
infiances which I have experienced of his pater- 
nal tendernefs and aflfeftion. I have this alfo to 
add, that I am only concerned to leave this 
WDrld at a time when his Imperial majefty is in- 
difpofed; a circumftance which has prevented 
ineftom thanking him in perfon for the frequent 
proofs I have received of his kindnefs and re- 
gard. May the Almighty be his aid and pro- 
tejftor ; and may he add thoffe years to his life 
which are taken from mine ; which I likewife 
feithfuUy, and with my whole heart, implore for 
her majefty the emprefe; and, after returning 
tny acknowledgments due to them for the re- 
peated inftances of their love and g^oodnefs, I ex- 
pire, 
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pire, the'moft humble and moi^ obedient daugh* 
terof both their majefties, 

** Charlotte Christina Sophia V 

«< St. Peterfbu^Kbi 0£t. iiy 1715,** 

Her ardent defire to fee the emperor before fhe 
expired was gratified. Peter, who was at Schluf- 
felburgh at the time of her delivery, had fet off 
upon the firft news of that intelligence for" Pe- 
terfburgh ; but on his arrival in the capital, was 
feized with a fudden illnefs, which confined him 
to his chamber. On perufing the aifedionate 
expreffions of her attachment, he was placed on 
a machine rolling upon wheels, and conveyed to 
her apartment The intervnew was awful : flic 
took leave of him in the mod moving language 
and aifefting manner, recommending her chil- 
dren to his care, and her fervants to his protec- 
tion, and received from him every confolation 
which her fituation would admit, together with 
the ftrongeft aifurances that all her wiflies fliould 
be fulfilled. She then embraced her children; 
and, having bedewed them with tears, delivered 
them into the. hands of her hufband, whom de- 
cency obliged to be prefent at this tender fcene. 
After fuffering the moft acute pains, and ftrug- 
gling with fucceeding agonies, flie expired at 
midnight f. 

* Mvller in Bail XV. p. 237. f MtiUeraadSnxe.. 

She 
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She died a member of the Luth^^nm reiigion^ 

> 

nrhich ihe had in vaiii been folicited tx> renounce 1 
and nothing conveys aftrongerproof of the high 
efteem in which fhe wai held by the emperor, 
than her interment in a Ruffian church : her 
remains were depofited, on the 8th of Noveni- 
ber, in the cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
with all the funeral honours due to her exalted 
:ftation« ^ 

I have been thus particular in relating the 
principal circumftances which attended her 
death ; not only becaufe her fate is interelling to 
every feeling mind, but alfo becaufe an extra* 
ordinary account of this princefs appeared in 
France- Soon after her delivery, it is 'faid, flie 
peiTuaded her attendants to circulate a report of 
her death ; and her hufband, who paid no at- 
tention to her during her illnefs, ordered her to 
be buried without delay ; a piece of wood fub- 
(lituted in the place of the body, was interred in 
the .cathedral, and the princefs made her efcape 
into France. . Apprehenfive of difcovery, fhe 
embarked for Louifiana, and married a French 
ferjeant, who had formerly been ^% Peterfturgh, 
t6 whom ilie bore a daughter, tn 1 754 fhe came 
with her hufband to Paris, was difcovered as fhe 
was walking in the Thuilferies hf marfhal Saxe, 
who promifed fecrecy, and procured a Commiffion 
for heijhuibaad in the I^ df JSourbon. Having 
*: .. loft 
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loft her hufband and child, flie, in 1 754, returned 
to Paris with a negro woman. The bills upogi 
the Eaft India Company, which Ihe brought in 
her hulband's name, being refufed becaufe flie 
could not prove herfelf to be his wife ; a gen- 
tleman, whom flie had known in the Ifle of Bour- 
bon, offered his affiftance, which flie declined. 
She confefled to this gentleman her real charac- 
ter ; and from him, the author of the account 
pretends to have received thefe anecdotes ; ad- 
ding, flie foon afterwards difappeared, 'and re- 
tired to the court of her nephew the duke of 
Brunfwick. In this wonderful narrative, the king 
of France, it-isfaid, privately acknowledged her, 
and even enjoined the govempr of the Ifle of 
Bourbon to pay her the honours due to her rank. 
It is added, that the fame monarch, in a letter 
written with his own hand, communicated this 
difcovery to the emprefs of Germany (then queen 
of Hungary), who thanked the king for his intel- 
ligence, and immediately wrote to the fuppofed » 
princefs, as to her aunt, advifed her to quit her 
hufl^and and child, whom the king of France had 
pronrifedto provide for, and invited her to Vienna, 

Although I had little reafon to give credit to 
an anonymous author ;.and the whole ftory bears 
the ah- of fi6lion, I made it the fubje6l of my re- 
fearches. I found, on inquiry, that the circum- 
fiances of her death could not be -doubted, and 
accorded with the accounts which I have before 

VOL, II; y related; 
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'related ; I was, moreover, infonmed by a Ruffian 
nobleman, that his mother attended the princefs 
in her illnefs ,; that flie was a witnefs to her laft 
moments, and faw the corpfe laid in ftate, when 
perfons of all ranks were admitted to kifs the 
hand of the deceafed *# 

It 

♦ In L'Evcfque's Hiftory of RuiHa^ there is an ample detail of 
' the rife and progrefs of this anecdote of the princefs *s efcape and 
adventures. It firft made its appearand in Richer*s Continuation 
of the Abb^ Marcy*s Hiftoire Moderne, afterwards in BoiFu's 
Nouveaux Voyage dans T Amerique Septentrionale ; and was l^ii^ly 
revised in "Pieces intereflantes et peu connues, pour feprir 4 
THiftoire}** in which, as an additional authority, it is qualified ag 
an extra6b found among the papers of the late Duclos, fecretary of 
the Koyal Academy, and Hiftoriogi^pher of France, The anecdote, 
lil^e all other ftories which are improved in their progrefs, is drefled 
in fomewhat different (haoes : in one the name of the hufband is 
d^Auban, in the other Moldack ; in one (he marries a third time, 
and again becomes a widow : the' circHmflanccB of her efcape are 
' alfo varioufly related, and in all with the moft evident marks of 
falfehopd, and abfolute contradiction to the -pioft undoubted fk£ls $ 
fuch as that (he was affiftcd in her efcape by the countefs of Ko- 
ningfniark, although there was no lady of that name about her 
perfon, or at Peterlburgh j that the body of the princefs was inter- 
red almoft a^ the inftant of her deceafe, and without any fupera} 
honours j that Peter I. was not at Peterfburgh when ftie died | 
ihat ihe was brought to bed before her time of a princefs, with 
m^y fimilar aflcrtions, which fcarcely deferve^pnyferious jlefuta- 
tion* The reader, who is deiirous of further information on the 
fubjea, is referred to L'Evcfque Hiftoire de Ruffie, Tom. IV. p, 
384 — 3895 and to the latter part of Mullet's account. Von der 
Princeffen von Wolfcnbuttel, in Buf Hift, Mag. XV. p. 239 to 
?4I'"^-A.n extra£l alfo of the principal circumilances of this ftory {s 
given in the Gentleman's Magazine, aud from thcn(;e inlj^rtcd ia 
*he Annual Hcgifter for 1776, 
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It is certain, from a paffage in a letter from 
the king of Pruflia to d'Alcnibert, that a woriian 
appeared at Brunfwic, pretending to be the de- 
ceafed wife of the tzarovitch : and it is no lefs 
certain that fiie was an impoftor. 

" Je puis vous repondre avec plus dc pr^cifion fur Ic fujet de 
cette dame qui prttendoit pafTer pour I'epoufe du czarowitz ; fon 
impofture a 6t€ decouverte a Brunfwic, ou elle a p:iff6 peu de mois 
aprvs la mort de celle dont elle emprunta le nom ; elle y ref ut 
quelques charites, ave^ ordre de quitter le pays, et de ne jamais 
prendre un nom dont fa naiifance Tecartoit (i foit.** Correfp,. du 
Roi de PruiFe a d'Alemberti ii. p. 138. 
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Various opinions tonceming the Tzar who reigne^ nn^^ 
der the name of Demetrim.-^Proofs that he was no 
impoftor. 

THESE are the principal circumftances in the ad- 
ventures of the perfon, who feated himfelf upon 
the Ruffian throne under the name of Demetrius. His 
hiftory is involved in contradici:ipn and obfcurity : un- 
biaffed^ however, by the prejudices of either party, let xt% 
compare with candour their. oppofite reprefentations, 
and endeavour to afcertain, whether he was an impoftor^ 
or the real fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch. 

They who contend that he was an impoftor, thus re- 
late bis hiftory : He was of the family of Otrepief*; hiai 
real name was George, which, upon his affuming the mo- 
naftic habit in the fourteenth year of his age, hie changed 
into Gregory, and was generally known by the appella-^ 
tioa of Griika * Otrepief : for fome time he refided afc 
Sufdal, and having wandered from convent to convent, 
was confecrated deacon in the monaftery of Tchudof at 
Mofcow, where he was employed by thie patriarch in 
Iranfcribing books for the fervice of the church. It iij 
not afcertained, even from thefe accounts of his| life, at 

• Griflta, in the Ruffian tongue, lignifies Httle Gregory. H« 
Wis caJied aJfo R^fl-riga, or Deferter, from having^uittfcd bis con- 
vent. 

Y 3 W-hat 
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what peiiod he firft ^yled himfelf Demetrius. Somere- 
port, that while he continued in the moriaftery of Tcha- 
dof, he obtained the moll minute information relative to 
the perlbn and character of the prince, and even beganf 
to aflqrac his name, for which he was deemed infane^ 
and excited the laughter of the monks. Others obferve, 
that he was in poffelfion of feveral jewels which formerly 
belonged to Demetrius; and, having one day declared 
that lie (hould afcend the throne of Ruffia, was confined, 
by order of Boris Godunof, in a diftant monaftery, from 
wheivce he efcaped into Poland. On the contrary. Mar* 
garet, who afferts that he is the true Demetrius, give* 
the following detail: 

Demetrius, being refcued from aflaffi nation by the 
fubltitutioa * of another child, was fecretly educated in 

Ruffia 



♦ The principal objeftion to the account of Margaret, arifes from 
^e difficulty of fubiUtuting a child in the place of Demetrius, par- 
ticularly if the (on of his nurfe was one of the afiaflins; and if Vafiili 
Shuifki examined the body of the deceafed, *foon after the fuppofed 
iiTallination. To this it may be anfwered, tliat his mother had fuf- 
ficient Pealbn to be on her guard againit the attempts of Boris Go- 
dcmof ; for it is evident that fuch attempts were made before, from 
a paifage in Fletcher, who was at Mofcow in the beginning of Feo* 
dor's reign. •* Beddes the emperor that now is, who hath no child^ 
• ilor ever like to'have, there is but one more, a child of fix or feven 
years old, in whom refteth all the hope of the fuccedion, and the 
pofterity of that houfe. He is kept in a remote place from Moiko» 
Under.the tuition of his mother, and her kindred of the houfe of the 
Nagaies ; j>f / «fl//i?/2r (as I have hczrd) /rem atUmpts of making anjoaf 
hyJ}raSut of fame that ajpire to the fucceffiovy if this emperor dk *witb' 
9ut iffue:^ Fletcher^ Ruffia, chap. V. 

With refpeftto the privity of the nurfe, and Tier Ton, the witneit 
of the bell-ringer, and the teftimony of Vaffili Shuilki, L'Evelque 
makes thcfe judicious obfervations : 

'* Mais ces circonltances font elles bien confirmees. Tous let 
tifaffinsdu tzarevitch furent mafTacresprefqu^auffi-tot quails eurent 
OMnmis ce crime. Us n^ont point ix^ interrog^s, on n'a rien fu de 
)eur bouche^ Un fonneur de la cathedrale fut tem^iii dunieurtr» 
de Dmiti:ii Mais qui » re^u ion tcmoignage ? £it ii meme certain 
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Hu^ia until the eledion of Boris Godunof, when he wm^ 
conveyed into Poland under the care of the monk 
Griika, which afterwards gave rife to the report that 
Grilka had perfonated Demetrius. As a proof that they 
were two diftinA perfons, he informs us, that Boris Go- 
dunof fent repeated expreffes to his guards on the fron- 
tiers, to prevent all travellers from quitting the country, 
^ven fliould they be provided with paflports; for two 
traitors were endeavouring to efcape into Poland. Mar- ' 
garet adds, Grifka was thirty five years of age, and De- 
metrius fcarcely twenty-four; Grilka accompanied the 
new tzar to Mofcow, and was feen by many in that 
city, being a perfon well known, and having a brother 
who poflfeffed an eftate near Galitz ; he was notorious 
before his flight into Poland for drunkennefs, aiid, oa 
account of his mifcondu6i, was banifhed by Demetrius 
to Yaroflaf. Margaret, moreover> was informed by an 
Engliih mercliant of Yaroflaf, well acquainted with 
Grifka, that the monk, on receiving the news of the tzar's 
death, and even after the election of Vailili Sbuiiki, fo- 
lertmly protefted that he, Demetrius, was the real fon of 
Ivan Vaffilievitch ; and that he hiififelf was Grifka Otre- 
pief, who had condudied the prince into Poland. Soon 

que ce temoin ait exift^ > Si les aflafllns furexit trompes, n*ait 11 pa« 
pa Vhrt lui mime, et prendre pour k tzarevitch un enfant du 
meme age } Ne convient-on-pas que Boris, &c. Mais Choiufld 
mais CJechnin furent envoy6s a Ouglitch par Boris } ils virent et 
reconnurent le corps du tzarevitch et lui rendirent les bonneurs 
funebres. £hl ihit-on ce qu^ont vu ces deux £miflaires de 
Boris, ce qu'ils lui ont rapporte en fecret ? Le corps m^me qu'Hs 
examinerenty defigure par des blefibres, et gard6 long-temps ians 
etre embaum^, devrait etre meconnaifTable. On ignore abfolument 
ce quails ont decouvert^ et ce qu'ils ont penfe. S'ils ont d^bit6 1 
leur retour une fable concert^ entr^eux et le miniilre, ils n^ont pa 
danii le Aiite faire connaitre la verite, &ns avouer qu*ils avoient it6 
des fourbes vendus a un fcelerat/' &c. Vol. I|I. p. 217. — In a 
word, the belief that a child was fubftituted in the place of Deme* 
triu8,thongh liable to many objed^ions, is yet attended with much 
fewerdifficultiesy than the notion that the tzar who reigned under 
^0^name of JDlemetrius was an impoftor.^ 

Y 4 afterwards 
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afterwards Grilka was conveyed to Mofcovr by order pf 

Vaiflili Sliuifki, aiid difappeared. (Margaret, 152 to. 157.) 

If this narrative is authentic, even according to the 

confeffion of Muller, it completely refutes the reprefeu- 

- tation of the oppofite party. In what manner then does 

- this ingenious author attempt to difcredit the pofitive 
, teltimony of Margaret? ^^ But how," fays he, '^ can 

we imagine> that any one could ever hold two perfons to 
be the fame individual, at a time when the contrary 
could be eafily proved?" The contrary indeed could be 
eafily proved during the reign of Demetrius, when Grifka 

\ was at Mofcow or at Yaroilaf, and at ^ time when few 
Rufiians doubted the fa<S; bu4Pthe affertion was not fo 
eafily tefuted when Griika difappeared, and when no 
perfon durft contradici the rnanifefto of Vallili Shuiiki. 
*^ Let wd iiippofe," adds Mr. Muller, " that the oppc^- 
fite party, in defiance of all truth> firft . invented fa 

; groudlefs a fable; let us fuppofe that Grifka was imme- 
diately banifhed, as foon as the enemies of Demetrius 

- jnade the latter pafs for that monk; how does it happen 

'; that no writer, befide Margaret * , has taken notice of 

• fo remarkable a circlimftance ?" It is generally allowed 
that one good evidence ought to outweigh a crowd of 

. prejudiced witnelTes; fo that if Ma,rgar^t's credibility is- 
fuperior to that of his opponents, we raufi; aiTent to the 

• trulh of His account. And who are the writers wfaofe 
authority is preferred to that of Margaret ? The native 
hiftorians, who wrote after the acceffion of Vaffili Shuifki ; 

, but their tellmiony cannot be admitted in thi^ cafe; for 

could any Rufiian venture:to contradid; the manifefio of 

/ * Margaret, however, does not ftand lingle in fuppofing Grifka, 

- and him who paiflcd for Demetrius, to be diftinft perfons. For, 
" among others, Conrad Buflau, who' was prefent at Mofcow daring 

• the troubles, afierts, that Demetrius was the natural fon of Stephen 
Bathori king of Poland, whrch ^ fufficient to fhow that the report 
prevailed at the time that the tzar and Griika were different per- 
fons. S. R. G, vol. V. p. f 91. ' 

, .4 the 
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the fovereign^ or call in queftion the fan<^ity of the relios 
efl^bliflied by a decree of the church * ? 

It muft be confefled, however, that one author is n jt 
liable to thele fufpicions- '* Petreius," continues MuHer, 
** has given, in many inftances, the ,moft exa6l intelli-* 
gence; and has demonfirated the impofture of the faUe 
Demetrius with many proofs. Is it pofiible, therefor^, 

.to fuppofe him ignorant that J)einetrius and Griika 
were two dififerent perfons, if that fa6l had been well 

. grounded ?" Here then the teftimoay of Petreiusisput 

.in the oppofitefcale againil that of Margaret; both f»- 
reigners, both prefeiit at Mofcow at the time of the i^- 

. furre6lion/both fuppofed to be unbiafled bj^ the civi] ^n^ 
religious prejudices of, the Ruffians;* yet botli of di& 
ferent fentiments. Let us therefore exanaine their cluh- 
ra^^jer a^d iituationi and confider whether s^ny piricuqt* 
Itances render one writer more-^ofrlhy of credit, tliau 
the other. Margaret was a Frenchman, who entered 

• It nmy perhaps be thought by many too bold to fet afi<!e the 
authority of all the RufTian hiftorians, wh6 may be fuppofed to have 
obtained better intelligence than foreigners. But Mulier calls in 
qa^ftion the teftimony of a Ruffian embaffador in fevoir 6f Deme- 
trius, becaufe he wrote at a time when he was upon the throne, and 
acknowledged by the whole nation j for the fame reafon, therefore, 
. we muft fet afide the evidence of the Ruilians who wrote after his 
afiaflination, and at a time when his impofture was made an article 
of the public faith. 

Indeed; if it is confidei-ed the fufpicious documents from whIcH - 
the Rufliaa authors drew their materials, this mode of reafoning 
will not appear unjuftifiable. Of all the Ruffian writings relating to - 
the^yftory of Demetrius, cited by Mulier, the principal are the ma- 
sifefto of Shuiiki, and a manufcript account of the troubles, com- 
piled by order of the tzar Michael, and fent to the king of France 
as a juftification of the war againft Sweden. But fuch documents 
iifuing from government muft in this inftance be allowed to he exr 
ceptionable.*— ^ all affairs, wherein national prejudices are not con^ 
cerned, the evidence of a native is preferable to that of foreigners; 
but the teftimony of foreigners becomes fupcrior, when the natives 
ve warped by fear or prejudice. 

the 
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HiZ Rnfllan fervice in the reign of Boris Godunof, wa» 
prefent in the army fent againft Demetrius, and always 
«6led with approved bravery and fidelity. Afterwards, 
when .Demetrius afcended the throne, he was continued 
in his fef vice as captain of the guards. He poflefled, 
therefore, many opportunities of inveftigating his real 
hiftory, and he has recorded it in his '* Eftat de J'Empire 
de Ruffie, &c," which, on his return to France, he pub<* 
li(hed at the command of Henry IV. 

Muller^ however, objefts to the authenticity of Mar- 
garet*s narrative : *' A witnefs of this fortwould not be 
admitted in any court of juftice, and cannot, in this 
Inftance, merit our belief. His judgment might be 
varped ; partly from confidering it as a difgrace to have 
engaged in the fervice of an impoftor, and partly from 
not being well ufed by the oppofite party after the death 
xftlje falfe Demetrius. Hence he might be enticed, 
from motives of refentmeni, to brand with infamy the 
enemies of Demetrius, and to treat as mere falfehoods 
all the reports of the impoftor*s real origin. We muft, 
therefore, accufe Margaret either of having advanced a 
falfehood ; or fuppofe that he had heard of another Otre- 
pief, who was at that time prefent at Mofcow,and whom 
he ftrangely confounds with Grilka*." This is the only 
obje<ftion which even the ingenuity of Muller can urge 
againft Margaret. , 

Petreius, whofe authority is fondly preferred to that of 
Margaret, was minrfter f from Chiirles IX. king of 
Sweden, to the court of Mofcow in the reigns of Boris 
Godunof, Demetrius, and Vaffili Shuifki. The cloft*con- 
neftion of Demetrius with Sigifmond king of Poland, inn 
duced Charles IX. to tender his affiftanee to Boris Go- 
dunof, upon the firft entrance of the new claimant into 
' Kuffia. Charles is aUb reprefented as greatly alarmed 

• S.11. G. vol. V. p. i%% and 193. 

f Jb)aiin*8 Gcfchichte von Schweden, vol. IV. p. 475.' 
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mi the fuc^efi of Demetrius^ and after his afTailination 
concluded a treaty of the ftridleft amity yfith Vuifili 
Shuifki, It was therefore the i^tereft of the Swedifli 
coort to reprefent Demetrius as an impoftor ; and Pe-^ 
treius^ as Swediih minifier, naturally countenanced the 
report patronized by his mafter; But fhould we even 
allow that Petreios was not influenced in his judgment 
by the politics of his own cour-t; yet, as an autlu)r, he is 
liable to great exception : f^* the numberlefs fidlions and 
grofs mifreprefentations^ which he retails in his Chroni- 
cle, prove extreme pronenefe to credulity*. On the 
contrary, the credibility of Margaret ftands un impeached, 
and even the penetrating fagacity of Muller himfelf can 
only difcover in hfs work a few trifling errors. It ap- 
pears then, that both as to chara<5ler and fituation, the 
teflimony of Margaret is preferable to that of Petreius; 
and if the queftion is to be ultimately decided by one of 
thefe two writers, whofe authority is the mofl unqueflion- 
able, the tzar who reigned under the name of Demetrius 
was noimpo(tor,but the realfon of Ivan Vaffilievitch IL 
I (hall now throw .together fome particulars, which, 

^ Muller has noticed and coiTe6^ed innumerable errors, relative 
to the moft important tranfa6lions, in the Chronicle of Petreius« It 
would be endlefs to mention them, I (hall therefore onty relate one, 
which unqueftionably proves the credulity of Petreius. ** Feodor 
iTanovitch/' (ays that author, ** upon his death-bed, being requeu- 
ed by the nobility to name a rucce(ror, anfwered, ' That perfon to 
whom I (hall deliver my fceptre (hall be tzar after me.^ Soon af- 
terwards he offered it to Feodor Nikitich Romanof ; but he deli- 
vered it to his brother Alexander, who gave it to a third called 
John, who prefented it to a fourth called Michael. The latter 
pa(red it to another nobleman; at laft the tzar threw the fceptre 
from him, crying out in a paifion, ' Take it who will^* upon which 
Boris took it up, and the tzar died immediately/* This ridiculous 
tale is contradifted by the moft authentic records, by the whole 
hiftory of the fub(equent election of Boris Godunofj and yet this 
is the writer whofe authority is oppofed to Margaret. See S. R. 6. 
vol. V. p. 64^ Sec, i 

in 
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in addition to thofe already enumerated, induce me to 
elpoufe the opinion that the tzar was no impoftor. 

I. The conduft of Boris Godunof. 2. Suppofed re- 
femblarice between the real Demetrius and the perfon 
who reigned in his name. 3. His fuccefs and conduA 
npon the throne. 4. Teftimony of Maria Feodorofna. 
'5. Arguments ufed by the Ruffians to prove the impofture. 

I. The condud of Boris Godunof plainly demon- 
ftrdtes thj\t he thought hifti the real Demetrius. For 
other)vife, why did he not produce Maria Feodorofna, 
and obtain her public avowal that her fon was not alive? 
Her teftimony at, that time would have unqueftionably 
afcertained the impofture of the perfon, who claimed 
the thisone as her offspring. Probably Boris Godunof 
examined her privately ; and, finding her to perfift in 
.her aflertion, that Demetrius had efcaped from Uglitz, 
he removed her to a convent at a confiderable diftance 
from Mofcow, that Ihe might not fan6lion the preten- 
iions of his rivaL . '. 

£. The fuppofed refemblance between the prince De- 
metrius, who was' educated at Uglitz, and the perfon 
who reigned under his name. He had a wart under the 
right eye, and one arni ftiorter than the other. ^' But 
how is it known," faid MuU^r, " that the prince had 
thefe defeds i for they are not mentioned in the RufiSaa 
narratives, but only related by foreigners, who had never 
feeu him. May we not therefore fuppofe them mere in- 
ventions, calculated t^ difplay foihe refemblance between 
the true and falfe Demetrius* ?'* To this we may reply, 
that the Rufiian Accounts, evidently com piled after this . 
;^eriod> and chiefly taken from theonacifeftos of govern- i 
ment, w(>uld never record any circumft'ance which might 
tend to favour a likenefs between a perfon whom they 
ilyled an impoftor, and the young prince. And it may 
he added> if the tzar alledged the wart under his right 

♦ Se R. G. vol.V. p. 190. * 

eyc> 



J 



APPENDIX. 533 

» 

ejCy and the (hortnefs of his arm, as proofs of his being • 
the real Deme trios; who can fuppofe that the prince 
had not thefe defe6ls, when there were fo many perfont 
of the firft diftinftion who could contradict the truth of 
the report ? ^^ But even allowing the facl," continues 
Mulier^ '' the conclufion by no means follows^ as the 
Arongeft refemblance has been frequently obferved be- 
tween two different perfons ; and it is like wife poffible, 
that the fuife Demetrius might have imitated a wart in 
his face, and have feigned a defeft in his arm.*' It 
is barely poffible, indeed, to account for thefe circum- 
itances in this manner; ftill, however, they muft be con- 
fidered^ though not as pofitive, yet as prefumptive evi- 
dence in his favour^ efpecially when joined to collateral 
proofs. 

3. The fuccefs of his enterfwize^and condudt upon the 
throne, feem to prove that he was the real Demetrius. 
He entered Ruffia with an inconfiderable force, whicli 
tncreafed as he advanced; and though totally defeated, 
anA almoft deferted by the Poles, yet his army was fooii 
fecruited, and became more formidable than before his 
difcomfiture. Perfons of the firft diftia6lion joined him 
from all qifarters, and the more he became perfonally 
known to the Ruffians, the greater number of parti- 
zans flocked to his ftandand. Nor did this feem owing 
to any want of popularity in Boris Godunof, whofe ad- 
miniftration was greatly refpecled for vigour and wif» 
^om ; it rather proceeded from a general conviction diat 
he was Demetrius. When feated upon the throne he 
did not a<9; like an impoftor. Had he been one, he would 
fcarcely have pardoned Vaffili Shuifki, who had thrown 
doubts upon the reality of his defcent. Infteadofdif- 
believing the ftrong reports of an impending infurreSio'n, 
he would have turned a ready ear to the flighteft rumours 
of plots and machinations^ and have taken every pre- 
cai^tion ^gainft them. In a word, his general charac- 
ter was as thoughtl^fs and inconfider^ite as it was open 

and 
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and fincere ; but, above all, his freedom from fufpicion 
and jealoufy were incompatible with the principles of 
an ufurper * . 

4. The condud of Maria Feodorofna muft be admit^ 
ted as fupporting the fame fide of the queftion. After 
having openly acknowledged him for herfon, (he is faid 
to have publicly difowned him. If both the avowal 
and denial were equally public, they both might have 
been extorted by fear, and her teftimony muft be con- 
fidered as null. For what credit can that woman de* 
fervc who at one time admitted a perfon to be her fon, 
and at another rejeded him ? We may obferve, how- 
ever, this difference, that in one infiancefhe owned him 
in perfon; in the oth^r, (hewas not confronted with 
him, but her anfwer was brought by Vaffili Shuifld + j 
who was moft interefted to prove him an impoftor. It 
therefore follows, that if (as fefems to be the cafe) her 
avowal was public, and her denial was not, the former is 
more to be depended upon than the latter, and her tef- 
timony muft be adnutted in his favour % . ^ 

5. Tho 

♦ *• Puis parlon*,^' fays Margaret, " de (a clemence, cnvcrs un 
ehacun apres qu*il fut receu en Mofco, et principalemeiit envert 
Vacilli Choutfqui, lequel fut convaincu de trahiibn. Sec. et mefinet 
(at ledit Demetrius prie par tous les ailiftans de le hire mourir, vu 
qu*il 8*eftait toujours trouvc perturbateur du repos public. Je parlft 
comme ayant ouy etveu le tout de mes oreilles. Ce non obftant il 
Iny pardonna, combien que Demetrius r9ayoit bien que nul n^ofbit 
', afpirer a la couronne que la dite maifon de Chouitfqui. II par- 
donna auffi a pluiieurs autres \ car il eftoit fans foup^on,^* p. 171. 

* Si il fe fut fenty coupable en aucune chofe, il euft eu jufte fujet 
de croire l^s machinations et trahifons complottees et trammeet 
contre fa pcrfonne, des quelles il etoit affez adverty, et y euft pq 
remedter avec grande fecilite,"** p. 174.. 

't Mr. MuUer fays, Vafiili Shuiflci took i be trouble of npairrrtg him- 
Jeff to the convent. Gab fich feblft die muehe. 

t The Ruffian authors affert, that at the time vtien the relict 
were^onvcyed to Mofcow, ftie publicly retraced her former tefti- 
mony in his favour, upon tl>eir firil interview near Mofcow ; con* 
feifing, that fke had been induced by thrests^ as wtU y^% from a de- 
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5. The very arguments advanced by the Ru&umis tm 
prove his impoiturey iixongly efiabli(h the contrary po- ^ 
fition. For how ivas the reality of hi^ imperial de* 
icent invalidated by his being a forcerer^ an herettCyOr 
a niulician; by his predilection to the Poles^ not bowing 
to the image of St. .Nicholas, not bathing, eating yeal» 
and fuch frivolous accufations ? Does not the adoption 
of thefe nugatory iniinuations befpeak a great deficiencj^ 
of folid arguments? they may incline, indeed, the RuP- 
iians to believe him an ufurper, but do not prove him one 
in the eyes of dii'paflionatejudges. The truth teems to 
be, that as he began to lofe the afFe<5lion of his fubJeAs 
by his inconfiderate contempt of their cuftoms and re- 
ligion, thefe, and many other unfavourable reports, cal- 
culated to raife and increafe the popular odium, wem 
circulated by the< intrigues of Vaflili Shuiiki, who, upon 
his aifaffinatiogiy was raifed to the throne. 

' The fame remarks extend, with fiill greater force, to 
the aflertion, that the body interred at Uglitz was that 
of the real Demetrius from its uncorrupted ilate, and 
the miracles it performed. For the uncorrupted ftate oi^ 
the body, when firft conveyed to Mofcow, evidently 
proves it to have been fuppofititious; and the miraclet 
it is faid to have performed will convert no profelytes 
without the pale of the Ruffian church. When every ex* 
pedient failed of convincing the generality of the RuF* 
fians, that the tzar was an impoftor, recourfe wasf had to 

Are of procuring her liberty, to acknowledge itn alien for her Ibn^ 
But how are we certain that ihe really made this public confefHon 9 
Its truth entirely refts upon the Kuilian papers, which cannot, ij| 
this inftance, be efteeraed authentic records. Why was her public 
recantation poftponed to ib late a period ? and why was (be not 
confronted with the tzar, wh^n he repeatedly appealed to her tefti<« 
tnony as the ttrongeft proof of his being the real Demetrius? Have 
we not every reafon to conclude, either that (he did not publicly rer 
tra£^ her former alTeverations in his favour j or that, being in Vaflili 
ShuiHc'rs power, (he was finally compelled to a£l in fubiervlency ta 
luA mandate f 

preienddl 
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pretended miracles and facred relics. And it muft be 
allowed^ that this method of convincing an ignorant and 
fnperftilious people, who doubted (and there were many 
who doubted) was a ftroke of the moft confummate po- 
licy; as by thefe means the aflertions of Vaffili Shuifki 
were fan6tified by an ecclefiaftical decree; and the im- 
pofture of his rival became an article of public faith. 
Indeed^ fuch is the fuperftition with which the ufurpa- 
tion of Grifkais flill maintained, that even at this dis- 
tance of time no 'Ruffian hiftorian could venture to hint 
that Demetrius was not s^aflinated at Uglitz, and that 
the perfon who aifumedhis name was not Gri(ka: for it 
would be contradiAing a fundamental principle of be- 
lief, and rejec^ting the relics of a faint much revered iu 
tills country. 



u 



A FPENPIX $37 



No. 2L 



Geographical Divijion of the Ruffian Empire 
into Governments^ Provinces^ and DiJIricts. 



AS the new divifion of Ruffia into governments, pro- 
vinces, and diftrids, by Catherine the Second, has 
totallji: a,Jtere3 the geography of that vaft empire ; and 
as no accurate account of the general divifion yet given 
to the public has fallen under my obfervation, I fhall here 
fubjoin a lift communicated to me in February 1785, 
from undoubted authority. 

In comparing this lift of governments with that given in 
;Book6. ch. 1. oft^his work, the reader will find a difference 
in the number and names of tlip governments ;, for ia- 
ftance, this lift enumerates 41, the other 40 governments. 
ThisJift mentions the governments of Archangel, Cathe- 
rinenltef, Olonetz, and Caucafus ; and the other thofe of 
Aftracan, Azof, and New Ruffia. But this difference 
may eafily be reconciled, by cotifidering tho^t the formtsr 
lift was made in 1782, the latter in 1784, when feveral 
alterations had taken place in the names of the govern- 
ments, particularly that Olonetz was formerly included 
in the government of Novogorod, and Archangel in that 
of Vologda, from which they have been iince feparated ^ 
that the names of New Ruffia and of Azof have been, 
changed for that of Ecatherinenflaf ; and that the go^ 
vernment of Caucafus has been lately added^ ftad coOh*, 
prifes the government of Aftracan. 

4 
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Prejent Dvcifion of the Ruffian Empire into Qo- 
vernmentSy Provinces^ and Dijiricts.^ 

FORTY-ONE GOVERNMENTS. 
I. Government of St Peterfturgh. , 

This government comprifes that tra<S); of country call- 
ed Ingermanland, or Ingria, wrefted by Peter the Great 
from the Swedes^ and confirnied to Riiffia at tke peace 
6f Nyftadt, in 1721. 

IT IS DIVIDED INTO 10 J>I&TRICTS. 

1. St. Peterlburgh. 

£, Oranienbaum^ on the gulf of Finland. 

3. Yfambufgh, on the river Luga^ difcharging itfelf 

iuto.the gulf of Finland. 

4. Luga^ on the upper part of the fame river. 

5. Narva, on the river Narova, which /alls into the 

gulf of Finland. 

6. Gvof, near the eaft fide of lake Peipus^on a rivulet 

called Gvofka. 

7. Rokeftven, or Rokcftvenlk, on the rivulet Oredefli, 

falling into the Luga. 

8. Sophia, near Zarfkoe Zclo. 

. 9. Schlueffelburgh, on th^ Neva, where this river iffues 
from the Ladoga. 
10. New Ladoga, on the river Volkhof, between the 
Ldke and the channel of the Ladoga. 

IL Government of Olonetz, 
Fornieriy included in the government of Novogorod, 

^ \, CONTAINS 5 DISTRICTS. . 

. 1. PetJto&vodflc, on the river Schua, falling into the 
• : . ,, J liate. Onega. 

2. Olonetz, on the river Olonza, falling into the eaft 

fide of the Ladoga. 

^ S. Vytegra, on the river of the fame name, falling into 
the fouth fide of the Onega, 

4. Kargopol, 



4. Kargopol^ near the jriyer Oaega> al its origin from 

the lake Latcha,^ 
6. PoyenetZy on^tlie north iide of t^if) Onega^ where 

the rapid rivulet Povenetz falls iqto it. 

III. Government of Wiburgh, or Ruffiaa 

Finland. 

This government was formerly fubje^ to.Sweden^^d 
cbmprixed in Carelia ; part was ceded to Ruffia at ^he 
peace of Nyftadt, in 1721, and part by the treaty of 
Abo, 1741. 

IT CONTAINS, 6 DISTRICTS. 

1. Wiburgh> on the north fide of the gulf of Finland ♦ 
£. Willmanilrand, near the laJse Saima. 

3. Frederidham, on th^ gulf of Finland. 

4. Nyflot, near tlie lake Utrufs. 

6. Kexholm, on two fmall iilands of the river Woxeo, 
failing into the Ladoga. « 

€. Serdobol, oa the north- vveftern iide of the Ladoga. 

IV. Government of Revel, or Efthonia. 
Revel was confirihed to the Swedes at the peace of 
Oliva, conquered by Peter the Great in 1710, aqji finally 
ceded to Rnllia in 1721. 

IT CONTAINS 5 niSTKICTS. 

1. Revel, on the Baltic fea. 

£. Baltic-Port, about 40 verfts weftward from Rfsvel. 

3. Habfal, or Hapfal, a maritime town. 

4. Weiifenftein, on therivnlet Saida, about 80 Verftt 

from Revel. * 

5. Wefenberg, ttbout 100 verfts from Rev^l, at about 

an equal diftance from that town and Naiva. 

V. G o venunent of Riga^ or Livcmi^ ceded to 

Ruffia in 1721. 

tT CONTAIN!^ 9 DISTRICTS. 

1. Riga, on the Duna, 14 verfts from its mouth'. 

z 2 2. Wenden, 
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2. Wenden, on the river ^a. 

3. Wolmar, on the fame river. 

^ 4. Walk, on a rivulet falling into the fouth iide of lake 
Wyrtz. 
5. Werro^ on the weft Iide of lake Peipus. 
. 6. Dorpt^ on the river £m, or Embak, which ifTues 
from the lake WjTtz, and falls into the Peipus. 

7. Fellin, on the fmall river of the fame name. 

8. Perneau^on the river of that name^ near the Baltic 

Sea. ' 
9- Arenfburgh, on the -ifland Oefel. 

VI. Government of Pfkof, 

A republic, fub^uedby Vaffili Ivanovitch, and former- 
ly comprized in the government of Novogorod. 

CONTAINS 9 DISTRICTS. 

1 . Pfkof, called by foreigners Plelkof, on the river 

Velika, or Velikaia. 
S. Petchora, on the rivulet Simftia, falling into the fouth 

part of the Peipus, or the lake of Pflcof. 

3. Oftrof, or Oftrof fk, on an ifland of the river Velika. 

4. Opotchka, on an ifland of the fame river. 

5. Novorflief,. on an ifland of the fmall lake of Padzq, 

through which flows the river Velikaia. 
. 6> Velikie Luki, on th6 left fide of the river. liOvat, 

falling into the lake Ilnien. 
7. Tordpez, on the river Toropa, falling into the Ddna^. 
8^ Kholm, on the river Lovat. 

9. Porkhof> on the river Schelg f. 

VII. Government of Novogorod, 

A powerful republic, finally reduced by Ivan Vaffiliey 
yit^b ILand united t6 the Ruflian empire, 

CONSTAINS 10 DISTRICTS. 

I. Novog<?krod, on the river VolkofV near the lake 
Ilmen. 

2: Kreftetz> 
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* «. Kreftetz, on the river Khiova, falling into the Mfta. 
^, Staraia Ruffa, on the river Polifli, abopt 15 verfls 

fouth of the Ilmen. 
4. Valdai, on the weft fide of the lake of Valdai, 
, 5. Borovitchi, on the river Mfta. 

6. Tikhvin, on the rivulet of that name, falling into the 

Siafs, which difchargesitfelf into the Ladoga. 
7« Uftiuflina, on the Mologa, falling into the Volg^ 

8. Tcherepovetz, en the river Scbekfna, falling into 

the Volga. 

9. Kirilof, on the fame river. 

10. Bieloferfk, on the fouth fide of the Biel^fero, near 
the river Schekfna. 

VIII. Government of Tver. 

' ' An independent principality, united to the Ruflian 
empire by Ivan Vaffilievitch, and comprized in the go- 
vernment of Novogorod. It wasfeparated from Novo- 
gorod, and was the firft government eftablilhed upon the 
new plan. 

CONTAINS 13 DISTRICTS. 

1. Tver, on the Volga, where that river is joined by the » 

Tverza. 

2. Vyflinc^i Volotfliek, on the river Zna. 

3. Torfhok, on the Tverza. , 

4. Oilalhkof, on an ifland of the lake Seliger. 

5. Rfiief-Volodimerof, on the left fide of the Volga. 
Q, Subzof,*on the left fide of the fame river. 

7. Staritza, on the Volga. 

8. Krnfnol Kholm,on the river Schoca, ^'hich falls into 
^ the Mologa. 

g. Koliafin, on the Vojgo. 
10. Kakiu, ^i^ar the Volga. 
. 11. Belhetzk, on the Molbga. 
12^ Kortchera, or Kortchef, on the Volgi^. 
15, V^iegqnik, on the riv^i: Atojoga. 

zS » IX. Goveni- 
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IX. Government of Smolenflcb. 

After being an objeil of contention, aijd reciprocally 
poffeffed by Poland and Ruffia, was conquered by Alexey 
Michaelovitchin 1654, and jfinally ceded to Rufiia at the 
peace pf MofcJow, in 1666, 

CONTAINS 12 DISTKICTS. 

.'1. Smoleniko, on both fides of the Dnieper, 
fi. P6retchie,ontheriverKai{>Ua>falhngintotheDiHia. 

3. Dukortchina, on the Dnieper. 

4. Bieloi, on the fmall river Vobiflia, felUng into the. 

Meflia, which difcharges itfelf into the Dana. 

5. Sytcherfk, on the river yafufa,falUnginto the Volga. 

6. Gftiatfe, or G&at, on the river Gfliat, falling into 

the Vaftila. 
; 7 • Viafma, on the river Viafma, faUing ipto the Pnieper. 
8. Dorogobufli, on the^ Dnieper. • ' * 

Q. Yukhnof, on the Ugra, failing into the Occa. 

10. Felna, sy^> the Defna. 

11. RoftarL.on the Oiler, which falls into the Soflj. 

12. Krafnoi,on a rivulet which falls into the Dnieper. 

X. tjrovemment of PolotQc, 
Dirmembered from Poland by the Treaty of Partition 
in 1772, 

CONTAINS 11 DISTKICTS. 

1. Polotfk, on the Di^na^ at the mouth X)f the Gnall 

river Polota. 

2. Priffa, or Dryfin, on the river Drifla, falling into 

the Puna. 

3. Dunaburgh, on the right fide of the Duna. 

4. Refitza, oYi the rivulet Refiza, or Rofitten, filing 

into the lake Liubahn. 

5 . Liutzin, on the river LiOia, which falls into thc^vcr 

Velikaja^ ^ . 

6. Sebeftx,'on the lake^ebefli. 

7. Ne¥el,on the lake Nevcl. , 

6 S.Vifebfc 
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8. Vifeblk, on the Duna. 

9. Gorodetzk, or Goro<lbk, on a rivuTet felling into the 

Duna. 

10. Velifti, on the Duna. 

11. Suraih^ on the Duna. 

XI. Government of Mohilef, 

Difmembered ^Ifo bj the Treaty of Partition in 1772, 

CONTAINS 11 DISTRICTS. 

l- Mohilef, on the Dnieper. 
£. Kopyfs^ on the Dnieper. 

3. Orflia, on the Dnieper. 

4. Sennoi^ near lake Sennoie, commuhic(iting with the 

Duna. 

5. Babinovitchi> on tlie river Lutchofia, felling into 

, the Duna. 

6. Mifhiflaf^ on tHe river Vokra^ felling into the Solh. 

7. Klimovitchi, on the river Ofter, felling into the Sofli. 

8. Tfchaufy, on the river Pronja, felling into the Softi- 

9. Staroi Bykhof, on the Dnieper. 

10. Rogatchef, near the Polifti frontiers, where the river 

Drutz, or Drugez, falls into the Dnieper! 

11. Belitzy, on a rivulet falling into the Sofli. 

s 

XII. Government of Orel, 

Once a province of the government of Bielgorod, 

COXOTAINS 13 DISTRICTS. 

1. Orel, on the rivers Occa and Orel. 

2. Kromy, on the Occa. . 

^. Mzenflc, on the rivulets Sufta and Menza, falling 
into the Occa; * • 

4. Bolkof, on tlie river Nugra, falling into the Occa. 

5. Livny, on the left fide of the river Soffna, falling 

into the Don. 

6. Fele:z, ou t^he left fide of the rivef Soffna. 

7- Sieflk, on the river Sief, falling into the JDefna. 

z 4 8. Ma* 
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8. Maloi ArkhangeUk^ on the river SofTna. 
g. Dmitrofflc^ on the rivulet Nei-ufer^ falling into the 
Sicf. 

10. Befhkin^ on the Occa. 

1 1 . Trubtcheflk, on the left fide of the Defna. 

12. Branfk^ on the Defna. 

IS. Karatchef^ on the rivulet Snefet^ falling into the 
Defna, 



XIIL Government of Kaluga. 

Formerly a province in the government of M ofcow> 

CONTAINS 12 DISTRICTS. 

1. Kaluga, on the Occa. 

2. MaloiaroflavetZi on the fmall river Luiha^ falling 
« into the Occa. 

3. Barovik> on the river Protva^ falling into the Occa. 

4. Taruffa. on the Occa. 

5. Likhvin, on the left fide of the Occa. 

6. Kofelik, on the left fide of the fin all river Shifdra, 
'^ falling ii^to the Occa* 

7. Medynflt, on a rivulet falling into the Ugra. 

8. Peremyfchl, on the left fide of the Occa. 

9. Mechovfk, on a rivulet falling into the Shifdra. 

10. Mofialflc, oa a fioaall river falling mto the Ugra. 

1 1. Serpeifk^ on the fmall river Serpei^ falling into the 

Ugra. 

12. Shifdra^ 00 the river of the fame name. 

Xiy. Government of Mofcow; 

. One^f the moft antient and moil confpicuous provinces 
of the Rufiian empire. Its capital^ Mofcow^ built in 
1 147> was the refidence of the fovereign, till Peter the 
Great transferred the feat of empire to Peterihurgh ; 

CONTAINS 5 niSTRiers. 
. I. MbfcoWj on the river Mofcva^ falling into the Occa. 

2. Kolomna 
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a. Kolomna Mofcva^ alSoat 5 verfts from its JuftiSioii 
with the Occa. 

3. Branitzy^ on the Muficva, between Mofco aixl Ko- 

lomna. 

4. Podol^ or Podollk; on the river Pakrla, &llittg into 

the JMofcva. 

5. Nikitfk, on the fame river. " '^ 

6. Serpukhof, on the river Nara^4 verftsfrom itsjcinc* 

tion with the Occa. 
7- Vereia, on the Protya, falling into the Occa. 
8i Mofliufk^ on the fmall river Mofhaika^ falling into 

theMofcva. 
% Rufa, on the left fide of the river Rufa^allipg into 

Moficva. 

10. Voikrefenk, on the river Ifter, falling into the 

Mofcva. ' 

11. Svenigorod^ on the Mofcva^ nea^ the mouth of the 
. Ifteir, 

12. Voloklam&oi, or Volokoliunplk, on the river Lama, ' 

falling into the Scoflia^ which difcharges itfelf 
ikito the Volga, , 

13. Klin, on the river Seftra, falling into the Dubnia, 

which joins the Volga. 

14. Dmitrof, on the fmall river Vakhroma, which, unit* 
' ing with th^ Seftra, forms the river Dqbnia. 

15. Bogorodfkj on the river Kliafma. 

XV, Government of Tula, 

Formerly a province of the goverqment pf Mofcow, 

CONTAINS 12 DISTRICTS. 

1. Tula, on the river Upa, falling Into the Occa. 

2. Krapirna, on the fame river. \ 

3. Odeief, on the fame river. 

r 

4. ^^xi<^iy on the rivulet Venef ka, falling into theK 

Ofletr, whifch joins the Occa, 
. 5. Alexin, on the Occa. 

6 Kachirfc, 
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6. Kachira^ on the Gsme river* 

7. Bagoroditzk, on the river Upa. 

8. Tfbhern J on the ri vukt of the fame name^ falling ti^to 

theSulha^ which $ows into the Occa, 
9- Novofyl, on the rivulet Nerutcha, falling into, the 
Suiha. 

10. Bielef on the Occa. 

11. Epiphan, on the Don. 

12. Ephremof, or Yephremof> on the river Metcha> 

falling into the Don. 

XVI. Government of Refan, 
formerly a province of the government of Mofcovr^ 

CONTAINS 12 DISTRICTS. 

t. Refan, on the Trubefh, falling into the 0<5ca. 

$. Saraifn, on the river Ofetr. 

S. Pronik, on the river Pronca^ falling into the Occa. 

4. Mikhailof on the river Proncsl. 

5. Skopin, on the fmall river Ranvf, falling into the 

Occa. 

6. Riachk, on a rivulet falling into the Voroneik. - 
7- KafBmofj on the Occa. , 

8. Raninhurgh, on the river Refe, falling into the Vo- 

ronefti. 
gu Spaflc, on the Occa. 

10. Yegorief, or Yegorjef Ik, on a finall river falQng into 

the Qcca. 

11. Sapofhok, on a river falling into the Oc^ca. 

12. Donkof* or Dankof. on the Don. 

XVII. Goveminent of Volodimir, 
Formerly a province of the government of Molco^ 

CONTAINS 14 DISTRICTS. 

M Volodimir, or Vladimir, on the river Kliafma. 
3. Sofdal> on a rivulet falling into the Kliafina. 

3. Yurief 
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3. Yurief Pofflcoi, on a fmall riv^r faBing into the 

Kliafnva. 

4. Akxandrof, or Alexandrofik, on the river S^rnii^ 

falling into the Kliafraa. 

5. Kovrof, on the river Kliafnxa. 
'6. Pokrof, on the fame river. 

7. Gorokhovetzk, on the fame river. ^ 

8. Sudogda, on a river of the fame nome, falling into 

the Klfafma. ^ 

9. Viafniki, on the river Klirfma, - 

10. Murotn, on the Occa. 

11. Pereflavl Salefkoi, on the rivulet Trubefli, falling 

into the lake of Pereflavl. 

12. Schuia, on the river Tefs, falling into the Kliafma- 

13. Kirfliatch, on a rivulet falling iiito the Kliafma* 

14. Melenki, on the fmall river Uuflia, falling into the 

Occa. 

XV 1 1 1 . G o vcmment of Yaroflaf, 

Formerly a province of the government of Mofcow, 

CONTAINS 12 DISTEICTS. 

1. Yaroflaf> on the Volga, where the river Kotorofl 

- fajjis into it. 
g. Roftof, on the north fidp of the fmall lake Nero, 
called therefore the lake of Roftof, communicat- 
ing with the Volga by the river Kotoroil. ^ 
3.* Bariffoglebflc, on the Volga. 

4. Romanbf) on the Volga, oppofite to the laft mea 

tioned town. 

5. Danilof, on a rivulet falling intp the Volga. 

6. Liubim, oh theriver Neg:ra, falling into the Kaftroma. 

7 . Pocheckhon, Or Pochekhonie, on the river Sagoflia, 

falling into the Schekfna. 
§. XJglitch, on the Volga. 
9. ' Rybnoi, on the Volga. 
lOi Mychkirij oA the Volga. 

i 1 . Petrofflc, on a fmall river falling into the lake Nero. 
. 18. Mologa, on the Volga. 

• XJX. Govern- 
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XIX. Government of Vologda, 

Formerly the largeft of all the Ruffian European 
governments, as it contained the proymces of Vologda^ 

Archangel, and Veliki-Uftiug. 

/I 

Thjs government is divided into two provinces, Vo- 
logda and Veliki-UlUug, 

Province of Vologda- 

CONTAINS 5 DISTRICTS. 

1. Vologda, on the river Vologda, falling into the Suk- 

bona. 
9,. Griafovetz, on a river falling into the Sukhona. 
,3. Kadnikof, on a river falling likewife into the Suk- 
hona, 

4. Totma, on the left fide of the Sukhona. 

5. Veiefk, or Vellk, on the river Vaga* 

Province of Veliki-Uftiug, 

CONTAINS 7 DISTRICTS* 

1 . Ufting-Veliki, on the river Sukhona. 
S. Nikolik, on 8k rivulet falling into the Sukhona. 
' 3. Lalfk, on the fmall river Liala, falling into the Lufa. 

4. Solvytchegodflc, orSolivytchegodfk, on the river 

Vytchegda. 

5. KmfnoborJk, on the left fide of the Dvina. 

6. Yjju-enflc, on the right fide of the Vytchegda, wfcere 

it tsikes in the fmall river Yarenga. 

7. Uftfyfolk, on the river Syflbl, falling about; a verfl 

below this^town into the Vytqhegda. 



XX. Government of Archangel, 

Formerly included in the Government pf Volpgcla, 

CONTAINS J BUSTRICTS., 

1. Archangel, on the Dvina^. ftboxit 70 ve«fts from iti 
mputh. 

2. Kolmogorr, 
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1. Kolmogorij on the Dvina. 
S. I^chenkurlk, oh the river Vaga. 
4- Pinegi on the right fide of the Dvina^ where the 
river Pinega falk into it* 

5. Onega, on the river Onega, in Ruffian Lapland. 

6. Kola, on the river Kola, near the Bay of Kola, in 

the Frozen Ocean, - • 

7. Mefen, on the river Mefen^ falling into the Froxea 

Sea. 

XXI. (Government of Koftroma, 

Formerly included in the government of Mofcow, 

Two provinces, 
A. Koftroma, B. Unflia, 

CONTAINS 11 1>1STRICTS. 

1 . Koftroma, near the mouth of the Volga. 

4fc. Nerechta, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 

5. Ple&, on the Volga. 

4. Kadjri, on a rjvulel falling into the Volga. 

5. Bui,on the river Koftroma, where it takes in the 

river Vara. 

6. Galitch, cm the lak6 of that name, communicating 

with the river Koftroma by the fmallrivulet Van|. 
'7. Tchukhloma, near a lake of the fume n&me. 

8. Solgalitzk, on the Koftroma. 

9. Kinechma, on the Volga. 

W). Yuricvetz Povolfskvi, on the Volga, three v Aft* he- 
low the mouth of the Unflia. 
Ji L. Lufch^ on a river falling into the Vol<ra. ^ 

B. Province of Unflia. ' 

CONTAINS 3 DISTRICTS. 

1 . Majcarief, on Ihe Unflia. 

S. Varnovin, on the river Vetluga. 

3* Vetluga, on the fame river. 

XXII. Govern- 
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XXII. Government of Ncfhnei Kovogorod, ' 

CONTAINS 13 DISTEICTS. 

1 . Niflinei Noyogorod, on the Volga^ below the' mouth 

of the Ocea. 
.8. Balakhna^ on the right fide of the Volga, 
3/ Arfamas, on the fmall river Teflia> falling into the 

Occa. 

4. Makarief^ on the Volga. 

5. Vaffil, on the Volga. 

6. Semenof, on the rivokt Kerfliei]^^ falling into the 

Volga. . . 

7. Ardatof, on the river Tefli, falling into the Occa. 

8. Gorbatof^ on the Occa. 

9. Sergatch, on the river Piana^ falling into theSura. 

10. Perevofs, on the fame river. 

1 1 . Kniaginin^ on a riy,ulet falling into the Volga. 

12. Lykaianof, on the upper part of the Te(h. 

13. Potchinki> dn the river Alatqr^ falling into the Sura* 

XXIIL Government of Cafan* 

t • ^ ' 

Conquered from the Tartars by Ivan Vaffilievitch IL 
in 1553, • . , ' 

COljITAlNS 13 DISTRICTS. 

• • 

1 : Qifan, on the rivulet Cafanka, faDing into the Volga. 
£. Sviaik, on the river Sviaga, a few verfts from its 

jun6lion with the Volga. 
3.^ Arlk, on die river Cafanka. 

4. Zy vilik, on the river Zyvil, falling into the Volga. 

5. Tfchebaxar, on the Volga, near the month of the 

rivulet Tfchebaxarka. 

6. Yadrin, on the river Sura. 

7. Kufmodemianlk on the Volga. 

8. Tzarevokokchaifk, on a rivulet Malaia Kokchaga^ 

. falling into the Volga. 

9. Tetiuki, on the Volga. 

10. Laikefj 



10 Laikef, on the river Katmu 
11* Spaflc^ ou the Volga. 

12. Tchifzopolik^ on thef Kama. 

13. M^madyih^ on the Viatka, filing into the Kama. 



XXIV. Goverament qf Simbiiik, 

Formerly a province of the kingdom of Cafan^ 

"" CO^NTAINS 13 DISTRICTS. 

I, Simbirflc, or Sinbirfk, on the Volga. 
12. Singiiief^ on the Volga. 

3. StavropaJ,-on the Volga. 

4. Sainata, near the junction of the Volga and Samara. 

5. Sifran^ on the Volga^ where it takes in the iinali 

rivet Sifr^tt. . • 

6. Kanade^^ on the river Sifran. 

7. Tagai^ on a rivulet flailing tuto the'Sviaga. 

8. Buinfk^ on tSe river Sviaga. 

9. Karfun, on a ijcnall river falling into the Sura. 

10. Kotiakof, on the right fide of the river Sura. ■ 

11. Ardatof, on the Alator. 

12. Alatoc^ oa the Sura^ where it takes in the Alator. 

13. Kunnyk^ on the Sura. . 

XXV. Governmcrjft of Penza, 
Formerly a protince of Cafan^ 

CONTAINS 13 DISTRICTS. 

r. l^enza, on the river Sura, where it receives the ri*- 

vuletPenfa. 
$. Mokchaixilk, weft of Penza. 

3. Ihfaray oa the river Infara, falling into the Mbkcha^ 

4. VerkhneL Ix^mof^ on the river Lomof, 

5. Nifhnie Lomof, on the fame river. ' 

6. Naifovtdhat, on jy ivulet falhng into the Mokcha, 

which joins the Occa. 

7. Troitzk, on theMokcha, 

8t Krafiioflobodfk, 






8. Krafnollobodlk, OD the feme ifivery 

9. Scheckeief, on a rivulet falling into the Alaton 
10* Saranlk, on another rivulet falling into the Alator 

1 1 . Goroditch, on a rivulet falling into the Sural 

12. Kerenlk, on a rivulet falling into the Mokcha. 

13. Tchembar, on the fmall river Tchembar, falling into 

the Vorona, which flows to the Khoper. 

XXVI. Gbverament ef Tanbof, 
Pormerly part of the government of Voronptz* 

CONTAINS 13 niSTBICTS. . 

1. Tambof, on the river Zna^ which fallft into the 
Mokcha. * ...>.. 

• «. Scliatflc, on the rivulet Schat, falling into the Zna« 
8. Kadom, on the river Mokcha. 

4. Temnikof, on the fame river. 

5. Iclatma, on the Occa. 

6. Koflof, on the rivulet Ufnoi Voronetz* 

, 7. Uffman, on thefmallriver Uflhuin> faIUa^into4jie 
Voronetz. 

8. Lebedian, on the Don. 

9. Boriflbglebfk, on the Khc^en • • ^ 

10. Morca, on the Zna. 

1 1 . Spafk, on a rivulet falling into the Mokcha. 

12. Kirffanof, on the Yorona, fiajling into the Khopi^* 

13. liipetzk, on the Voronetz. ^ 

XXVII. Government of Voronet2r, " 

CONTAINS 15 DISTRICTS., 

1 . Voronetz, on the river Yoronefli, about 14 vcrib 

from itsjun6lion with the Don. 

2. Sadonik, on the Don. , . . 

3. Semlianlk, on a rivulet fal^f^ into the Don* 

4. Nifhnedevitzk^ 01^' the rivulet DeviUa, falling into 

the Pon. 

6* Korotoian> 
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5^ Korotoian, on the Don. 

6. Bobrof, on the Biliuk, falling into the Don. 

7. Birutch^ on the river Sofna, falling into the Don^ 

8. Oftrogofchk, on a rivulet falling into the Sofna^ 

9. Pavlovik, on the Don. 

10. Kalitva^ on the rivulet Kalitva^ falling into the Don. 
1 1« Bogtttchar, on a rivulet of the fame name^ falling 

into the Don. 
12« Bielovodlk, on the river Derkt^ failing into the 

Donek. 
13* Valuiki, on the river Oflcol, where it receives the 

rivulet Valui. 

14. Livenflc, on the rivulet Valtii. 

15. Kupenlk^ on the river Olkol, 

XXVIII. GoYiemment of Kurfk, 

Formerly part of the government of Bielgorod> 

CONTAINS 15 DISTRICTS, 

1. Kurik, on the river Tukor, falling into the nve 

Selm, or Sem. 
£. Lgpf> on the Seim. 

3. RyUk, on the fame river. 

4. Pretive, on the fame river. 

5. Fatfefli, on a rivulet falling into the Svopa. 

6. Tchigry, oil a rivulet falling into the Tim. 

7. Tim, on the river of the feme name, falling into 

the Sofna. 

8. Oboia^, on the fiver Pfol. 

9. Sudflia, on a rivulet of the fame name, falling into 

the Pfol. 
10* Bogatoi, on the rivulet Penna, falling into the Pfel. 

1 1 . Dmitrief, on the Svopa. 

12. Bielgorod, on the Donetz. 

IS. Korotcha, on the rivulet of that name, falling into 
the Donetz. 
vpi*. II. * A A * 14. Novoi 
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14. Novoi 0(kol, on the Ofkol. 

15. Staroi OflLbl^ M ^ fiver of thAi 






X^I^v OpyfifQinetit fif Novogorod Seirei^fkoi 

Part of thd Ukmne, dr liitJe Buffia, 

* ' 

Contains 11 districts. ' 

• « 

... • • 

1, Novogorod Severlkoi, on thft. right, ftoift of the 

$. Pogar^ on the Stidofh^ falling into t\\(b l)0foa« 

. {5. *^gliil| Qp a r^v^ilel; fftUing iiji^Q the |pul. . , 

4. Starodubj on a rivulet falling iftto \h» p!i|dplh. 

5. Sofnitza, on the. IJeftia, , ' . ' . 

6. Korop, on the kft ftoie pf the f^V^ riv«f ♦ . . 

7. Korolevetz> on a rivnlet falling into the Defna. 

8. Glul^bof^ QTL tb^ liver Yjefm^SaSHx^ iota the Seirn. 

9. Kpnotop^.on a x>wle<i falling j[i(itQ/rt>(p.^^^ • 

10. Surafli, or Suraflilk, on the Ipul, 

11. Novomefllfk, on the fame river. 

XXX.* Gbvernment bi'' Tcternig^^^ * 

Formerly part of the Ukraine^ v 

CONTAINS 11 DISTKICTS. 

1. Tchernigpf, on tb^ right (bore i>i th^ J)efii4, 

«. Jkretns^ or Pefefm^ on the Pefq^, 

J. . Gorbdnizk^ on a riviil^t falling into the ISnof, which 

joins the Sofna. 
4. Nefhin^ on the Ofl^r^ fjuHing into th^ Defna, 
^. llpfli^^ ox RoniM, on ^ti« nv^. ?al^ .; . 

6. Giinlk, on the fame river. 

7 . Priluki, on the Udai, feUipg ipt^ *be, Sulu*. ^ 1 

8. Borfna^ on a rivulet of tb^ fapie>. f^^Uu^ iftif t)ii# 

Defna. 

9. Lokhi^t^a^ q^ the i^iver Sii^, . r 
• 10. Gaditch, on the Pfol, 

j^l. iienkpi^ on a jivi^Iet |i^Uin^ into the Pfol. 

i XXXI. Government 






XXXI. Govw»w©ftt pfJCiof, -: _ 

eing^ait of the- Ukraine/ Qt tittle Ruffia, was onue 
ii duchy belonging to tlie great dukes^ and KioF^ the 
capital^yad thetr principal r^fi^ence. * 1*his cottiitry wag 
cl^1i!i'q\ierie<i hy the Tartsg-s^ came a^aln into the pofieffion 
of the jgreat 4uk^> hut ii^as over-ran And poffeiTe^ by t&e 
<3bflacks^ under the prote<6lion pf Poland. 

In ]654j the natives^ difcontented with John C^mir. 
kinff of Poland> fubipitt^ to Rviflifi^ and hate ever iifice 
continued fuDJecl to that empire/ The va^ pr^vilegei 
enjoyed by the, Q^iv^s have beei^ gradually atx>liP)ed^ 
and they are now reduced to the fame ftate a^ the othel: 
provinces of the Ruffian empire. . 

1. IJigf^dnthePniep^r, , - -^ 

£. Ofter, oii the Def»a. 
3. JCofelatz, on the Oftier. 

41 PltiatUi; ott*te Udal. "' ' ;/ i 

* 6. 'Ferfafliedr, on tlieTrtib^ falling into th«^I>i|]^ 
^. 8olot6n^> 0B « rivulet of the faine natti^/fiAliing - 
into the Dnieper, ' ^ '• ' 

f. liUbn^/onthe'river Sula. ' ' iv -^ ;• ^ - 

8. Khorol> on the river of the fame name, falling ia^ 

thePfol.- — ' ' *^^ 

9. Mirgorod,.w ^ fewejiivfj:. , 

10. Goltva, on the PfoV • ; - . -. ^ 

11, (Joroditche, on the DflJ^pp. 

.. XXXII- Crovernment of jKharkof,'. . *. 

« 

>FonDidy' cwQiprifed in (die govecmneat of Ukraaia 
Slovodikaia, 

• ' eOK^AIWS 15 DISTRICT*; ^ 

9 

1. Kharkof^ pn the <?da, falHriij into the Donetz. 
12. Tchuguief, on the Donetjf. 

A A« 3. IfiuAi, 



S. Ifium, on the fame rWer. ' . .4 . 
, 4,. Wpltchanik, on a;rivulet falling into th^ DpncUjr 
. ^. Soljfetchef, OD the Uda. « . 

fj. Waiki, on 4 rivplet falling into the Donetz, 
, 7. Bogpdukhof, pn tjie M^rjo, falling into the Vorikla^ ^ 

jB. Kmfnokutfk, pn the fame river. 

9. Akhtyrka/on ttie rivulet Alchtyrkai falling into th^ 

JO. 'Kh^Jnjjlk, on the Vorikla, 

Jl. Lebedin. pQ 1^ rivijlet Olphapk^, falling intotbe 



Pfou, 



«i • ' »» 



12. . Sumy^ oji. tKe right fhore of the pfpL. _ ; ... 

13. Miropolie, on the fame nver. . . , .. 

14, Nedrigailof^ on the river Sula. 

\5. Bif^lopolie^ pp a ri^^trftJUng into the Seim. 

XXXIII. Government of C^thejinenfl?^ 'pr 

Pcaterrinenfl^f. 

••' i>' ' > • urn . ^t ^I'-K- <^ 

This government con tains, tjie gr^ait^ piMrt 0f. that 
tejFJFit|iNr]((»hi<3b wfM wpfted:by tbie ptf fent en)p]fei3 frpm 
the J)irI^8K&pd com'prife^ K[ew R^fii^ tfo^ fprmer g^yverp- 
znent of Azof, and Crim Tartary. . ^ 

It is divided into two prpt juices pf Cj|t)i^inepih|f aiu) 

Province of Catherinenil^,. 

1. Gatherinenflaf, on the Dnieper. 

2. Poltava, on the Vorlkla. • ' -^ 
S. Krejpientcbuk, on the Dnieper. - , t - 

4. Elifabethgfad, on the Ingulf falling intP the Bog. 
'5. Alexandria, on the Ingtkletz, £^Dhig into theDnle- 

per. 
iS. Kheribn, on the Dnieper^ abont )4^verft$ belpyr 
. the^month^of th^Inguletz. .. . ; - ^ 

7. Stavenlk, on the DxUeper. . ^ 

8. Noyomolkprflj:, on |hf Jfnieper, 

, .9. Pavlogra4, 



I > 
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p. Pavlogradj qii^ a nveir &)ling into fche Dnieper. 
10. Mariupal^ on a riyer nefir the fea of A^of. . j. ; 
Jl.Bajcliipfll^.oji^ttij^; river, of that Jji^m^^ falUngUito, 

12. Donetzk^pn thieriver i)oi;ij^lz., ,, » i. 
^1S» Cpnft^Qtinograc)^ oq tl^e.Oi^l> j^oUuxg ^n^9 the Daic^ 

. .:• P^r-. ' r. '.' 

14. AlexopoIIk^ on the fame river. 

Province of Taurida, or Crim Tartary. 

This fertile peninfula, the great marl of commerce idr 
the Black Seal, was xjoloriized for the piirpofes of trade 
by the Greeks^ .Romans, Qenoefe, occupied by the 
Turks under Mahomet the Second, &nd goverrfed by the 
, Kljian of the Tartars, a vafTal to the Porte. On the peace 
of Kainardi, in 1774> it was declared an independent 
fovereignty, taken pofiei&oti of by Catharine II. oin the 
abdication of the Khan Sahim Gerai, in 1783, and' con- 
firmed to Ruffia by the Porte in the fame year by the' 
treaty of Conftantinopje. The empreft has revised fe-^ 
veral of the ancteht Greek names. 

CONTAINS 7 DISTRICTS. 

,1. Levkopol, formerly Achmet-fchitt. 
"" «. Synpheropol, formerly Eflci Krixp, i^ e. Old Oimeir^ 
. S. Eupatoria, formerly Koflof, or G9flcye. 

4. Perekop; ( 

^^. Phanagdriai on the iilaild pf Taman; 
-6. Dneprovfk, on the Dnieper. 

7. JMelotdpol; on the tiver Melotdihie; 

' .3CXXIV. Government of Gaucafus; 

l)iticfed into two provinces, Aftracan and Cattcafii^y 
tut not yet iubdivided into diftri(^s. 

Aftracan was conquelrefd fro^m the Tartars^ in I5^4i 
lly Ivafl Vaffilievitcb. ' 

h hi ^ ftrovittc* 
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•; province of Cditfffad, •; V^^'';^ '\ 
Will cotnprife the Cuban, and al^ that diifrlft^o kte 
e^ft iaAd ftmthi ho^ in the pbflfefcoWdf Itttffla, fetWi^ 
the rivers Don and Cubashj and b6t?(Veen the Cafpian 
and the Enxine, extending as far as th^ 6onfiiieS 6f 
Georgia, and contlniial^ augmenting by th& t^M^on 
and fubmifiion of the wandering hordes of Mouiit, Cai^ 

ciifus. i * 

»■ ' • 

XXXV. Government, of Saratof, 



* k *t 



. . Formerly a province of Aftraism, 

CONTAINS ll mSTItlOTS* . :: 

' I;. Saraiolji on the Volga. 
f. fi. VoMk,. on the &lkie riven - 
S. Khv*lynft, on the fame river, 

4. Kufnet^k, on a rivulet falKng into the^ Sara. - 

5. Scsrdobflc, on the river Seidoba;, faili»^ iato ibk 

Khoper* 
- €. PeCrofik, on.the Medveditza. • 

7. Atkar, or Atkarlk, on die nver Atka^a^ filling Scto 

the Medreditza. 

8. Balakef, on the river Khoper. ,. 

9. Khoperfk, formerly Nov6fchoper&> on ti^ fatoc 

river. 

10. Kamychin, called formerly Ihnitrefik,on the ri^t 

fide of the Volga. , . , 

11. Tzaritzyn, on the Volga. * ■• 

■ • •■ « 

XXXVI. GGtverninart ofiUfa. . . 

Formerly included in the government of Orenburgb>. 
^ divided into twb provinces> Ufa atod Orenburg* 

Province df Vik, 



«f ■• 



'CONTAINS 9 PISTKICT:S, 

). Ufa, on the right fide of the Bielaia, a few veri^* 
beneath the mouth of the river Ufa. 



£. Birik^ 



% Uttfki 6ti the liver Bielala. ' 

0. Menfclinik^ on the river Menfel, falling into the Ik^^ . 

4. Bugulni, or fiugulminlkj ontheBugultn, a rivulet 

falling into the Ik. 
g, 'B<igor6ftan> on a Hter fdlUltg into th^ fStofiiftra. 
6. Belebeief, on a rivulet falUng into the Diema,^hi# 

flows into tte ma^Hi. > 

T-Siietfit&iiUKk^ on tbe fimll ttrdr Stetlia^ iUlnfft i«to 

the Bielaia. 
S< Ichaly^biiiflc, M the river U^* 

9. Troitzk> on the river Ui. 

i?rovince of 6rent)urgti, ' . 

• » . I 

C6NtAINS 4, DISTRICTS., • . 

t . OrenWgh, on the tfral, formerly the Yalk. 
$. . Verkhouralfk^ on the tf rat . ^ 

3. 'Bufulutzt, on the Samara^ near the river iSufufuK, 

4. Sergiefikj on the" river Samara. 

XXXVIL GftvettimentofVMtk^ 

l?*6rtilerly a pifdviftce df C^tM, 
croi^TAtNS IS Diiftttticts. - 

i. Viatka^ forrterty Khlynof> on the Viatka 

t. SlabctiOi, on the Viatka^ 
. Z. Katelnitch^ on the Viatka^ 
. 4. Orlof, on the Vklkaw 

i. Faran(k, on a rivufcft falling into the Viatka^ 

6. Nolinlk, on th« Voia, falUng into the VuAk«. . 

^. Glafof/on a rivei fiKiliiiFg into the Viatka. 

8. Frlhais^ on the Viatica. 
, 9* Malmych, on the fame riv6r. 

10. Tzarevofantch'urflt, ^ iherivdr Kofc^feaia^ faUiogf 

into the Volga. 

11. Saraput on the Kama. 

Is. FelalHig, on the fame rivcr^ 

13. Kai> on the fame river. ■ ^' 

AA4 XXXVItt. Oova-A^ 
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XXXVIII. Government of Perm, 

Formerly a province of Cafan, 
Contains Two provinces. 
A. Province of Pierm. B. Province -of Cathaiincn- 

CONTAlks .8 DISTRICTS.' 

' 1. Perm; on tbe Kama^ where the river Zegoclielilha 
falls into it. • 

^. Solkamiik^ on the fmall river Uflblka^ felling into 
the Kama. 

3. Tcherdyn, on the river Kolva^falling into the Vic* 

tera. 

4. Obvin> on the Kamalk^ near the mouth of the Obva. 

5. Okhanfk^ or Akhanfk^ on the Kapa. 

6. Offa, on the left (hore of the Kama^ v^here it re- 

ceives the rivulet Offinf a. 
7« Krafnottfim(k/on the Ufa. 
8. Kungur^ on the river Sylva. 

B. Province of Catharinenburgh^ or Echaterinenburgh, 
Formerly incloded in the government of Tobol{k> 

CONTAINS 7 niSTBICTS. • 

1. Catharinenburgh^ on the river Iflet^ not &r from 

its origin. i. .. , * 

S. Schadrinsk, on the left (bore of the Iflet. . < • 
3. Dolmatof, on the left.fliore of the Iflei. -^ 
4.- Kamychloffk, on the river Pychma. ' 

5. Irbitz/on the fm^lrlver Ixbit^ falling into Ihe Nitza. 

6. Alapaief(ky on the fioall river Alapeikha^ fallmg 

into the Neiva. 
. .7'. VerkhQtUrie, im the Tura. , . ... 

■~ r 

XXXIX, Government of Tobolfk, 

Comprehends the weftem part of Siberia, the CQftqucft 
of which country, began by.Yermae Timofe«t; \n 1379> 
• • • - - .- • * during 
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during the reign of Ivan VaffitieVitch IL wa»fit)«0y con- 
fhdedJbefoue the. death of Feodor Ivanovilch, in. 1598. 

It la divided into tlie two pxbvinces of. Tobolik and 
Tonik. ,1 .1 

Province of Tobolflc, 

CONTAINS 10. DISTRICTS. 

1 • Tobolflc^ on the Irtyfli, oppofite to the mouth of tha 

Toboh ; ' 
S. Tinmen, On the Tura. 
. S. Turinfk, 6n the Tura. 
4' Bere(bf dn the SoflVa, falling into the Ob. 

5. SurgUti on the Objr. 

6. Tara, on the Irtyfli. . • 
7- Yalutoruflk, on tfe Tobol. 

V 8. Kargam, on the rivi&r Kurgan. 

9. Ichimfk, on the river IcJiiiB. -- ^ 
' 10. Otn&, on chelrty(h, near ike moolh of the Om. 

Province of Tomflc, 

CONTAINS 6 DISTRICTS. 

1.. Tomflc, on the river Tom. 
^ 2. Kaihfk', on the river Om. 

5. Naryip, on the. Oby, below the mouth of the JKer 
4. Magafeia, 6r Turukhahsk, on the Yenifei. 

.5. YenifQi(k^ oi> the riyer Yenifei.. 

6. Atchmik/onlheriverTchulym, falling into the Ob. 

XL. Government of Koly van, 

Formerly included in the government of ToboMk, 

^ CO'NTAJ'NS 5 piSTRICTS. 

1. Kolyvan, the new capital of this government, on- 
the Ob;t, neai' the mouth of the Berda, known 
"before tlieinftitution of this Government jmJer 
4he name of Berdjkoi Ojltc^. < ' ' "' ^ 
t • . ' • S. Semipa}«t, 



I 
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S&lt AT PZltl>tX^ 

9. Skimip^t^ <)li the Irtyfli. » > 

4. BiifltyOtt tfae river Bi, or Bii«, which, hjmiiklif 
- - with the KaAttflii^ forms the river Oby. 
4. Kufnezk, on the river Tom, oppofite W theiOMlh 

of the Kon<ioiaa: 
H. Kraffnoiarik, oq the Yejiifei, where it receives the 
liatcha. 

XLI. Governnient qf Irkula^k, 

\'' ■' ' ' 

The largeft and leaft peopted gbvemmeBd ta Roffiap, 
tomprife»ali the eaftiera piai^t of S3)eria, irom Uvb Ijlor- 
thern Ocean to the frontiers .af Chiiiefe . Tartary, and 
ftom the boundaries of the goverome^it of T^oifkta 
the Eaftern Oc^an. Thi$ k«ge .feeriiWy was ^^uaffly 
^sonqnered and appropriated by the RoflSaifii io^ their 
defirltory excurfions from Tdbolft* 

It h divided \pfyo the four provincea^Kif Iricufob^ NcrHi^ 
fliinlki Yakutfk, and Okotzk. 

f^rovmce of Irkutzk- ^ 

CONTAINS 4 DISTRICTS, 

1» Irkut^k^ on the Angara, oppofite to fh^ moBtb of 

the rivet trkut. 
i. Klrentk, on the Lena, above the mouth of the Ki« 

renga. 
.^ Nifhnie-Udinfkjpon the river tJda, faSing into the 

tJpper Tunguika. 
4. yerfhnei-VediBlkj oa the riverVecla^ ifelling intie^ 

the Seleriga. 

Proviiiee of NfefCchinik> 

Contains 4 districts. 

I, Nertchinik,ontheNerfcha,falhpgintoAeSclnlka. 
% DoToninik^ on IIm Iii^da# 

^ Batgi]£nik^ 






6^ Bargufinik^ on the river Bargufin, fallmg into the 
lake Baikal. 
• 4. Stretinik, on the Schilka. 

■■'■■'■':■■ [■'tipTkrliN'^ i'viirtLivti. ••• v>« 

. 1 . pcaky^tjk^ on the Len^^ 

^. dle^'m^iru^, on tlie l^n^f&Yeral y&c^ aWe th* 

. moutn of the Okkma. . . / ! 

' 3, Oleoik, a town to be ere&ecl on the river Olcnet r 

4. Schiganfk^ on the Lena^ about 800 verfb from Yitl^ 

5f Sacbiverik^ on the Incfigtrka. 

. PlWvitie^ ^Okof2k> 

co*tAllf « 4 'i)isVliithr8. 

1 . Olcotek^ on tibe int)alii ©f the Okota^ falling into a 
bay of the Eaitern Oc^an. 
'^i. Idiiginik, dtt the ttlduth of the river Ichigina, fal- 
ling into the h&;f ^ ¥eidiAnk. 

3. Aklanflt, on the fmall river Aklan, falling into the 

river PenihiD^. • 1 . ' . ; 

4. Niflinie-Kamt^hatlte, on« fite Kver Kamtchatka 

about SO verfts from'4t» mytit^ 

■ ••■• " - . ^ . 

. ■...•■-*■* . ' 
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No. 4- 

SINCE this ^volume was printed, ike Reverrai^ 
Mr. Smimovei chaplain to the Ruffian legation in 
London^ has pnhiilhed a Survey of the Ruffian Empire ; 
which enumerates the goverhments as in 1792> and dif- 
ifers in a kv^ infttoces from the' geographical diyifion» 
formed iii 1782 and 1785, which lare given in this vo- 
iPMje. 

The Ruffian empire is <Jivided into 

I. Jhe Ncarthern Begidn. 
11. The Middle Region.: 
Ill, The Southern Region. 

1. The Northern Region contains the following 

Govemnaeids : • » 

/ 

1. St. Peterlburg* • 

41. A^cbysuigeL 

9* Oloouei^* 

4. Vyborg, or Wyburgh.. 

J^^ Revel. 

ft. Riga. 

7. Pfcov. 

8. Tver. 

g. Novogorodi 

10. Vologda. 

11. YaroflavL 

12. Koftrom^k * 

13. Viatka* 

14. Pirme. 
M. ToboMk. 
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II. The Middle Region contains: 

1(L Mufcov. 

ft • 

17. Smoknlk. 
18.P61otflt. 
19. Moghilev. . 
. 80. TichemigOT. 

^l. Novgorod Sjeve)fikoi» 
. Qi. Kliari£ov. / , 

23; Kourflc. ' 

94. Orel. ^ 
£5. Kalpuga. * 
«6. toola. 
fi7. tliazane. 
«8. Vbdimir. 
«9- Nizney Novgorod. 

30. Eazane^ 

31. Smbirlk. 

32. Penza. 

33. Tambov. 

34. Yoxonet* 

35. Saratov^ >^ 

36. Oufa^ 

The lumks of Ktrghis kaifacks* 

37. Kplhyvane 
3d. Irkoujtik. 

Th^ KouriUkie iflands. 
The Ahontitke iflands. 

J Jl. The Southern Region contains : 

39* Ificv^ 

40. Ekatherinoflav. 

41. The provmce of Tavrida. 

42« Habitations of the Don KozakSr 
43. The ^overnpieat pf Caucafas. 

Many 



Maiiy.c^;tte»nfWj,terfit0ri|J ACf}liii}tiop8 ffsAe by 
Catharine'^'tlie Second/ were not formed "^inlo* regular 
governments at her death. Th^f<^ accj^^iiitions confifted- 
of the diftrid): of Otchakof^ thpfen^i^'.of Poland whicb. 
Were difmembered by Rufila .^7^,^d'l795, and Cour- 
lattdf ' r 

Paul made fome aU^f^tipn^ in ,'|^e governments, 
and particularly ijb9^g^;t|e;>a»^^ EkatherinoflaT, 
into New Ruma^ from aqtipathy to ^lis mother. He 
likewife made feverajl changes iQ t^ laws and adm> 
nillration, which have W^n fi^^npe ij|bfogated by the pie* 
fent Emperor^ and the wh^ ^^.P^^^< ^ again modelled 
according to the ordinances o^<Q^a^hiip;ie. 
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No. 5. 



ANECDOTES OF PRINCE POTEVKIN, 

I AVAIL myfelf of thi« new Edition^ to give fome 
anecdotes of this extraordinary man, who governed 
Rufiia with no Ws defpotie anthority than Meiichikof 
or Blron. Thefe anecdotes I collefted in the courfe of 
iny trav^lf in Ruffiai ; but withheld them from tile pub^ 
he, during the lives of the Emprefs and ?otemKn. 



• GR€00»y AtEXAjronovrrcH Potbmkin^ was i!e^ 
fcended from an antient and noble family, ^a^' id 
the province of Sroolen&o; at an early period he 
entered into the la?my, ftnd, at the revolutioQ, diftki^ 
gttiflied himfelf among the partifans of the emprefs* 
He fignalisBed himfelf under marflial Romanzof, in His 
campaign a^ianft the Turks> and was deputed by count 
I\&ter Panin, to deliver the keys of bender to the em- 
prefs, when it capitnlated to the Ruffians in 1770. B^ 
fore this period, Potemkin aife^ed a violent paffion for 
the emprefs, and in the private audience, when he pie^ 
, fented the keys, made a declaration of his attaehmeoti 
with fuoh warm expreflions, and wild geftures, ^ feem* 
ed to indicate that love had deranged his-intelledts, 
Catharine at this time fafcinated by Qrlof, was Hfot touch*^ 
^ by thefe marks of paflion, though fee overlboked 
an4 forgave them ; yet they operated to his advanlagCj 
when Potemkiq was afterwards introduced as a favou^ 
rite by Alexey Orlof, after thedifmiffion of his brother, 
yfiih a view to cpunt^raiS); the cabals of Pamn andf 

Romanzofv 
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Romanzofi Potemkin continued to occupy that poft 
6nly fifteen months. He received the ufual order to 
abfenthimfelf from court; butfoon afterwards contrived 
to regain his political influence, though he was com- 
pelled to yield to a new ravourite. • 

From that period, he maintained an afcendancy over 
the counfels of the emprefs^ and at his will, introduced 
anddfefrifTedthefufcceflSvefavfeutites. Dating die favour 
of count Panin, the power of Potemkin was counter- 
balanced .by his inflqeucej but^ on his difgcace^ ro^ 
^uperipr to all contfoul. . 

He jWa^ perf<^ly ac^aixited with the temper and 
i^ifpo^t^QUof the ^ipprefs. : In his ijatercourfe^ be affedl- 
^ to iAdi;dge a gretit fpirit of independence^ ];etumed 
only laconic anfwers to pages written with her own band, 
and goverpe4 her, no lefs by remonftrating againft her 
vreakneiTes, than by admini^ring to hei' paiiions. He 
gave aftriking proof of tjiis fpiriton the death of Lanikot. 
The emprefs was lb affeded with the. lofs of this favou« 
f jtBj that file funk, like Elizabeth,,on the d^ath of Ellex^ 
into a fiate of defpondency. She (but herfelf up in her 
iq[Mirtment, admitted fcarqely any one into her prefence 
but the fifter of Lanfkoi, and fed her melancholy, by 
vifitiiig the tomb which Ihe had ere<Sted tp his memory. 
AU bufin^fs was fufpended. At this cfifis Potemkin 
arrived from the Criqaea, and remonftrated againfi; her 
weakn^fs, in fuch ftrong terms, that (he bnril into tears^ 
ai^jicoiaplajnisd to Lanikoi's (ider of his bprlh ^nd un** 
feeling conduA. (ii^ importunities, however, finally 
pMvailed ; and one evening (}ie fufjdenljr quitted Zar? 
fkoe Zelo, and repaired to the capital, >vhere her grief 
gradually fubfided. Catharine pever forgot Potemkja'ii 
f^anknefs; ihe frequently declared her obligatipqs tp 
him, who alone ventured to rouie her from her defpon-* 
dency ; loaded hinp with higher )ionours, and ^pofi^ i|i 
Hpipi additional confidence. 

His 
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His honours, titles, aijd employments, exceeded in 
number and diilindion tliofe ever before pojHefled by 
a fubjeA : to enumerate them would occupy no lefs 
than^'two or three pages, I fliall therefore confine 
Hiyfelf to his principal diftintSlions. He was dignified 
with all the Ruflian orders of knighthood, and the prin- 
cipal orders of Pruffia,' Sweden, and Poland. He was 
£eld-marfhal, (Commander in chief, and infpe6lor-gene- 
isA of all the Ruflian forces, colonel of the Preobalhin- 
fti guards, and of three regiments of cuirafllers, grena- 
diers, and dragoons, and prefident of the college of war. 
He wajB grand admiral of the Euxine and Cafpian^ 
grand hetman of the Coflacs, and governor-general of 
the provinces of Ekatharineflaf and Taurida. He was 
alfo created a prince of the German empire. 

His revenues were adequate to his dignities. He 
received during his time of favour large efl:ates^ 
and 9,000,000 roubles in money; he was lord over 
40,000 peafaiits in PolWh Ruffia, and 5,000 in Ruflfia ; 
he had a penfion of 75,000 roubles, and 30,000 for 
his table. Being confiderably in debt by lofles at play, 
he took an advance of his penfion for ten years; but 
was gratified by the emprefs with the continuance of 
his frilary. . j 

Yet this unparalleled income was liot adequate to his 
unbounded expences. During his campaigns, his march 
was conftanily preceded by an Engli(h gardener, and fhc ' 
hundred helpers ; they formed a garden in our ffyle, in 
the environs of the fpot wliere the tent of the prince was 
pitched, even if he continued only a day. Walks of fand 
or gravel were laid out, and decorated with borders of 
flowers ; trees and fhrubs of all forts and fizes were tranf- 
planted ; and ornamental buildings imitated by tempo- 
rary wooden flru^ures ; if his ftay was protra6led the 
withered trees were removed, and replenifhedwith frefii 
|»l&nt^tions. If the adjacent country produced no wood^ 

vox. II. ^ 3 B Ibrubi 
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ihrubs and limbs of foreft trees were conveyed frotn A 
confiderable diftance. He purchafed an enormous quan-^ 
tity of* diamonds, with which he not only ornaiijented 
hisdrefs; but frequently amufed himfelf with arrJEnging 
them in various figures, and toffing them with a child-* 
ifli fatisfa<5tion from one hand to the other. He laviftied 
immenfe fums on his numerous miftrefles, and expend- 
ed ftill more in buildings, which he never inhabited,, 
or never ufed but for the purpofe jof giving magnificeut 
fetes. 

One of thefe galas, which he gave*on his return fi'om 
the conqueft of Crim Tartary, in his Taurian palace, is 
minutely defcribed in a foreign publication, which i» 
copied verbatim by the French biographer of Catharine 
the Second, and literally tranflated in the Englifh ver- 
fion *. The defcription of this fete feeros to realife the 
extravagancies of an oriental tale. 

To fupply thefe expences, and gratify his paffion for 
amaffing riches, he drew upon the treafury for fums to 
an unlimited amount ; and none of his drafts were ever 
rejedled. 

He died at the clofe of the fuccefsful campaign againft 
the Turks, and during the negotiations for peace. He 
had been fome time flightly indilpofed, and prefagcd 
his approaching death. At the congrefs of YalTy, 
he was . attacked by an epidemical diflemper, which 
he increafed by every fpecies of excefs and intem- 
perance ; in his journey from YafTy to Nicolaief, his 
fever rofe to a crifis, he was feized with a violent 
cholic, alighted from his «arriage, and throwing himfelf 
on the^ ground, expired in convulfions. The emprefa 
was at firfl much affecSed with his death; but foon re- 
covered, and feemed pleafed with her emauQipation 
from his influence. 

* Almanach hiftorique et genealogique de Berlin pour Tannfo 
1790. CaileraS Vie de Catharine IL and Tooke^s Life of Cath^-. 
rJAC II. 

^ Potemkia 
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Potemkin was clumfy in his perfon^ but of herculean 
fize ^nd ftrength. A defedl in his eye, rendered his 
countenance lowering and forbidding; and his firfl 
addrefs was not only aukward and embarrafTed, but 
even timid and diilant. In mixed companies and with 
Grangers, he was filent and referved ; but with thofe 
with whom he was intimate, he was affable, cheerful, 
and indulged himfelf in mimicry and farcaftic raillery, 
in which he excelled. In routs, balls, and large focie* 
ties, he was frequently feen (landing ifolated from 
the company, abforbed in thought; the involuntary 
geftures of his body, marked the reftlefsaefs of his dif- 
pofition, and the agitation of his mind, which feemed 
labouring with vaft projeds. In fa6l he was fatiated 
with pleafures, and miferable becaufe he had no enjoy- 
ment left to defire, and every thing to apprebenfl. 

He was not fatisfied with his high honours and 
exalted ftation ; but was perpetually forming fchemes 
of diftindron and aggrandifement. He was felicitous 
to obtain the order of the garter, and felt extremely 
difappointed that his appUcation did not fucceed. 
Through his influence, however, a treaty was negotiat- 
ing between Great Britain and Rulfia, by which M inorca 
was to be ced^d to the emprefs; and the whole artillery 
and flores, which were worth near a million fterling,were 
to be yielded as a gratificrftion* to prince Potemkin. la 
return, the emprefs was to fend feveral fliips of the line 
to the affiftance of England. This negotiation was in-* 
terrupted by the capture of Minorca. At one time 
he afpired, at the inftigation of the court of Verfailles, 
to be hofpodar of Moldavia and Wallachia; at ano- 
ther, by the fuggeftions of the king of PruiSa, to be- 
come duke of Conrland ; and by the Houfe of Auflria, 
he was perfuaded to afpire to the throng of Poland. 
AH thefe fchemes, rapidly fucceeding each other, kept 
him in a continual ftat^ of refUefs agitation. 

}}e was extreiDely attached to religious ceremoniesy 

9 B S particularly 
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particularly to the pomp of the Greek church, and ifa^ 
well verfed in ecclefiaftical matters. Whenever difcon* 
tented with the court, or vexed with the cabals againft 
him, he exprefled an intention to retire, and afieded an 
inclination to become a monk. 

The room in which he received company was next to 
his bed-chamber, contained a bilUard-table, and was 
nfuelly crowded by perfons of all ranks iind nation^. I 
have fecn at the fame time the principaF minifiersand 
generals, noblemen of the higheft diftindiion, artifts and 
mechanics; Englifh, French, Germans, Swedes, Danes> 
!Perlians, Georgians, Turks, Calmucs, and Tartars. 
Chefs-boar(^s and back-gammon tables were fcatjtered 
about the room, and the company engaged in different 
games, as their fancy fuggefted. He ufually dined at 
three, then retired into his bed-chamber, to take his 
afternoon .nap, and when he awoke, made his appearance 
in this room where the company was affembled, fome- 
times full dreffedi at other times in his robe de chambre, 
and flippers, and occafionally even without flockings. 
He amufed hiiriielf by overlooking thofe who were play- 
ing, or in talking with the company, principally with 
foreigners or artifls. 

He treated the Ruffian nobles with great haughtinefs^ 
but was attentive and even affable to foreigners, when 
his firft referve was worn off. • In his own houfehold he 
was kind to his fervants, and would not fuffer them to 
be beaten, according to the cuflom of the country,- 
though he was aware that he was the worfe ferved for 
this mild treatment. 

He was fingularly voracious, as wettas capricious in 
his ajppetite. Befides liis ufual meals, in which he de- 
voured indifcriminately the mofl common as well a& 
the mofl coflly difhes> he was continually eating fmall 
pat^s and bifcuits, of which he had a conftant fupply 
placed even at his bed-fide, 

Dimog 
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t)ining one day at baron Sutherland's, court bankerj 
find a member of the Englifli faiftory, he was fo much 
pleafed with a round oiP beef^ that he defired the remain- 
der, with the pewter difli, -and carving knife and fork> 
might be feat to his apartments in the palace. It 
was regularly ferved at his table, and placed on a fide- 
board in the anticharaber, until it was eaten. The prince? 
applied to it himfelf, feveral times in the courfe of tne 
day, and prefled thofe who vifited him to partake of the 
Englifh fare* 

He was by nature and habit extremely indolent, and 
often negleded the moft important bufinefs ; but when 
roufed tp exertion, his aftivity was as remarkable as his 
fiipinenefs. He fometimes ftarted from his luxurious life 
at Peteriburgh, and with fcarcely a moment's notice, tra- 
yelled like a courier, night and day, in a common kibit- 
ka ; in thefe journies he adopted the food of the Ruffian 
peafants, particularly the black-bread, garlic, and falted 
cucumbers, until he reached the place of his deftination> 
when he re-affiimed his cuftomary mode of living. 

He was fond of wild and expenfive fchemes, and Was 
always furrotinded with proje6lors> who continually 
duped an5 deceived him. 

A proof of his fingular and whimfical difpofition in 
the conduA of the moft important affairs, was commu- 
nicated by a perfon prefent at the following fcene. 
Sitting after dinner at Karakrim, or Old Grim, in com- 
pany with feveral gentlemen, both Ruffians and Englifh, - 
Potemkin faid, '^ let us ballot for the capital of Crim 
Tartary." Taking up a rofe, he laid a leaf in one 
place, and a fecond in another, exclaiming ^^ let this 
be for Achmetfchit, and that for Batcheferai ; let every 
one put a leaf near that to which he gives the prefe- . 
rence, without alleging a reafon." All did fo, and the 
prince^ counting the leaves, found the majority for Ach- 
metfchit, 
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jnctfchit, and he faid, '^ let Achmetfchit be the capital,? 
and it became the capital. 

He warmly encouraged commerce and manufadlures, 
was the great patron* of learning, and particularly 
promoted Greek literature. He poffeffed a quick 
comprehenfion, and furprifrng memory ; his know- 
ledge of books was general, though fuperficial; his 
reading was principally confined to the French belles 
Jettres, and tranflabions of the d:laffics, particularly Plu- 
tarch, and to Ruflian authors on religious ceremonies ; 
but the information which he drew from perfons oT 
eminence jn every profeffion was prodigious. 

A well-drawn chara6ter of this extraordinary man by 
M. de Segur, French embaffador at Peterfburgh, is 
given in Caftera's Vie de Catherine H. ift edition, and 
in Tooke's Iranflation, vol. HI* p. 336. 
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